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Burke-Sivers once said that 
when it comes to faith 
formation, sometimes 
you have to plant the 
seeds and then get out 
of the way. Parish Coor-
dinator of Religious Ed-
ucation Judy Kreczmer 
says this is Religious Edu-
cation in a nutshell.

“We try to look at every-
thing we do as planting seeds,” Judy says. 
“So much of what we do is unseen and 
unmeasurable.”

“We’re trying to not just have them 
memorize prayers or the Ten Command-
ments,” adds Religious Education Admin-
istrative Assistant Lisa Short. “It’s more 
about helping them have that personal 

relationship with Christ and 
teaching them to live out 

the faith.”
This concept of 

seed-planting has be-
come more preva-
lent as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
As they could no lon-

ger gather for their tra-
ditional 9 a.m. Sunday 

classes, catechists were 
pushed to get creative, finding 

new ways to present the faith and support 
the parents as their children’s primary 
educators. From Google Meet classes and 
weekly Flocknote messages, to entirely 
new methods of instruction, St. John the 
Baptist’s catechetical team was pushed to 
think in entirely new ways as they closed 
out the 2019-20 school year.
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St. John the Baptist

Each day, we strive to live stewardship in our lives, 
recognizing our roles as “God’s co-workers” in His 

creative, redemptive and sanctifying work. But in our quest 
to live as disciples of Christ, many obstacles often arise.

One of the most prevalent roadblocks in living 
stewardship is understanding the traits that make up a 
good Christian steward. Surely, it would be much more 
convenient if we had some sort of “stewardship list” 
that could lay out the necessary steps to becoming a 
good steward. Unfortunately, it more often feels like 
living stewardship is a lifelong journey that we will 
never fully comprehend.

Fortunately, the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, Stewardship: 
A Disciple’s Response, gives some insight into the 
characteristics that make up a good Christian steward.

The Christian steward should display some of the 
following traits:

Insight — Before the disciples could live the stewardship 
way of life, they needed a flash of insight, or a certain 
way of viewing the world and their relationship to it in 
a fresh light. This “divine grandeur,” more than anything 
else, is often what sets people on the path to Christian 
stewardship (Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 39).

Conscientiousness — Stewards are fully conscious of 
their accountability in sharing of their time, talent and 

treasure. As caretakers of the gifts that God has given 
them, they have the opportunity and responsibility 
to use them to their fullest potential to spread God’s 
Kingdom on Earth (40).

Generosity — Christian stewards are generous out of 
love as well as duty. They should display a desire to 
share with and care for others based on the sacramental 
graces they have received. And they are also cognizant 
of the many warnings that the New Testament presents 
to those who fail in charity and authentic love (40).

Joy — Christian stewards are often presented with 
difficult obstacles, but they should remain joyful in the 
face of challenges to their lives of stewardship. Like 
Paul, the good steward is able to say, “I am filled with 
encouragement, I am overflowing with joy all the more 
because of all our affliction” (2 Cor. 7:4). Only by serving 
with a joyful spirit will stewards fully reap the rewards 
of their service, both in this life and the next.

Indeed, living as a Christian steward is a lifelong 
journey with many ups and downs along the way. But 
if we strive to consciously incorporate each of these 
characteristics into our giving of time, talent and 
treasure, we will find that the responsibilities of a good 
Christian steward will become much clearer with each 
experience of service.

C hristian Steward
the traits of the 
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To those of you who have been 
actively participating in the life 

of our parish but have been forced 
to stay away due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, welcome home!

To those of you who haven’t 
been to church in years and decided 
to renew your faith, welcome back, 
and welcome home!

During these past few months, 
we have experienced some of the 
most challenging and unnerving 
times in the history of our nation and 
Church. As we start to emerge from 
the darkness of this crisis and return to Mass and parish 
activities and ministries, I feel blessed and excited.

Excited to see familiar faces.
Excited to see new faces.
Excited to see faces of those we haven’t seen in a 

while but decided to come back!
In times like these, when nothing seems to make 

sense, I am so very glad you are here. The timing of 
your return is perfect, because the truth is we need 
Christ now more than ever.

Whether you have simply been forced to stay away 
while public Masses were canceled, or if you have been 
away from the Church for many years, this crisis has 
changed us.

