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SAT  4:00 pm 
SUN 8:00 am, 
 9:30 am, 11:30 am 
MON  9:00 am  
TUE 9:00 am 
WED 7:00 pm  
THU None  
FRI None

OFFICE HOURS

SUN    8:00 am - 1:00 pm
MON  9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
TUE 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
WED 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
THU 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
FRI 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
SAT  Closed

BAPTISMS 
By appointment. Parish 
membership and pre-
registration for preparation 
class required.

RECONCILIATION 
WED 6:00 pm  
SAT 2:30 pm
ANOINTING OF  
THE SICK / MINISTRY  
TO THE SICK 
Please call the parish office 
to arrange for anointing for 
someone who is seriously ill 
or preparing for surgery. If ill, 
homebound or hospitalized, 
we can visit upon request. 
There will also be an 
opportunity to receive 
the sacrament on the 2nd 
Saturday of every month 
after the 4pm mass.

MARRIAGE 
Please contact the office  
to make an appointment 
with clergy.

FUNERALS 
When planning a funeral 
at St. James, many details 
need attention and our staff 
is willing to assist you during 
this difficult time. Once you 
have contacted the funeral 
home, please call the parish 
office to plan the funeral Mass 
and other arrangements. 
The usual time for funerals is 
10:30 am with visitation prior.

PARISH REGISTRATION 
Registration forms are located 
on the credenza in the 
Narthex or on our website.  
Notify the Parish Office of 
address changes.

mass times & 
information

St. William  
531 Common St. 
Walled Lake, MI 48390
(248) 624-1421
www.stwilliam.com

Church of the Holy Family 
24505 Meadowbrook Rd. 
Novi, MI 48375
(248) 349-8847
www.holyfamilynovi.org

St. Joseph 
830 S Lafayette St. 
South Lyon, MI 48178
(248) 446-8700
www.stjcc.org

OUR FAMILY OF PARISHES

PARISH OFFICE 
46325 Ten Mile Rd.  
Novi, MI 48374 
P (248) 347-7778  
F (248) 347-9625 
www.stjamesnovi.org

PASTOR 
Fr. Ed Zaorski, Ext.16 
ezaorski@sjnovi.net

Deacon Glenn Melenyk 
glennmelenyk@sjnovi.net

Deacon Leo Maciolek 
Deacon Pete Cornell 
Contact parish office

PARISH SECRETARY 
Rigonda Savickas, Ext.10 
parishsecretary@sjnovi.net

PARISH OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Sandra Reyna Ext. 10 
sreyna@sjnovi.net

BOOKKEEPER 
Karen Roosen 
kroosen@sjnovi.net

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
& EVANGELICAL CHARITY 
DIRECTOR 
Sr. Clare Emeruom, Ext.17 
daluclare@sjnovi.net

Beth Bush, Ext. 37 
csasst@sjnovi.net

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Pierre Fracalanza, Ext.18  
musicministry@sjnovi.net

ASSISTANT MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Glenn Porzadek 
glenn@porzadek.com

COMMUNICATIONS 
Ron Hartmus Ext. 24 
ronhartmus@sjnovi.net

MAINTENANCE 
George Mush, Ext.19 
gmush@sjnovi.net

ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
Randy Parker 
randy@mikestaff.com

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
OFFICE  
Grade 1 thru Grade 8: 
Direct Line: (248) 347-3434
Director 
Meredith Skowronski, Ext.12 
mskowronski@sjnovi.net 

Marge Fitzpatrick, Ext. 35  
mfitzpatrick@sjnovi.net

Deanna Satti, Ext.13 
dsatti@sjnovi.net

Kimberly Tannahill Ext. 36 
ktannahill@sjnovi.net

DIRECTORY
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Meredith Skowronski - Director of Religious Education (248) 347-3434Religious Education

Calendar
March 17 
St. Patrick's Day! 
9:30 am & 11:30 am KidsWord 
11:00 am Ignite Year 2 
1:00 pm & 3:00 pm Religious Ed

March 18 
5:30 pm Religious Ed

March 25 
Palm Sunday 
No Religious Ed Classes  
9:30 am Mass for 
 Children

March 25-30 
Holy Week 
See website for services.

