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Conquering the Tempter 

 
Today’s Gospel says that Jesus, led by the Spirit, went to the desert. He remained there for forty days in prayer 
and fasting. In the Bible, the wilderness is a place of encounter with God but also a place of temptation. 

After this long period of fasting, Jesus was hungry. Then, the devil took advantage of Jesus’ weakness to 
tempt him. 

The devil also chooses our moments of weakness and fragility to tempt us. When we are in the midst of 
difficulties of any kind, we are the most susceptible to temptation. 

Jesus came to this world to combat and conquer evil and its causes. Romano Guardini wrote: “He knows that 
he has been sent not only to bear witness to the truth, indicate a way, to animate a vital religious attitude, to 
establish contact between God and man; but also to break the power of those forces which oppose the divine 
will” (Romano Guardini, The Lord). 

Satan tempts Jesus three times, seeking to compromise his filial attitude toward God. Jesus rebuffs these 
attacks, which recapitulate the temptations of Adam in Paradise. 

The difference between the first reading and the second is that in the first, a human being fell into 
temptation, whereas in the second reading, Jesus conquers the tempter. Jesus is the new Adam. The old Adam was 
defeated. Now Jesus is the victor. 

Jesus conquered Satan definitively on the Cross. However, the power of the devil continues. We keep 
seeing diabolic things happening in the world and inside the Church. How can this be possible if Jesus conquered 
Satan? 

What Satan and his fallen angels are doing is what defeated armies do before the victors arrive. They try 
to destroy as much as possible. Nonetheless, they have been definitively defeated. Satan’s power exists only 
where human freedom chooses evil instead of good. 

We must fight this battle. However, it is a peaceful battle because we are already victorious in Jesus. It is 
like in the movies: we know who will win in the end. Our task is to accept Jesus’ victory, nothing more than this. 

To fight this battle against evil and sin, we need to use the means that Jesus gives us. Especially this season, 
the Church reminds us how important fasting, prayer, and almsgiving are to keep our relationship with God alive. 
We are also reminded how crucial confession is. Confession is the remedy for sin, not only for the forgiveness of 
our sins but also to sanctify our lives and give us the strength to conquer temptations. 

Let us entrust our lives to the Virgin Mary, who, more than anyone else, witnessed the power of Christ’s 
grace against evil and ask her to protect us in our battles against all temptations. 

 
Fr. Zé 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION 



 

 

 STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE  

 Fr. Zé announced a project that the parish will be undertaking in the coming months regarding the convent/rectory. 
 

Back in 2006/2007, the parish rectory was demolished for the building of the new church. As a part of that build 
came administration offices that existed in the original rectory. During the construction of the church, a home was 
purchased off campus for Fr. Griffith to live in, and temporary office space was created in the existing convent. 
 

Once the church was finished, the offices were relocated to the new administration building, and Fr. Griffith was 
replaced by Fr. Diezel, and shortly there after it was determined that Fr. Diezel would move back on campus and 
work was done to make the main floor a residence for one priest. The sale of the home was used to pay down the 
debt of the church. 
 

At that time there were also three separate apartments that were rented out with very little changes to the space. 
Fr. Matthew arrived and it was necessary for us to utilize one of the three apartments for him to reside. 
 

In 2015, the Archdiocese made the decision to move Fr. Diezel, and bring three priests from the Fraternity of St. 
Charles Borromeo with the expectation that a few more would join. The role of these priests was to oversee our 
parish and school, and the ones not assigned to the parish were utilized in the Archdiocese for teaching and other 
assignments. 
 

Upon the arrival, very little was done to renovate any space in the convent to accommodate up to six priests. These 
priests are living in what it was like many years ago with the nuns. So we looked how we might enhance the space 
to be a bit more suitable living conditions, such as adding bathrooms and moving the chapel back to the original 
space it was. Currently there only two bathrooms for 3-6 priests. 
 

As you know, our extended day is in the basement of the convent. This space is to accommodate children dropped 
off early for school and for late pick up. This space was created many years ago to house the kindergarten class 
and nothing has been done with the space since. 
 

This past summer we discovered a mold problem in the space, and we were required to install air quality machines 
to ensure we had adequate air quality for the children. The plan for this space is to remove all the paneling on the 
exterior walls, address any mold issues, insulate with a vapor barrier, frame the wall and sheetrock and paint. This 
will include some new cabinetry and sink and counter. 
 

All the above items will cost the parish approximately $350,000 which part of the funding will come from ERC 
grant we received during Covid. The remaining amount we are hoping to raise by your contributions. 
 

In the gathering space you will find cards that you can fill out if you find it in your heart to support this project. We 
are looking for a two year commitment from you to help pay for the work. 
 

