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Steven Ondrla had been considering 
Catholicism for nearly 10 years, 

and when his adult daughter, Marissa, 
entered the Church, he knew it was 
time to take this step on his own faith 
journey.

“I finally decided to make that 
commitment after seeing Marissa’s 
faith,” Steven says. “She converted 
last Easter and talked to me about her 
experience over the summer.”

Steven was raised Lutheran and at-
tended Lutheran schools from kinder-
garten to eighth grade. In high school, 
Steven gradually became a non-prac-
ticing Lutheran, but after having his 
children, he began attending a liberal 
Lutheran church. Somehow it didn’t 
feel like the right fit for him.

“I started to notice things I didn’t 
agree with, things I didn’t believe in,” 
Steven says. “My brother had also  
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St. John the Baptist

The Challenge of  Discipleship
God calls us to give Him everything – our whole 

heart, our whole soul, and our whole mind. 
This is the challenge of discipleship – a lifelong pro-
cess of more fully placing our lives under the lord-
ship of Jesus Christ.

The reason that God can ask such complete service 
from us is that He made us. Everything we have be-
longs to Him! This includes our intelligence, our physi-
cal ability, our artistic talent, our family, our finances, 
our government – anything we may typically think of 
as “ours.”

It takes courage to recognize that we are not the 
masters of our possessions and ourselves. Further-
more, as Christians, we believe that because every-
thing we have is a gift from God, we are called to give 
Him thanks. We express our thanks by using our gifts 
to further His kingdom on earth. This is the basis for 
our understanding of stewardship.

We refer to “time,” “talent,” and “treasure” in or-
der to differentiate between the various parts of our 
life that belong to God. “Time” is the duration of life 
that God has given us. “Talent” includes the special 
gifts or strengths God has nurtured in us. “Treasure” 
is what we have earned through our time and talent.

Even though we identify these three aspects 
of stewardship, they are still part of the same 
Gospel-based concept. And even when we focus  

separately on these parts, it should not signal that one 
is more important than the other. Instead, focusing on 
each aspect one at a time helps us to better concen-
trate on that area in our lives.

Stewardship is, after all, an attitude. If our goal is 
to become better stewards, we must have a reason in 
our minds to do so. Here are the basics of a steward-
ship attitude:

“God made everything!”
A wholehearted trust that God made all things is 

essential to understanding stewardship. Recognizing 
God as the Creator is one of the most basic, profound 
beliefs of Christianity.

“I am truly blessed!” 
It takes humility in order to truly acknowledge 

God’s goodness. Every great triumph and every little 
pleasure is a blessing from above, and every strong 
character trait we possess is a gift from God.

“I believe I am to use God’s gifts for His glory!” 
What better way to thank God for His goodness 

than by using our personal gifts to glorify Him? We are 
not the owners of our time, talent or treasure. But 
we are caretakers given the responsibility of spreading 
God’s kingdom on earth.
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As we celebrate the Feast of 
Pentecost on May 23, which 

is one of the most significant 
events in the life of the Church, I 
can’t help but relate the outpour-
ing of the gift of the Holy Spirit 
upon the first disciples as “the 
birth of stewardship.” 

As a stewardship parish, we 
have come to understand it in our 
personal lives and our parish life 
as the work of the Holy Spirit, ac-
tive and inspiring us to be the dis-
ciples Jesus called us to be, just 
as He did those very first disciples. It just makes 
sense to once again realize and acknowledge the 
work of the Holy Spirit in our decisions to be au-
thentic disciples of Jesus Christ. 

For some, like me, it took a conversion of sorts 
to move us from unbelievers to believers, and from 
fear or suspicion to courage and confidence in the 
values and ideals of stewardship. Reading the ac-
counts of the Acts of the Apostles, it wasn’t much 
different for them. Their experience is our expe-
rience and continues to encourage us to be open 

to the Holy Spirit at work in our 
lives. That “Spirit” renews the 
“Pentecost event” in each of us, 
as we practice discipleship as we 
know it through the stewardship 
way of life. 

