
1  

Holy Mass Saturday 5:00 PM;  Sunday 8:00 AM & 10:30 AM         

Monday 7:00 AM;  Tuesday 6:30 PM;  Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 7:00 AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   Tuesdays 5:00 PM;  Saturdays 4:00 PM;   

or by appointment 

B U L L E T I N    

S T A N D A R D  D E A D L I N E :   

9 : 0 0  A . M .  M O N D A Y   

St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church 

May 17, 2020  Sixth Sunday of Easter 

320 South Depot Street, P.O. Box 276, Somonauk, IL 60552 

stjbsom.org          facebook.com/stjbsom/ 

Sign up for FORMED at www.stjbsom.formed.org 

Phone:  815-498-2010      FAX:  815-498-2770 

Pastor 
Rev. Kevin M. Butler 

frbutler@stjbsom.org 
 

Parish Office and Rectory                 
815-498-2010                     

Office Hours M-Th 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

E-mail:  info@stjbsom.org 
 

Parish Center                                      
815-498-2627 
 

Director of Sacred Music   

815-498-2010  Mark Mackeben                  

sacredmusic@stjbsom.org  
  

Coordinator of Religious Education  
815-498-2627 Judy Kreczmer 

re@stjbsom.org 
                                        

Bookkeeper                                       
815-498-2010  Charles Durancik           

chuckdurancik@stjbsom.org 
 

Bulletin Editor                                    
815-498-2010  Denise Ramos                   

bulletin@stjbsom.org 
 

Cemetery                                             
815-995-7115  Jeff Weseman 

jeffweseman@stjbsom.org                                 
  

Maintenance                                     
info@stjbsom.org    
 

Secretary                                             

815-498-2010  Denise Ramos 

info@stjbsom.org 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
815-826-1690 
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St. John the Baptist Catholic Church  •  Somonauk, Illinois 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS 
 

 Our candle offerings this week  
are special intention for:  

   

Bill Reese 

Req by Don & Marilyn Ciesielski         

 Dear Parishioners, 

In the second reading today, Peter states: “Always 

be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks 

you for a reason for your hope, but do it with  

gentleness and reverence” (1 Peter 3:15). Millions  

belong to the Catholic Church family today because  

of the witness of other believers. That’s why it  

is so important that we share our faith with others.  

It can just be what the person needs to hear, and it  

can change their life. We shouldn’t be afraid, even  

if someone should challenge us. For it’s true that  

every aspect of the teachings of the Catholic Church 

have been criticized throughout history at some 

point. However, two-thousand years of Church  

history have yielded great resources to help us to  

understand and explain our faith. These include the 

Bible, The Catechism of the Catholic Church, The 

Writings of the Church Fathers, The Church Councils 

and The Summa Theologica by St. Thomas Aquinas. 

However, when it comes to apologetics my favorite 

resource is Catholic Answers which you we find 

simply at Catholic.com. My other favorite resource 

for explaining our faith are, Beginning Apologetics 1 

by Fr. Frank Chacon and Jim Burnham and for 

young people, Prove It Church by Amy Welborn. 

And of course we all have access to what has been 

referred to as Netflix for Catholics or Formed locat-

ed at www.stjbsom.Formed.org. It’s here at Formed 

that you find the latest and greatest resources to 

read, watch or listen to. In fact, right now I am 

reading a riveting e-book on Formed called,  

Beckoning about the early days of the Church. So,  

let us heed St. Peter’s request today to “Always be  

ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks  

you for a reason for your hope.” Let us not only  

pray but immerse ourselves in our Catholic faith  

through our study, reading, listening and watching  

that we may continue to grow and share. 

God Bless,                                                                                                                         

Fr. Butler 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD 

IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 

Calculating Love 

 
Have you ever Googled the word “love”? If you did, 

you may have come across something called the 

Love Calculator. It is a website where you can  

supply two names, and the percentage chance of a  

successful relationship is calculated. Curious, I  

entered my name and my wife’s. Twenty percent! I 

hope my wife doesn’t read this! 
 

I then decided to add my name and God. A  

whopping thirteen percent! Then for the last  

attempt, I put in my name and Jesus. A very  

disappointing zero percent! Am I that unlovable?  

Of course, then I read the small print at the  

bottom of the page: “Please note that this site has                 

no serious intention whatsoever.” Shocking! 

 

The truth is, the modern world increasingly seems 

to have no real idea what love is or how to deter-

mine when love is real. That makes the seemingly 

simple words of Jesus about loving God and your 

neighbor very complex indeed. How can you love 

God with your all your heart, soul, and mind when 

you have no idea what the act of loving means?  

And then, what constitutes loving a neighbor?  

To make it more complicated, Jesus commands  

you to love them like you love yourself. I bet you  

can agree with me that there are a lot of people  

out there who do not even come close to loving  

themselves. Knowing what love is in modern  

times is just not that easy. How is a well-meaning  

person able to find out the true meaning of love? 

 

You don’t know what true love is? I think you do. 

Turn your eyes to that crucifix hanging in your 

church, home, or office. The answer was given over 

2,000 years ago, and the image remains for the  

entire world to see. 

