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THE BEATITUDES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Beatitudes were Jesus’ first official speech. The Sermon on the Mount was a programmatic speech in 

which Jesus synthetically expressed his main message, the essential core of his mission. It was Jesus’ inauguration 
speech. 

What Christ presented on that occasion was the constitution of what it means to be a Christian. As a consti-
tution defines a country, the Beatitudes describe what a Christian should be. 

When someone starts a mission and has to give a speech about it, he has to state the most important ideas 
he plans to accomplish. Even in my case, the homily I delivered during my first Mass twenty-seven years ago con-
tained the essential ideas I am trying to live every day. 

The Sermon on the Mount came about in a very curious manner. Jesus delivered it after meeting with a 
crowd of hundreds of people. A crowd is always inspiring. We can find out many things by looking at a crowd.  

After experiencing the crowds, Jesus went up to the mountain, the most beautiful place in the Holy Land, 
with a tranquil view of the Sea of Galilee and the surrounding region. He needed to meet with the Father. In the 
intimacy of prayer, he needed to understand the meaning of what he was living and time to clarify his mission, the 
mission given to him by the Father. 

The Sermon on the Mount was born from Jesus’ meeting with the crowds and the prayer on the mountain. 
The Gospel says: “Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples came to 
him” (Mt 5:1). 

He fixed his eyes on his disciples and started delivering a magnificent speech. He spoke to the Apostles but 
also directed what he was saying to the crowds. In these crowds, we can see all the generations of mankind and all 
of us. The Apostles received their mission: to proclaim what they had heard from the Master. 

In this speech, Jesus made promises. He promised to give seven things: the Kingdom of Heaven, consolation, 
inheritance of the land, satisfaction, mercy, the vision of God, the title of the children of God, and great reward in 
heaven. 

However, to achieve all these things, there are eight prerequisites: to be poor in spirit, to mourn, to be 
meek, to hunger and thirst for righteousness, to be merciful, to be clean of heart, to be a peacemaker, to be perse-
cuted and to be insulted. 

Only those who fulfill all these prerequisites can receive Jesus’ promises. It seems impossible. If Jesus is mak-
ing promises that are impossible to obtain, why would he do so? 

Jesus is neither a demagogue nor a dreamer. He was not proclaiming a utopia. On the contrary, while he 
was proclaiming the Beatitudes, he was the embodiment of their realization. What Jesus promises is already real-
ized in him. He is the “blessed.” He is inviting all of us to be blessed with him and in him. 

To live the Beatitudes, we need to let Jesus live in us, to let him lead us.  
To be blessed and to live the Beatitudes that Jesus proclaims is a matter of letting Jesus lead our lives. We 

do not have to do many things. To be blessed, we only have to do one thing: to allow Jesus to live in us. 
May the Blessed Virgin Mary obtain the same docility of heart that she had so that we, too, can live the 

Beatitudes proclaimed by Jesus. 
 
Fr. Zé 



 

 

St. Peter’s has a beautiful 
prayer shawl ministry.  
If you love to knit or crochet 
consider, making prayer 
shawls for those that are sick 
or for anyone that is in need 
of the comfort of a blessed 

shawl.  

For more information or if 
you would like a prayer 
shawl please contact Beth 

Minogue 651-779-6228. 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

It is that time of year when St. Peter and dozens 
o f  o t he r  Ca tho l i c  s c hoo l s  i n  t he 
Midwest participate in the Catholic Schools 
Raffle sponsored by Catholic United Financial. We 
have an ambitious goal of raising $20,000 this 
year. Each ticket raises $5 and every dollar 
ra i sed  s tays  he re  a t  S t .  Pe te r !   
 
These dollars raised from the raffle are essential 
for us to keep our school operating budget in 
good order and to make annual improvements 
such as capital projects, additional financial aid 
awards, and increased compensation of faculty/
s t a f f .  E v e r y  l i t t l e  b i t  h e l p s ! 
 
Tickets can be sold from January 17th-February 
26th. Students will be selling tickets in the 
gathering space after masses starting next 
weekend (1/28-1/29). We appreciate the 
continued generosity of our parishioners in this 
fundraiser.   The drawing will be held on March 9, 

2023. The grand prize is a 2023 Chevy Trax SUV.    

National  Cathol ic 
Schools Week (CSW) is 
an annual celebration 
of Catholic education 
i n  t h e  U n i t e d 
States.  We will be 
kicking off a week-
long celebration of our 
school on Sunday, 
January 29th. There 
will be a theme for 
each day as we count 
every blessing of our 

Catholic school community.   
 