God has blessed our parish 
family and continues to do so, as 
the Holy Spirit continues to pour 
out gifts upon us and send us 
forth to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. As we grow and 
mature in our stewardship efforts, 
how fortunate we are that the 

stewardship way of life has become our way of life. 
May we always give thanks to God for the Holy Spir-
it’s gift to each of us — for, when we do, it seems 
only natural to be inspired to live discipleship as it 
was intended to be lived in the first disciples and 
in each of us. 

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

Pentecost: 
The “Birth” of  Stewardship

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

MAY/JUNE 2021

As we grow and mature in our stewardship efforts, how 
fortunate we are that the stewardship way of life has become 

our way of life. May we always give thanks to God for the Holy 
Spirit’s gift to each of us — for, when we do, it seems only 

natural to be inspired to live discipleship as it was intended to 
be lived in the first disciples and in each of us. 
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St. John the Baptist

Eucharistic Adoration 
In June, we will celebrate the Feast of Corpus 

Christi, a celebration of the precious Body and 
Blood of Christ. Here at St. John the Baptist, we 
are blessed to have several opportunities to pray 
before the Precious Body each month at Eucharistic 
Adoration. 

Each weekday evening at 6 p.m., there is one 
hour of Adoration. In addition, there is a full day of 
Adoration on the first Friday of each month, from 
8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Going forward, Adoration will 
also continue during the night on the First Friday of 
the month, until Saturday morning. During this past 
Advent and Lenten seasons, we offered Adoration 
every Friday. 

Since Fr. Butler began serving at St. John the 
Baptist on May 30, 2014, he has been working to 
build the number of hours per month for parishio-
ners and visitors to experience the power of Eucha-
ristic Adoration. When he first started, there was 
just one hour per month. 

With the COVID-19 pandemic forcing church clo-
sures, Fr. Butler was really reminded of the power 
of the Eucharist. He knows parishioners missed at-
tending Mass and receiving the Body of Christ. This 
is even more reason for him to continue to offer the 
chance for Eucharistic Adoration, and it is why he 
added the daily holy hour at 6 p.m. 

“One of the fruits from the pandemic is that it 
has shown us what is important,” Fr. Butler says. 
“When people could come back to Mass and received 
Jesus in the Eucharist, that was so moving. People 
were receiving it with such intention. It was really 
from their heart.” 

Like many parts of the Catholic faith, the prac-
tice of praying before the Blessed Sacrament, in a 
monstrance, has developed over time. Many saints 
have also practiced Eucharistic Adoration. As St. Pa-
dre Pio said, “A thousand years of enjoying human 

glory is not worth even an hour spent in sweetly 
communing with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.” 

Fr. Butler hopes we will take the example of the 
saints and volunteer for an hour, where we can. This 
past March was special, as Fr. Butler added an over-
night component to the First Friday Adoration. He 
also helped cover a few of the overnight hours. 

“It was so very powerful,” he says. “When I was 
younger, I used to cover First Friday Eucharistic Ad-
oration from 1-2:30 a.m. at a convent. Those over-
night hours were a powerful time of prayer. Every-
thing is so still in the middle of the night.” 

Parishioner Steven Ondrla came into the church 
at the Easter Vigil. When he was attending the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults classes, he intro-
duced Fr. Butler to his daughter and a friend, who 
both said they enjoy Eucharistic Adoration in over-
night hours. This was just the assurance Fr. Butler 
needed to add the overnight time to First Friday. He 
hopes to continue this going forward. 

The overnight Adoration typically ends with the 
9 a.m. First Saturday Mass. First Saturday Mass is 
a promise from Mary at Fatima. Mary said she will 
assist at the hour of death to anyone who for five 
consecutive Saturdays goes to confession, receives 
Holy Communion, says the Rosary and meditates for 
15 minutes on the Rosary. 

