
CATHOLIC CHURCH

St. John the Baptist

There is a real beauty 
in being raised in the 

Catholic Church — some-
times referred to as be-
ing a “cradle Catholic.” 
But there is also beau-
ty in finding the Catho-
lic Church as an adult. 
Robert Peter Ormstead 
II went through the Rite 
of Christian Initiation of 
Adults process, or RCIA, 
this past year and was 
welcomed into the Church 
at Easter. In fact, Robert 
encourages cradle Catho-
lics to go through RCIA or 
find ways to learn more about the Cath-
olic Church. He says learning about the 
faith as an adult is very enriching.  

Robert’s fiancée, Angela Goetschel, 
was previously living in Colorado Springs, 

attending a parish called 
St. Patrick’s — this is where 
Robert first really felt called 
to the Catholic Church. An-
gela moved back to this 
area in May 2020. 

“I saw St. Patrick’s 
Church and I saw the joy 
in her face,” Robert says. 
“It just made me want to 
be a part of the church 
in her life. The people 
there were very friendly. 
There was a calm about 
it and something said to 
me, ‘That is what I am 
missing in my life.’”

Robert didn’t grow up in a faith tra-
dition — he was not able to find any 
records of Baptism. So, he received 
all the Sacraments of Initiation at  
Easter — Baptism, First Eucharist, and 
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Robert Peter Ormstead II is so excited 
to have come into the Catholic Church.
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St. John the Baptist

hen the church needs a new roof or the 
local food bank needs donations, we jump 
at the chance to give for the sake of the 
need. It’s part of our human nature — we 

identify a need, and we want to give of our time, talent 
and treasure to help. 

But as a stewardship people, we are called to 
give of ourselves not simply because the Church has 
needs, but because each of us has a need to give. As 
the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops states 
in its pastoral letter on stewardship, Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, “We need to give our money to 
individuals and families in need, to the Church, and 
to other worthwhile charitable organizations because 
giving money is good for the soul and because we need 
to return thanks to a loving God for all of the many 
blessings each of us has received” (67).

As fellow members of the Body of Christ, created in 
God’s image, we should strive to go beyond simply co-ex-
isting with one another on earth. The life we live should 
be fueled by love for each other. This love should dictate 
how we live — by giving of ourselves. 

Jesus Christ showed us the perfect example of this 
self-giving love when He died on the cross. His death was 

STEWARDSHIPA Need to Give
a completely selfless act. He gave of Himself for our sake, 
offering us — through that gift — life everlasting. 

As Christ’s disciples, we follow His example, and we 
give of ourselves for the sake of others, out of love and an 
inherent need to give. 

That’s not to say that we gain nothing through our gifts. 
In fact, in His goodness, God sees to it that we do. Most of 
us have experienced what happens when we give of our 
time, talent or treasure. We feel as though we get more 
out of it than we give. If you speak to someone who serves 
at the soup kitchen or someone who has made it a regular 
practice to tithe to the Church, you are likely to find that 
he or she feels blessed to be able to give. As the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops points out, “To be a Christian 
disciple is a rewarding way of life, a way of companionship 
with Jesus, and the practice of stewardship as a part of it 
is itself a source of deep joy. Those who live this way are 
happy people who have found the meaning and purpose of 
living” (Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 21). 

Find out for yourself. Get involved in a ministry. Make 
a commitment to put some money in the collection basket 
next Sunday. Don’t wait to find out if there is a need — 
give of yourself right now. You will be richly blessed for 
doing so. 

W

Slather on your sunblock and put on your best beach outfit! Attendees may bring a dish to share. 
RSVP requested but not required. Sign up at stjbsom.org or call the office at 815-498-2010.

PARISH PICNIC

Lake Holiday — Beach 2
1287 Holiday Drive, Sandwich

FOOD ∙ BEER ∙ WINE ∙ MARGARITAS ∙ BINGO AND MORE

MAGICIAN ∙ TREASURE HUNT ∙ ZIPLINE ∙ PLAYGROUND ∙ PRIZES ∙ SWIMMING

Sunday, July 11 ∙ 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.

http://stjbsom.org
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It is natural to think of July as a 
time for, as the saying goes, re-

charging our batteries. After all, 
isn’t July the month most Ameri-
cans would associate with the word 
“vacation”? Yes, Independence Day 
does provide a focus for the first 
part of the month, but then the 
rest of the month stretches ahead, 
seemingly empty of obligations for 
many of us. 