Sunday, January 29th - Celebrate Our Parish 
“The Eucharist is ‘the source and summit’ of the 

Christian life.” (CCC 1324)  

 
We thank the Church of St. Peter for their 

dedication and commitment to Catholic 
Education.  Following Mass, all families and 

parishioners are invited to coffee and donuts in 
O'Reilley Hall as a thank you for your support.  All 

are welcome to stay for a scavenger hunt in the 
school as well.  

 

Come join The Celebrating Seniors 

for the February Luncheon 
 

enjoy friendship and a delicious meal. 
 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
Fellowship Hall 

11:30 – 11:55 gathering time – (check-in) 
12:00 noon – lunch 

 
Make reservation by Monday, February 6 

Call Linda Carlson 651-738-1075 
 Cherie Jepson 651-270-9632 

 
                Cost:  $12.00    Pay at check-in 

Checks payable to Church of St Peter 
    

Our next senior Luncheon 
 will be held on Wednesday, March 8, 2023 

      

https://stpetersnsp.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ed61e67b3d9f92af7daf449&id=0005cb89e6&e=2087cdc498
https://stpetersnsp.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=01ed61e67b3d9f92af7daf449&id=0005cb89e6&e=2087cdc498


 

 

FEAST OF THE CHAIR OF ST PETER 

Join us in celebrating the 
Feast of the  

Chair of St. Peter with a 
pancake breakfast. 

 
February 12  
8:30-Noon 

In O’Reilley Hall 
  

Free will offering  
Sponsored by the Knights 

of Columbus  
 

This will be in place of the Family Faith  
Formation Lunch.  

ST. CECILIA CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

Calling all eager 
children, grades 
2nd-5th, to make 
a joyful noise for 
the Lord! St. 
Peter Catholic 
Church would like 
to welcome back 
the St. Cecilia 
Children’s Choir 
as a way for 
c h i l d r e n  t o 
participate in an 
intentional way 
into the Mass. 

The choir will rehearse every Thursday from 4:15-5pm 
beginning on February 16th, 2023. They will sing once 
a month at the 10:30 Mass until the end of the school 
year. For more information and to sign up, please 

contact Annie Goodwin, agoodwin@stpetersnsp.org.  

The deadline for signup is  
Friday, February 10, 2023.  

The Fall Festival 
Committee will host 
its kickoff planning 
meeting on Thursday, 
February 9 at 6:30 
pm. in the St. Paul 
Room. Please enter 
through the E-1 
door.  Please join us 

to learn about our event plans, our working 
committees, and other ways you can help us. We do 
most of our work in sub-committees to minimize the 
number of meetings and keep everyone informed on 
our planning status through our committee emails. A 
huge "thanks" to everyone who selected Fall Festival on 
their Stewardship of Time and Talent pledge card. 
We're so excited to have you join us. Questions? Want 
to be added to our update emails? Contact Kari 

at kari@umn.edu or at 651-332-1070.  

February 7, 7-8:30pm. Grab a 
friend, and join us to learn about de-
signing and decorating the domestic 
church. Learn what it takes to be a 
hospitable hostess, and discover how 
to transform your home into a Sanctu-

ary from a Professional Interior Designer who will give 
practical tips and tricks you can implement yourself! 
Complimentary wine and cheese will be served. First 
100 to register attend free! Sponsored by the women 
of St. Joseph Business Guild at the Church of St. Mark, 
2001 Dayton Ave, St. Paul 

RSVP at www.sjbusinessguild.com 

LADIES NIGHT OUT  

mailto:agoodwin@stpetersnsp.org
mailto:kari@umn.edu


 

 

 
 
 
 

Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls 
of Margaret Opatz and Mary Mondor whose funerals 

were celebrated this past week. 

Dale Ahlquist: "
 

Dale Ahlquist author, founder of Chestertonian institu-
tions, and G.K. Chesterton aficionado 
with us about what Chesterton has to teach us about 
the relationship between the ever
home and work.
Sponsored by the St. Joseph Business 
Guild at Holy Cross Church,
1621 University Ave.
Heavy Hors d'oeuvres, beer & wine
Registration is $12 for members,
students, and the unemployed.
sjbusinessguild.com

 FISH  
   FRIES 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars 
The Lenten Fish Dinners are back! 