If you have any questions please contact jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org or call at 651-894-6154. 
In Christ, 
Jeff Peterson 

Calling all crafters and artisans! The Fall Festival is hosting an Arts, 
Crafts, and Community Market in O'Reilley Hall on September 23 and 
24 during our Fall Festival. We are currently accepting applications for 
space at the event.  
Fees for the 2-day event are $40 per 10-foot space that includes an 8
-foot table. The Festival committee will review all applications to make 

sure we have the perfect mix of vendors and products. Learn more and sign up here:  
https://churchofstpeternsp.org/festival-market 
 
If you are a crafter, please consider joining us. If you know of an area crafter, please let them know about our 
event!  Questions? Contact Kari at kari@umn.edu or at 651-332-1070. 

FALL FESTIVAL  

https://churchofstpeternsp.org/festival-market?fbclid=IwAR0r8qV0kmPc3Fn7MvH9i0bE3S1D8EEDJdFeSGrT_DmdWC1RgLgTgcvTZ98
mailto:kari@umn.edu


 

 

Come and watch the Chosen 
During Lent on Thursday mornings we will be watching 
the Chosen, Season 1. Our first showing will be on  
March 2 at 9:00am in the St. Paul Room.  We will con-
tinue until Easter. You won’t want to miss it. 

Come join us for a Lenten journey into Ed-
ward Sri’s  

“No Greater Love”  
A Biblical walk through  

Christ’s Passion 
Sunday evenings in Fellowship Hall 7:00pm-

9:00pm. February 26, March 5, 12, 19 and 26. 
Books are optional, but can be purchased through 
Ascensionpress.com  

 LENTEN BIBLE STUDY  

The St. Peter Catholic School 2023 Gala will be held Saturday, April 22, 
2023.  The St. Peter Annual Gala is our school’s largest fundraiser and pro-
vides an opportunity to celebrate our community, reach our financial goals, and 
provide an excellent faith-based Catholic education for our students. 
Your Support Matters!  

Pray: Over the years, we’ve been blessed with the  outpouring of support from 
the parish community for this wonderful event.  We thank you in advance for 
your prayers and support again this year.   

Attend the event: All parishioners are invited to attend our in Person annual gala. Enjoy an evening with wine tast-
ing, a silent auction, buffet dinner, live auction, and raffles. It’s an excellent opportunity to meet fellow parishioners 
and families, while hearing about our parish school’s incredible impact in our children’s lives.  Please consider at-
tending this beautiful community building fundraiser event.   
If you have attended our annual gala in the past few years, an invitation was mailed to you last week.   Invitations 
are available in the parish & school offices, or you can purchase tickets on our gala website https://
stpetersnsp.ejoinme.org/gala2023.  

Donate to the Silent Auction: Donations for our silent auction are always appreciated. In the gathering space at 
church you can find a board with items needed for our silent auction.  As in previous years, take a card with what-
ever item you wish to donate, purchase the item(s) and then drop them off in the parish or school office no later 
than March 17, 2023.  

Consider becoming an Event Sponsor: Our event sponsors are integral to the annual gala.  This is a chance to 
showcase your business or show your support for Catholic education. The funds raised from sponsorships help offset 
the cost of running the event. Please visit the Sponsorships page on our gala website for more information or email 
our gala coordinator to discuss sponsorship opportunities.  

If you have any questions,  or would like to be a sponsor for this wonderful event please contact our gala coordi-
nator, Anna Heintz at aheintz@stpetersnsp.org.   

"Jesus has made Himself the Bread of Life to give us life.  Night and day, He is 
there.  If you really want to grow in love, come back to the Eucharist, come back to 
that Adoration." Mother Teresa 
 

Thank you to all who have signed up to be adorers!  For those who are unsure, 
please stop by any time, especially during Lent to spend some quiet moments with 
Jesus.  You won't be sorry. 
 

HOUR OF MOST NEED - Saturday 7 pm 
 

Contact Krysten Fulcher (651-245-7936 krysten.k.fulcher@gmail.com) or Mary Sauer (651-246 -5748 

mary.j.sauer@gmail.com) or our website to sign up: www.churchofstpeter.weadorehim.com. 

