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It’s a seemingly simple procedure, but 
it can make a big difference — many 

times, women who see their unborn 
child via an ultrasound decide to keep 
their baby rather than have an abortion. 
But, purchasing an ultrasound machine 
can be cost-prohibitive for some pro-life 
centers and clinics. 

But thanks to a $40,000 donation 
from our Knights of Columbus chapter, 
the Abigail Women’s Center in Mendota 

now has the money to purchase an  
ultrasound machine. 

It all started in 2019 when Nick 
Cinfio began serving as Grand Knight 
for Council 13436. Nick wanted to find 
new ways for the Knights to get more 
involved, and he came up with a chal-
lenge. He asked council members to 
consider raising money for a women’s 
center to purchase an ultrasound ma-
chine. He didn’t know of a center that 
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“This really morphed into something,” says Grand Knight Nick Cinfio of  
the Knights councils’ efforts. “There was definitely divine providence.”
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had an immediate need, but he knew it would be good 
work. Also, the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council 
matches donations when they are used for pro-life ef-
forts such as this. 

“This really morphed into something,” Nick says. 
“There was definitely divine providence.

“I am partly a dreamer,” he adds. “I saw a need 
and I wanted a challenge.”

The goal was to raise $40,000. The group start-
ed with a few pancake breakfasts and letters to local 
businesses. Nick also started calling local clinics, but 
many already had an ultrasound machine. 

In August 2020, Fourth Degree Knight Kirk Reinhart 
was visiting Council 13436. He took the news of the ul-
trasound project back to his council, Rochelle Council 
1035. The group had money saved from the sale of a 
building, which they wanted to donate. So, this project 
seemed a perfect opportunity to do just that. 

In December, the Abigail Women’s Center was pre-
sented with the donation. 

“We didn’t know how we would do this, but we 
just decided to do it and let God take over,” Nick says. 
“Being a part of making this happen just means the 
world to me.” 

The Knights also offer essential support for pro-life 
and community efforts in other ways. Each year, mem-
bers host a Tootsie Roll collection to benefit those 
with intellectual disabilities. In October, the Knights 

have helped with crosses that are placed on our parish 
grounds by the Respect Life Ministry to honor the mil-
lions of lives lost to abortion.

If you would like to get involved in the Knights of Columbus, please call Nick Cinfio 

at 630-918-4541, or visit our parish website at stjbsom.org for more information.
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Our Lord chose to enter the 
world through the human fami-

ly. He came as an infant born into the 
marriage and home of the two holiest 
human creatures who ever lived — Jo-
seph and Mary. At a time when our 
world and our Church needs family 
and faithful disciples now more than 
ever, could there be a more fitting 
time to venerate the man who gave 
his life and his love to the Blessed 
Mother and the Son of God?

Pope Francis has declared 2021 
the Year of St. Joseph in honor of the 
150th anniversary of the saint’s proc-
lamation as patron of the Universal 
Church. Our pope said he established 
the year so that “every member of 
the faithful, following his example, 
may strengthen their life of faith 
daily in the complete fulfillment of 
God’s will.”

As Christians, we are blessed to 
have Mary as our spiritual mother and 
Joseph as our spiritual father. Just as 
Mary guides us from heaven with lov-
ing devotion, St. Joseph also diligently 
provides for the needs of the family 
of God, the Holy Catholic Church.

Because of his special role as fos-
ter-father of the Child Jesus, St. Jo-
seph has merited singular privileges 
in heaven unmatched by any saint 
aside from the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To give some modern-day per-
spective to the significance of 
this special year, Pope Francis has 
said the coronavirus pandemic  
heightened his desire to reflect on 

St. Joseph, as so many people during 
the pandemic have made hidden sac-
rifices to protect others, just as St. 
Joseph quietly protected and cared 
for Mary and Jesus.

“Each of us can discover in Joseph 
— the man who goes unnoticed, a dai-
ly, discreet and hidden presence — an 
intercessor, a support and a guide in 
times of trouble,” the pope wrote.

At the end of the First Vatican 
Council in 1870, Pope Pius IX declared 
St. Joseph the patron of the Univer-
sal Church. He is also the patron of 
carpenters, workers, fathers, and a 
happy death because he died in the 
presence of Mary and Jesus. The ti-
tle of Joseph’s March 19 feast day is 
“Husband of Mary.” Pope Pius XII later 
declared May 1 to be the feast of St. 
Joseph the Worker to counteract the 
Communist May Day holiday.

