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Holy Mass Saturday 5:00 PM;  Sunday 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM         

Monday– Friday 8:00 AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   Monday, Tuesday and  Friday 6:00 PM;  

Saturdays 4:00 PM;  or by appointment 

B U L L E T I N    

S T A N D A R D  D E A D L I N E :   

9 : 0 0  A . M .  M O N D A Y   

St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church 

October 25, 2020  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

320 South Depot Street, P.O. Box 276, Somonauk, IL 60552 

stjbsom.org          facebook.com/stjbsom/ 

Sign up for FORMED at www.stjbsom.formed.org 

Phone:  815-498-2010      FAX:  815-498-2770 

Pastor 
Rev. Kevin M. Butler 

frbutler@stjbsom.org 
 

Parish Office and Rectory                 
815-498-2010                     

Office Hours M-Th 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

E-mail:  info@stjbsom.org 
 

Parish Center                                      
815-498-2627 
 

Director of Sacred Music   

815-498-2010  Mark Mackeben                  

sacredmusic@stjbsom.org  
  

Coordinator of Religious Education  
815-498-2627 Judy Kreczmer 

re@stjbsom.org 
                                        

Bookkeeper                                       
815-498-2010  Charles Durancik           

chuckdurancik@stjbsom.org 
 

Bulletin Editor                                    
815-498-2010  Denise Ramos                   

bulletin@stjbsom.org 
 

Cemetery                                             
815-995-7115  Jeff Weseman 

jeffweseman@stjbsom.org                                 
  

Maintenance                                     
info@stjbsom.org    
 

Secretary                                             

815-498-2010  Denise Ramos 

info@stjbsom.org 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
815-826-1690 
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St. John the Baptist Catholic Church  •  Somonauk, Illinois 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
Our Gospel today is about love. When a Pharisee tries to 
trick Jesus by asking him what the greatest command-
ment is, Jesus responds that first, we must love God 
above all things and then love our neighbor as ourselves. 
How do we go about loving God? We love God when we 
join our will to his, when we want what God wants, when 
we try our best to live according to God’s will. How do we 
go about loving our neighbor? St. Thomas Aquinas said: 
“To love anyone is nothing else than to wish that person 
well, to want what is good for them.” Isn’t that the  
case when parents truly love their children? They may  
not always give them what they want, but they always  
want to give them what they truly believe is good for  
them. And, isn’t it also true when there is genuine love  
between spouses and among friends? Love is a function  
of the will, to will the good of our neighbor or to join  
or conform our will to God’s will. So, to love is a decision  
we make. However, we must love ourselves before  
we can love others. This is necessary as is evident  
in the old Latin saying, “nemo quod dat non habet.”  
You can't give what you don't have. Some people have  
low self-esteem or don’t feel lovable. However, the  
truth is that every person is here for a reason and is  
unrepeatable, irreplaceable, totally unique. And, that fact  
that God loved us first and continues to love us  
helps us to love ourselves. Let us love God, our self and  
others with all our hearts. 
God Bless, 
Fr. Butler  

REMEMBRANCE MASS 
Will be held Saturday, November 7th at 

10:00am.  We will gather our prayers and 

grieving for all who have died-especially 

those from our parish who have died in 

the past year.  We as a community wish to 

support one another and share one  

another’s burdens. 

CEMETERY 

           NEWS 
 If you have tulip, daffodil or gladiolus bulbs 

that you don’t need, drop them off at the parish 

or cemetery office for Fall planting. 

DIOCESAN APPEAL 
We are currently at 84% of our stewardship 

goal and still about $3500 short  

of our goal of $23,430.  If you have not  

submitted your pledge, please contact the  

parish office at 815 498-2010 

LIVESTREAM EVENT 
Join in on Thursday, November 5 at  

7PM for Amazing Possibilities.  It will be a night 

of inspiration with live interaction from Matthew 

Kelly himself.  He will lead you in a coaching 

Dream Session and participate in a Q&A following 

the formal event of the program.  This brand-new  

event is sure to inspire you and your family.  

 New Watch Option: Join us in the Parish 

Center to watch together!  It's recommended 

individuals purchase a ticket even when 

watching together to receive an event bag 

with materials to fully  

participate in the event. Please call or        

text Judy Kreczmer at 815-353-6562  

or the office at 815-498-2010  

if you will be joining us."  

Dynamic Catholic.com/AMZP  

MISSION APPEAL  
Mission Appeal supports several important efforts in the 

Church in one combined collection.  Instead of separate parish 

collections for World Mission Sunday; Missions in the United 

States; the Church in Latin America; the Church in Africa; and 

the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, this one opportuni-

ty will allow you to support them all at once, and also the  

Rockford Diocesan Priests’ Pension and our need  

Catholic elementary schools.  Envelopes were mailed to all fam-

ilies. If you haven't turned in your envelope, bring it to Mass or 

drop it off at the office.  
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Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time • October 25, 2020  

Millie Anderson, Suzanne Burton, Patricia Butler,  
Kathleen Carr, Patrick Doherty,  Jim Duffy, Joann  
Duffy, Joan Frieders, Sharen Gavin, Michael Geever,   
Denise Green, Virginia Hann, Margaret Hardekopf,   

Linda Hickey, Jerry Hinterlong, Mary Holevas, Leslie  
Hollarbush, Ted Ivanauskas, Jim Johnson, Deb Kulbartz, Doris 
Langston, Jan Magioni, Karen McCormick, Tom McCrea,  
William McKillip, Irene Osifchin, Brody Roberts, Bob Scholl,  
Christine Smith, Gavin Springsteen, Diane Verlare, Bob Wade,  
Jerry Welte, Trish Wojcik 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 
 

Day of  Divas 
 

Please patronize the sponsors of your bulletin as  

a “thank you” for their generosity. 

