
St. Jude Church History 
 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered in the Sapphire Valley area since the summer of 1964. In the 

beginning, Mass was celebrated in the meeting room of the Sapphire Valley Inn through the generosity of Mr. 

and Mrs. Gene Howerdd and later through the new owners, the Sapphire Valley Development Corporation. As 

a mission of Sacred Heart in Brevard the people of Glenville, Cashiers, Sapphire and Lake Toxaway were 

responsible for the growth of the catholic faith in this area. The congregation, many of them seasonal 

residents, eventually outgrew these facilities… but was it now large enough to undertake the expense of 

building a new church? 
 

At about this time, Mrs. Gene Howerdd became seriously ill. Praying to St. Jude for her recovery, she promised 

that when she regained her health, she would do all in her power to raise the funds for a chapel in Sapphire 

Valley, and if she could, would have it named in his honor. Fr. Charles Mulholland, then the Pastor in Brevard, 

petitioned the Bishop of Raleigh for permission to establish a new mission, to call it St. Jude and to begin plans 

for building a new church, and permission was given. Mrs. Howerdd had fulfilled part of her promise and set 

out to complete her pledge. 
 

The initial gift came from the Howerdds, several acres of ground, located on highway 64, on which the church 

could be erected. The second gift came from Fr. Mulholland. Through his brother, a professor at Catholic 

University, he arranged for architectural students at that institution to take on design of the chapel as a class 

project. Scale models of the five best designs were sent to Sapphire Valley so St. Jude parishioners could 

choose their new church. One, an octagonal chapel of fieldstone, appeared a perfect compliment to its 

mountain setting. 
 

In the summer of 1969, the difficult part of raising the cost of the chapel began. Through donations and 

pledges from parishioners, many fundraising projects and a $15,000 grant from the Catholic Church Extension 

Society in Chicago, sufficient funds were raised to break ground for the new church in August of 1971. Milton 

Pate, an Atlanta architect was called upon to implement the student’s design. 
 

On June 27th 1972, Bishop Michael Begley concelebrated the first mass at St Jude. Statues of the Virgin Mary 

(donated by Mrs. Richard Beymer) and St. Jude (donated by friends in memory of the Howerdds daughter) 

were carved of linden wood. The carved wooden doors originally fashioned in antiquity came from a 

monastery in Spain. The massive altar stone was cut by slaves and originally destined to become part of a 

railroad trestle over the Chatooga River until the Civil War interrupted those plans. When Fr. Paul Byron was at 

St. Jude, he made a gift of a ship’s bell to the church to welcome the faithful to Mass. In 1979, Fran Trainor 

completed the sculpture of the “Young Madonna – Full of Grace” and the clay stations of the cross. A small 

efficiency apartment, to be used by visiting priests, was added in 1990, courtesy of the Howerdd family. 
 

The congregation continued to grow and recognized the need for classrooms, a Parish Hall and office space 

and in 1999 began plans for an addition. Again, through the generous donations from members of the 

congregation, funds were raised, and plans were approved. The hall was completed in December of 2001. On 

August 18th 2002, Bishop William Curlin was present for the Dedication and Blessing of the completed Parish 

Hall. 
 

The St Jude Catholic community has grown from a handful of parishioners in a meeting room in Sapphire 

Valley Inn to over 400 parishioners attending mass during the summer months, to be an integral part of the 

Glenville, Cashiers, Sapphire and Lake Toxaway communities. On July 5th 2022, the culmination of all the hard 

work and many prayers of the current and former parishioners and priests of St. Jude resulted in the elevation 

of St. Jude from a Mission to a Parish with Fr. Jason Barone as the first Pastor. 


