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Spiritual Blindness 

 
Jesus cured a man who had been blind since birth. It is hard to imagine the extraordinary experience that the man 
had! For the first time, he saw colors, faces, sky and clouds, trees and birds. How different the world was after his 
encounter with Jesus! 

People were amazed at what had happened to him! However, many did not believe: “His neighbors and 
the people who used to see him before, when he was a beggar, said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ 
Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, but he looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the one’” (Jn 
8–9). They could not accept that Jesus had performed a miracle, that God was present in him. A similar prejudice 
in modern culture does not allow God to intervene in real history, relegating the divine to the sphere of subjectivity. 

When the man who was born blind was brought to the Pharisees, their position became evident. They did 
not look at him attentively. They asked the man many times: “‘What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once, and you wouldn’t listen’” (Jn 9:26–27). They were not listening. They ig-
nored the miracle. They had already decided that Jesus couldn't have cured the man. 

The position of the formerly blind man was very different. When the Pharisees said to him that Jesus was a 
sinner and the miracle was impossible, he only answered: “Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; all I know is that I 
was blind and now I can see”(Jn 9:25). He answered with his own experience. He does not have any theory about 
Jesus. The only thing he knows is what happened to him. The man born blind was faithful to what happened to him. 
He was a free man before the power of the Pharisees, who banned him from the synagogue. Our personal experi-
ence of Jesus and our experience of accomplishment in our lives allows us to be free before any kind of power. 
We are free if we retain the memory of what we have found. 

In the second reading, Saint Paul says: “You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord” (Eph 
5:8). A miracle also happened to us. We also passed from darkness to light, as did the blind man. When did it 
happen to us? It happened to us on the day of our baptism. However, our blindness persists. It is hard for us to see 
Jesus present in our lives. We participate in a secular mentality that does not accept God as someone close to us. 
Indeed, we all believe in God. However, there are many times when we live as if He did not exist or, at least, we 
consider Him secondary. Our interests come first. 

Why does this happen? Perhaps it is because we think that if we let God enter our lives more, we risk losing 
something. We feel that God is against us. This suspicion began with our first parents in Paradise. 

Today, let us ask Jesus to heal our spiritual blindness and give us the light we need to be happy. 
 

Fr. Zé 
 



 

 

FAITH FORMATION 

BOOKSTORE 

A 5-star rating on Amazon 
for Bringing Lent Home with 
Mother Teresa: Prayers, Reflec-
tions, & Activities for Families: 
"My children are young, 6, 3 
& 1.5 yrs old. Each year pro-
ceeding up to this one I have 
done my Lenten journey "on 
my own" so to speak. I always 
kept my eyes open for a fam-
ily way of sharing Lent...The 
entries are easily understood 

& simple enough for younger kids & yet they are quite 
meaningful for us adults." By EWTN host Donna-Marie, 
who befriended Mother Teresa, found in our bookstore 

for much less than Amazon.  

6:30-8:30  
Tuesday, March 21 

Tuesday, March 28 

 



 

 

St. Peter Parish Office 
Telephone:  651-777-8304 

 

Pastor 
Fr. José Maria Cortes, jcortes@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Fr. Pietro Rossotti, prossotti@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Assigned Deacon Eric Cooley  
 ecooley@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Assigned Deacon Bob Bisciglia  
 bbisciglia@stpetersnsp.org  
 

Chief of Staff 
Jeff Peterson, Ext. 6154 jpeterson@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Assistant to the Pastor 
Connie Roering, Ext. 6140  
croering@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Accountant 
Mike Fellrath, Ext. 6149 mfellrath@stpetersnsp.org 
(Monday thru Thursday 8:30 am-4:30 pm) 
 

Liturgy Coordinator 
pteachout@stpetersnsp.org 
(Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm) 
 

Music Coordinator 
Tim Roy,  Ext. 6142 troy@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Faith Formation Coordinator 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coordinator 
Barb Waldorf, Ext. 6160  
bwaldorf@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Maintenance  
Maintenance@stpetersnsp.org  
 

School Principal 
Dennis Rankin, Ext. 6156 drankin@stpetersnsp.org 
 

Cemetery 
Scott Duddeck, Ext. 6151 

"Oftentimes, I just stay there, simply seated (in Eucharistic Adoration), receiv-
ing food.  This calm unconscious repose does me good.  I am nourished, my 
strength returns.  "Blessed Edward Poppe 
 

Hour of most need - Tuesday 1am 
 

If your Lenten plans have gone astray,  time spent in adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament will get you back on track.           
Contact Krysten Fulcher (651-245-7936, krysten.k.fulcher@gmail) or Mary 
Sauer (651-246-5748, mary.j.sauer@gmail.com) or visit our website 
(churchofstpeter.weadorehim.com) to sign up. 