 
 

 
          

October 18, 2020—$2848.45 
 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS 
 

 Our candle offerings this week  
are in memory of:  

  Mary Donahue 

Req by Mary Sidwell 

GOSPEL MEDITATION   

ENCOURAGE DEEPER 

 UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

October 25, 2020 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

For some reason, it is easier to genuflect in reverence to 

the presence of Christ in the tabernacle of a church, than 

to genuflect in reverence to the same presence of Christ 

in another person’s soul. We wrongly believe that God 

divides himself, placing himself in one place in prefer-

ence to another. It doesn’t work that way. Love of God 

and love of neighbor are intimately and inseparably con-

nected because the essence and spark of God’s very pres-

ence is in all creation. God’s presence is just as real in 

the one who is good, as in the one who is bad, and the 

one who is just, and the one who is unjust. 

Our brains get in the way of truly contemplating the 

awesomeness of this truth. We like to separate things 

into boxes, the sheep from the goats and the deserving 

from the undeserving. But, with God there are no        

distinctions such as this. Our human classifications,        

subdivisions, and definitions hold no power                            

or have any weight in God’s eyes. Sadly, we relate                                           

to God and to each other as if they do. 

We cannot be deaf to the world’s pain. It is not about 

having, hoarding, accumulating, acquiring, securing,    

storing, protecting, owning, claiming, or any of the               

other human terms we use to distinguish mine from               

yours. We put so much power in these words and that                  

power, even though we may not always realize it, can                      

cause those words and the distinctions they carry to                      

wound and hurt others. We have the whole order of                             

things wrong, but we are so set on preserving this order                                 

that we are absolutely afraid to do it any other way. We                                      

go through hoops trying to convince ourselves why the                                         

perils of the person seeking a new place to call home                                             

are not our perils that we turn our back and justify                                                

closing our doors. It makes perfect sense to us. Yet, it                                                 

makes no sense in terms of our faith. It doesn’t square                                                    

with any of the words found in Sacred Scripture                                                                 

or in any time-tested teaching of the church. 

We have it all reversed. We know that we do because 

when Jesus speaks about such things and the words of 

the Old Testament prophets ring out again, we start to 

feel uncomfortable and anxious. What we do, directly or 

by omission, to one of the least of these little ones we do 

to God. It is quite possible that some of what we are   

doing personally, economically, politically, globally, and 

even religiously is doing more harm than good. Let’s  

ponder that a bit. 

Fr. Butler’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land that was 

scheduled in January has been rescheduled 

November 8-18, 2021 
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October 26-November 1, 2020 
Monday  8:00 am Marion Rompf 
  Req by Delores Devine 
Tuesday 8:00 am Florence Muffler 
  Req by Pat Werner 
Wednesday 8:00 am Shala Tyra 
  Req by Pat Werner 
Thursday 8:00 am Martin Sherman 
  Req by Pat Werner 
Friday 8:00 am  George Weseman 
  Req by Joe & Sharon Dillett 
Saturday       5:00pm   Joe Wegener 
  Req by Brad & Peggy Strever 
Sunday          8:00am Vicky Strever 
  Req by Brad & Peggy Strever 
 11:00am  Pro Populo 
  People of the Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS 

LITURGICAL ROLES 

NOVEMBER USHERS 

Saturday 5:00 pm N/A 

 

Sunday 8:00 am N/A 

 

 11:00 am     N/A  

SUNDAY, October 25, 2020 

Religious Education   9:15 am 

TUESDAY, October 27, 2020 

Rosary Makers   9:00 am 

WEDNESDAY, October 28, 2020 

RCIA     7:00 pm 

Confirmation            7:00 pm 

THURSDAY, October 29, 2020 

Quilting    9:00 am 

FRIDAY, October 30, 2020 

Pray the Rosary at Grotto  8:30 am 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

ALTAR SERVERS 
SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Weekend of October 31-November 1  2020 

  
Saturday 5:00 pm Lector N/A    
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 
 
 
Sunday 8:00 am    Lector   N/A 
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 
 
 
Sunday   11:00am     Lector   N/A 
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 

Weekend of October 31-November 1 , 2020 

 

Saturday 5:00 pm N/A 

   
Sunday  8:00 am N/A 
 
Sunday 11:00 am      N/A 

Readings for the week of October 25, 2020 
Sunday: Ex 22:20-26/Ps 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 [2]/1 Thes 
1:5c-10/Mt 22:34-40 
Monday: Eph 4:32—5:8/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [cf. Eph 
5:1]/Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [1a]/Lk 13:18-
21 
Wednesday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 [5a]/Lk 6:12-
16 
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 
13:31-35 
Friday: Phil 1:1-11/Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [2]/Lk 14:1-6 
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26/Ps 42:2, 3 5cdef/Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Next Sunday: Rv 7:2-4, 9-14/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 
[cf. 6]/1 Jn 3:1-3/Mt 5:1-12a 