“With all these Adoration hours, I believe that 
something powerful is going to happen,” Fr. Butler 
says. “God will never be outdone in generosity. It’s 
really powerful.” 

Fr. Butler says being silent with our Lord in a 
place outside our home can bring our prayer to a 
new level. Fr. Butler believes something miraculous 
will happen as a fruit of Adoration. 

“There are miracles happening already,” Fr. But-
ler says. “There are people growing deeper in their 
faith, in this parish, because of this.”

Offers Continuing Opportunities to Be Close to Our Lord
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In March, there were 75 hours of Adoration of-
fered at our parish. Fr. Butler can’t believe what a 
blessing that was. 

“In Adoration, we join our heart with the heart 
of Jesus,” he says. “You can feel the presence of 
God and have a conversion experience.” 

Fr. Butler hopes parishioners will reach out if 
they would like to learn more about Adoration. One 

place to start is to learn more about Eucharistic 
miracles, like in Lanciano, Italy, and Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 

“In Adoration, Jesus comes out of the tabernacle 
to meet us,” Fr. Butler says. “There can be so much 
healing during Eucharistic Adoration. It brings heal-
ing to the soul. There is nothing more powerful than 
Adoration.”
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Eucharistic Adoration 
Offers Continuing Opportunities to Be Close to Our Lord

Please refer to the bulletin for information on times for 
Eucharistic Adoration in the coming months. 

In March, there were 75 hours of  Adoration offered at St. John the Baptist. 
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St. John the Baptist
The Sacrament of  Reconciliation: 

Returning to the Father
Those of us who have children know what it’s like 

when they come to us apologetically after having 
done something they know is wrong. As parents, it melts 
our hearts, and we can’t help but forgive them freely, 
and take them into our arms – sometimes squeezing 
them with tears in our eyes! At times, we may even feel 
closer to them than we did before the event occurred. 

This, we can assume, is how God feels, being our 
most clement Father. In His magnanimous love, He sent 
His only Son Jesus Christ to redeem the world, free-
ing it from the haunting grips of sin and death. Christ 
instituted the Sacrament of Reconciliation through His 
Church to offer sinners forgiveness for the offenses 
they committed against God. 

As the Angelic Doctor St. Thomas Aquinas writes so 
beautifully, “[The Sacrament of Confession is a] sacra-
ment of healing and a sacrament of conversion, return-
ing us to the Father after we have sinned. In the life of 
the body a man is sometimes sick, and unless he takes 
medicine, he will die. Even so in the spiritual life a 
man is sick on account of sin. For that reason he needs 
medicine so that he may be restored to health; and 

this grace is bestowed in the Sacrament of Penance.” 
 As far as the details for the reception of this sac-
rament are concerned, three conditions are necessary 
– contrition, which is genuine sorrow for sin, together 
with a purpose of amendment; confession of sins with-
out any omission; and satisfaction by means of good 
works. A priest is gravely bound to keeping total confi-
dentiality for all confessions they hear.

Church law requires Catholics to confess mortal 
sins – the most serious kind of sins – to a priest at 
least once per year, and to confess them before ever 
receiving Holy Communion, as well. However, this is by 
far the minimum; Catholics are encouraged to receive 
the sacrament freely and frequently since it is so ex-
tremely beneficial to the health of the mind, soul and 
spiritual life in general. 

To honor the Sacraments is to honor God and the 
entire Christian community. To receive the Sacraments 
is to live in God’s love and to strengthen our love for 
each other. Christ, our tenderhearted, Paschal Lamb, 
awaits us, His beloved children, to come to Him with 
all of our hearts. 
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If you have a way with plants and 
would enjoy helping to beauti-

fy our church grounds, our Garden 
Club would love to have you join! 
Spending some time digging in the 
fragrant soil, working to make our 
Lord’s house and grounds lovely, 
and using your gardening talents 
would be the perfect way to em-
brace stewardship.

