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SEEK FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

 

Today’s readings invite us to examine our attitudes toward money. In today’s Gospel, Jesus clearly says: 
“You cannot serve both God and mammon” (Lk 16:13). In the second reading, Saint Paul says: “For there 
is one God. There is also one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as 
ransom for all” (1 Tim 2:5–6). 
 

Wealth can easily become the focus of our hopes. Instead of trusting fully in God, we stealthily place our 
trust in what we have or should like to have. We worry and become anxious, fearing that we shall not 
have enough. Jesus says: “So do not worry and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or ‘What are we to drink?’ or 
‘What are we to wear? All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly Father knows that you need them 
all. But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, and all these things will be given you 
besides” (Mt 6:31‒33). That is why we say in the Lord’s Prayer: “Give us our daily bread.” Psalm 34 
declares: “Fear the LORD, you his holy ones; nothing is lacking to those who fear him. The rich grow poor 
and go hungry, but those who seek the LORD lack no good thing” (Ps 34:10–11). 
 

Avarice, the excessive pursuit of material goods, is one of the seven capital sins. What we have is never 
enough, and we always want more. 
 

We cannot follow Christ without living the virtue of poverty. What Jesus asks of the young rich man 
remains the ideal for everyone to emulate: “You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and 
give to [the] poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me” (Mk 10:21). Of course, 
there is a different way of living evangelical poverty in each state of life. Parents with children are not 
called to live poverty in the same way as a Franciscan friar! 
 

Along with fasting and prayer, almsgiving is one of the three pillars of the spiritual life. Almsgiving 
purifies us from excessive attachment to material goods and delivers us from the love of money. The 
author of the Letter to the Hebrews wrote: “Let your life be free from love of money but be content with 
what you have, for he has said, ‘I will never forsake you or abandon you’” (Heb 13:5). 
We cannot live the virtue of poverty and be insensitive to the fate of the poor. In today’s first reading, 
the prophet Amos accuses many of his contemporaries of mistreating the poor: “Hear this, you who 
trample upon the needy and destroy the poor of the land!” (Am 8:4). However, our care for the poor is 
not philanthropy. Our love for Christ makes us love the poor and find Christ himself in them. Saint Teresa 
of Calcutta served the poorest of the poor because she encountered Jesus Christ in them: “[…] whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40). 
 

Today’s alleluia verse before the Gospel says: “Though our Lord Jesus Christ was rich, he became poor, 
so that by his poverty you might become rich.” This verse tells us that poverty is not an end but a means to 
achieve true riches. Christian poverty is to renounce whatever prevents us from becoming rich in God. In 
the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus proclaims: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven” (Mt 5:3). In today’s prayer after Communion, we pray: “Graciously raise up, O Lord, those you 
renew with this Sacrament, that we may come to possess your redemption.” 
 

“You cannot serve both God and mammon.” Let us ask for the grace to serve God and God alone. In 
serving God, may we find true contentment and treasure. 
 
Fr. Zé 



 

 

 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls 
of Judy Fries and Marion Sanders whose funerals 

were celebrated this past week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Peter Sponsor:  

Party Time Liquors.  
 

 St. Paul Sponsor:  

Premier Banks, 
 

St. Mary Sponsors:  

James Koller Family Dentistry and Cedar Ridge Wealth Management,  
 

St. Martha Sponsors  

Suburban Flood Covering, Bell Bank Mortgage, Hill Murray High School, Jeff Peterson Family, 

Minnesota Catholic Credit Union, Sandberg Funeral and Cremation Services.  
 

O'Reilley Sponsors:  

American Legion Post 39, Berwald Roofing, Joun and Claudette Bougie, Catholic Financial Life, 

Catholic United Financial, Council of Catholic Women, Duddeck Property Maintenance, Knights of 

Columbus, Polar Ridge Senior Living, T.A. Schifsky & Sons. 
 

We hope you all enjoyed the fruits of their generosity. 

FESTIVAL THANK YOU’S 

DIAKONIA 2ND COLLECTION  

This weekend we will have a second collection 

for the Diakonia fund to replenish our funds to help 
those in need.  
The Diakonia fund helps those in our parish and 
surrounding neighborhood with unplanned expenses or 
to help with gas and food. This is a one time help from 
the parish. As food and gas prices have risen we have 
seen a greater need for help 

HOLY FAMILY GUILD 

The Holy Family Guild (HFG) is a 
community of St. Peter families 
striving to grow in holiness together 
as we raise our children. If you are 
interested in joining the Holy 
Family Guild email list to stay 
informed about upcoming events, 

please email holyfamilyguild@gmail.com. 

We will be having our first event, an HFG Potluck 
celebrating the Feast of St. Matthew, on Tuesday, 
September 20th from 5:30 - 8 PM in the school 
cafeteria. We would love it if you joined us! 