All of us.
We have had some extra time lately for introspec-

tion. For personal reflection. And for prayer. And per-
haps during this era of isolation and social distancing, 
you have found yourself yearning for Christ more than 

ever before in the hopes of finding 
some meaning to all of this.

You have come to the right place.
As you walk through our doors 

for the first time in months — or 
perhaps even years — I hope you see 
the face of Christ in myself and in 
all those around you. I hope you find 
a welcoming parish family there to 
greet you, overjoyed by your return. 

As Christ tells us, from Mat-
thew’s Gospel, “For I was a stranger, 
you welcomed me” (Mt. 25:35).

The truth is, there really are no 
strangers at our parish. So as you come back home 
to our parish, I hope and pray you experience that 
same spirit of kindness and hospitality from all your 
fellow parishioners.

Whether you’re a longtime parishioner, or 
someone who fell away from the Catholic Church 
and are now ready to become renewed in the faith, 
let us all remember to welcome all who enter our 
parish doors with open arms, smiling faces and a 
servant’s heart.

 By living out our calling as Christian stewards, we 
will all emerge from this dark time as a community of 
faith that is stronger than ever — together.

Welcome back. And welcome home.

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

Welcome Back, Welcome Home!
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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St. John the Baptist

The past several months have changed much 
about the way we live our lives, from the way 

we shop for groceries, to the way we communicate 
with our loved ones and the way we worship. For 
many Catholics, this has perhaps been the longest 
time they have gone without participating in Sunday 
liturgy or other parish events, in person. However, 
here at St. John the Baptist, it has also been an 
opportunity for us to expand the ways that we con-
nect with our parishioners, as well as evangelize our 
broader community. 

“I keep coming back to the analogy of God’s ‘pause 
button’ on the world,” says Fr. Butler. “Who would’ve 
ever thought that the whole world could come to a 
stop? What’s the reason that God allows this evil to 
happen? God allows evil that better good will come 
out of it. My hope is that this is bringing people back.”

As soon as the celebration of public Masses was 
canceled, Fr. Butler began to offer livestreamed 
Masses — an 8 a.m. daily Mass, a 5 p.m. Saturday 

Mass and a 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass. 
He also offered a livestream Eu-

charistic Holy Hour each eve-
ning at 6 p.m. Fr. Butler 

also decided to offer the Sacrament of Confession, 
outdoors, in the grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, be-
tween the church and rectory. 

Members of the Pastoral Council reached out to 
our older parishioners, making over 119 phone calls 
to connect with members of our community who are 
over the age of 70. Fr. Butler visited some people 
outside of their homes, bringing the Eucharist in a 
monstrance to bless them, and on Mother’s Day, he 
offered a special drive-through blessing for over 50 
mothers and their families, in our community.

Although processions have been a regular part 
of our parish’s celebrations for a number of years, 
they took on particular significance these past sev-
eral months, bringing our faith out into the commu-
nities that were unable to come to us. On May 13, 
for the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, Fr. Butler did a 
Marian procession with the Our Lady of Fatima stat-
ue, for three miles, all around Somonauk. On June 
14, the feast of Corpus Christi, he celebrated with 
a Eucharistic procession, following the same route 
throughout town.  

“Pope Gregory the Great, when he had a ma-
jor pandemic in Rome,  processed  throughout the  

God’s PlanFinding

“What do they say? ‘Absence makes the heart grow 
fonder.’ It’s not ideal, but maybe this is part of God’s 

plan, to have this time to get our attention. Our 
culture needs conversion — it needs Jesus.” 

— Fr. Butler
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city with the Blessed Mother statue and the pan-
demic ended pretty quickly after that,” Fr. Butler 
says. With our processions we’re praying that COVID 
will end, for the development of an ethical vaccine, 
healing for anyone who has the virus, and conver-
sion of the faithful.

“I believe that the solution isn’t so much in our 
scientists — they’re important — but more in our 
prayer,” he adds. “Don’t be afraid. Have faith. God 
is going to carry us through.”

The ability to connect through technology has 
also been a blessing as a number of groups — includ-
ing our Pastoral Council, Finance Council and staff 
— have held meetings by Zoom video conference. 
Our religious education programs, Confirmation 
preparation classes, and Y-Disciple youth ministry 
also continued to meet via Zoom. Periodic phone 
blasts and parish-wide emails have also allowed us 
to keep our parishioners updated on parish news 
and special opportunities.