ADORATION CHAPEL 

You're invited! Please 
join the Holy Family 
Guild for our next 
gatherings in April and 
May!  
 
Wondering who we are? 
The Holy Family Guild is a 
community of St. Peter 

parishioners who desire to build intentional Catholic 
friendship as we raise our children and strive to grow 
in holiness. Families gather for monthly family potluck 
dinners to share a meal, grow in community, and 
celebrate the liturgical life of our Catholic Church. 
 
Our next themes and gatherings will be:  
Tuesday, April 25 (Feast of St. Mark) 5:30-8 pm 
Monday, May 22 (Feast of St. Rita) 5:30-8 pm 
 
Please go to www.churchofstpeternsp.org/hfg or 
contact us at holyfamilyguild@gmail.com with 
questions, to request more information about the 

upcoming events, or to join our email list.  

We hope to see you there!  

 
Pictured: In January, we celebrated the Feast of Saint 
Sebastian with a dart competition in the gym!  

mailto:bbisciglia@stpetersnsp.org
http://www.churchofstpeternsp.org/hfg
mailto:holyfamilyguild@gmail.com


 

 

The St. Peter Catholic School 2023 Gala is fast approaching! Our annual 
gala is Saturday, April 22, 2023, with a virtual silent auction beginning on 
Monday, April 17. All parishioners are invited! The St. Peter Annual Gala 
is our school’s largest fundraiser and provides an opportunity to celebrate 
our community, reach our financial goals, and provide an excellent faith-
based Catholic education for our students. Enjoy an evening with wine 
tasting, a silent auction, catered dinner, live auction, and raffles. Meet 
fellow parishioners and families while hearing about our parish school’s 
incredible impact on our children’s lives. 

     Your support matters!  

Wish to attend the event? Please consider attending this beautiful community building fundraiser event.  Tickets can 
be purchased online at  https://stpetersnsp.ejoinme.org/gala2023. 

Want to participate in our raffle(s)? Purchase raffle tickets after weekend masses on the following dates: March 
18 & 19, March 25 & 26, and April 15 & 16.  

• 50/50 Raffle! $50/ticket-only 200 tickets sold. Winner keeps half of the earnings. 

• The Famous Booze Bucket Raffle! $5/ticket. Winner goes home with a literal bucket of booze sure to stock your 
fridge for months. You do not need to be present to win. 

Thank you to our Event Sponsors: Our event sponsors are integral to the annual gala.  This is a chance to showcase 
your business or show your support for Catholic education. The funds raised from sponsorships help offset the cost 
of running the event.   

                                                                      Thank you to  

Koller Family Dentistry, MN Catholic Credit Union and Premier Banks  

for becoming sponsors for our event.   

Please visit the Sponsorships page on our gala website for more information or email our gala coordinator to 
discuss sponsorship opportunities.  

Have a question? Email us gala@stpetersnsp.org. Thank you to all our parishioners supporting this great cause! 

The Festival team will 
begin planning games for 
the young and the young 
at heart at their sub-
committee meeting on 
Thursday, March 9, at 
6:30 p.m., in the St. Paul 
Room. Team members will 

begin planning for our the children's/youth games 
offered at this year's event. If you're interested in 
working at or learning more about this part of the 
Festival, please join us.  
 

Other upcoming planning meeting: 
 

Thursday, March 23, at 6:30 p.m. St. Paul Room-
Sponsorship packages 
 

Interested in learning more about our biggest "fun-

raiser" of the year? Want to learn more about our 

planning sub-committees? Contact Kari at 651-332-

1070 or at kari@umn.edu We'd love to have you 

share your gifts with us! 

 
Mark your Calendars for   

 March 25th and 26th after Mass.  
 
 

Come and buy a delicious baked good to take home 
and shop the handmade gifts. 

Stay for coffee  

 

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN 



 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Week of March 19- March 26, 2023 

 
Sunday:   8:00 AM † Peg Monn 

   10:30 AM †  Joseph Cicchese  

                6:00 PM    Parishioners 

Monday:     8:00 AM † Cal Stein 

Tuesday:   8:00 AM † Joseph Rauh Sr. 

Wed:        8:00 AM † Tony Schmoll  

                9:30 AM † Jerome Richgels 

Thursday:  8:00 AM † Sophie Kuehn 

Friday:   8:00 AM † Jeanne Murphy 

Saturday:  8:00 AM  † Vivian Demuth 

                4:00 PM  † Ken Corcoran 

Sunday:   8:00 AM † Glenn O’Kane 

   10:30 AM † Gretchen Jeska 

                6:00 PM    Parishioners 

 

VICTIM/SURVIVOR ASSISTANCE 
PROMISE TO PROTECT - PLEDGE TO HEAL 

A SAFE PLACE TO COME FORWARD 
ARCHDIOCESE VICTIM ASSISTANCE: 651-291-4475 

LAST  
Fish Fry of  

2023! 
 