 

Festival Thanks!  
The Festival planning team extends a huge "thank you” 

to the many area businesses and parishioners who have 

supported our efforts with a sponsorship.                                                                                    

We're especially grateful for our  

mailto:holyfamilyguild@gmail.com


 

 

The first Sunday Faith Formation kicked off a start last 
Sunday. We are overwhelmed by so generous response 
from over 60 volunteers and catechists. Thanks for your 
prayers and support. Please keep the children in your 
prayer and support. Commission of the catechists at 10:30 
am Mass followed by lunch prepared by our 6 stellar 
volunteers led by Joyce McKee. God’s blessings! 
 

“Here comes Jesus” is a song sung together as a wish for 
everybody. He comes prior even to our desire. Thanks, 
Andrew LeTellier, and Youth for leading this cheerful and 
true song. 
 

Parents were reminded during the talk in the church that: 
“[...] Catholic identity is not dependent upon statistics. Neither 
can it be equated simply with orthodoxy of course content. It 
demands and inspires much more: namely that every aspect of your learning community reverberates within the 
ecclesial life of faith. Only in faith can truth become incarnate and reason truly human, capable of directing the 
will along the path of freedom (cf. Spe Salvi, 23). In this way, our institutions make a vital contribution to the 
mission of the Church and truly serve society. They become places in which God’s active presence in human 
affairs is recognized and in which every young person discovers the joy of entering into Christ’s “being for 
others” (cf. ibid., 28).” MEETING WITH CATHOLIC EDUCATORS ADDRESS OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI, 
Conference Hall of the Catholic University of America in Washington, D.C.-Thursday, 17 April 2008 
 

 



 

 

     Visit us on Facebook 
Knights of Columbus North St. Paul,  
           Council 4967 
   

          Next General  
     Membership Meeting:  

          Monday, September 19  
 

In Fr. Zac fellowship hall. Rosary at 6:30, Business 
meeting at 7pm. All members are encouraged to at-
tend 

Become a Knight today! 

Contact Jeff Schmidt at 
jeffschmidt3@outlook.com 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

 

September 29, 2022 - Post Roe - What Now? 
 

Learn how the reversal of Roe v. Wade will impact the pro-
life cause in Minnesota. Join us as five top pro-life leaders 
share the latest information and opportunities for you to get 
involved and act on your pro-life beliefs. 
Social Hour: 5:00 - 6:50 pm 
Program: 7:00 - 9:00pm 
Location: St. Agnes School, 530 Lafond Ave, St Paul 
Hors d'oeuvres & drinks will be provided.  
Attendance is free for the general public. RSVP 

at  sjbusinessguild.com. This event is sponsored by the St. 
Joseph Business Guild. Contact Roger Vasko at 

Roger@sjbusinessguild.com with questions. 

CCW OFFERS CANCER BASKETS 

Cancer Baskets are a new ministry 
offered by CCW.  Baskets are filled 
with  soothing and healthy items to 
comfort those who are going through 

treatments for cancer.  

Please call the Office or Marlene Walters at 651-770

-9241 to receive one for yourself or a loved one.   

 
ST. JOSEPH’S GUILD 

DEACON DISCERNMENT DAY 

Saint Paul Seminary, September 24, 2022 
8:30am-5:00pm 

 

What is the deacon? Who can become a deacon? 
What does a deacon do? How does one discern and 
respond to the Lord’s call to Holy Orders? How are 
Holy Orders integrated with marriage and family life? 
What is the application, discernment and formation 
process? 
Deacon Discernment Day is a day set apart for men 
between ages of 25 and 59 and their wives if 
married, to learn more about the permanent diaconate 
vocation in this archdiocese. The day begins with 
Liturgy of the Hours Morning Prayer with current 
candidates in formation followed by four 
presentations, including lunch, and concludes with a 
4:00 pm Vigil Mass at the Saint Paul  Seminary. Any 
questions you may have and information on how to 
register, please email deaconvocation@archspm.org 

SCHOOL CAFETERIA HELPER 

Can you open milk cartons with ease? 

Do you enjoy using industrial 

dishwashers? Are you eager to help 

serve food that fuels our critical 

thinkers, virtuous leaders, and living 

saints? If you answered "Yes!" to any or all of these 

questions and are willing and able to give generously 

of your time between 11:30am-1:20pm a few days 

each week / month, email frontdesk@stpetersnsp.org 

with your availability and to learn more. 

http://sjbusinessguild.com/
mailto:Roger@sjbusinessguild.com


 

 

MONTHLY ADORATION AND  

LECTIO DIVINA 

ADORATION CHAPEL NEWS 
 

Join Fr. Ze and Chapel Coordinators for a gathering of adorers from the St. Peter Perpetual 
Adoration Chapel on Thursday, September 29th at 6:30 PM in Fellowship Hall. For years, many of 
us have prayed side by side, but this is a chance to gather, learn our names and learn our stories. 
It will be a beautiful moment and I hope you will join us! Refreshments will be provided. It will be a 
joy to spend time with this community!  
Are you interested in making a regular adoration hour? Contact Krysten Fulcher 
(krysten.k.fulcher@gmail.com) or Beth Minogue (beth.minogue@q.com) to register, or you can do it 
through our website https://churchofstpeternsp.org/adoration Hours of Most Need: 
 

          Hours of Most Need  

Mondays 7pm 
Tuesdays 12 AM (Midnight), 1 AM, 2 AM 

Wednesdays 12 AM, 2 AM 
Thursdays 12 AM, 1 AM, 11 PM 

Dear Engaged Couple, 
 

Planning for your upcoming wedding is a beautiful time. Your wedding day is the beginning of your marriage and 
commitment to each other for as long as you both shall live. 
If you are planning of celebrating your marriage here at Saint Peter, you should let us know at least 9 months in 
advance. 
 