On Pentecost Sunday, St. John the Baptist opened 
for the celebration of public Masses, with the num-
ber of people allowed to attend slowly increasing, 
based on state and diocesan guidelines. More infor-
mation on changes, as well as the Mass sign-up, can 
be found on our parish website. Fr. Butler encourag-
es parishioners to begin returning to Mass as soon as 
they are able. 

“Do not be afraid,” Fr. Butler says. “We’re tak-
ing all the precautions and things have improved so 
much with the virus. Our faith is so important and 
it’s so important that we come back together.

Fr. Butler plans to expand our efforts to share 
our faith in the community, whether by the sign out 
on the street advertising outdoor Confessions and 
livestreamed Mass, or our processions through town. 

We will also be working with St. Paul Street Evan-
gelization and Ascension Press’ program, The 99, to 
increase our impact. 

“The government often wants to push us away, 
‘Keep your faith to yourself, stay in your church,’ 
but now, now we had to come out of our church, and 
it’s a time of evangelization,” Fr. Butler says. 

“During this time, people are actually experienc-
ing conversion, asking ‘What’s the purpose in life?’” 
he adds. “Now’s the time to evangelize, to get out 
there, with lots of energy.”

So, while things are slowly moving into a “new 
normal,” Fr. Butler hopes that the positive chang-
es we made throughout the course of the pandemic 
will remain part of our community and way of life.   

“What do they say? ‘Absence makes the heart 
grow fonder,’” Fr. Butler says. “It’s not ideal, but 
maybe this is part of God’s plan, to have this time to 
get our attention. Our culture needs conversion — it 
needs Jesus.”
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in the Midst of COVID-19

Please visit our new website for more 
information on upcoming events and 

changes — www.stjbsom.org. In order 
to allow parishioners to continue 

supporting our parish’s mission, a 
secure door slot has been installed in the 
parish office door for Sunday envelopes. 
Parishioners may also give by texting 
the word “Sunday” to 815-205-0260 or 

visiting stjbsom.org/giving.



6

St. John the Baptist

C H O S E N

D id you know that St. Anne is the patron saint 
of miners? In medieval times, the Virgin 

Mary and Jesus were often compared to precious 
metals of silver and gold. Hence, the lives that 
came from the womb of St. Anne made her the 
source of precious riches.

Unlike Mary, St. Anne was not conceived without 
sin — but nevertheless, she would one day raise the 
Mother of God. That’s a pretty big deal! What was it 
about St. Anne that prompted God to give her such a 
significant role in the history of salvation? There’s no 
way to know for sure, but there is one thing we can 
definitely say about St. Anne — God uses those who 
put themselves at His service, and that is precisely 
what St. Anne did. 

Not much is mentioned about St. Anne in the 
Bible, but her name derives from the longer name 
“Hannah,” or the Hebrew word for “grace.” We un-
derstand that, having believed herself to be barren 
for 20 years, an angel appeared to Anne and told her 
that she would soon have a daughter that she should 
name Mary. 

When Mary was finally born, after many years of 
frustration and infertility on her parents’ part, Anne 

did just as she promised — she dedicated Mary to the 
Lord, and raised a holy woman who would mother 
Christ Himself!

Early Christians are said to have been very in-
trigued by the story of Jesus’ grandmother and, 
around the year 550, erected a church in Jerusalem 
where St. Anne, her husband, Joachim, and Mary are 
said to have lived. 

Although we do not know much more about 
St. Anne, we can assume that she was a very holy 
woman based upon the woman her daughter, Mary, 
grew to be. Anne was the one from whom Mary 
learned to be a mother. She was the one from 
whom Mary learned to serve God. She was the one 
who instilled in Mary the confidence and faith to 
say “yes” to God — “May it be done to me accord-
ing to your word” (Luke 1:38). 

There is no doubt that St. Anne was a humble, 
holy woman. She was given a great gift — a child — 
who she readily gave back to God. And, thanks to her 
faith-filled gratitude to God for His gift, Mary opened 
her heart to the will of God, and became the mother 
of Christ. 

Talk about stewardship in action!  

The FeasT oF sT. anne — July 26

TO DO HIS WILL
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Thanks to a group of five men, there’s always an 
extra set of hands at our daily Masses. 

“I think of it as God asking me to help,” says 
Chuck Hickey, an altar server at St. John the Baptist. 