www.stjamesnovi.org

March 30 
8:00 pm Easter Vigil

March 31 
Easter Sunday 
8:00, 9:30, and 11:30 am    Mass

April 1 
VBS Registration Begins! 
Go to stjamesnovi.org 

Kids Korner

            John 12:20-33

Happy Feast of St. Patrick! 
We celebrate this day with 
shamrocks, leprechauns and 
beer, but do you know the 
story of this favorite saint? 
Patrick was born in what is now 
Scotland in 387. His parents 
were Romans living in Britian 
and overseeing colonies 
there. At 14, Patrick was taken 
captive during a raid and taken 
to Ireland to tend sheep. At 
that time there was no true 
faith in that land. During his six 
years of slavery Patrick prayed 
day and night. At age 20 he 
escaped and returned to his 
homeland where he became 
a priest and then a bishop. 

He was plagued by dreams 
in which the Irish called him 
back to Ireland to preach the 
Gospel. In 433 he returned and 
began to teach about the one 
true God, converting many and 
building churches throughout 
the country. He lived in poverty 
and worked many miracles 
until his death in 461. By then, 
the seeds of faith had been 
sown.. 

God called to Patrick through 
dreams and the desires of his 
heart. In today’s Gospel others 
are called such as the Greeks 
who felt called to follow Jesus.  
Jesus explains that He was 
called to be the grain of wheat, 
sacrificing Himself so that all 
might believe. Lastly, Jesus’ 
listeners heard God’s voice 
coming like thunder. You can’t 
mistake that call! 

God calls all of us as well. 
Children are called through 
their imagination and their 
interests to be who God 
envisions. As they grow, 

that call is refined, changed, 
and nurtured. Their persuits 
may seem aimless or even 
wasteful, but every experience 
is used by God to form them 
into His beloved creation. St. 
Patrick’s time in Ireland may 
have seemed like a detour but 
it paved the way for a life of 
evangeization. 

How has God called you? 
In dreams? In the voices of 
friends and family? In your 
interests or desires of your 
heart? God can speak with 
thunder or something small 
like an ad that pops up on 
social media. Take some time 
to think about how God has 
led you to where you are now. 
What ministries has He called 
you to? Is He calling you to a 
new ministry? Look at what 
skills He gave you and how 
they can be used to spread His 
love to friends, neighbors or 
parishioners. Go to sjnovi.org to 
view our minstries!

Marge Fitzpatrick  
mfitzpatrick@sjnovi.net

I can do all things through Christ who 
gives me strength. Phil. 4:13

St. Patrick’s Day Jokes

Why do people wear 
shamrocks on March 17? 
Because regular rocks are too 
heavy!

Where did the lazy leprechaun 
find a 4-leaf clover?
In the dictionary!

What do you call a leprechaun 
prank? 
A St. Pat-trick!

Why shouldn’t you borrow 
money from a leprechaun? 
They’re always a little short!

Knock, knock.  Who’s there? 
Irish.   Irish who? 
Irish you a happy
St. Patrick’s Day!

Joyful Jumble Answer:  
Chasuble
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upcoming  
events

EASTER BASKET PROJECT 
UNDERWAY

17  Easter Basket 
 Donations Due
18-20  Food Packing
23  Food Delivery

13  Hazardous Waste  
 Event – Wixom

immediate  needs

food pantry

Christian Service

march

Please be aware, expired 
items are not accepted 
and will be disposed of.

PLEASE  - Do Not Leave 
ANY fresh or perishable  
food items!

additional  needs

No paper 
or plastic bags 
needed at this time!

Beth Bush - Christian Service Office (248) 347-7778 - ext. 37

 · paper towel
 · refried beans
 · syrup
 · coffee
 · rice (regular)
 · jelly
 · ketchup
 · hamburger helper 

(tuna, chicken)

 · computer paper boxes
 · pears (canned)
 · mixed fruit (canned)
 · frosting
 · oatmeal (regular)
 · tomato soup

april

Durable Medical 
Equipment Loan Closet
Did you know the City of Novi maintains a Loan 
Closet for new or very gently used medical 
equipment through the Older Adult Services 
Department?  There is no charge.  They are 
currently in need of donations so if you have 
any of the following items to donate, please 
consider the Loan Closet:

Transport Wheelchairs 
Roll-a-tors 
Knee Scooters 
Shower Chairs  
Tub Transfer Benches  

Please be sure all items are in good condition 
and “ready to loan”.  For more information or 
to make a donation, please call 248-347-0414. 
Note: St. James does not collect these items. 
Please do not drop them off at church. 