To assist you at the start of this vocation, you are required to attend three pre-marriage information sessions here at 
Saint Peter. There is a substantial amount of information that will be beneficial and therefore we request both of 
you to be present. 
 

We will cover: 
• Overview of Theology of the Body with an introduction to Natural Family Planning (NFP) 
• Overview of the Catholic view on the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 
• Requirements and paperwork to be filled out 
• Pre marriage retreat information 
• Pre-marital inventory information 
Present a personal witness of married life 
 
 

If you have any question please 
 e-mail: wedding@stpetersnsp.org 

MARRIAGE PREP 

These are the dates of the next three sessions: 
Saturday, September 24, 2022, 12:30-5:00 (4pm Mass) 

Saturday, October 8, 2022, 1:30-5:00 (4pm Mass) 
Saturday, October 22, 2022, 1:30-5:00 (4pm Mass) 

 

Please join us Saturday, October 
1 after the 8:00 am Mass for 
Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Adoration Lectio 
Divina, confessions from 9-11, 
Benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament at 11:15. Closing with 
Mid day prayer.  
 
We will be offering Adoration 
and Lectio Divina on the first 
Saturday of the month.  

We have 5 subscriptions that 
have been donated to the 
church. This is a wonderful why 
to help grow your child/
children's faith.  
They will be available starting 

with the Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary time 
October 2 for family to enjoy and take a look at.  
 

We would like you to take one, enjoy it during mass 
and than return it after mass so that another child may 
use it. They will be available on the table in the 
gathering space from October thru December.   

MAGNIFI KID- MAGNIFICAT FOR KIDS 

 

mailto:wedding@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of September 18- September 25, 2022 

Sunday:   8:00 AM † Nora Rose Morelli 

   10:30 AM † Dan Leko 

                6:00 PM    Parishioners  

Monday:     8:00 AM † Fr. James Deegan 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM † Carol O’Shea 

Wed:       8:00 AM  † Fr. Antonio Maffucci 

Thursday:  8:00 AM † Kay Reber 

Friday:   8:00 AM † Fern Simonson 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  † Leonard Sears 

     4:00 PM † Kay Reber 

Sunday:   8:00 AM †  Brian Lee Berthiaume  

           10:30 AM   Parishioners 

               6:00 PM  † Joanne Wendel  

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
Week of  September 4 -  September 11, 2022 

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

Amount Collected  $20,389. 

Amount Budgeted  $18,635. 

Collected Year To Date  $239,193. 

Budgeted Year To Date  $247,685. 

% Above (or Below) Budget  (-3.43%) 

Amount Above (or Below)  
Annual Budget  ($8,492.) 

As of September 11, 2022 the Capital Improvement Fund balance 
is $27,421.82 after fully funding the church lighting and audio 

system project. 

Readings for the week of September 18, 2022 
 

Sunday: Am 8:4-7/Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8/1 Tm 2:1-8/Lk 16:1-13 
or 16:10-13 
Monday: Prv 3:27-34/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5/Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13/Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44/Lk 
8:19-21 
Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5/Mt 9:9-13 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17bc/Lk 
9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11/Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4/Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9—12:8/Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17/Lk 
9:43b-45 
Next Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7/Ps 146:7, 8-9, 9-10 [1b]/1 Tm 6:11
-16/Lk 16:19-31 

We offer baptism on the first 
and third Sunday of each 
month. The first Sunday is at 
noon outside of Mass. The 
Third Sunday is during the 
10:30 Mass. 
 
If this is your first child, you 
will need to attend a 

baptism class with Fr. Pietro. This class is offered on the 
first Tuesday of each month. To make arrangements 
for the class or schedule a baptism please call Connie 
a t  651 -894-6141 o r  ema i l  h e r  a t 
croering@stpetersnsp.org. 

BAPTISM 

We are seeking those 
interested in participating in 
the RCIA program. If you 
are Catholic and have not 
received the sacraments of 
R e co n c i l i a t i o n ,  Ho l y 
Eucharist, or Confirmation. 

Or if You are interested in learning about our Catholic 
faith or are considering joining the Catholic Church, 
please consider participating in the RCIA small group 
process which addresses these needs.   
 
 

Our parish RCIA instruction sessions will begin again 
this Fall. For more information or to schedule a meeting 
with Fr. Zé please contact Connie in the parish office. 
894-6141 

RCIA 


