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CHRISTMAS 2022 

 
 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; Upon those who lived in a land of gloom a light has 

shone” (Is 9:1). 

Christmas is a mystery of light. Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem brings new light and glory to the world and our 

lives, creating a family, a new home, relationships illuminated by grace. As St. Bernard wrote: “The incarnation 

teaches us how much God cares for us and what he thinks and feels about us” (Sermo 1 in Epiphania Domini). 

The birth of Jesus fulfills Scripture, the cosmos, history, and our hearts. It is the fulfillment of all desire. 

After the original sin, Adam and Eve fell into darkness. This darkness is characterized by fear, shame, 

isolation, and a false image of God as someone who is against us. They were hiding from each other and God: 

“The LORD God then called to the man and asked him: ‘Where are you?’ He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden; 

but I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid’” (Gen 3:9–10). 

Fear, shame, and isolation are the poison that the ancient serpent injected into our hearts. Jesus came to 

conquer fear with faith, shame with hope, and isolation with love. 

Christmas is the proclamation that God comes to rescue us! No more darkness: “the light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (Jn 1:5) 

In a famous sermon, pope Saint Leo the Great said: “Christian, remember your dignity [...] Do not forget 

that you have been rescued from the power of darkness and brought into the light of God’s kingdom” (Sermo 1 in 

Nativitate Domini). The encounter with Christ restores our dignity as beloved sons and daughters of God, 

destroying any false identities. We are free, and we are no more enslaved people! 

God’s light heals us from brokenness. The experience of God’s love restores us and gives us a new heart. As 

we are receptive to God’s light, we are transformed into God’s children:  “But to those who did accept him he 

gave power to become children of God” (Jn 1:12). Through baptism, we became truly a new creation, and we 

have received a superabundance of gifts: “From his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace” (Jn 1:16). 

The world is in the darkness and needs God’s light. To bring light to the world is the mission of the Church. 

We are called to build up a family, a home for our hearts, a place with the Holy Family as a model. 

May Mary, with her heart filled with love beyond all telling, obtain the grace that the new light of God’s 

glory shines upon the eyes of our hearts. 

Merry Christmas!  Fr. Zé 



 

 

The families have picked up their gifts. 
T hey were ve ry  exc i ted  and 
appreciative of everyone's generosity.  
Thank you for filling these families with 
joy and hope in the birth of the Christ 
Child. 
Merry Christmas! 

St. Peter Catholic School is seeking Christ-centered and 
mission-driven individuals for the following 
job openings. Job postings are also on the 

Archdiocesan Careers page:careers.archspm.org 

If you or someone you know is interested, send a 
resume (including professional references) and cover 
l e t t e r  t o  P r i n c i p a l  D e n n i s  R a n k i n 

drankin@stpetersnsp.org.  

 

Morning Extended Day Assistant  

(5-8 hours/week)  

Afternoon Extended Day Assistant  

(5-10 hours/week) 

ST. PETER SCHOOL IS HIRING 

Come and See St. Peter Catholic School! 
 
“Give thanks to the LORD, who is good, whose mercy 
endures forever.” We give thanks for St. Peter Catholic 
School as a 106-year-old mission at the heart of the 
Church of St. Peter. Our beautiful preschool - 8th 
grade community is eager to welcome your family. We 
are committed to making Catholic Education 
affordable to all 
families who desire 
it for their children. 
Registration for the 
2023-2024 school 
year will begin at 
the end of January. 

We invite you to 
learn more on a 
tour! Contact Anna Heintz, our Enrollment Coordinator, 
to learn more: aheintz@stpetersnsp.org or (651) 777-

3091 

  Catholic Schools 

Week  

Save the date, January 29, 

2023, as we kick off our 

Catholic Schools Week 

celebration.  Our theme for Sunday is Celebrate our 

Parish! Come to 10:30am Mass as we celebrate the gift 

of Catholic education, then join us in O’Reilley Hall for 

coffee and donuts.   