As Catholics pray and reflect on 
the life of St. Joseph this year, they 
also have opportunities to gain a ple-
nary indulgence or remission of all 
temporal punishment due to sin. An 
indulgence can be applied to oneself 
or to a soul in purgatory. An indul-
gence requires a specific act, defined 
by the Church, as well as sacramental 
confession, Eucharistic Communion, 
prayer for the pope’s intentions, and 
full detachment from sin.

Special indulgences during the 
Year of St. Joseph can be received 
through various prayers and ac-
tions, including praying for the  
unemployed, entrusting one’s dai-

ly work to St. Joseph, performing a 
corporal or spiritual work of mercy, 
or meditating for at least 30 minutes 
on the Lord’s Prayer.

As we devote 2021 to St. Joseph’s 
honor, we will undoubtedly unlock 
many special graces — not only for 
our parish, but for each of the faith-
ful who increase their devotion to him 
during this special year. There is no 
greater model than St. Joseph from 
whom we can learn how to live virtu-
ously in imitation of Jesus and Mary.

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

A Month and Year to Honor st. JosEpH

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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To read more about Pope Francis’ 
declaration on the Church granting 

plenary indulgences for the Year of St. 
Joseph, visit www.bit.ly/StJoseph2021

PoPe franCis’ Prayer 
to st. JosePh

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer,  
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  
To you God entrusted His only Son;  

in you Mary placed her trust;  
with you Christ became man.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father  

and guide us in the path of life.  
Obtain for us grace, mercy, 
and courage, and defend us 

from every evil. 

Amen.
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lent at st. John the baPtist: 
    May We Embrace the Many     Opportunities to “EncountEr cHrist”

Last liturgical year, our churches were closed for the 
majority of Lent, and in an unprecedented moment 

for the Church, we celebrated Holy Week online. 
“In many ways, it was a very powerful Lent 

because of the limitations,” says Fr. Kevin Butler. “I 
missed the people. I know all the angels and saints 
are present during Mass, but when the people are 
together, there is such energy.” 

This Lenten season, we will have opportunities 
to prepare for Easter together, both in person and in 
spirit. However we choose to prepare, Fr. Butler calls 
us to “stretch ourselves.”

“This year we need to go beyond our comfort 
zone to grow in holiness and encounter Christ,” he 
says. “Make those commitments both to what you’ll 
give up and to what you’ll add to your lives. This 
is my favorite season of the year because it is a 
powerful time to grow in love of Jesus together.”

One powerful way to experience Christ this Lent is 
through Eucharistic Adoration, which will be available 
Monday through Thursday from 6 to 7 p.m., and on 
Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Beginning on the First Friday of March, we will 
have an opportunity for 24-hour Adoration from 8:30 
a.m. on Friday to 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, followed by 
a First Saturday Mass at 9 a.m.

“We haven’t done 24-hour Adoration in decades,” 
Fr. Butler says. “My hope is to begin this tradition 
and continue it on every First Friday starting in May. 
This is a concentrated time of parishioners in prayer 
together.”  

Every Friday, Stations of the Cross will take place 
at 7 p.m. concluding with Eucharistic Benediction. 

The faith community will also have many 
opportunities to grow closer to Christ through the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. Every Monday, Tuesday, 
and Friday, Confessions will take place at 6 p.m. and 
on Saturdays at 4 p.m.

On Good Friday, Father will be available for 
Confession both before and after the 3 p.m. service. 

“We’ll also have a diocesan-wide ‘Be Reconciled’ 
day during which all the parishes will have Confession 
all day long,” Fr. Butler says. “On March 24, I intend 
to be in the Confessional essentially all day. 

In this Year of St. Joseph, this Lent we can 
also consecrate ourselves and our families to St. 
Joseph. Parishioners are invited to prepare using Fr. 
Calloway’s book Consecration to St. Joseph.

“We will have the consecration as a parish on 
the Solemnity of St. Joseph, March 19, at 6:30 p.m. 
before Stations,” Fr. Butler says. “Parishioners can 
also make their consecration privately if they prefer.”

Parishioners are also forming socially distanced 
small groups to engage in and discuss The Search, a 
video series by the Augustine Institute that “tackles 
the key questions of the human heart” regarding our 
life purpose. 

“I hope everyone will participate, and you can 
also have the videos sent directly to you,” Fr. Butler 
says. “This is something we’re doing as a parish.”

