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St. Peter Paraguay Mission Timeline 
 

2003  

Fr. Quinn mentioned a Parish in Paraguay to Fr. Griffin if he would consider a partnership and adopt them 
as a sister parish.   

 

2004 

Fr. Griffin and youth leadership Sean Burke made a visit to Paraguay to meet Fr. Miguel Cáceres. Thus 
began the relationship with our sister parish Cristo Redentor in Coronel Oviedo. 

 
Father Miguel along with two other priests are responsible for 28 chapels within a 25 miles radius.  In 

order to offer Mass services some may only have mass once a month.  

Many of the parishioners will walk up to three miles to attend mass.  

Chipa is a daily staple [looks like a bagel] in Paraguay. 

School Parish is called San Antonio [St. Anthony] a big celebration is held on Feast of St. Anthony is June 
16.  

St Anthony school runs two shifts there is a morning shift and afternoon shift. Many students within the 
same family will share uniforms for the morning and afternoon shift.  

Approximately 300 students per year with 200 students  in grades 4-10 attending in the morning and 
approximately 100 students in preschool through 3rd grade attending in the afternoon.  

With the general fund and second collection donation St. Peter has helped with maintenance repairs, 
build two new pre school classrooms and adoration chapel, faith formation classes, and the medical 
clinic throughout the eighteen-year partnership.  

Food Program helps to feed the students and the poor. For many of the students this may be the only 
meal they get.  

Sponsorship cost since 2004 has been $300 even though cost have almost tripled. Fr. Miguel has tried 
to continue supporting the school and parish. Scholarship money covers:  

Tuition, uniforms and footwear 

School supplies like notebooks pens 

Large part of the cost is spent on photocopies as the students do not own the books due to high cost. 
It is more affordable to buy paper, ink and maintenance of photocopiers.  

Biggest expense is spent on food to feed the children and their families. 

2005  

Meal Program Started with only one meal per week for the students and the poor. 

 



2007 

Change to Program name to Padrinos for Paraguay which means “God Parents for Paraguay.” The name 
was picked to reflect the vision for the program which is meant to be more than a one-way donation.  

  

Originally the program was one on one sponsorship with a child, but this became very hard to manage for 
Fr. Miguel as some children would get regular communication and some would not within the same family.   
 
Created a cook book as a fund raiser.  

 

2009 

Program changed to scholarship to help students and their families.  

 

Food program 2011 change  

This year Fr. Miguel has implemented feeding the school children a daily breakfast instead of serving a 
large lunch which was done in the past.  By making this change the children get to school early and are more 
attentive throughout the day.  A smaller portion of milk, bread and small meal are served for lunch.  Father 
Miguel and the teachers can see a noticeable improvement in the children because they are eating regularly 
and even their faces look healthier. 

 

Medical Clinic 2011 

This is new established clinic held once a week provides a very practical service which fills a great need.  

 
The clinic provides the following services:  

· Education on how to combat pests that spread disease. 

· Instruction on proper hand washing, dental care and hygiene in the home. 

· Education on eating habits, in particular taking advantage of the abundance of healthy local produce for 
consumption to prevent seasonal diseases 

Vaccinations against communicable diseases. 

 

2019-2021 Pandemic 

During the pandemic Father has had to change the focus for the support St. Peter has provided.  

He has had to help pay for internet access for many students in order to be able to do remote learning.  

Large need for help with medications for families who lost the little work they had to survive.  

Has been providing mask and food for the poor, he is providing about a 700 to 1200 meals a day.   

Has created food bags for the poor to pick up.  

Has helped pay for salaries for the teachers not only at St. Anthony but at other local schools.  



2020 –2022 

This has been a very challenging year for Parish at Cristo Redentor .  As you recall we were getting a 
new Pastor at the end of 2019-2020 and a month before he was to begin he was having minor sur-
gery when he had a heart attack and passed away.   Several months after we were finally assigned 
a new Pastor, Fr. Salomon who has been dedicated the last two years  to the Parish and handles the 
financials. 

Sorry for not answering sooner because I was in a funeral of a priest of the congregation who died on 
Saturday.  This is the fourth priest to die in two years and is a very strong blow to the congregation. 
Thank God I am very good and very strong in health with a lot of work but the desire to work has not 
diminished. I turned 66 years old and in great health. 

Fr. Salomon dedicated himself to the parish and takes care of the economy of the fathers and travels 
a lot. The provincial, our maximum authority left him in charge of the  parish and me in the school and 
the Commodore [food program]. With the death of the fourth priest , we have difficulty covering all 
the commitments. We also have three priests who are sick, they are not old but they are very sick. We 
have nine parochial to cover the four schools, so we are very tight.  I'm still in the school and I have a 
few years to retire. In January we will meet to discuss our situation of the 22 priests, 4 priests who 
have passed away and the 3 priest who are in very bad health. 