ADORATION CHAPEL 

https://stpetersnsp.ejoinme.org/gala2023
https://stpetersnsp.ejoinme.org/gala2023
https://stpetersnsp.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2023AnnualGala/Sponsorships/tabid/1340741/Default.aspx
mailto:aheintz@stpetersnsp.org


 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of February 26 - March 5, 2023 

 
Sunday:   8:00 AM † Don Buehre 

   10:30 AM † Lou Parranto 

      6:00 PM    Parishioners 

Monday:     8:00 AM † Edgar Meyer 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM † Verley & Humphrey Lynch 

Wed:        8:00 AM † Ken Corcoran 

                9:30 AM †  

Thursday:  8:00 AM † Beverly Jahn & Sonny Carlson 

Friday:   8:00 AM † Joseph Zabilla 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  † Gertie Pinter 

Sunday:   8:00 AM † Richard Fontaine 

   10:30 AM † Deceased Members of the  

                                  Weber Family 

               6:00 PM     Parishioners 

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

Mark your  
calendars 

The Lenten Fish 
Dinners are 

back! 
 

March 3,10,17,24 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

St. Peter Catholic 
School Cafeteria 

 

Baked and Deep-Fried Cod, Green Beans,  
Mac and cheese, Au gratin potatoes, Coleslaw, 

 Breadsticks, Coffee, Milk 
 

Gluten free options and  
Carry-out orders available 

 

All you care to Eat 
Adults $ 15.00 - Seniors $14.00   

Kids (12 and under) $5.00   

 

FISH

Readings for the week of February 26, 2023 

Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7/Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17 
(see 3a)/Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19/ 
Mt 4:1-11 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mt 
25:31-46 
Tuesday: Is 55:10-11/Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 18-19/
Mt 6:7-15 
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10/Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19/Lk 
11:29-32 
Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Ps 138:1-2ab, 
2cde-3, 7c-8/Mt 7:7-12 
Friday: Ez 18:21-28/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 507a, 7bc-8/
Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday: Dt 26:16-19/Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8/Mt 5:43
-48 
Next Sunday: Gn 12:1-4a/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 
(22)/2 Tm 1:8b-10/Mt 17:1- 

 CCW Meeting on March 6th at 6pm 
in Fellowship Hall,  S-W are Hosting 
the meeting.   Mark your Calendars 
for our Spring Craft/Bake Sale on 

March 25th and 26th after Mass.  

CATHOLIC COUNCIL OF WOMEN 



 

 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
February 19, 2023 

As of February 5, 2023 the Capital Improvement Fund balance is 

$35,429.96 

We have drawn spiritual and academic life from our 
parish and Catholic schools. What return will we make of 
these gifts? As the good steward of the Gospel, shall we 
give to God sufficient return for our gifts? Consider a life 

culminating gift through your Will.  

The Church of St. Peter would like to welcome all 
visitors and anyone who has recently moved to our 
community.  
 

If you are interested in joining our parish, there are 
information packets in the rack in the gathering space, 
or contact the parish office at 651-777-8304. 
 

Headphones are available to assist with hearing. 
Please see an usher or greeter if you would like to use 
a set. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are available. Please come to the 
sacristy before Mass to arrange to receive one. 

WELCOME 

Amount Collected  $27,209. 

Amount Budgeted  $28,050. 

Collected Year To Date  
        

$871,305. 

Budgeted Year To Date  $846,695. 

% Above (or Below) Budget  2.91% 

Amount Above (or Below)  
Annual Budget  $24,610. 

WE NEED YOUR HELP 
We do our best to keep our records up to date, but we 
can’t do it without your help. Please let us know if  
you gave up your landline, you have a new phone number, 
mailing address or email address. We appreciate your help 
keeping our records up to date. 

 

BOOKSTORE 

Mark Your Calendars 

 
 
 

 

February 26: 4:00pm Anniver-
sary Mass for Luigi Giussani 
 

March 3,10,17 and 24  
Knights of Columbus Fish Fries 
7:00pm Stations of the Cross 

 

The Sacrament of Confession: 
Every Saturday from 9:00-
11:00am, Tuesday– Friday and Sunday one half hour 
before Mass 

This weekend is our commitment weekend for the 
Catholic Services Appeal. Your gift to the Catholic 
Services Appeal supports an array of ministries that 
include pro-life, seminarian support, Catholic 
education, services to those most in need and Synod 
evangelistic priorities in the building up of our local 
church. Please prayerfully consider making a gift that 

will impact the lives of so many people 
throughout the Archdiocese of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis through your abundant 
generosity. To learn more about the 
Catholic Services Appeal please visit 
the CSAF website CSAF | Catholic 
S e r v i c e s  A p p e a l  F o u n d a t i o n 

(csafspm.org). You can donate using the QR code.  

Did you know? We have a won-
derful selection of children's 

books, including this special one:  

A padded board book featuring 
five captivating jigsaw puzzles 
about the story of Noah. Makes a 
sweet gift that can be a lovely 

quiet time focus for the little one during Mass or in the 
Adoration Chapel. Come see what else is new at the 
bookstore, open after weekend Mass or upon request 

during parish office hours.  



 

 


