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Holy Mass Saturday 5:00 PM;  Sunday 8:00 AM & 11:00 AM         

Monday– Friday 8:00 AM 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation   Monday, Tuesday and  Friday 6:00 PM;  

Saturdays 4:00 PM;  or by appointment 

B U L L E T I N    

S T A N D A R D  D E A D L I N E :   

9 : 0 0  A . M .  M O N D A Y   

St. John the Baptist 

Catholic Church 

January 31, 2021  Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

320 South Depot Street, P.O. Box 276, Somonauk, IL 60552 

stjbsom.org          facebook.com/stjbsom/ 

Sign up for FORMED at www.stjbsom.formed.org 

Phone:  815-498-2010      FAX:  815-498-2770 

Pastor 
Rev. Kevin M. Butler 

frbutler@stjbsom.org 
 

Parish Office and Rectory                 
815-498-2010                     

Office Hours M-Th 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

E-mail:  info@stjbsom.org 
 

Parish Center                                      
815-498-2627 
 

Director of Sacred Music   

815-498-2010  Mark Mackeben                  

sacredmusic@stjbsom.org  
  

Coordinator of Religious Education  
815-498-2627 Judy Kreczmer 

re@stjbsom.org 
                                        

Bookkeeper                                       
815-498-2010  Charles Durancik           

chuckdurancik@stjbsom.org 
 

Bulletin Editor                                    
815-498-2010  Denise Ramos                   

bulletin@stjbsom.org 
 

Cemetery                                             
815-995-7115  Jeff Weseman 

jeffweseman@stjbsom.org                                 
  

Maintenance                                     
info@stjbsom.org    
 

Secretary                                             

815-498-2010  Denise Ramos 

info@stjbsom.org 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
815-826-1690 
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St. John the Baptist Catholic Church  •  Somonauk, Illinois 

 
 

 
          

January 24, 2021—$3067.00 
 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
It seems like Christmas just ended. And, it has been nice 
to have this ordinary time of the Church calendar to catch 
our breath. Two weeks from Wednesday on February 17th 
we kick off Lent with Ash Wednesday. That made me 
think of today’s Gospel and of a book written by C.S. 
Lewis called The Great Divorce. In this book Lewis  
presents the story of a ghost on the outskirts of heaven, 
hoping to enter eternal life. The problem for the ghost is 
that a little red lizard, representing lust, sits on his shoul-
der, whispering in his ear. The ghost realizes the lizard 
will not be able to enter eternity with him, but he is un- 
able to remove or quiet the creature. The lizard continu-
ously reminds the ghost of the unfulfilling pleasures  
he can provide. You are better off with me. You need me! 
The angel hoping to lead the ghost to paradise remarks 
that he is able to quiet the lizard, and thus open up  
eternal life, but it will only be by killing it, a process that  
will be painful. The ghost initially objects, questioning  
whether he can live without the pleasures the                  
lizard provides. The ghost finally obliges, and it is just  
as the angel said; the pain of the destruction subsides,  
and he is left unbound, free to enter Heaven. This  
beautiful story is like today’s Gospel. The unclean spirit, 
which had overtaken some poor man, cries out when  
he sees the Lord: “What have you to do with us, Jesus  
of Nazareth?” “Have you come to destroy us?” The  
unclean spirit, like the lizard, means to incite fear in the  
heart of the man, and those around him. He wants the  
man to believe that he cannot survive without him. The  
unclean spirit is half right; Jesus has come to destroy, but  
He has not come to destroy us. He has come to destroy  
our slavery to sin so that He can truly save us and bring  
us to the Final Promised Land. If we are honest with  
ourselves, we would have to admit that we ask the same  
questions as the spirt and the lizard. “Have you come  
to destroy us?” “How can I live without these pleasures,  
however unfulfilling they may be?” “Who am I without  
these sins and temptations that cling to me?” That begs  
the question, what are the unclean spirits within us,  
or lizards on our shoulders, that whisper in our ear that  
we cannot live without them, that removing them from  
our lives would be too painful to bear? In C.S. Lewis’  
book, the lizard is lust, and for many that is probably  
the case. But perhaps for others the lizard is television,  
Facebook, gossip, laziness, or another sin or temptation  
that we think make us who we are. Today let us  
consider the areas of temptation and sin in our lives we  
are unwilling for the Lord to destroy. Let us offer these  
to the One who will destroy them to save us. Lent begins      
two weeks from Wednesday. Let us commit to overcome  
these weaknesses in our lives during these forty days. 
 
God Bless, 
Fr. Butler  SUMMER CAMP ! 

Consider making a donation to help defray the cost 
of Catholic summer camps.  If you’d like to support 
our students, there are youth camp donation      en-

velopes in the back of the church.  Please return  
the envelope with your donation to the parish  

office by February 14TH. 

STEUBENVILLE ! 
 (and other events) 

Adoration 
First Friday, February 5 

8:30 AM– 7:00 PM 

Fr. Butler’s pilgrimage to the Holy Land that was 

scheduled in January has been rescheduled 

November 8-18, 2021 

 

Donor statements from the  

parish will be e-mailed this year  

instead of going through the 

post office.  If you want a  

hard copy, call the  

office at 815-498-2010 
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Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time • January 31, 2021  

Suzanne Burton, Patricia Butler, Kathleen 
Carr, Patrick Doherty, Joann Duffy, Joan 
Frieders, Sharen Gavin, Michael Geever,  

Denise Green, Virginia Hann, Margaret Hardekopf,  
Linda Hickey, Jerry Hinterlong, Mary Holevas,  Leslie 
Hollarbush, Ted Ivanauskas, Jim Johnson, Jan 
Magioni, William McKillip,  Irene Osifchin, Bob 
Scholl 

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK 
 

Wash House Dry Cleaners 
 

Please patronize the sponsors of your bulletin as  

a “thank you” for their generosity. 