All this presents us with a new challenge. We remain confident in God's love and mercy. 

On the other hand on a positive note we have 18 seminarians representing the future. We have a lot 
of hope in a couple of years we will have some new priests. 



 

February  

The school, San Danto Domingo Sabio, has 20 students 
and is located in a poor community.  Many of the chil-
dren come to school barefoot, another comes without 
eating. We provide some milk and cereals for snack. 
10 come in the morning and 10 in the afternoon. Since 
2019 we are helping  with food assistance ,notebooks 
and clothes.  Some of the other student along with two 
teaches.   

 

Happy Kids day.  The kindergarten class at St. 
Anthony’s. 

March 2022 

Cordial greetings from Paraguay and many blessings. 

We are in full school activity and a very good atmos-
phere.   Little by little the students are returning to 
normal. The country is going through a very difficult 
time, the rise in fuel prices has affected the economy 
a lot. 

. 



We frequently prepare different types of food for snack and lunch, for a 
varied diet, with fruits, banana, yogurt, peanuts, dulce de leche with pea-
nuts. We look for special discounts and offers for purchase. Another group 
of students makes sure all is clean. Creativity on how food is made so they 
do not get bored eating many of the same items.          

Other food products are mango ice cream, avocado, oranges, beets, and 
cabbage. 

Work of making mango-based products, as mango is very good for eating.   

This year we will be working on several projects taking advantage of the 
fruits of the season that are abundant in Paraguay and grow everywhere 
and many times it is under used even though you can get them for low  cost 
or free from nearby trees.        

Lunch with the students at the end of the morning. We always server all the 



  
 

June 2022  

25th Anniversary of the school of St. Anthony of 
Padua  



 
Sol Cardozo, 16 years old, she has four  4 
brothers and  just finished the ninth grade. 
She lives with their parents and is preparing 
for confirmation. She is in an entrance 
course for a technical baccalaureate. 

Sol is a very bright girl. 

Cesar Lopez, 15 years old 
lives with his parents and has 
two brothers. He is very 
smart. When he finishes 
school, he wants to study 
law, in order to be able  
defend the poor.  He is one 
of the 17 students preparing  
to receive Confirmation next 
Sunday. 



     2022 Food Program 

The Food Program Dining room 
celebrates 20 years of services 
to the most needy. So far this 
year we have offered 48 lunch 
events with an average of 600 
people for each lunch. We 
have distribution lines and food 
delivery still in COVID mode, 
where a family member comes 
to pick up the food. 

We are very fortunate to be able to help so many 
needy people, especially since so many were and are 
still being affected by COVID. Many have lost their 
jobs or loved ones.  With the support from all of you 
at St. Peter’s, every donation is greatly appreciated. 
Every dollar you give helps us help so many with food  
and milk.  Your compassion and donations saves many 
from hunger.  



Junior Lezcano is 12 years old and in the 6th grade. He has  3 brothers. He is dia-
betic with a very strict diet. We provide milk and other food for his diabetic 
needs along with medication.   A doctor friend of my family attends to his medical 
needs for free.  Along with the strict diet he requires a lot of physical activity. He 
is very grateful for the help  we provide that is life saving.  

Our students participated in a dance festival 
winning first place in Paraguayan dances 

 

 

 

Exhibition of the final works.  

Each class was presented awards for the 
work they performed during the year.  

WILDO RAMON GIMENEZ TORRES is 18 years old and is a senior in high 
school.   He lives with his dad, his mother died a year ago of Covid.  His 
father is out of work as there was a lot of job loss and not everyone could 
not get their job back. The majority of parents do not have enough income 
to be able to live with  much dignity. Wildo comes to school on a motorcycle 
and often does not have enough money for gas. We help him with a certain 
amount of gas and we provide him a lot of help in other areas as much as 
we can.  We have an economy crises which is affecting many.  

FERNANDO ANDRES GIMENEZ SANTO is18 years old and a 
senior. In the middle of the school year last year, Fernando  
asked for a space to study and food since his father lost his job 
during the pandemic and had to go to the city to look for work. 
We are helping him with tuition and is in the Food program.   
Fernando is very grateful for the help. he is receiving.  



 

Fatima ARMOA is 8 years old and lives with her parents. She has  
two brothers and is  finishing  the second grade. She is dedicated 
to Paraguayan dance. She is just starting to read but has issues 
with reading but does have the capacity.  Sometime she does not 
want to study but has the capacity. 

 

Santiago Esteche is 8 years old and finishing second grade. He has 
two brothers and live with their parents. They live in  a very poor 
neighborhood. Their language skills and terminology is at a very low 
level. We try to educate them about studying and having values. He 
has shown an important rebound this year. The pandemic did him a lot 
of damage and his addiction to social media and being on his  cell 
phone is very strong. As many kids after the pandemic are addicted 
to their phones. 