Currently, the members are 
Donna Freeman, Sherry Tracey, 
Tricia Burke, and Pat Werner. While 
they have no set times to work on 
the plants and flowers around the 
church, rectory, and parish cen-
ter, they do the work when they 
have time available. The weather 
impacts the schedule, for if there 
is a lot of rain, there will be more 
weeds to pull. Conversely, if there 
is a long dry spell, the areas will 
need more watering.

Club members suspect that 
there are many “worker bees” 

among our parishioners because 
individuals have been seen bend-
ing down to pluck a weed or two 
before going on their way. 

Winter has given way to 
spring, and with that comes plan-
ning for our church grounds this 
summer. Pat Werner makes the 
trek to the garden center to pur-
chase plants, but as is her cus-
tom, she usually has nothing spe-
cific in mind until she sees what’s 
available.

“Alyssums are on the south side 
of the church and a lot of times 
they will come up every year, so 
some just need to be bought to fill 
in,” Pat says. “Last year, they were 
hard to find at the nurseries.”

The club has planted cas-
tor beans on the south side of 
the church. These plants display 
beautiful red and purple shapes 
that are a lovely foil against the 
tan of the church wall. The club 

also has placed four huge pots 
just outside the entryway that 
will be filled with purple foun-
tain grass in the middle of the 
pot, with petunias, impatiens, 
and begonias surrounding them. 
These flowers bloom all summer 
and come in a variety of colors.

“You can find them in huge 
quantities to keep the cost 
down,” Pat says. “Also, in front 
of the church are a couple of 
hanging baskets of purple petu-
nias that pop out.”

Other bright spots the club 
has created include pots in oth-
er areas around the campus that 
are filled with purple sweet po-
tato vine. These fill up the pots 
and bloom with pink flowers that 
cascade over the edge of the 
pots. Hostas, a hardy, showy pe-
rennial, have been planted on 
the north side of the church and 
return every year.
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GARDEN CLUB 

If you would like to bring your love of gardening to help beautify the Lord’s house,
you can join the Garden Club by calling the parish office at 815-498-2010. 

“Anyone is welcome to stop by and water if you know the flowers need a drink,” 
Pat Werner says. “Or, you can just start weeding on your own!”

Invites Others to “Dig in” and Share the 
Good Stewardship of  Our Parish Grounds
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converted to Catholicism, and I saw how much his 
faith meant to him and his wife. I began doing some 
research and learning about the Church.”

During the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) process at St. John the Baptist, candidates 
and catechumens usually meet weekly over several 
months. Steven knew there would be a time com-
mitment involved, but his RCIA experience was fairly 
unique.

“When RCIA started, there were about four 
people, but then it basically became me meeting 
one-on-one with Fr. Butler, which was such an in-
credible blessing,” Steven says. “Marissa, my spon-
sor, joined us for a while too.” 

Going into the RCIA process, Steven knew some 
of the foundational principles of the Church, but he 
was struck by the true meaning of the Eucharist.

“I knew the Eucharist meant a lot to Catho-
lics, but I didn’t realize how much it really meant,”  

Steven says. “The Eucharist really is the Body and 
Blood of Jesus. That was so amazing for me to learn.”

He also became very interested in the lives of 
the saints and chose St. John Paul II to be his con-
firmation saint. 

“The saints are all very interesting, and I didn’t know a 
lot about them,” Steven says. “St. Faustina is probably my 
favorite. I’m drawn to her story and the theme of mercy.”

After fully entering, Steven was able to receive 
the Eucharist on Divine Mercy Sunday, which he had 
been looking forward to for months. 

“I’m so excited to be part of the Catholic com-
munity and to do my best to live as a Catholic man 
in this world we live in,” he says. 

Steven would encourage anyone with even an in-
kling of curiosity about the faith to participate in 
the RCIA process.

“Reach out and talk with a priest,” he says. “See 
if the Church might be something for you.” 
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