The month of July also represents 
the relative sameness of a farmer’s 
growing season. Like a farmer rais-
ing crops — having a busy spring planting season and a 
hectic fall harvest, with a long summer growing season 
in between — so it is with our lives. In our professional 
lives, completing our education, starting our careers, 
getting married, and beginning a family correspond 
with the planting season. Then, retirement, with the 
changes in our lives that come with it, is comparable to 
the harvest. But between the two lies 40 years of labor 
— for some people, these are years of exciting and ful-
filling work, but for others, these are years of drudgery 
that seem to have no end. And just as the noonday sun 
of July shines the hottest, the “heat” of our working 
years can become overwhelming.

The same is sometimes true of our spiritual life. 
Most of us don’t remember our Christian beginnings 
because we were baptized as infants. But we have all 
seen the joy and excitement in the faces of those who 
come into the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil. Their 

spirits have been planted in the rich 
soil of grace from God and begin to 
sprout. The harvest we have to look 
forward to is eternal life with God 
in heaven. But between our baptism 
and our hopeful arrival to heaven, 
there are years of Christian living. 
For most of us, there are peaks 
and valleys, high points of joy and 
low points of sin, with long stretch-
es of spiritual plateau in between. 
And that’s when the “heat” of the 
noonday sun seems to weaken our 
resolve to live for Christ.

The best way to deal with that difficulty in the 
spiritual life is through the practice of stewardship, 
the commitments we make to devote some portion of 
our time, our talent, and our treasure to God. This 
is what gives meaning and purpose in life and fills us 
with joy and gives us a spark to carry on. The prac-
tice of stewardship gives us real strength to endure 
the “Heat.” 

May God bless you and protect you this summer. 
You’ll be more prepared to experience His grace during 
this time if you are at Mass each week. We yearn for 
community, and we yearn for the Eucharist which is 
the holy fuel that makes our lives go better. 

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

Stewardship Helps Us Endure the “Heat”
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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Parish Community 
GATHERS FOR CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS ONCE AGAIN

It is so wonderful that parish life is thriving once again! We thank all who participated 
in these recent celebrations and special events in our parish community.
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St. John the Baptist

Although our nation’s real independence began 
at the end of the Revolutionary War on Sept. 

3, 1783, President John Adams originally thought 
that the anniversary would be marked on July 2, 
the day in 1776 when the Second Continental Con-
gress voted to approve a resolution of independence 
from Great Britain. Ultimately, Americans chose to 
commemorate the birthday of the United States on 
July 4, the day on which the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was adopted and approved.

What does this mean for us as Roman Cath-
olics? The Catechism of the Catholic Church re-
minds us, “The love and service of one’s country 
follow from the duty of gratitude and belong to 
the order of charity” (2239).

As a parish community, we are called by God to 
respond to this duty to the best of our ability. So, 
where do we start? 

The Second Vatican Council document, Apos-
tolicam Actuositatem, states that “In their patrio-
tism and in their fidelity to their civic duties, Catho-
lics will feel themselves bound to promote the true 
common good: they will make the weight of their 
convictions so influential that, as a result, civil au-
thority will be justly exercised and laws will accord 
with moral precepts and the common good” (14).

By living our lay vocation and permeating the 
secular world with Catholic values, we genuinely 
honor God and neighbor. As “lamps shining be-
fore men,” we need to let our moral convictions 
– no matter the courage it may take – shine forth 
to be a guiding light for the world, often left 
vulnerable in the darkness. 

Our commitment to a rightly ordered Catholic 
patriotism begins with our commitment to the for-
mation of our Christian conscience. We must enrich 
ourselves with the Church’s teachings on the value 
of human life, the sacred institution of family, Cath-
olic social and moral teachings, Catholic civil du-
ties, and anything that further pertains to the living 
out of our Catholic faith in our nation today. 

Once we have done this, we will be able to act 
upon it. As St. Teresa of Calcutta once said, “Today, 
more than ever, we need to pray for the light to 
know the will of God, for the love to accept the will 
of God, for the way to do the will of God.”

This year, let us give our hearts to carrying out 
this mission of an authentic Catholic patriotism un-
der God. Our nation was founded under God. Let us 
not allow this precious heritage, this source of true 
life and liberty, to be lost. Its preservation relies on 
each one of us.

WHAT DOES 
“Red, White, and Blue” 

MEAN TO YOU?



