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Al Kaufman has been mowing the lawn at St. John the Baptist for more than 40 years.  

We all have at least one talent that 
can be used to serve our Lord. 

Some talents are more outwardly visible or 
“in the spotlight,” while others may be put 
to use in a more behind-the-scenes way. 

For Bud Short, using his talents is a 
behind-the-scenes endeavor. He literally 
helps keep the lights on at St. John’s, as he 
oversees our parish’s maintenance needs, 
both inside and outside. 

“It’s mostly just easy stuff, like chang-
ing out lights in offices and the church,” 
Bud says. 

Bud and his wife, Laura, have been pa-
rishioners at St. John the Baptist for about 
40 years. 

Along with parish bookkeeper Chuck 
Durancik, Bud handles most of the church 
maintenance work. Occasionally, they 
need to call in a professional for some of 
the more complicated tasks.

“Doing the maintenance work has giv-
en me the opportunity to have a better 
understanding of the Mass, the procedures 
and the reasons for them,” Bud says.  
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St. John the Baptist

Examining Our New Year’s Resolutions 
Through the Lens of Stewardship

Every January, we all step forward into the New 
Year with new ideas, goals, and resolutions. 

But after the initial sparkle of the New Year has 
faded, it can be easy to forget our once-fervent 
resolutions. However, we might find that it’s a bit 
easier to keep our New Year’s resolutions if we look 
a bit beyond our physical selves. By also involving 
our spiritual lives, as well as the lives of others, we 
can add a lot more meaning to our resolutions.

Renowned Catholic author Matthew Kelly says, 
“We’re all trying to be better versions of our-
selves,” and that’s basically what any resolution is 
about. Stewardship is essentially the same thing — 
if we embrace living a stewardship way of life, we 
become better versions of ourselves. We can use 
our time and talent to make improvements in our 
lives, in the lives of others, and the life of the par-
ish. It all comes down to one basic point — if we 
acknowledge that everything we have is a gift from 
God, then we are supposed to be good stewards of 
those gifts, use them for the benefit of others, and 
return our talents tenfold to the Lord. 

One idea to help incorporate stewardship into 
your New Year’s resolutions is to make two distinct 
resolutions each year — one at the beginning of 
the liturgical year, and one at the beginning of the 
calendar year.

We can think of the first Sunday of Advent as 
the Church New Year, and we can make our own 

spiritual resolutions at this special time each year. 
Then, for the new calendar year, we can make res-
olutions for our health and well-being. In both cas-
es, we can commit to these promises much in the 
same way we make our commitments during our 
annual Stewardship Renewal. We can make these 
resolutions, write them down, and share them with 
someone. Once you’ve written it down and shared 
it, you are now holding yourself accountable.

We are both physical and spiritual beings. Tak-
ing care of the physical side of things is a good 
start, but if we ignore the spiritual side, what kind 
of progress are we truly making? Even if you already 
regularly pray, you can add five more minutes to 
your prayer time each day to take a step forward in 
your faith. Even if you read the Bible once a week, 
you can take a spiritual leap and make it twice a 
week. One way to make a good resolution is to con-
sider joining or increasing your involvement in one 
of the parish’s prayer ministries, faith formation 
program, or outreach ministries.

Making resolutions requires us to truly reflect 
on the areas in our lives that we’d like to improve, 
while also ensuring that our priorities are in order. 
Remember, there is no need to take a giant leap 
all at once. So, as we begin a new calendar year, 
remember that even the smallest steps forward in 
faith can go a long, long way as you continuously 
renew your relationship with Christ.
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It is a new year, and it is my prayer 
for all of you — and for me, as 

well — that we can take new steps 
to grow in our faith and seek new 
ways to live out discipleship and 
stewardship.

Pope Francis once commented 
on his perspective of our modern 
approach to life. He said, “Certain-
ly, possessions, money and power 
can give a momentary thrill, the il-
lusion of being happy, but they end 
up possessing us and making us al-
ways want more, never satisfied. I 
have learned that the most important thing is to put 
on Christ in your life, place your trust in Him, and you 
will never be disappointed.”