 
February 24, March 3,10,17,24 

4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 
 

St. Peter Catholic School Cafeteria 
2620 North Margaret St, North St. Paul MN 

 
Baked and Deep-Fried Cod 

Green Beans, Mac and cheese 
Au gratin potatoes, Coleslaw 

Breadsticks, Coffee, Milk 
 
 

Gluten free options and carry 
 out orders available 
All you care to Eat 

Adults $ 15.00 - Seniors $14.00  
Kids (12 and under) $5.00   

6 and under Free 

Once again our generous donor 
has offered us the Magnificat 
for half the price of the yearly 
subscription. 
We have purchased 100 copies 
at $15 for a one year 
subscription.  
We have about 20 left. 
Please let me know if you would 
like a years subscription which 

will start on March 1. If you have a subscription from 
last year you will need to renew it.  
Call the parish office 651-777-8304 or stop in.  
 

MAGNIFICAT SUBSCRIPTION 

Dear St. Peter  
Parishioners, 
 

The BACKPACK 
PROGRAM is in the 
midst of almost 10 
years of providing 
food for children in 
need at a local 
elementary school. In 
case you are 
unaware of the 
program let me 
offer a br ief 
description: The 

program provides weekly bags (backpacks) of food 
for families in crisis. Hungry children are able to 
receive free and reduced lunch at school during the 
school week, but often on weekends they go hungry.   
 

St. Peter parishioners donate specific food items or 
give monetary donations to buy the food for the 
“backpacks”.  The food is distributed into bags
(backpacks) to be delivered to the school every 
weekend of the school year for the children in need. 
These children may not have access to kitchens, which 
makes the food needs more specific. The meals need to 
be single serve, microwavable and shelf stable. Each 
bag contains 3 dinner items, 2 lunch items, 2 breakfast 
items, fruit/pudding/peanut butter/applesauce cups, 
oatmeal, granola bars, shelf stable milk, snacks. 
 

The program is funded through the end of this school 
year but is in jeopardy of being discontinued for the 
next school year due to lack of donations of both food 
and monetary support. 
 

Please consider donating to this program that is so 
appreciated by the children who receive? 
 

There is a box near Fellowship Hall labelled 
BACKPACK PROGRAM where food donations can be 
dropped and monetary donation envelopes can be 
used and put into the collection basket. 
 

For more information please contact, Sue Williams 763
-257-3117 or jsdswilliams@comcast.net 

http://www.sjbusinessguild.com/
http://www.sjbusinessguild.com/


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of January 29 - February 5, 2023 

 
Sunday:   8:00 AM † Ray & Dot Stoltz 

   10:30 AM † Horace, Amelia & Betty Hill 

      6:00 PM    Parishioners 

Monday:     8:00 AM † Dorothy Holmes 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM † Carol O’Shea 

Wed:        8:00 AM † Frank & Harriet Kielsa 

                9:30 AM † Jerome Richgels 

Thursday:  8:00 AM † Fern Simonson 

Friday:   8:00 AM † Gretchen Jeska 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  † Julia Sicam 

     4:00 PM † Diana Mayers 

Sunday:   8:00 AM    Parishioners  

   10:30 AM † Maria Coco 

               6:00 PM  † Joanne Wendel      

Readings for the week of January 29, 2023 
 

Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
(Matthew 5:3)/1 Cor 1:26-31/Mt 5:1-12a 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24/Mk 5:1-
20 
Tuesday: Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30, 31-32/
Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-
18a/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Heb 2:14-18/Lk 
2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc/Mk 6:14-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/
Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Is 58:7-10/Ps 112:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 (4a)/1 Cor 
2:1-5/Mt 5:13-1 

Beginning with the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the 
Lord on Sunday, January 8,th at the 10:30am Mass, 
the blessing and sprinkling of water as a memorial of 
Baptism will take place. This rite will take the place of 
the Penitential Act at the beginning of Mass. The Holy 
Water will be blessed as part of the liturgy then the 
Priest will use the aspergillum to sprinkle the faithful as 
a reminder of the significance of Baptism. Moving 
forward, this Rite will take place each Sunday at the 
10:30am Mass unless there is a Baptism during Mass. 
Baptisms are typically scheduled the 3rd Sunday of the 
month. The use of incense will accompany this Rite 
each Sunday at 10:30 Mass.  