There are a series of accessible resources that can 
be sent directly to our emails or cell phones to help 

“This Lent, we’re growing in love with Jesus and trusting our lives more and more to Him. 
Lent is what you put into it. Maybe that’s a weekly Holy Hour or Stations. If  you miss your 
sacrifice one day, get back up the next and move forward with Jesus.” — fr. Kevin butler

continued on page 5
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us grow in our faith this Lent, including Best Lent 
Ever by Dynamic Catholic (dynamiccatholic.com/lent/
best-lent-ever.html), Make Your Lent Awesome by 
Redeemed Online (redeemedonline.com/lent/), and 
40 Days to Grace and Glory by FORMED (formed.org/
lent). Other resources for Lent are available on the 
Catholic Answers site (catholic.com).

There are also opportunities for parishioners 
and families to engage in works of mercy for their 
spiritual growth.

“Struggling and displaced Christians are near to 
my heart, and our parish almsgiving this year is to 
“Aid to The Church in Need” — churchinneed.org — to 
help the persecuted displaced Christians in Syria,” Fr. 
Butler says. “We have mite boxes available for the 
parishioners to put money in during Lent.”

This Lent and Easter, St. John’s will continue to 
livestream Masses, and whether we’re together in 

person or in spirit, let us try to take a significant step 
in our faith lives during this sacred season.

“This Lent, we’re growing in love with Jesus and 
trusting our lives more and more to Him,” Fr. Butler 
says. “Lent is what you put into it. Maybe that’s 
a weekly Holy Hour or Stations. If you miss your 
sacrifice one day, get back up the next and move 
forward with Jesus.”
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lent at st. John the baPtist: 
    May We Embrace the Many     Opportunities to “EncountEr cHrist”

Eucharistic Adoration at St. John the Baptist 

If you would like more information about 
Lent and Lenten opportunities, please reach 

out to the parish office at 815-498-2010
or visit www.stjbsom.org/lent. 
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The Easter triduum: 

The Great Week and the Feast of  Feasts

Each year, three days merge 
liturgically into one. This is 

the single event or prayer that 
commemorates the heart of the 
Gospel message — “by dying He 
destroyed our death; by rising He 
restored our life.”

Though Advent marks the 
beginning of the liturgical calendar, 
the culmination of this calendar is 
in the Easter or Paschal Triduum, 
which is its own liturgical season. 
Around the world, the communion 
of the faithful are united in 
celebration of the Triduum with 
liturgies for Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and the Easter Vigil rich 
with tradition and symbolism. 

Both the word “Passover” and 
the word “Paschal” have roots in the 
Hebrew pesach meaning a “passing 
over.” In the Jewish tradition, 
Passover recalls when the Israelites 
were saved from slavery as the angel 
of death “passed over” the chosen 
people. In gathering for the Feast 
of Passover, Christ and the apostles 
celebrated the Last Supper, the 
beginning of the Paschal Triduum 
when Christ “passed through” His 
passion, death and resurrection.

The Triduum, from the Latin 
for “three days,” begins at dusk 
on Holy Thursday with the Mass of 
Our Lord’s Supper. As the apostles 
and Christ gathered to celebrate 
the Passover, we gather on Holy 
Thursday and commemorate the 
institution of the Eucharist, the 
institution of the priesthood and the 
new commandment to “love one 

another…as I have loved you” (John 
13:34). In many churches, in imitation 
of Christ’s action of humility and 
service, the celebrant washes the 
feet of several of the faithful.

Christ and His disciples went 
from the Last Supper to the Garden 
of Gethsemane. In a similar tradition, 
Holy Thursday concludes with a 
solemn procession to a place set aside 
for the repose of the Eucharist. Here, 
we adore the Blessed Sacrament as 
Christ asked His disciples to “remain 
here and keep watch” with Him 
when His soul was “sorrowful even to 
death” (Matthew 26:38). The liturgy 
ends without a closing rite, and the 
altar is stripped.

Beginning without an 
introductory rite, the Good Friday 
service commemorates Christ’s 
passion from His condemnation to 
His crucifixion and death. Though 
the Mass itself is not celebrated, we 
read from John of the Lord’s passion, 
death and burial. We offer prayers 
of petition and venerate the cross 
before receiving Communion. Again, 
the liturgy ends without a closing rite 
as the celebrant departs in silence.

At this time around the world, 
the doors of the tabernacle are 
left open as we mourn the death 
of Christ.

Without an introductory rite, 
the Easter Vigil — the Feast of 
Feasts — on Holy Saturday evening 
begins in darkness and continues 
the same holy event or prayer 
begun on Holy Thursday.

This is the night when we 

celebrate Christ’s triumph over 
death! This is the night when the 
Alleluia is sung for the first time 
since the beginning of Lent. This is 
the night when we welcome new 
members into full communion with 
the Church.