Braihan Escobar is 17 years old, and lives with his parents 
and is in his second year in an agricultural school. Next year 
he finishes his school. He has a chance to a technical school 
because he would like to study  agronomy. We continue to 
accompany and support him in everything we can to ensure 
he accomplishes his goal.  

María Cecilia Britos in 2018 started school in the pre-kindergarten. 
She is in the second grade. She is an only child. Maria Cecilia is a  
very intelligent girl and loves school. Since the pandemic we have 
been helping her with internet cost and how to work the internet.  
She wants to be a school teacher. 



School Awards and Class Presentation  2022 

Students of the second grade present their final project of the year. In a month the school year ends. 

 



Thiago Cazal is 8years old and just finished 2nd grade. He has a 
brother who has serious health problem. His brother must always 
have his psychologist who accompanies him permanently. 

Milagros Acebedo Rodríguez just finished the second grade and is 8 
years old. She lives with her maternal grandmother. Her parents went 
to Spain to work. She is very intelligent and is  very nice and good 
student. 

Alan Ocamposis in the second grade and is an only child. He is 8 years 
old and lives with his mother. His father is a fubolista [Soccer player) 
who moved to another country and abandoned them. Alan does not 
like to study much but loves to practice and love sports.  

Nayelli Jazmin Bogado just finished the second grade. She is 8 years 
old and is an only child. She comes to school on a motorcycle driven 
by her grandfather.  She misses her father who does not live with 
them. Nayelli is a dancer and likes Paraguayan music. 



José Luis Palma Dávalos finishes the second grade and is 8 years 
old. He has been in the programs  since pre-kindergarten.  He is a 
little shy and is trying to overcome his shyness. Every student must 
practice with a microphone to overcome their shyness and gain  
confidence. 

 

 

Marcelo Cohene is 7 years old and finishing the second grade. 
He is an only child and lives with his grandmother.  His mother 
traveled to Argentina to work. He has a very strong character, 
has difficulty assimilating what he has studied, and is slow in his 
learning.   

Clarice Gimenez is 8 years old and is finishing the second 
grade.  She has two sisters and lives with her parents.  She 
was born with some physical deformations. She has been 
operated on several times and is very self conscious about 
her looks. But despite everything, she is very intelligent, and 
has no difficulty in learning. 

JOVANY Estigarribia Sosa finishes second grade and is 8 
years old.  He is an only child.  His mother is depressed she 
projects her mood to her son. His mother works and he stays 
with his grandmother. He follows psychological treatment and 
he is stable.  We have helped him a lot during the pandemic. 
We have even acquired lenses because he also has a visual 
problem. 



ALEJANDRO Cañete Bogarin is 14 years old and finishes the seventh grade.  
He lives with his father and usually comes to school by bicycle.  He is very 
applied in his study. He is a little shy, but with a lot of effort and support he 
is overcoming shyness. We continue to sponsor and accompany him next 
year. 

Valentina Paredes is 15 years old and lives with  her parents. She is finish-
ing primary school . Next year , she will start taking some college courses. 
She is thinking of getting her Bachelor of Science in Computer Science. The 
program takes three years to complete. She is very intelligent and we are 
providing support to help her reach her goals.  

Clara Britos is18 years old and has finished high school.  She is very intelli-
gent.  We are counseling  and encouraging her  and are in discussion with 
her what options she has in study and obtaining a career that does not take 
a lot of time. She has limited resources, as she is the oldest child. There are 
still four brothers who still have to attend school and have to be supported. 
Clara lives in the countryside with her parents, who will depend on her for 
support with her siblings. 

Helping to support children with disabilities is important to us, as the government does not offer much 
assistance to these students.  



2022  Summer  

With the abundance this time of year of bananas, milk recipes and 
bags of banana mixtures were provided for over 200 students, with 
different recipes and demonstrations.  Several students prepared bags 
of bananas and bags of protein powder mixture to give out for student 
to create smoothies with the banana mixtures at home like they were 
shown in school. The banana is a fruit that is abundant in spring and 
summer. We make ice cream, juices, jam, yogurt , smoothies and some 
desserts. Each product has its own ingredients, but the main thing is milk 
and bananas. Food is very important for full stomachs to help to achieve 
a better result in learning.  In addition, they can make it at home.  

Every day we do some activity to motivate our students to learn some-
thing useful for life. Some of our students will open a place to sell their 
products during the holidays made in an artisanal way.  On other days  
students help make banana ice cream shakes with milk for the students 
to enjoy and to show other uses for bananas.  It's a way of motivation to 
use local fruits available for food.  