March 24 
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm 

 

St. Peter Catholic 
School Cafeteria 

 

Baked and Deep-Fried 
Cod, Green Beans,  

Mac and cheese, Au gratin potatoes, Coleslaw, 
 Breadsticks, Coffee, Milk 

 

Gluten free options and  
Carry-out orders available 

 

All you care to Eat 
Adults $ 15.00 - Seniors $14.00   

Kids (12 and under) $5.00   
6 and under Free 

 

FISH

Readings for the week of March 19, 2023 
 

Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
5, 6 (1)/Eph 5:8-14/ 
Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38 
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 
27 and 29/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/ 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 5:1-
16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15/Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-
18/Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 23/Jn 
5:31-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Ps 34:17-18, 19-20, 21 and 
23/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a,8b-9, 10, 11/
Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 
(7)/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 
33b-45 

Ca l l i n g  a l l 
crafters and 
artisans! The Fall 
F e s t i v a l  i s 
hosting an Arts, 
Crafts ,  and 

Community Market in O'Reilley Hall on September 23 
and 24 during our Fall Festival. We are currently 
accepting applications for space at the event.  
 

Fees for the 2-day event are $40 per 10-foot space 
that includes an 8-foot table. The Festival committee 
will review all applications to make sure we have the 
perfect mix of vendors and products. Learn more and 
sign up here:  
https://churchofstpeternsp.org/festival-market 
 

If you are a crafter, please consider joining us. If you 
know of an area crafter, please let them know about 
our event!  Questions? Contact Kari at kari@umn.edu 
or at 651-332-1070. 

FALL FESTIVAL  

2ND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 

WE COULDN’T DO THIS 
WITHOUT OUR MANY  
SUPPORTERS 
WE SERVE OVER 2,600 
FAMILIES YEARLY 
Each year we continue to grow 
in our ability to serve hundreds 
of families. Our support from numerous businesses, 
churches and organizations in the community enables us 
to make a positive influence in the community. 

https://churchofstpeternsp.org/festival-market?fbclid=IwAR0r8qV0kmPc3Fn7MvH9i0bE3S1D8EEDJdFeSGrT_DmdWC1RgLgTgcvTZ98
mailto:kari@umn.edu


 

 

SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
March 12, 2023 

As of February 5, 2023 the Capital Improvement Fund balance is 

$35,429.96 

We have drawn spiritual and academic life from our 
parish and Catholic schools. What return will we make of 
these gifts? As the good steward of the Gospel, shall we 
give to God sufficient return for our gifts? Consider a life 

culminating gift through your Will.  

The Church of St. Peter would like to welcome all 
visitors and anyone who has recently moved to our 
community.  
 

If you are interested in joining our parish, there are 
information packets in the rack in the gathering space, 
or contact the parish office at 651-777-8304. 
 

Headphones are available to assist with hearing. 
Please see an usher or greeter if you would like to use 
a set. 
 

Low Gluten Hosts are available. Please come to the 
sacristy before Mass to arrange to receive one. 

WELCOME 

Amount Collected  $20,450. 

Amount Budgeted  $19,630. 

Collected Year To Date  
        

$944,854. 

Budgeted Year To Date  $915,940. 

% Above (or Below) Budget  3.16% 

Amount Above (or Below)  
Annual Budget  $28,914. 

We offer baptism on the first and 
third Sunday of each month. The 
f i r s t  Sunday Bapt i sm i s 
celebrated at noon outside of 
Mass. The Third Sunday Baptism 
is celebrated during the 10:30 
Mass. 
 

If this is your first child, you will need to attend a 
baptism class with Fr. Pietro. This class is offered on the 
first Tuesday of each month. To make arrangements 
for the class or schedule a baptism please call Connie 
a t  651 -894 -6141  o r  ema i l  h e r  a t 
croering@stpetersnsp.org. 

BAPTISM 

Mark Your Calendars 

 

 

LAST FISH FRY 

March 24: 
• Knights of Columbus Fish Fries 
• 7:00pm Stations of the Cross 
 
March 25/26:  
• CCW Bake and Craft Sale 
 
April 1:  
• Spring Marriage Prep Morning 
 

 

The Sacrament of Confession: 
Every Saturday from 9:00-11:00am, Tuesday– Friday 
and Sunday one half hour before Mass 

Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal supports an 
array of ministries that include pro-life, seminarian 
support, Catholic education, services to those most in 
need and Synod evangelistic priorities in the building 
up of our local church. Please prayerfully consider 
making a gift that will impact the lives of so many 
people throughout the Archdiocese of St. Paul and 
Minneapolis through your abundant generosity. To 
learn more about the Catholic Services Appeal please 
visit the CSAF website CSAF | Catholic Services 
Appeal Foundation (csafspm.org). You can donate 
using the QR code.  



 

 