After the procession of the 
Paschal Candle, representing Christ 
Himself as the light of the world, we 
hear the story of our salvation history 
from Genesis to the Resurrection. 
We then welcome the Elect into 
the Church, and together with 
our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
we celebrate the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist and conclude Mass with 
the triumphant double Alleluia. 

While three days are set aside 
annually to celebrate the Paschal 
Mystery, we, the communion of 
the faithful, continue meditating 
on the salvific passion, death and 
resurrection of Christ throughout 
all our lives. For Christ, as we hear 
in the Easter Proclamation, “has 
ransomed us with His blood, and paid 
for us the price of Adam’s sin to our 
eternal Father!” 
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The pandemic may have caused some changes, but 
thanks to a system that has been fine-tuned over 

82 years, the St. John the Baptist Parish Corned Beef 
and Cabbage Dinner is a “go” for March 13.

A delicious dinner of corned beef, cabbage, 
potatoes, a roll, and homemade pie will be available 
via drive-through only from 4-7 p.m. 

Chuck Kessler has been chairing the dinner for 
25 years and his crew of men from the parish will 
be cooking up the food to keep this longstanding 
tradition going. 

“We have a good system for serving and cooking,” 
Chuck says. “It’s all men, with many doing it for years. 
A lot worked alongside their fathers when they were 
kids, and they have continued on. They enjoy the 
camaraderie of working with the same guys again.”

Some of the workers are men in their 80s who have 
been helping since they were in their teen years.

The dinner preparations begin at 3 a.m. the day of 
the dinner when a crew of about 15 arrives at the parish 
center to begin cooking the beef. At noon, another 
crew of 10 arrives to begin cooking the potatoes and 
cabbage. Another group arrives shortly after that to 
begin unpacking the pies that the women of the parish 
have prepared. 

Last year, the men cooked about 2,200 pounds of 
corned beef, along with 1,100 pounds of cabbage and 
600 pounds of potatoes.

The procedure to buy the meals has been honed 
to a polish. Drivers enter the roadway between the 
parish center and church to the order and pay point. 
They then are directed to one of four lanes, where 
runners bring out their dinners. 

The dinner began as a fundraiser and a social event 
when a dance followed the dinner. The dance fell by 
the wayside, however, and now the dinner is a social 
event for the men of the parish. The event does make 
some money — but that isn’t the goal. 

“It’s a tradition in the parish,” says Chuck Durancik, 
Parish Business Manager. “When you’ve been doing it 

that long, it becomes part of the community outreach 
from the parish.”

The tradition is such that there are stories shared 
in the parish of diners driving 60 miles from Chicago, 
years ago, to attend. Now, it is not uncommon to have 
diners driving 30 to 40 miles.

With COVID-19 protocols in place, diners can be 
assured that those preparing the meals will be masked 
and gloved while cooking and serving the food. Before 
they enter the parish center they will be asked the 
questions that are being asked at doctors’ offices about 
symptoms and behaviors, and their temperatures also 
will be taken.

And as the event winds down on March 13 — when 
the last meal is delivered, the last pan is washed, and 
trash is carried outside — those who took part will 
understand, as always, that their efforts were all part 
of stewardship. 

“The whole meal is part of stewardship,” Chuck 
Kessler says. “They’re giving back to the community 
and church. It’s a tradition of about 80 years and 
that’s important to the men — they are long time 
parishioners who want to keep the tradition going, so 
it’s a big thing.”
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The Annual Corned Beef  and Cabbage Dinner:
Safely Maintaining a Stewardship Tradition with Drive-Up Service

Anyone who would like more information 
about the dinner, or information about 

helping, may call the parish office at 
815-498-2010.
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Saturdays — 5 p.m.
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Saturdays — 4 p.m. or by 
appointment

Adoration
Mon-Fri — 6-7 p.m.
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Lenten Adoration:
24-hour Adoration — March 5 at 8:30 a.m. to March 6 at 8:30 a.m. (followed by Mass at 9 a.m.)

Friday Adoration — 8:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Holy Week schedule
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Monday, March 29  
• Adoration — 6-7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 30
• Adoration and Confession — 6-7 p.m.

Wednesday, March 31
• Adoration — 6-7 p.m.

Thursday, April 1
• Mass of the Lord’s Supper — 7 p.m.

Friday, April 2
• Confession — 10 a.m. 
• Good Friday Service — 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.
• Confession — 5 p.m.

Saturday, April 3
• Easter Basket Blessing — 10 a.m.
• Easter Vigil — 8 p.m.

Sunday, April 4
• Easter Sunday Masses — 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.