The pope has been called “the world’s parish 
priest.” As we pray for one another in this New Year, 
may we all ask the Lord to help us appreciate Pope 
Francis’ approach to life, his simple way of seeing 
things, and his very basic way of appreciating things. I 
would hope that we see this year as a time for oppor-
tunity, a time to deepen our relationship to Christ, and 
for that matter to one another.

If we truly wish to change our lives and the lives 
of others, there are two easy ways to do it. We are 
blessed with many opportunities in this parish to pray, 
but as much as we need to take advantage of those, 
we also need to develop a strong personal prayer life. 
Recall the young Samuel, who was not quite sure what 
to do with his life, or what direction to go. When he 
finally settled on that one important prayer, “Speak, 
Lord, for I am listening,” Samuel gave us the hint as to 
what we need to do. Prayer is a two-way street, and 
part of that is taking the time to listen to God.

The second important way is to 
exude joy. Christ certainly called 
us to do that. Pope Francis has had 
much to say about joy, as well. The 
Holy Father says, “Joy cannot be 
held at heel; it must be let go. Joy 
is a pilgrim virtue. It is a gift that 
walks — walks on the path of life, 
that walks with Jesus… proclaim-
ing joy, lengthens and widens that 
path.” We must seek that joy and 
then we need to share it. That is 
truly our call. Joy translates quite 
easily into “love your neighbor.”

Yes, there may be challenges ahead in 2021, but 
we must focus on the opportunities, and then exert 
the effort to benefit from those opportunities. Happy 
New Year!

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

A New Year, New Challenges, 
New Opportunities

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

JAN/FEB 2021
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PARISHIONER Sherry Tracey REFLECTS ON HER HOMECOMING IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

When it comes to rediscovering a relationship 
with the Lord through the Catholic Church, 

we are taught that it is never too late to come home. 
Today, parishioner Sherry Tracey feels blessed to 
know just how true those words are. After being 
raised in the Church and attending Catholic schools 
through eighth grade, Sherry strayed from her faith 
as a young adult. After many years of attending Mass 
solely on Christmas and Easter, she found herself fully 
drawn back to the faith of her childhood three years 
ago — and hasn’t looked back since! 

Sherry first returned to regular Mass attendance 
following her husband’s passing in 2003, but not long 
into 2004, she had lost the habit once again. It wasn’t 
until her life took another unexpected turn that Sher-
ry was drawn back to the Church for good.

“I was a staff member for a school in Aurora and 
worked there for 30 years,” Sherry says. “Because 
of budget cuts, I was let go in 2015. So I retired too 
young at age 52, and after sitting around for a cou-
ple of years, I got tired of feeling sorry for myself. I 
felt something was missing, so I started going back to 
church.”

This time, the sense of peace Sherry found in the 
Mass continued to bring her back again and again.

“It was just a pull,” she says. “I don’t know what 
it was, but something had been missing and I had 
been unhappy. Then, just sitting in the church — it 
calmed me, it just made me feel better. So I guess 
the Church has always called me, and I finally took 
action. It was time.”

In addition to a newfound commitment to attend 
Mass regularly, Sherry’s daily life has been trans-
formed in the three years since she returned to the 
faith. She cherishes her morning prayer time and 
has said a Rosary every day since she came back to 
church in 2017. She also enjoys reading The Bible in 

One Year, a book she first discovered through our 
parish, and the many spiritual books and lives of the 
saints that she borrows from her mother’s library. 

Sherry has two great examples of the faith in her 
life that inspire her to continue to grow spiritually. 
Her mother was not only her first teacher in the faith 
when Sherry was young, but she also continues to 
model an active faith and answer any questions about 
Catholicism that Sherry might have. And when Sherry 
began attending Mass at St. John the Baptist, Fr. But-
ler introduced her to another inspiring woman.