 

 

The Food Program is more important more than ever.  Many families 
continue to be affected by the pandemic and economic crises.  

Food bags are provided on a regular basis to hundreds of families in 
need.  

We try to provide the important staples of eggs, bread, milk and 
clean drinkable water. We continue to feed the students for lunch.  



2022 Nov 27 

The community of San Rafael is a distant of 10 
minutes away. I accompany them two Sundays 
a month for different celebrations.  It is a large 
community. We are preparing for Christmas 
today, the first Sunday of Advent. 



2022 

The community of St. Francis of Assisi, a distance of 15 minutes 

away. I accompany them for different celebrations.  It is a 

community of 50 families.  First communion of 17 children was 

the first group after the pandemic. We are preparing for 

Christmas today, the first Sunday of Advent. 



Festival of talents Friday, November 25, 
2022 with the  participation of students 
of all grade levels and all school shifts.  
This was about 800 students with their 
families.  We were able to serve fruit 
salad, taking advantage of the fruits that 
are abundant this time of year. 

. 

Many volunteers and the participation of the 
student for the talent show . 



Dionisio Benítez Toledo is 6 years old. He has two 
brothers and lives with his parents. He arrives at 
school on a motorcycle since he lives only ten minutes 
away. 

Mellani Buernet Gonzalez is 5 years old. She finished 
kindergarten and next year starts preschool.  She is very 
cheerful and likes school very much.  She has three 
brothers and also  comes to school on a motorcycle with 
her grandmother.  

Emiliano Jara will be 18 years old next  year  and 
will graduate from high school.  Emiliano would like 
to be a technical director.  He enjoys playing soccer 
and has been living with his father the last 7 years.  
His mother lives in Argentina with his step siblings.  

Junior Delgado is 9 years old and just finished the 
third grade. He has  three brothers and lives with 
his parents. Because of Covid 19, Junior is very 
afraid of the disease as many of his friends lost 
their parents.  



2022 St. Anthony School Year Ending.   Pictures of Fr. Miguel with some of the students and teachers. 

 Day Time Pre-school students receiving certificates after the school mass.  



 November 2022     Afternoon Shift Pre-school students receiving certificates after the school mass.  

Pre-School 3 years old 



                 Class of 4th Graders  

                 Class of 6th Graders  



2022 November School Year Ending and the beginning of Advent.  Fr. Miguel with some of the 
graduating students. 

Clara González is 19 years and a High School graduate.  She 
has begun taking college entrance courses in pediatrics.  She 
has been very dedicated in her studies. Clara still lives with 
her mother.  

Deisy Dávalos  is an honor student and received the highest 
grades in her class. She is searching for a technical college to 
specialize in an area as a professional. 

Thiago Santa Cruz is 19 years old and is an honor student.  
He is a very good student and diligent in his studies.  Thiago 
is a great young man.  



November 2022  School Year Ending 

Ruth Diana Benitez Toledo finishes the third grade 
and she is 9 years old.  She is a distinguished student 
in her grade. She has two brothers and lives with her 
parents. She is very applied to study and carries the 
honor as the best in her classroom. 

Nicol Giorello Gonzalez is 8 years old. She 
just finished 2nd grade and is a honor student 
in her class. She wants to become a writer.  
She has 4 brothers and lives with her parents. 

Erica Talavera Alarcón finished the second grade and is 8 
years old. She is the best student in her grade. Very dedicated 
to study and likes to sing.  

She is an only child is currently living with her grandmother. Her 
mother returned from Spain after being gone for a while.   

Fiorella Jazmin González is 10 years old 
and just finished the fourth grade. She is a 
honor student. She is very dedicated to her 
studies. She lives  with her parents. They live 
15 minutes from school. 



November 2022  School Year Ending 

Fr Miguel with some of his students 

Matías Balbuena is 19 years old and has finished high 
school. We have been helping him for 12 years.  His 
mother has been living in Spain for 10 years. Matias 
will be moving to Madrid  to live with his mother to 
further his career.  He is very grateful for the support 
he has been receiving and could not of finished school 
without the support he received.  

Roberto Cáceres is 19 years old.  Three years ago 
he moved to Argentina but we have continued to 
help him so that he can finish school and be the first 
to graduate.  He wants to finish his studies and get a 
technical career.  He had to move to help his mother 
in Argentina.  

Ramiro Balbuena is 18 years old and finished high 
school. He has take some college courses to get his 
bachelor's degree. Part of the school year was with 
us, then had to move to Argentina and then again 
came back to Paraguay.  We have been helping him 
for several years.  



Expansion of a classroom for 80 people.  It will serve to provide different courses.  In two weeks it will be 
ready by the time classes begin in 2023. It would be necessary to equip and get two air conditioning 
units. 