St. James Food Pantry
We continue to receive calls for emergency 
assistance every week from those needing 
food. These are families not on our monthly 
food program. Your donations allow us to help 
them, as well as our monthly families. The list 
of needs (both immediate and additional) is 
updated weekly. Please help by bringing in 
one or more of the items listed on page 4 of 
this bulletin. Thank you for your generosity and 
year-round support of our Food Pantry! 

Collection of Eyeglasses 
and Hearing Aids
Did you know St. James collects eyeglasses 
on a year-round basis? Hearing aids are also 
accepted. Please be sure they are clean and 
in a ziplock bag. There is a bin located next to 
the Food Donation Box in the narthex for these 
items. Please Note: We NO Longer collect 
used cell phones.

Easter Basket Project
DONATIONS DUE THIS WEEKEND!

Easter baskets will be made up this week on Tuesday, March 19th.  
Please return all donations no later than Sunday, March 17th.  Items 
can be dropped off in the blue bin in the narthex. If you would 
still like to help, any individual size snack items such as popcorn, 
pretzels, granola bars, trail mix, goldfish, applesauce and fruit cups 
would be appreciated.

COMPUTER PAPER BOXES
******  Still Needed  ******
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baptisms
Hazel Elizabeth Wilson 
   March 17

wedding 
banns
III – Betira Shahollari 
 & Patrick Torosian

scripture
readings
WEEK OF MARCH 17 
SUNDAY 
Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 
14-15; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33

MONDAY  
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 
or 13:41c-62; PS 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
5, 6; Jn 8:1-11

TUESDAY 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 
89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Rom 
4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 
24a or Lk 2:41-51a 

WEDNESDAY 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 
53, 54, 55, 56; Jn 8:31-42

THURSDAY 
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; 
Jn 8:51-59

FRIDAY 
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-
4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42

SATURDAY 
Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-
12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56

SUNDAY 
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; 
Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 
19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 
14:1—15:47 or Mk 15:1-39

Eat Healthy
Eating healthy means 
following a healthy eating 
pattern that includes a variety 
of nutritious foods and drinks. 
It also means getting the 
number of calories that’s right 
for you (not eating too much or 
too little).

Choose a mix of 
healthy foods. 
There are lots of healthy 
choices in each food group! 
Choose a variety of foods you 
enjoy, including:

Whole fruits — like apples, 
berries, oranges, mango, and 
bananas

Veggies — like broccoli, sweet 
potatoes, beets, okra, spinach, 
peppers, and jicama

Whole grains — like brown 
rice, millet, oatmeal, bulgur, 
and whole-wheat bread

Proteins — like lean meats and 
chicken, eggs, seafood, beans 
and lentils, nuts and seeds, 
and tofu

Low-fat or fat-free dairy — like 
milk, yogurt, cheese, lactose-
free dairy, and fortified soy 
beverages (soy milk) or soy 

yogurt

Oils — like vegetable oil, 
olive oil, and oils in foods like 
seafood, avocado, and nuts

Limit certain nutrients 
and ingredients.

Sodium (salt)

Sodium is found in table salt 
— but most of the sodium we 
eat comes from packaged 
food or food that's prepared in 
restaurants. 

Added sugars 
Added sugars include 
syrups and sweeteners 
that manufacturers add to 
products like sodas, yogurt, 
and cereals — as well as 
things you add, like sugar in 
your coffee. 

Saturated fat

Saturated fat comes from 
animal products like cheese, 
fatty meats and poultry, 
whole milk, butter, and many 
sweets and snack foods. 
Some plant products like palm 
and coconut oils also have 
saturated fat. 