“During Lent that first year, Father introduced 
me to Delores Devine,” Sherry says. “Later, I had 
been sitting at home thinking I didn’t know what the  

Parishioner Sherry Tracey is grateful that our loving God the Father has 
called her back home. 
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Simple Suppers were, and I finally decided to go. De-
lores was there, and she waved and invited me to 
sit by her. She introduced me to everyone, and that 
is how it all got started. She just introduced me to 
different things in the parish and I thought, ‘I can do 
that, I can do that.’”

With someone inviting her to participate in vari-
ous parish ministries, Sherry soon found herself com-
pletely immersed in life at St. John the Baptist. She 
discovered a devotion to Eucharistic Adoration and 
soon committed to a weekly Holy Hour. She joined 
Followers of the Truth, began caring for the plants in 
the Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto, and became a funer-
al luncheon helper through her participation in the 
Woman’s Society.

Through all of these ministries, Sherry has met 
many kind and caring parishioners, making our faith 
community feel like home. 

“So many people go out of their way to meet 
you,” she says of our parish. “Fr. Butler took the time 
and stopped to ask me about myself because he had 
seen a new face at Mass. The other parishioners want 
to know who you are and introduce themselves, and 
that’s nice. It is truly like family.”

Reflecting on the countless blessings that have 
followed her return to the Church, Sherry is grateful 
that our loving God the Father has called her back 
home. 

“It’s changed me tremendously,” says Sherry of 
her return to the faith. “It’s calmed me, and it has 
definitely led me to do the right thing. It has helped 
me with everyday stressors. I would just say that it’s 
in the little things. My faith is always on my mind now 
and in everything I try to do and say. Everything that 
happens, God has a plan and there is a reason. It’s a 
good life.”
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PARISHIONER Sherry Tracey REFLECTS ON HER HOMECOMING IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

“It was just a pull. I don’t know what it was, but something had been 
missing and I had been unhappy. Then, just sitting in the church — 
it calmed me, it just made me feel better. So I guess the Church has 

always called me, and I finally took action. It was time.”  
— Sherry Tracey

Through her involvement in parish ministries, Sherry Tracey has met many 
kind and caring parishioners, making our faith community feel like home. 
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The Great Catholic Educator: 
ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

Before Thomas Aquinas was even born, a holy her-
mit told his mother he was to be more learned 

and holy than any other person of his time. As a young 
boy, he was devoted to prayer and meditation, and 
his intellectual gifts were quickly recognized. When he 
was about 11 years old, he was sent to the University 
of Naples, and about five years later, he became a 
Dominican friar.

Thomas’ parents were Italian nobility and were not 
enthusiastic about Thomas’ choice of vocation. They 
went so far as to have his brothers capture him while 
he was en route to Rome, and they held him prisoner 
for two years in an effort to destroy his vocation and 
his virtue. After the family made one particularly hei-
nous attempt at breaking Thomas’ faith and spirit, he 
begged God to give him integrity of mind and body, 
and he was miraculously given the girdle and grace of 
purity for the rest of his life. This gift almost certainly 
was essential to the remarkable clarity of his intellect. 

After he regained his freedom, Thomas received the 
best education that was available during a time in hu-
man history that arguably represents the best the world 
has ever offered to scholars and philosophers. His great-
est works arise from his total focus on knowing and un-
derstanding God, and revealing as clearly as possible 
the Truth of God to others. He showed that faith and 
reason are not in conflict, but exist in harmony. 

Thomas’ Summa Theologica uses philosophical 
principles presented in scientific form to systematical-
ly explain Christian theology. It was his last work and 
was left unfinished. Thomas stopped writing after he 
experienced an unusually long vision on Dec. 6, 1273. 
When he was urged to finish his Summa, he stated that 
he could no longer write, for the secrets he had been 
shown during his vision made all he had written “seem 
as straw.” He died three months later.

Thomas composed more than 60 works. His 
powers of synthesis were truly extraordinary. He 
was able to sift through all that he read, distill the 
truth, and summarize his conclusions simply, clear-
ly and briefly. His writing is of such genius that it 
transcends style and art in the beauty of its truth. 
His works are as relevant today as they were to the 
13th century. His principles offer a remedy to such 
evils as socialism, communism, nihilism, as well as 
pantheism and spiritism.