In 2004, Chuck retired from teaching and started 
attending daily Mass. Fr. DeSalvo asked him to get in-
volved as an altar server — and ever since, he’s been 
serving this ministry for daily Mass and funerals. With 
the help of the other servers Bud Short, Craig Zuege, 
Chris Wegener and Brad Strever, each person serves 
at about one daily Mass per week. 

Adult servers assist during Mass, as well as light 
the candles and make sure the wine and water are on 
the cruet table before Mass. On special dates, they 
light the charcoal for adoration. They also are a big 
help when a visiting priest says Mass. 

Chuck was also an altar server through his child-
hood until he graduated from high school. 

“My parents always stressed to us that everyone 
needs to do their part,” he says. “I feel like I’m doing 
God’s calling,” Chuck says. 

Chuck feels he has received many blessings 
through serving as an adult altar server. He and his 
wife, Linda, and daughter, Julia, have grown in faith 

through this ministry. He has also appreciated getting 
to know our parish priests and others in our St. John 
the Baptist faith community. 

“I have gotten to know many people over the 
years that I would not have had a chance to really get 
to know,” he says. “Working on a project or ministry 
helps to break the ice. We bond and get to know each 
other’s family, careers and more.” 

Chuck invites any male parishioner who is avail-
able for daily Mass at 7 a.m. or 5 p.m. to become an 
altar server. He appreciates that at a small parish like 
ours, everyone pitches in to make Mass run smoothly. 

“Serving in a ministry allows different people to 
get involved in our parish,” he says. “It makes them 
feel a sense of belonging.”
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Adult Altar Servers Pitch in to 
Help Our Mass Run Smoothly

“I have gotten to know many people over the years that I would not have had a 
chance to really get to know. Working on a project or ministry helps to break the ice. 
We bond and get to know each other’s family, careers and more.”  — Chuck Hickey

If you would like to learn more about 
becoming an adult altar server, please 

call Chuck Hickey at 815-826-1199. 



320 S. Depot Street
PO Box 276
Somonauk, IL 60552
Phone: 815-498-2010
www.stjbsom.org

Mass Times
Saturdays 5:00 p.m.
Sundays 8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Weekdays:
Tuesdays 6:30 p.m.
M, W, Th, F 7:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tuesdays 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.
or by appointment

Adoration
Tuesdays 5-6 p.m. and
First Fridays 7:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
with Benediction 9:00 p.m.

St. John the Baptist

Return Service Requested

“Though definitely not an ideal situation, I certainly 
feel it has strengthened our partnership with the parents,” 
Judy says. “I feel truly, truly blessed, too, to have the best 
group of people to work with. Our catechists go above and 
beyond and they love the kids so much. It’s amazing to 
watch how these relationships come together.”

As the situation with the pandemic continues to evolve, 
Judy and her team are still uncertain what the 2020-21 
Religious Education year will look like. That doesn’t mean, 
however, that they can’t begin to make plans, seeking to 
grow and improve in whatever ways possible.

“Right now, I’m hoping for the absolute best, which 
is that we go back to Religious Education the way it was 
before, only improved,” Judy says. “I’ve heard back from 
all our catechists and all but one are coming back. They all 
want to stay with their same classes. We’ve also already 
looked at textbooks, activities and a tentative schedule.”

“The books we are looking at are flexible,” Lisa adds. 
“They can be used either remotely or in person.”

Judy and Lisa also hope to be able to continue other 
larger Religious Education gatherings, such as the monthly 

Sunday Children’s Mass at 10:30, and opportunities for Eu-
charistic Adoration, the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
Stations of the Cross. All of this is done with the intention 
of planting and nurturing those seeds, forming the chil-
dren in the faith from as early of an age as possible so that 
it can flourish and take root in their hearts.

“I personally believe that the sooner we can talk to 
the kids about Jesus, God, our religion and what makes 
being Catholic different than any other religion, the bet-
ter,” Judy says. “We’re also trying to encourage parents to 
become as involved as possible in that process, whether 
that means coming out for a Family Fun Day, sitting in on 
a class, or attending an adult faith formation opportunity.”

Catechists  continued from front cover
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If you would like more information about the 
2020-21 Religious Education year and registration, 

please visit the parish website
at www.stjbsom.org/religious-education,
or contact Judy Kreczmer at 815-353-6562 

or re@stjbsom.org.  