What about alcohol? 
Alcohol includes beer, wine, 
and liquor. If you choose to 

drink, drink in moderation 
— 1 drink or less in a day for 
women and 2 drinks or less in 
a day for men. And remember 
that drinking less is always 
better for your health than 
drinking more.

Health Benefits 
A healthy eating routine can 
help keep you healthy.

Eating healthy is good for your 
overall health — and there are 
many ways to do it. 

Making smart food choices 
can also help you manage 
your weight and lower your 
risk for certain chronic (long-
term) diseases.

When you eat healthy, you can 
reduce your risk for:

Overweight and obesity 
Heart disease 
Type 2 diabetes 
High blood pressure 
Some types of cancer

Get a personalized MyPlate 
Plan to help you choose 
healthy foods.

https://health.gov/
myhealthfinder/health-
conditions/diabetes/eat-
healthy

American 
Red Cross
Blood Donors Needed!

The need for blood donors is great! If you have been thinking about giving 

this gift of life, please do so by picking up the phone (800) 733-2767 or 

going online to www.redcrossblood.org to schedule an appointment. There 

are many local drives or you may go to the nearby Red Cross donor sites in 

Farmington Hills or Livonia.

The next St. James Blood Drive will be June 9th.
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Faith Formation

We know that Judas was 
given 30 pieces of silver 
to betray Jesus, but 
when he reconsidered 
his deed and returned 
the money what did the 
priests do with it?

They bought the potter’s 
field with the money 
which is where strangers 
were buried (Matthew 
27:6-8). The chief priests 
picked up the coins 
and said, “It is against 
the law to put this into 
the treasury, since it is 
blood money.” So they 
decided to use the money 
to buy the potter’s field 
as a burial place for 
foreigners.” That is why it 
has been called the Field 
of Blood to this day.

What did Pilate’s wife 
counsel him to do 
concerning Jesus?

To leave Jesus alone 
because He was a just 
man. She had a bad 
dream concerning the 
Lord and she probably 
felt it would bring bad 
luck on the household 
of Pilate (Matthew 
27:19).  While Pilate was 
sitting on the judge’s 
seat, his wife sent him 
this message: “Don’t 
have anything to do with 
that innocent man, for 
I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream 
because of him.”

What was the inscription 
above the cross?  
“Jesus of Nazareth, King 
of the Jews” (Luke 19:19)
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Breakfast Ministry 
 
St. Al's is located at 1234 Washington Boulevard, a 
block & a half north of Michigan Ave. and a couple 
of blocks NW of Lafayette Coney Island. 

Arriving at St. Aloysius around 7:45AM 
Wednesdays, with a line of clients already 
forming, between 8-10 of us (one from South 
Lyon's St. Joseph parish, the rest of us from St. 
James), working in an alcove between St. Al's 
office windows and the sidewalk, set up tables 
that  form 3 stations...

Station #1
• hot breakfast sandwiches
• a PB&J for later
• bananas
• healthy & not-so-healthy treats 

Station #2
• socks/gloves/hats/coats/shoes
• clothing of all sorts
• hygiene kits/house-hold items
• sleeping bags for the homeless

Station #3
• coffee & cream/black coffee
• hot chocolate
• sometimes water or pop.  

After 20 minutes or so of setting this all up, 
including making 3 urns of coffee/hot chocolate, 
and after sharing a prayer with those in line, we 
are ready to serve our Detroit sisters & brothers, 
up to 80-90 people, a mix of homeless, working 
poor, and low income seniors, as the line begins 
to work its way through the stations. Once all 
of the food and coffee/hot chocolate has been 
distributed (usually a little before 10AM), we 
begin 15 minutes of closing up shop before 
returning home.

Making each Wednesday work, besides the 
wonderful cooperation of St. Al's staff, is funding 
from the St. James congregation, generous 
donations of clothing & household items that 
stream in from fellow parishioners, friends, & 
family at both St. James and St. Al's, and the 
work every Tuesday by St. James congregation 
members: after each Tuesday's 9AM Mass, a group 
of parishioners head to the church kitchen and 
prepare the sandwiches that will be distributed 
the next morning in Detroit.  

