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PILGRIMAGE AT THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF GOOD HELP 

 

Last week I went along with a group of young adults and college students to a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our 

Lady of Good Help in WI. 

 

Pilgrimages are part of the tradition of the Church since its origin. From the very beginning, Christians were drawn 

to locations where heaven met earth, with the Holy Land being the primary place of pilgrimage. Early on Chris-

tians not only visited those places where Jesus walked, where Mary appeared, but also the cities, tombs and 

churches of the saints and martyrs. The Shrine of our Lady of Good Help near Green Bay is an example of this 

beautiful tradition.  

 

During his visit to Santiago, Benedict XVI described the meaning of the pilgrimage with these beautiful words: 

To go on pilgrimage is not simply to visit a place to admire its treasures of nature, art or history. To go on pilgrimage 

really means to step out of ourselves in order to encounter God where he has revealed himself, where his grace has 

shone with particular splendor and produced rich fruits of conversion and holiness among those who believe. [...] 

Sometimes it means emerging from one’s daily routine, from the practical world, from utilitarianism, emerging only to 

be really on the way towards transcendence; to transcend oneself, to transcend daily life and thus also to find a new 

freedom. 

 

The protagonist of the story of the shrine of our Lady of Good Help is Adèle Brise (1831-1896), a young Belgian 

immigrant woman who emigrated to the United States in 1855. Her family settled in northern Wisconsin into a 

place called Bay Settlement, close to present-day Green Bay, where a small Belgian community already existed. 

One day,  in October 1859, Adèle was walking through the countryside when she saw, among two trees, a woman 

dressed in white, with a yellow band around her waist and a crown of stars around her head, characteristics quite 

similar to those found in other Marian apparitions.  

 

Adèle was afraid and could not say anything. After she 

saw the Lady for the third time, she asked her, “In God’s 

name, who are you and what do you want of me?”  

 

I am the Queen of Heaven, who prays for the conversion of 

sinners, and I wish you to do the same. You received Holy 

Communion this morning, and that is well. But you must do 

more. Make a general confession and offer Communion for 

the conversion of sinners. If they do not convert and do pen-

ance, my Son will be obliged to punish them. Gather the chil-

dren in this wild country and teach them what they should 

know for salvation. Teach them their catechism, how to sign 

themselves with the sign of the Cross, and how to approach 

the sacraments; that is what I wish you to do. Go and fear 

nothing. I will help you. 
 

 



 

 

News about the apparitions spread quickly and Adèle began to gather together children from throughout the 

countryside in order to teach them the catechism. Adèle’s father built a small oratory near the site of the appari-

tions, and inside it he placed a small image of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. In 1861, the settlers of the area 

built a chapel which could hold up to a hundred people. On the entrance was written the phrase: Our Lady of 

Good Help, pray for us, which gave the shrine its name. 

 

Adèle began to raise funds for the construction of a school which could accommodate the youth of the area, and in 

1868 the school opened its doors to about sixty students. In the meantime, in 1864 a group of third order Francis-

cans, under Adèle’s guidance, had begun to live in community and to devote themselves to the care of the shrine 

and the school. These women were neither part of a religious order nor of a congregation: they remained secular 

members of the third order, adopting the simple habit, not taking any vows, and keeping their personal belong-

ings, while being free to leave the community at any time. The only goal of the community was the education of the 

youth in the faith, according to the request that the Virgin had made of Adèle. Adèle’s old desire – to consecrate 

herself to God and go on mission – had been fulfilled in an unexpected way.  

 

In the following years, many miracles and healings were attributed to the intercession of the Madonna, but the 

event that sealed the story of this small shrine was “the Great Fire of Wisconsin.” Also known as the Peshtigo Fire, 

the great fire in October 1871 destroyed the Green Bay area, causing the deaths of more than two thousand 

people, and devastating an area of almost five thousand square kilometers. The people who lived in the vicinity of 

the shrine gathered to pray around the small chapel of Our Lady of Good Help, and the fire spared the small con-

vent, the school, the chapel and the five acres consecrated to the Virgin. It was thanks to this extraordinary event, 

attributed to the protection of the Madonna, that the shrine began to become well-known even outside of Wiscon-

sin. 