SANCTUARY LIGHTS 
 

 Our candle offerings this week  
are in memory of:  

  Harry Wautier 

Req by Chuck & Sandy Durancik 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

 

  

 
 

 

Don’t let Covid keep you from taking time for your  

relationship.  Join us for a virtual WWME  

experience from the comfort of your home.  Want  

to put the romance back into your relationship? 

 

The Worldwide Marriage Encounter offers married 

couples an opportunity to get off the treadmill of life and 

focus on each other. 

It is a chance to look deeply into your  

relationship with each other and with God. 

Sign up today to attend from the comfort of your own 

home during Lent, February 18-March 31 once per 

week for roughly 2 hours each.  Early registration is 

highly recommended. 

 

For more info:   

alifetimeoflove.org  or call 

888-574-5653.  Check the website for  

additional opportunities.   

Rockford Ministry 

GOSPEL MEDITATION  
  

January 31, 2021 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

Most of us are quiet people who desire to live a good and 

holy life, promote the values and mission of the Gospel as 

best we can and desire to one day inherit the surprise of 

life eternal God promises to us. We are not trail blazers. 

We are simple people who want to do the simple things of 

life well. But there are others who left a more profound 

impact along the way of the paths they walked. Folks 

like Dorothy Day, Martin Luther King, Thomas Merton, 

Gandhi, St. Teresa of Calcutta, and many others left 

lasting impacts and legacies. Like Moses, they show us 

by word and deed who God is and what integrity and a 

purpose driven life look like. They show us how to  

be holy. We need Moses people like these to give us  

inspiration, hope and an example of holy living. 

 

We do not need to do what they did or even mirror their 

relationship with God. Each one of us is God’s special 

creation, with a purpose and soul known only to us. We 

need to learn how to open up and bring, without compro-

mise, our soul-ness to life. We know when someone is 

authentic and centered because they always point to 

truth, even though they struggle and sin themselves, and 

they embody an unspoken timeless wisdom that just 

sounds and feels right. Jesus taught with this same type 

of authority and it astonished many who listened. We  

do not need to move mountains, advance a cause, write 

books or become notable. All we have to do is become 

credible witnesses of the faith we profess. Moses people 

can teach us how to do this. 

 

St. Oscar Romero was an amazing man and a Moses  

figure for sure. He saw God in the burning bush and 

brought the flame of Gospel faith to the poorest of the 

poor, challenging the evils of the society in which he 

lived. He was tireless and persistent. He must have got-

ten very close to the problem because it cost him his life. 

He suspected it would. St. Romero said, “When we leave 

Mass, we ought to go out the way Moses descended Mt 

Sinai: with his face shining, with his heart brave and 

strong to face the world’s difficulties.” We can learn from 

this wisdom. If we allow the power of the Mass to truly 

transform us, we will leave that holy encounter changed. 

Our face will shine, and we will have courage. We  

can then bring what we have received to life’s challenges. 

That sounds doable, doesn’t it? Because of the  

example of our simple holiness, people will be amazed. 
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February 1-7, 2021 
Monday  8:00 am Chuck Fox 
  Req by Anne Fox 
Tuesday 8:00 am Don Wegener 
  Req by Virginia Hann  
Wednesday 8:00 am LaVerne Fox 
  Req by Anne Fox 
Thursday 8:00 am Jim and Nancy Dockendorf 
  60th Wedding Anniversary 
  Req by Debbie, Diane, Denise &  
  George 
Friday 8:00 am  Greg Cosentino 
  Req by Sarah Cullinan 
Saturday       5:00pm   Robert Miller 
  Req by Connie Kauffman 
Sunday          8:00am Robert Guler 
  Req by Gerry & Carol Hinterlong 
 11:00am  Pro Populo 
  People of the Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS 

LITURGICAL ROLES 

FEBRUARY USHERS 

Saturday 5:00 pm N/A 

 

Sunday 8:00 am N/A 

 

 11:00 am     N/A  

SUNDAY, January 31, 2021 

Religious Ed    9:15am 

TUESDAY, February 2, 2021 

St. Vincent DePaul   6:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY, February 3, 2021 

Followers of the Truth  8:45 am 

RCIA     6:00 pm 

Confirmation    7:00 pm 

THURSDAY, February 4, 2021 

Staff Meeting             12:30 pm 

FRIDAY, February 5, 2021 

Adoration                   8:30am-7:00pm 

SUNDAY, February 7, 2021 

Loss and Transition   9:00 am 

Religious Ed    9:15am 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

ALTAR SERVERS 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 

February 6-7, 2021 

  
Saturday 5:00 pm Lector N/A    
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 
 
 
Sunday 8:00 am    Lector   N/A 
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 
 
 
Sunday   11:00am     Lector   N/A 
Extraordinary Ministers       N/A 

February 6-7, 2021 

 

Saturday 5:00 pm N/A 

   
Sunday  8:00 am N/A 
 
Sunday 11:00 am      N/A 

Readings for the week of January 31, 2021 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor 7:32
-35/Mk 1:21-28 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24 [25]/
Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-
18a [cf. 17]/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 
10-11 [cf. 10]/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc [1a]/Mk 6:14
-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 
[1]/Mk 6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 
3a]/1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 

FEBRUARY 2 