St. Al's
Detroit

ministry
spotlight
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AOD Recommended 
Reading for Lent

 
Ash Wednesday 

by T.S. Eliot

The End of the Present World 
and the Mysteries of the Future 

Life 
by Father Charles Arminjon

How to Be Holy 
by Peter Kreeft

Lilith 
by George MacDonald 

Jesus of Nazareth 
by Joseph Ratzinger

“The Dream of the Rood” 
by Anonymous

ALL ARE WELCOME

Friday Evenings During Lent

Feb. 16 – March 22
5:30 pm – 6:45 pm

Followed by Stations of the Cross: 7:00 pm
Sponsored by: Men For Others

●Simple Suppers will include Grilled Cheese Sandwiches, 
Potluck Meatless Soups and cheese Pizza. 
●Cost: suggested donation of $10.00 per person or $20.00   
per family.  All donations go to the weekly charity.

●Please Contact:
 John Fitzpatrick – jbfitz00@gmail.com or 313-378-6083 

ST. JAMES CATHOLIC CHURCH ● NOVI ● MICHIGAN ● 248-347-7778 ● STJAMESNOVI.ORG

● If you would like to supply a meatless dish or soup please 
use the QR code.

SCAN
ME!PrimeTimers

The PrimeTimers is a club for our family of 
parishes members, singles or couples, who 
are 50 and up. Our goal is to provide for the 
spiritual, social and educational needs of our 
members and give service to the broader 
community.  All family of parishes members 
are welcome to join. Annual dues are $10 
per person. Parishioners are welcome to 
attend a meeting to see if they would like to 
join. Meetings are held once a month at the 
St James Parish Hall.

April Meeting 
April 8th at 1:00 P.M.
We will have our annual April Showers 
meeting when we ask our members to bring 
a gallon size plastic bag with a full size 
shampoo, lotion, toothpaste, toothbrush, 
deodorant and liquid soap or hand sanitizer. 
We received a generous donation from 
a hotel of towels and washcloths. These 
gifts will be given to Sanctum House.  They 
offer rehabilitation and shelter for battered 
women. We will listen to a presentation from 
a representative from  Sanctum House and 
someone who was a recipient of their care. 

"An Evening of Re-creation" 
Adoration 
April 5th at 6:00 P.M.
Our Prime Timer group has been asked 
to host the "An Evening of Re-creation"  
(Adoration of Jesus).  Adoration begins at 
6:00 p.m. followed by a social in the parish 
hall at 7:00 p.m. The hosting responsibility 
includes providing food and entertainment.  
The board has decided to provide 
appetizers, dessert and coffee, water, etc. 
 
We need volunteers from our Prime Timer 
group to bring an appetizer or dessert to 
this event.  The sign up sheet will be at the 
next meeting.  If you are not able to attend 
this event, please consider dropping off 
any appetizer or dessert of your choosing 
anytime that day and put it in the kitchen. 
You may ask the parish assistant Rigonda in 
the office for directions to the kitchen. You 
can also call Pat O’Leary with any questions 
at 248-345-3415. 

We need everyone's help with this activity.  
Thank you in advance for your gracious 
contribution to this worthwhile event.

Continued on Page 9

parish
groups
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Join Today

parish
groups

Continued From Page 8

PrimeTimers 
May Meeting 
May 13th at 1:00 P.M.
We will have a very dynamic speaker 
for this meeting, Keri Ann Tarrant, speak 
to us about Mary and St Faustina. She is 
very inspirational and how appropriate 
that she speak to us during the month 
of Mary. 

Any question - call Pat Woody 
847-217-0515.

Men for Others 
All men of St. James are welcome to 
join Men for Others for faith, fellowship 
and service. We meet on the second 
Thursday of each month at 7pm in the 
Disciples Room.

Women of Light
All women of the parish are invited 
to join us as we embark on a new 
journey to include Spiritual, Social 
and Charitable elements here at St. 
James.  Meetings will be held on the 
first Thursday of the month rotating 
between 10 am and 7 pm.  This is a 
great opportunity to get involved and to 
meet other women of the parish.

Our next meeting is April 4 at 10 am in 
the Parish Hall.  We would love to have 
you join us.