Adèle dedicated herself to the mission of education until her death, which came on July 5, 1896, and her work was 

continued by various religious orders which subsequently managed the school and the shrine; today it is the Fathers 

of Mercy who care for the shrine, while the school was definitively closed in 1968.  

 

In 2010, the apparitions obtained ecclesiastical approval from His Excellence David L. Ricken, Bishop of Green 

Bay, thus becoming the only Marian apparition officially recognized by the Church in the United States among the 

fifteen officially recognized apparitions worldwide. The devotion to the shrine is still mostly local, though every 

year on August 15, numerous pilgrims from Wisconsin and other parts of the country gather in the churchyard to 

celebrate mass with the bishop. 

Our Lady of Good help,  Pray for us 



 

 

 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the 
souls of John Thill and Louise Dinehart whose 

funerals were celebrated this past week. 

CCW OFFERS CANCER BASKETS 

Cancer Baskets are a new ministry offered by CCW.  
Baskets are filled with  soothing and healthy items to 
comfort those who are going through treatments for 
cancer. Please call the Office or Marlene Walters at 
651-770-9241 to receive one for yourself or a loved 

one.   

JESUS IS CALLING YOU TO HIS CHAPEL! 

 

        Countdown to Festival Fun 
The Festival team is excited to share their event plans and the many ways you can 

be involved in our community-wide event the weekend of September 16-

September 18. Visit with them in the Gathering Space after Mass to learn about 

the weekend's events, volunteer opportunities, silent auction needs, the many ways 

you can join the fun, and to have your questions answered. This is also your first 

opportunity to purchase the Festival trip raffle tickets for a chance to win an all-inclusive vacation to Mexico or the 

Bahamas. Only 300 tickets are available to increase your odds of winning! 

Bottle Blitz Weekend 
It's time for another Bottle Blitz weekend. Please help the Festival committee by bringing a bottle or jar filled with 

goodies to Mass with you next weekend on Saturday, August 27, or Sunday, August 28.  
 

Here are some ideas to help you: ketchup, lotion, shampoo, bottles of pop/tea/juice/power aid, salsa, ice cream 

topping, soap, salad dressing, or if you prefer to create your own by taking any empty jar or container and filling 

it with treats such as candy, coins, bath bombs, small toys or other surprises. Thanks for shopping for us! Festival 

volunteers will be at all weekend Masses to collect your Bottle Lotto donations during the Bottle Blitz. Questions? 

Reach out to Kari at kari@umn.edu or at 651-332-1070. 

During this 25th Anniversary of our adoration chapel (1997-2022), we would love to fill our chap-
el, covering EVERY hour with TWO adorers. Prayerfully consider if you would: 
 Register with the chapel list as a substitute adorer 
 Become a regular adorer each week (most weekly hours need a 2nd adorer, so you can pick 

an hour around your schedule!) 
 Become a regular adorer for one of our early morning hours (12 AM, 1 AM, 2 AM) even if it is 

once per month! 
Please contact coordinators Beth Minogue (beth.minogue@q.com) or Krysten Fulcher (651-245-
7936; krysten.k.fulcher@gmail.com) with any questions or to register. You can also register through 
our website: www.churchofstpeternsp.org/adoration 

 

Hours of Most Need: 
Tuesdays 12 AM (Midnight), 1 AM, 2 AM, 11 PM 
 
Wednesdays 12 AM, 2 AM 

Thursdays 12 AM, 1 AM, 11 PM 
 
Fridays:  12 AM 

Do you enjoy talking with people and have some free 
time? 
 
We are looking for people to volunteer at the Front 
desk. Morning or afternoon for 4 hours once a week or 
even once a month. All it requires is your willingness to 
visit with people and do a few small tasks for the staff.  
 
If you are interested or would like more information 
please contact Connie at 651-777-8304 or croe-
ring@stpetersnsp.org 

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE PARISH OFFICE 

mailto:kari@umn.edu
mailto:beth.minogue@q.com
mailto:krysten.k.fulcher@gmail.com
http://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/adoration


 

 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE 

Registration for Faith Formation for 2022-2023 is well underway!  

Here are some questions we have been hearing related to our new  

adventure in Family Faith Formation: 
 

Who is invited for the once-monthly Sunday meetings? 
 