Thomas was canonized in 1323 and was de-
clared a Doctor of the Universal Church in 1567. In 
1879, Leo XIII declared Thomas Aquinas “the prince 
and master of all scholastic doctors,” and in 1880, 
Thomas was designated as patron of all Catholic 
universities, colleges, and schools throughout the 
world. We celebrate St. Thomas Aquinas’ feast day 
on Jan. 28.

Thomas’ greatest works arise from his total focus on knowing and understanding 
God, and revealing as clearly as possible the Truth of  God to others. He showed 

that faith and reason are not in conflict, but exist in harmony.
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Bringing home a new baby is one of the most joy-
ous moments in life, but it can also be tiring and 

stressful for new parents. And for those undergoing 
surgery or struggling with an illness, taking care of the 
most basic necessities can be extremely taxing. Often 
in such circumstances, the last thing a person wants to 
think about is having to make a meal. 

So, much like Martha prepared a meal and showed 
hospitality to Jesus in chapter 10 of the Gospel of Luke, so 
do volunteers in our parish’s new Meal Train Ministry. 

“Cooking for another person is the epitome of hos-
pitality,” says Denise Ramos, our parish secretary.

Denise and a few others had heard of similar min-
istries at other parishes and decided it was something 
that could be a real blessing to our parish family here 
at St. John the Baptist. 

“For new parents, specifically, the first couple 
weeks are rough coming home with a new member of 
the family,” Denise says. 

Any parishioner who has either welcomed a child, 
is having surgery, is going through an illness, or has 
lost a spouse, is welcome to call the parish office to 
have meals made by volunteers. Dates and delivery 
information are organized via a website called Meal 
Train, at mealtrain.com. Meal recipients may also in-
dicate if they have any food restrictions or specific 
dietary needs, as well as their likes and dislikes.

This is a wonderfully simple ministry because it 
involves something that so many of us already do, in 
preparing meals for ourselves and our families. More 
volunteers are needed for this new ministry of service 
and hospitality. 

“People cook most nights anyway,” Denise says. 
“So why not make a little extra and offer it to oth-
er families who might be going through a tough time 
medically?” 

After all, it is often the simplest thing that can 
make all the difference. 
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Our Parish’s New Meal Train Ministry
Food Prepared With Love and a True Spirit of  Hospitality

If you would like to volunteer for this ministry, or to receive meals, please call the 
parish office at 815-498-2010. Volunteers who are not able to provide a home-cooked 

meal may also bring the recipient a take-out meal.

http://mealtrain.com
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While many of the maintenance projects have been 
put on hold with the pandemic, Bud helped with roping 
off pews to follow social distancing guidelines. Also, a re-
cent storm knocked down several trees around our parish 
grounds. So Bud, Chuck, and many others jumped in to 
clean up the mess. 

“I do this because it’s a matter of stepping up to the 
plate and taking care of things,” Bud says. “People should 
be doing that more often than not.”

Bud notes that he doesn’t usually get involved with 
much of the outside maintenance, besides some occasion-
al trimming. Parishioner Al Kaufman has been doing the 
mowing for more than 40 years. 

As an electrical engineer, Bud had to know how to 
solve mechanical problems. Bud says just being a home-

owner has required him to become handy. He knows this is 
one skill he can give to the Lord, and he has been serving 
in this capacity for more than 10 years. He also serves as 
the chairman for our parish ushers, and helps as an altar 
server, especially for funerals. And, along with Chuck Hick-
ey, Bud handles the task of filling the candles on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. 

Bud believes it’s very important to keep everything at 
St. John the Baptist looking great. 

“If you walk into a building, you want it to look good,” 
he says. “At a church, people really have a tendency to 
look around.” 

As far as planning upcoming projects, Bud and Chuck 
Durancik have discussed swapping out lights in some of the 
classrooms, the hallways, and the parish center. 

Church and Grounds Maintenance  continued from front cover
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If you are interested in helping out with this important ministry of service
at St. John the Baptist, please call Bud Short at 815-498-2747. 

http://www.stjbsom.org