Kathy Parker 586-995-0161 
kasparker6@sbcglobal.net

2nd Friday  
Euchre Group 
We are happy to announce the 
resumption of 2nd Friday Euchre play 
beginning in September. This activity is 
open to all parish members including 
our family of parishes members. 
Interested members should come to 
the classroom area in St. James Church 
on the second Friday of each month 
between 7 and 7:15 pm. Card games 
begin at 7:30. Come alone or with 
a partner but know that we do play 
with different partners throughout the 
evening. Also, please note that space 
is only available for 48 players, so 
latecomers may not be able to play.
Remember to bring your own beverage, 
a small snack to share, plus $1.00 per 
person admission fee.  Don't forget 
to bring a few dimes to cover those 
"euchres". Then let the fun begin. For 
more information, call 
John at 248-525-4121 
or Dave at 248-320-3953. 
The Next Euchre Night date is 
April 12th.

Word Among Us 
Bible Study
Bible Study using The Word Among Us 
meets every Wednesdays at 10:00 am, 
unless it's a holiday.  
Everyone is welcome. 
For more information contact  
Mary Reichel at 
maryreichel3@gmail.com

Monday Night 
Bible Study
Join our Monday night Bible Study as 
we begin studying the Book of Daniel 
from Ignatius Press. 
For questions, contact Philip Dobias at 
(630) 363-1592 
or philip.dobias@gmail.com

Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study
ALL are welcome to the Wednesday 
morning bible study in classroom 2A, 
10 to 11:30 am. We study the upcoming 
weekend gospel message. We believe 
that the bible is the Basic Information 
Before Leaving Earth guide. For more 
information call Connie at 248-348-
8889.

Evening Book Club
The St. James Evening Book Club will 
meet in the parish library at 6:30 on 
April 18. 

Our new book selection will be coming 
soon.

New members are welcome!   
Please call Krystn at 248-305-5814 
if you have any questions.

Body & Soul Classes
All classes are from 9-10am 
in the gym
Monday - muscle conditioning 
Tuesday - beginner yoga 
Wednesday - fitness yoga
Thursday - beginner pickleball 
Please bring a mat and water bottle. 
Call Sue Flanagan with any questions  
248-895-6643.
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mass  
intentions
SATURDAY, MARCH 16  
4:00 PM
Peppino Roperti 
   (Albino and Maria Cicerone)
Lorraine Bianchini 
   (Paul and Rigonda Savickas)
Ellsworth Stout (Cherewick Family)

SUNDAY, MARCH 17  
8:00 AM 
Julia Laura (Joe and Dianne Laura)
Nicholas Mensior (Graziano Canini)
9:30 AM 
Shirley Scalcucci (Mary Hoey) 
Donald Dean (Maureen Vargovick)
11:30 AM 
Shirley Molenda (Gasser Family)

MONDAY, MARCH 18  
9:00 AM
Michael Kurzyniec 
   (Steinbock Family)
Nicholas Mensior (Graziano Canini)

TUESDAY, MARCH 19  
9:00 AM
Nicholas Mensior (Graziano Canini) 
7:00 PM
Lenten Reconciliation Service   

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20  
7:00 PM
Joan Knudsen  (Pond Family)
Ed Riordan (Julie Fernsler)

THURSDAY, MARCH 21  
NO MASS TODAY

FRIDAY, MARCH 22  
5:30 PM     Simple Supper
7:00 PM     Stations of the Cross

SATURDAY, MARCH 23  
4:00 PM
Mary Albert and Stephanie Quinley 
   (David and Beth Quinley)
Edward Widun (Family)
Don Dean (Giovanna Longo)

SUNDAY, MARCH 24  
8:00 AM 
Nicholas Mensior (Graziano Canini)
9:30 AM 
Elizabeth Verkerke 
   (St. James Parish Family)
11:30 AM 
Elizabeth Verkerke 
   (Mary and Jeff Hinkle) 
Ada Arencibia (Delia Broche)

Let us welcome 
the newest members of the 

St. James Family
Kyle and Ellen Richardson 

Scott and Karen Terzich
John Curell 

Rest In Peace Remember in your prayers: 
Joseph Petrosky

HOMEBOUND MINISTRY
A parishioner may be homebound due to age, illness, physical 
and/or mental incapacities and unable to attend Masses. The 
Homebound Ministry is aimed at helping the homebound 
parish member stay connected to the parish community and 
activities by bringing most importantly, Our Lord, present 
in the Holy Eucharist and other materials like the bulletin, 
newsletter, prayer cards/books and also rendering any 
other needed services. Sacraments of Anointing of the sick 
and Reconciliation could be administered by the Pastor 
when needed or requested. 