Everyone! Anyone interested in learning more about Christ and His Church is invited to attend. After 10:30 
Mass, we will share a meal together and then adults will attend a talk on a topic related to the liturgical 
calendar. At that same time, preschool- 8th grade students will attend a class on the same topic but at their age
-level. Each family or participant will be provided with a take-home packet of materials and readings to 
continue contemplation and discussions at home. 
 

Is there childcare provided for babies and toddlers during the adult talk? 
 

Yes! Babies and children less than preschool age will be 
welcomed into our childcare area. 
 

Are there still Catechesis of the Good Shepherd classes 
offered?  
 

Yes! Levels I-III (preschool through grade 3) are offered. 
Children at the school of St Peter will attend these classes 
during the school day. Children who attend school 
elsewhere can choose either a Tuesday or Wednesday 
weekly evening class. 
 

When is Confirmation preparation offered? 
 

Students in grades 8-12 will attend Confirmation class 
during the once-monthly Sunday event. These students 
will receive a monthly packet with content to read, 
watch, and reflect upon with their sponsor or family 
during the month. Additionally, there is a Fall and Spring 
retreat and two sponsor meetings scheduled during the 
year. Students attending St Peter school will also have 
one Confirmation class per week during the school day. 
 

What if I can’t attend every month? 
 

Even if you can’t commit to every Sunday, we still ask that 
you register so that we can include you for communication. We will be sending monthly reminders and RSVP 
requests to best plan for food and other supplies. You can let us know at that time that you will not be 
attending. Monthly packets of materials and activities to do at home with the family will be available for pick-
up in the parish office if you are not there to take it home on that Sunday. 
 

How do I register?  
 

Please register online, under the Education tab of our website. Note that there are three separate registration 

forms and choose the one that fits your situation: families with children that attend St. Peter school; parish 

families; or families without school-aged children.  



 

 

DEAR ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

I pray your summer is going well! We are in search of a few good folks to join our team! St. Peter is seeking Christ-
centered and mission-driven individuals for the following job openings this coming 2022-2023 school year. (Job 

postings are on the Archdiocesan Careers page: careers.archspm.org)  

Kitchen Staff (20-25 hours per week) 

Kitchen Staff Assistant (10-15 hours per week)  

Extended Day Assistant (8-10 hours per week)  

Do you know someone diligent, hard-working, thoughtful, and gregarious? Encourage them to apply! If you or 
someone you know is interested, send a resume (including professional references) and cover letter to Principal 

Dennis Rankin (drankin@stpetersnsp.org). 

Thank you for your consideration! Please pray that the Holy Spirit sends us great individuals for these important 
roles! 
 
God bless. 

Dennis Rankin, Principal 

We offer baptism on the first 
and third Sunday of each 
month. The first Sunday is at 
noon outside of Mass. The 
Third Sunday is during the 
10:30 Mass. 
 
If this is your first child, you 

will need to attend a baptism class with Fr. Pietro. This 
class is offered on the first Tuesday of each month. To 
make arrangements for the class or schedule a baptism 
please call Connie at 651-894-6141 or email her at 
croering@stpetersnsp.org. 

BAPTISM 

HOMESCHOOL BLESSINGS MASS 

Tuesday, September 6th at 

8:00am 

Gather with Catholic homeschooling 
families for a special Mass of 
Blessings for homeschoolers and 
parent educators for the new school 

year.  

As we enter into this year, we ask our Mother Mary to 
direct our learning and our families. Please bring a 
small bouquet of flowers to place in front of the altar 
before Mass begins to serve as a beautiful physical 

reminder of our prayers (vases provided).  

ST. JOSEPH’S GUILD 

Join the St. Joseph Business Guild as we support fami-
lies by connecting Catholic business owners to workers 
and customers.  
 
We want to direct our business and best jobs to faithful 
Catholics who support our parishes and schools.  
 
Our 500+ members stay connected using our online 
tools. Attending meetings is not required. Apply 
at https://www.sjbusinessguild.com/.  
 
Call Roger Vasko at 612-363-2905 with any ques-
tions.  
 

September 29, 2022 - Post Roe - What Now? 
 