We also invite you to our Open House in the 

school.  Grab a punch card with places to visit in the 

school, visit each 

room and return 

the completed 

card to O’Reilley 

Hall for a 

prize!    
 

THE GIVING TREE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark your calendars for the 2023 Annual 

School Gala 
April 22, 2023 

 
Live and Silent auction items, Wine and Beer 

tasting, an amazing dinner and more. You 
won’t want to miss this event.  

 
We can’t wait to celebrate our wonderful 

school with all of you at our in person event 
on April 22, 2023 to share more about how 
we form critical thinkers, virtuous leaders and  

living saints.   
 

Hope to see you there! 

April 22 

http://careers.archspm.org/
mailto:drankin@stpetersnsp.org
https://careers.archspm.org/job/morning-extended-day-assistant/
https://careers.archspm.org/job/morning-extended-day-assistant/


 

 

FAITH FORMATION 



 

 

 

 

  Cana Dinner 
“Celebrate Love and Marriage” 

Saturday, January 21, 2023 
4:00pm - 9:00pm 

 

Come enjoy a beautiful evening with  
your beloved! Dinner will be catered  
by Donatelli’s of White  Bear Lake. 
There will be a testimony from a  

couple followed by a special blessing  
for all couples.  

Schedule: 4:00 Mass in the Church 
5:00 Check in and cocktail hour in Fel-
lowship Hall 
6:00 Dinner catered by Donatelli’s 
7:30 Testimony from a parish couple 
8:15 couple Blessing in the church 

       Cost: $50.00 per couple. Please RSVP by January 14th 

You’re Invited! 

HOLY FAMILY GUILD 

- Deliberate Catholic living 
- Striving for holiness as 
individual, couples, chil-
dren ,  and fami l ie s 
- Building a growing com-
munity of brothers and sis-

ters in Christ. 
Holy Family Guild is a community of St. Peter parish-
ioners who desire to build intentional Catholic friend-
ship as we raise our children and strive to grow in holi-
ness. Families gather for monthly family potluck dinners 
to share a meal, grow in community, and celebrate the 
liturgical life of our Catholic Church. 
Last month at the monthly family dinner, families 
learned about St. Nicholas and St. John the Apostle. 
The next family dinner will be Friday, January 20 and 
we will celebrate the Feast of St. Sebastian. 
In addition to gathering as families, there are opportu-
nities for HFG men and women to support, strengthen, 
and grow together in our life as fathers, mothers, 
spouses and Christians. The opportunities include book 
clubs, Advent and Lent 
prayer groups, retreats, 
g a m e  n i g h t s  a n d 
m o r e . G o t o 
www.churchofstpeternsp 
.org/hfg 
for more information and  
to sign up for our email list 
or email holyfamilyguild@gmail.com 
 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of December 24 - January 8, 2023 

 Saturday:  8:00 AM  † Maxine Kaiser 

     4:00 PM    Parishioners 

                6:00 PM    All Persecuted Christians 

Sunday: 12:00 AM † Gary Jungmann & Richard,                           

       Rosemary & Gary Hill 

                8:00 AM † Jennifer Ethier 

   10:30 AM † Maria & Dieter Ballack 

Monday:     8:00 AM † Peggy Turcotte 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM † Glenn O’Kane 

Wed:        8:00 AM † Georgine Harper 

Thursday:  8:00 AM † Colin Capistrant 

Friday:   8:00 AM † Nick John 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  † Ron Mickus 

     4:00 PM † John Joseph Vondrachek     

Sunday:   8:00 AM † Joe Zappa 

   10:30 AM † Dan Leko 

               6:00 PM     Parishioners    

Monday:   8:00 AM † Jeanne Kearney 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM † Mae Jordan 