CHURCH IS OPEN 

MONDAY-FRIDAY 

9AM-6PM 

 
Limit of 10 people at a time 

 

Don’t sit close to one another 
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Sixth Sunday of Easter • May 17,  2020  

Jerome & Pat Butler, Kathleen Carr, Carr Family, Patrick 
Doherty, Joann Duffy, LaVerne Fox, Sarah Franklin, 

Joan Frieders, Sharen Gavin, Michael Geever, Denise Green, 
Martha Green, Virginia Hann, Margaret Hardekopf, Linda Hick-
ey, Jerry Hinterlong, Mary Holevas, Jim Johnson, Deb Kulbartz, 
Doris Langston, Dan Lopez, Jan Magioni, Karen McCormick, 
Tom McCrea, William McKillip, Irene Osifchin, Brody Roberts, 
Christine Smith, Diane Verlare, Michael Vitallo, Bob Wade, Ka-
zia Dillett Watson, Jerry Welte, George Weseman, Trish Wojcik 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 
 

Somonauk Pancake House 
 

Please patronize the sponsors of your bulletin as  

a “thank you” for their generosity. 

 
 

 
  

May 10th-$3742.00                                                         

Please call the Office at 815 498-2010  
regarding Weddings, Baptisms, Sick 

Calls, Funerals and  
Holy Days of Obligation.   

Registration is required for the  
Sacraments and enrollment in  

our Religious Education program. 

REQUEST A HOSPITAL VISIT 
If you are hospitalized and would like a visit from a 

priest, please call the parish office at   

815 498-2010.  Because of privacy laws, hospitals  

can no longer notify churches without the direct  

permission of the patient. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION   

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING                   

OF SCRIPTURE     

May 17, 2020 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

We hope for many things: passing an exam, finding our true 

love, securing sustainable work, or surviving an illness. We 

often seek to have God be a part of what we hope for and 

desire, almost trying to convince Him that our agenda is 

what is ultimately important. While our particular hopes 

may appear to be what needs to be achieved in order for us 

to be happy, they really are not. Our lesser, more personal 

hopes can distract us from true hope. 

 

When God became a human being, a powerful message was 

sent: all that is authentically human is found in the divine. 

As the human Jesus lived and died in order to show us that 

he truly is the universal Christ, we have to keep our sight 

focused on our eternal truth and destiny and who we truly 

are. We have to be careful when we allow our earthly con-

cerns to distract us. True hope is found when we place our 

trust in Christ’s promises and don’t rely on our own 

strength. True hope focuses on striving toward the fulfill-

ment of God’s promises and not simply on achieving what 

we think we need in this life. Hope always travels with two 

friends — faith and love. In this trio of virtues, we find the 

very presence of God born in every human being. These are 

God’s greatest gifts, and they lead us to the fullness of His 

presence. 

 

As with faith and love, we cannot see hope with just our 

human eyes. We don’t carry this virtue within us to use 

solely for our own personal agenda. Hope is not something 

that simply comes with the human package. As with faith 

and love, hope is a gift that is given to us to draw us closer 

to our eternal truth. Faith, hope, and love are signs that there 

is something far greater going on in us and something great-

er to persevere in obtaining. The true divine gift of hope is 

what will endure any hardship we encounter, especially 

those that will come from authentically living the Gospel. 

With all that is happening in our lives, in our church, and in 

our world, what is the reason for our hope? Ask God for the 

fortitude to see His eternal gift as the reason we get up in 

the morning and do the things we do. 
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May 18-24, 2020 
Monday  8:00 am Loretta Shevokas 
  Req by James & Christine Smith 
  & Family 
Tuesday 8:00 am Special Intention 
  Req by Chuck, Linda, Julie 
  Hickey 
Wednesday 8:00 am Robert Zaininger 
  Req by Gayle Zaininger & Fmly  
Thursday 8:00 am Robert Zaininger 
  Req by Gayle Zaininger & Fmly                                   
Friday 8:00 am  Conrad Michalowski 
  Req by Bob & Jeanne Greenwalt 
Saturday       5:00pm   Ray Kauffman 
  Req by Connie Kauffman 
Sunday          10:30am Pro Populo 
  People of the Parish   

MASS INTENTIONS 

LITURGICAL ROLES 

MAY USHERS 

Saturday 5:00 pm Jim Henson, Michelle Henson 

Sunday 8:00 am Scott Hauser, Cyndi Hauser 

 10:30 am     Nick Cinfio, Mike Lesniewicz  

ALL MASSES AND EVENTS CANCELLED   

INDEFINITELY 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

ALTAR SERVERS 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Weekend of May 23-24 

  
Saturday 5:00 pm Lector N/A    
  
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 
      

                                   
 

Sunday  8:00 am Lector N/A       
  
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 
                                              
   
 
Sunday   10:30 am Lector N/A 
 
Extraordinary Ministers  N/A 
   
      

Weekend of May 23-24 

 

Saturday 5:00 pm N/A 

   
Sunday  8:00 am N/A 
   
Sunday 10:30 am N/A 
  

Readings for the week of May 17, 2020 
Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 
[1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 
Monday: Acts 16:11-15/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b 
[cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26—16:4a 
Tuesday: Acts 16:22-34/Ps 138:1-2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8 
[7c]/Jn 16:5-11 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22—18:1/Ps 148:1-2, 11-12, 
13, 14/Jn 16:12-15 
Thursday: Acts 18:1-8/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [cf. 2b]/Jn 
16:16-20 
Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 [6]/Eph 
1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
Friday: Acts 18:9-18/Ps 47:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 [8a]/Jn 16:20-
23 
Saturday: Acts 18:23-28/Ps 47:2-3, 8-9, 10 [8a]/Jn 
16:23b-28 
Next Sunday: Ascension: Acts 1:1-11/Ps 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-
9 [6]/Eph 1:17-23/Mt 28:16-20 
7th Sunday of Easter: Acts 1:12-14/Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 
[13]/1 Pt 4:13-16/Jn 17:1-11a 