7

It has been a busy past several 
months for Parish Bookkeep-

er Chuck Durancik and a team 
of parish volunteers. They have 
been replacing 204 fluorescent 
light fixtures in the Parish Cen-
ter Gathering Room, storeroom, 
and classrooms with LED fix-
tures. When finished, things will 
be much brighter and more ener-
gy-efficient as well.

There are several reasons for 
updating the fixtures.

“The fluorescent lights are 
outdated and bulbs are becom-
ing hard to acquire,” Chuck says. 
“Ballasts are expensive and in 
many instances failing. Many of 
the diffuser covers are cracked.”

Thanks to an opportunity of-
fered by Commonwealth Edison, 
our electric service provider, we 
have been able to take advantage 
of a rebate. The total cost of the 
fixtures is about $14,000, but the 
rebate is $5,000, which lowers our 
cost to about $9,000. “The long-
term benefit is that the cost of 
the electricity to supply the LEDs 
is significantly less,” Chuck says. 
The LEDs are estimated to require 
only 40 percent of the electricity 
used by the old fixtures.

This project has been on 
the long-term planning agenda 
for several years. At the time, 
ComEd was offering a rebate, but 
the electrical provider ran out 

of money for the program before 
our project was approved.

“This time, we were able to 
succeed in getting our applica-
tion funded by ComEd,” Chuck 
says.

Along with Chuck, the parish-
ioner team working on the light 
project includes a retired electri-
cian and other talented retirees.

“It’s a slow process — some of 
the fixtures took a while to re-
move because they were nailed 
to a concrete ceiling,” Chuck 
says. “Each area of the Parish 
Center has its own unique chal-
lenge in the process of removing 
fixtures and installing new ones. 
The new fixtures have a ballast 
for the LEDs, but they are a much 
lower voltage, and have a much 
longer life in them.”

The center has two floors of 
classrooms with seven rooms on 
each floor. The Gathering Room 
alone has 60 fixtures. The first 
floor in the classroom area has a 
concrete ceiling and the second 
floor has wooden trusses covered 
with acoustic tile. The removal 
and replacement methods are 
different by necessity. The cen-
ter itself dates to 1984, and it is 
believed, so do the fixtures. 

The work being done is a 
prime example of stewardship 
in action, as the electrical and 
carpentry skills of the volunteers 
are their stewardship talents of-
fered on behalf of the parish. 

Our parishioners have gener-
ously made the project a reality. 
A DIAL account at the diocese 
has had parishioners’ donations 
deposited. These funds, coupled 
with the parish’s rebate from the 
Diocesan Appeal, are covering 
the cost.
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Talented and Generous Parishioners 
Powering Our Parish Center Light Project

(From left) Chuck Durancik and Bud Short 
work to install new LED light fixtures in the 
Parish Center, replacing the old fluorescent light 
fixtures. The new fixtures will be more energy-
efficient and will cost less to operate, requiring 
only 40 percent of  the electricity used by the 

previous light fixtures.
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Confirmation. Robert chose Delores Devine as his Con-
firmation sponsor and St. Joseph — the patron saint 
of workers — as his Confirmation saint. In his career 
and free time, Robert enjoys working with his hands. 

The COVID-19 pandemic forced a switch to virtual 
RCIA classes for Robert. This allowed him and Angela 
to go through the lessons and delve into the topics 
together. While certainly not the same as attending 
in-person meetings, the virtual RCIA classes helped 
Robert learn a lot about the Church. He finds great 
joy in the apostolic history of the Catholic Church. 

“We go all the way back to one of the 12 disciples 
who gave us these rules, that Jesus taught them,” 
Robert says. “Knowing that I am part of the original 
church that Jesus built here on Earth is exciting.”

Robert also appreciates that he can attend Mass 
anywhere in the world and it will be essentially the 

same, just in a different language. He also appre-
ciates one of those saints upon whom all Catholics 
have called — St. Anthony, the finder of lost things. 

“Angela told me about St. Anthony, and if I 
prayed to him, he would help me find my lost skid 
steer key in my gravel driveway,” Robert says. “Yes, 
I found my key.”

As the threat of the COVID-19 pandemic wanes, 
Robert hopes to be more involved in the community 
at St. John the Baptist, and would also like to attend 
in-person RCIA classes. He hopes to lead people to 
the Church through his example, as he came to the 
Church by the example of others. He also hopes to 
continue to emulate the example of St. Joseph. 

Feeling blessed to have received the sacraments 
and to be Catholic, Robert can’t wait to see what 
the future holds!
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