Wed:        8:00 AM † Kay Reber  

                 9:30AM † Bernadette Murray 

Thursday:  8:00 AM † Vivian Demuth 

Friday:   8:00 AM    For Peace in our World 

Saturday:  8:00 AM † Wilbert Denno           

     4:00 PM † Richard Wendel 

Sunday:   8:00 AM † Theresa Danna 

   10:30 AM † Anna Marie Gow 

               6:00 PM     Parishioners      

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

HOLY DAY MASS TIMES 

 

SOLEMNITY: MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
Saturday, December 31: Vigil Mass at 4:00pm* 
Sunday, January 1: 8:00am, 10:30am*, 6:00pm 
*Incense 
 

SOLEMNITY: EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
Saturday, January 7: Vigil Mass at 4:00pm* 
Sunday, January 8: 8:00am, 10:30am*, 6:00pm 
*Incense 

 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the soul 
of Karen Jordan whose funeral was celebrated this 

past week. 

ADORATION CHAPEL 

 

“The modern world’s feverish struggle for unbridled,  

often unlicensed, freedom is answered by the bound, 

enclosed helplessness and dependence of Christ:  

Christ in the womb, Christ in the Host, Christ in 

the tomb." Caryll Houselander, The Reed of God. 
Hours of Most Need: Tuesday 3 PM, Thursday 12 
PM, 1PM. Contact Krysten Fulcher 
(krysten.k.fulcher@gmail.com) or Beth Minogue 
(beth.minogue@q.com) for more information. 

2ND COLLECTION 

We will be having a sec-
ond collection on Janu-
ary 8th for the Women’s 
Life Care Center. Please 
help support the Mom’s 
who have chosen life. 
(this replaces the baby 
bottle collection.) 

 

The second collection for the Retired Religious was  
$4,956.50. 

Thank you for your generosity.  

THANK YOU 

YOUTH FOUNDRAISING THANK YOU 

Thank you to all those 
who support the youth 
group by buying Tira-
misu. We raised over 
$550. Merry Christmas, 
and Happy New Year! 



 

 

Readings for the week of December 25, 2022 
 

Sunday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Night: Is 9:1-
6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20 
Day: Is 52:7-10/ 
Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 [3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 
9-14 
Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 
16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Wednesday:1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13
-18 
Thursday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 
Friday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 
128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23 
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18 
 
 

Readings for the week of January 1, 2023 
 
Sunday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 
2:16-21 
Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4/Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6/Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9/Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5/Jn 1:43-51 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20/Mk 1:7-
11 or 
Lk 3:23-28 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21/Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5 and 6a, and 
9b/Jn 2:1-11 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 
11)/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

If you would like to make a donation for the Christmas 
flowers and Christmas trees that will fill the church this 
Christmas season, please take one of the flower 
offering envelopes in the gathering space. If you 
would like it in memory of a loved one please put their 
name on the envelope.  You can place it the collection 
basket. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER OFFERING 

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION 

The Church of St. Peter would like to welcome all 
visitors. We’re glad you are here.  
 

Headphones are available to assist with hearing. Please 
see an usher or greeter if you would like to use a set. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are available. Please come to the 
sacristy before Mass to arrange to receive one. 

WELCOME 

Remember, if you are planning on making 
an end of the year donation, your donation will need 
to be received or postmarked by Saturday, December 
31, 2022, in order for it to be included on your 2022 
contribution statement.  
 

You can make your year-end donation online 
at giving.parishsoft.com/stpetersnsp or text Give to 
651-240-6260. 
 

Your support to our parish community is 
sincerely appreciated. 

YEAR-END CONTRIBUTION 

With Christmas Eve and Christmas Day falling on a 
Saturday and Sunday this year, the parish will have 
one less collection to fund its mission and operations. 
Since there will not be a regular Sunday 
collection separate from the Christmas Mass collection, 
we hope that you remember to bring both contribution 
envelopes to Mass that weekend. Thank you for your 

continued support! 

http://giving.parishsoft.com/stpetersnsp


 

 