Learn how the reversal of Roe v. Wade will impact the pro-
life cause in Minnesota. Join us as five top pro-life leaders 
share the latest information and opportunities for you to get 
involved and act on your pro-life beliefs. 
Social Hour: 5:00 - 6:50 pm 
Program: 7:00 - 9:00pm 
Location: St. Agnes School, 530 Lafond Ave, St Paul 
 

Hors d'oeuvres & drinks will be provided.  
Attendance is free for the general public. RSVP at  sjbusi-

nessguild.com 

This event is sponsored by the St. Joseph Business 
Guild. Contact Roger Vasko at Rog-

er@sjbusinessguild.com with questions 

CALLING CATHOLIC  
BUSINESS OWNERS & WORKERS 

https://stpetersnsp.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ed61e67b3d9f92af7daf449&id=6f25547a4f&e=594ac53128
https://stpetersnsp.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ed61e67b3d9f92af7daf449&id=009f7e259c&e=594ac53128
https://stpetersnsp.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ed61e67b3d9f92af7daf449&id=1a5a09544d&e=594ac53128
mailto:drankin@stpetersnsp.org
https://www.sjbusinessguild.com/
http://sjbusinessguild.com/
http://sjbusinessguild.com/
mailto:Roger@sjbusinessguild.com
mailto:Roger@sjbusinessguild.com


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of  August 21 -  August 28, 2022 

Sunday:   8:00 AM †Don Buehre 

       10:30 AM   Parishioners 

                6:00 PM †Frank Koziol 

Monday:     8:00 AM †Mary Dettinger 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM †Joe Reinardy 

Wed:       8:00 AM †Nick John 

Thursday:  8:00 AM †Kay Reber 

Friday:   8:00 AM †Jerry Dettinger 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  †Charmian Dawn Berthiaume 

     4:00 PM †Richard Fontaine 

Sunday:   8:00 AM †Fern Simonson 

       10:30 AM †Nick John 

               6:00 PM   Parishioners     

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
Week of  August 7- August 13, 2022 

Amount Collected for Week of July 
24th - July 31st $17,443. 

Amount Budgeted for Week of  July 
24th - July 31st $20,670. 

Collected Year To Date (starting July 
1, 2022)through June 30 $152,341. 

Budgeted Year To Date (starting July 
1, 2022)through June 30 $157,825. 

% Above (or Below) Budget  (-3.47%) 

Amount Above (or Below)  
Annual Budget  ($5,484.) 

As of August 14, the Capital Improvement Fund balance is 
$23,495.82 after fully funding the church lighting and audio 

system project. 

The next Senior Luncheon is scheduled for Wednesday, 
September 14th in Fellowship Hall. Fr. Ze will be our 

speaker! 

The price of the meal is $12.00. Please call Cathy Evans at 
651-481-1012 or Cherie Jepson at 651-270-9632 to 

register. 

SENIOR LUNCHEON 

Visit us on Facebook: 
Knights of Columbus North St. Paul, Council 4967 

 

Next General Membership Meeting:  
Monday, August 22nd at 6:30pm 

Fellowship Hall 
 
 

Lead with Faith 
 Protect your family  

Serve others 
Defend your values  

Become a Knight today! 

 
Contact Jeff Schmidt at 

jeffschmidt3@outlook.com 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

The Church of St. Peter would like to welcome all 
visitors and anyone who has recently moved to our 
community.  
 

 If you are interested in joining our parish, there 

are information packets in the rack in the gathering 

space. Or contact the parish office at 651-777-

8304. 
 

 Headphones are available to assist with hearing. 

Please see an usher or greeter if you would like to 

use a set. 
 

 Low Gluten Hosts are available. Please come to 

the sacristy before Mass to arrange to receive one. 

WELCOME 

Readings for the week of August 21, 2022 
Sunday: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7, 11-13/Lk 13:22-30 

Monday: 2 Thes 1:1-5, 11-12/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5/Mt 23:13-22 

Tuesday: 2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13/Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday: Rv 21:9b-14/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13, 17-18/Jn 1:45-51 

Thursday: 1 Cor 1:1-9/Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mt 24:42-51 

Friday: 1 Cor 1:17-25/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 10-11/Mt 25:1-13 

Saturday: 1 Cor 1:26-31/Ps 33:12-13, 18-19, 20-21/Mt 25:14-30 

Next Sunday: Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29/Ps 68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11/Heb 

12:18-19, 22-24a/Lk 14:1, 7-14 



 

 