RITE FOR THE BLESSING AND  
SPRINKLING OF WATER 

Did you know? We now 
have in stock a wonderful 
book by our Pastor, Fr. Ze, 
featuring a good number 
of his inspiring homilies for 
your meditation and discus-
sion with fellow parishion-
ers and perhaps the Pas-

tor/author himself!  

The bookstore is open af-

ter Mass. 

 

BOOKSTORE 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

January 29:  
Catholic schools week  

 Donut Sunday 
 

February 4: 8:30am. Adoration  
with Lectio Divina 
 

February 8: Senior Luncheon 
 

February 12: Family Faith Formation  
Chair of St. Peter Pancake Breakfast 

 

February 20:  Parish office and school closed 
 

February 22:  Ash Wednesday  
Mass times:  6:30am, 8:00am, 9:30am and 7:00pm 

 

February 23: 9:00am  The chosen bible study  
  
February 24: Knights of Columbus Fish Fry. 

 7:00pm Stations of the Cross  
 

February 25-March1: Parish Mission 
 

March 3,10,17 and 24  
Knights of Columbus Fish Fries 
7:00pm Stations of the Cross 

CCW Breakfast, Saturday February 11th after 8am 
Mass at Perkins on Co. Rd D near White Bear Ave. 
 

Quarterly Deanery Meeting. Thursday, February 16th, 
8:15am-1:30pm at St. Odilia's Catholic Church, Shore-
view. 
Rsvp to Mary Pokorny, rmpokorny@gmail.com by 
February 6. Purse and jewelry sale. 

CCW  



 

 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
January 22, 2023 

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

As of January 15, 2023 the Capital Improvement Fund balance is 
$38,573.30 after fully funding the church lighting and audio system 

project.  

We have drawn spiritual and academic life from our 
parish and Catholic schools. What return will we make of 
these gifts? As the good steward of the Gospel, shall we 
give to God sufficient return for our gifts? Consider a life 

culminating gift through your Will.  

The Church of St. Peter would like to welcome all 
visitors and anyone who has recently moved to our 
community.  
 

If you are interested in joining our parish, there are 
information packets in the rack in the gathering space, 
or contact the parish office at 651-777-8304. 
 

Headphones are available to assist with hearing. 
Please see an usher or greeter if you would like to use 
a set. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are available. Please come to the 
sacristy before Mass to arrange to receive one. 

WELCOME 

Amount Collected  $29,502. 

Amount Budgeted  $27,425. 

Collected Year To Date  $751,949. 

Budgeted Year To Date  $753,350. 

% Above (or Below) Budget  -0.19% 

Amount Above (or Below)  
Annual Budget  ($1,400.) 

We offer baptism on the first and 
third Sunday of each month. The first 
Sunday Baptism is celebrated at 
noon outside of Mass. The Third 
Sunday Baptism is celebrated 
during the 10:30 Mass. 
If this is your first child, you will 

need to attend a baptism class with Fr. Pietro. This 
class is offered on the first Tuesday of each month. To 
make arrangements for the class or schedule a baptism 
please call Connie at 651-894-6141 or email her at 
croering@stpetersnsp.org. 

BAPTISM 

CCW OFFERS CANCER BASKETS 

If you or someone you know is 
going through treatment. The 
CCW  are offering baskets 
that are filled with  soothing 
and healthy items to comfort 
those who are going through 
treatments for cancer. Please 
call the Office to receive one for yourself or a loved 

one. 651-777-8304  

HELP US KEEP OUR RECORDS UP TO DATE  
We are always striving to keep our records up to date and we 
need your help. If your address has changed, if you have gone to 
cell phones only, or if you have changed emails, please let us 
know. You can contact the parish office at 651-777-8304 or  
croering@stpetersnsp.org. 

If you would like to add someone to the monthly prayer list,  
Please contact  Connie at the parish office 651-894-6141. 
We will be happy to add them to the list under hope and healing 
or under cancer.  
You must have permission from the person in order for them to be 
added to the prayer list.  
If you have a loved one in the military services, you may add 
them to the prayer list. 

PRAYER LIST 

PARISH RECORDS 



 

 