If you feel called to serve as a volunteer in this ministry, 
if you know anyone who is homebound or if you have 
questions about this ministry, please contact the Parish Office 
or Sr Clare Emeruom, HVM at 248-347-7778 ext 17 or  
daluclare@sjnovi.net.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 23 at 10am

Egg hunt, crafts, treats, 
and a visit by the Easter Bunny.

Click Here  to Register
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A better world 
starts with  
a better girl.

Join us at our  
Open House!

March 21
Thursday, March 21, 2024 

4:00–6:00p

Now Enrolling  
for 2024-2025!

28200 Napier Road 
Wixom, MI 48393 SaintCatherineAcademy.org

(248) 946-4848  |  admissions@saintcatherineacademy.org

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Trunk Sale

Registration for this year’s Trunk Sale, is 
underway.    Scheduled for May 18 (with a rain 
date of June 1) the Trunk Sale is an 
out-of-your-trunk rummage sale, which 
benefits St. Dominic Outreach in Detroit.  If 
you’d like to be a seller, you may register and 
pay from the parish website, stjcc.org., under 
the events tab, or pick up a form from the 
bulletin board outside of the Gathering Space.   
Any questions may be directed to LeeAnn 
Emerson at emersonleeann@hotmail.com. 
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at Weekend Masses

Women/Men who are 16 years or older and are 
thinking of ways to give back to the Church.  Please 
consider joining the Usher Ministry. Our Ministry is to 
provide the Hospitality for our church. We ensure that 
all who come to the Church feel welcome and safe. If 
you feel that this is your calling, please contact 
Mike Follmer at msfollmer@folcocom.com

St James Usher Responsibilities

Usher at Mass 1 time a month Arrive 15 minutes early to welcome 
  and seat fellow parishioners

Usher Meeting 2 times a year Weekday evening, discuss issues & 
  calendar, pizza & beverage served

Pancake Breakfast 2 times a year Sunday AM, voluteer to fill positions

 
Parish Festivities 2 times a year Usually prep, cook & clean up

USHERSUSHERS
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The promise made by the LORD in the first 
reading is very bold. He says that all people 
shall know him, without having to be taught by 
others. He doesn’t restrict the promise to only 
the holiest people: He says that the way people 
will know Him is through forgiveness of their 
sins. Remember, he is speaking to the Israelites, 
who had so many laws and commandments, 
they needed scribes and Pharisees to 
keep track of them. When they broke a 
commandment or law, they were isolated from 
the community. So the promise that God would 
place his law in their hearts meant they would 
be free to do God’s will because they want to, 
not because they were feared punishment or 
rejection. 

Jesus says something similar in today’s gospel. 
He tells the disciples that his crucifixion would 
draw everyone to him. Now, Jesus’ death 

showed that he took on the punishment for sins 
in place of us, who deserve it. In Luke’s gospel 
he even prays for those who crucified him, 
asking God’s forgiveness. (Lk 23:34) By dying on 
the cross, Jesus shows how much God loves us. 
By rising from the dead, he shows that we can 
rise from sin to a new life of faith and love.

Getting back to the first reading, we experience 
that promise when we bring our sins to God. 
When we forgive people who have hurt us, 
we also help them to experience that love. 
After all, if I can forgive someone, surely God 
will forgive them. We also help others to know 
God when we share or experience of being 
forgiven. Still not sure if God has forgiven you? 
The sacrament of Reconciliation gives us the 
assurance of God’s forgiveness, as well as the 
experience. Along with the other sacraments, it 
helps us keep God’s love in our hearts.

Tom Schmidt

R e f l e c t i o n sR e f l e c t i o n s
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Father, Forgive Them
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