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St. John the Baptist

If you’ve ever tried to read through the Bible on your 
own, you might have found yourself a little lost or 

discouraged along the way. Most of us don’t have the 
background knowledge that helps us draw connections 
throughout Scripture. Of all the books of the Bible, Reve-
lation is perhaps the most mysterious. After hearing a lot 
of interest, Judy Kreczmer chose Ascension Press’ Rev-
elation: The Kingdom Yet to Come, by Jeff Cavins and 
Thomas Smith, for the next parish Bible study. 

Just before Christmas, we wrapped up our study of 
A Biblical Walk Through the Mass. Judy has been looking 
forward to the Revelation Bible study because it will go 

into greater depth on some of the topics from the previous study during the 11 ses-
sions. The Revelation Bible study is part of a collection of studies that aims to draw 
us into the salvation story as it is told across Scripture. Rather than studying the book 
of Revelation on its own, the study will connect Revelation to the rest of Scripture. 

“I’ve been facilitating Bible studies since the ‘80s,” Judy says. “Each book was 
presented as a standalone with maybe a few connections, but nobody ever connected 
everything this way for a Bible study like Jeff Cavins does.”

At weekly meetings, participants will watch a video and hold a discussion. The 
study will explore the intriguing symbols and figures found in the book of Revelation 
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Of  all the books of  the Bible, Revelation 
is perhaps the most mysterious. After 

hearing a lot of  interest, Judy Kreczmer 
chose Ascension Press’ Revelation: 
The Kingdom Yet to Come, by 

Jeff Cavins and Thomas Smith, for the 
next parish Bible study. 

The Revelation Bible Study: 
An Opportunity to Explore the 
Deep Connections of  Scripture 
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St. John the Baptist

How Can We Model the Faith for Our Children?
The Church has made it 

clear that parents are 
primarily responsible for the 
spiritual and cognitive de-
velopment of their children 
in matters of the faith. As 
the Dogmatic Constitution of 
the Church, Lumen Gentium, 
states, “Husbands and wives 
find their proper vocation in 
being witnesses of the faith 
and love of Christ to one an-
other and to their children” 
(Chapter 4, Section 35). The 
Catechism of the Catholic 
Church further emphasizes 
this vocation, by pointing out 
that the moral education and 
spiritual formation of children 
is not only the right, but the 
responsibility, of their parents: 
“The right and the duty of par-
ents to educate their children 
are primordial and inalienable... Parents have the 
first responsibility for the education of their chil-
dren” (CCC 2221, 2223).

But how can we as parents create an environ-
ment in the home conducive to spiritual and moral 
development? As busy adults, how are we to dis-
seminate the knowledge and understanding of the 
tenets of the faith to our children in the way that 
a trained and experienced catechist can? Further-
more, how do we strike a balance between teach-
ing our children in the home and not interfering 
with the faith formation and sacramental prepa-
ration they are currently receiving through their 
parish school or religious education program?

The answer to all of these questions is  
stewardship.

Indeed, we must reinforce the lessons that our 
children learn in school and at religious education 
classes by talking to them about the faith, reading 

Sacred Scripture with them, and 
spending time in family prayer. 
And there are several authori-
tative resources online that can 
help parents in this task, includ-
ing Catholic Parents Online at  
www.catholicparents.org. This 
site links parents to numerous 
other websites and documents 
that can help them in talking to 
their children about the faith.

But the best way that we 
can teach our children is by 
serving as a living example to 
them of how to live as disci-
ples of Christ. If we want our 
children to grow up as strong 
Catholics and to display a 
lifelong commitment to their 
faith, then it is important that 
we ourselves live a committed 
faith life. This includes an on-
going commitment to our own 

faith formation as adults and active participation 
in the sacraments. It also includes the giving back 
of our time, talent, and treasure in service of our 
community in thanksgiving for the gifts that God 
has given us.

Parenting can be a tough vocation, and children 
deal with many influences in their lives that exist 
in stark contrast to the values that their parents 
often hope to instill within them. Fortunately for 
parents, the stewardship way of life provides a sim-
ple and effective model for teaching our children 
in matters of the faith. By living as stewards of 
God’s gifts and reaping the spiritual rewards that 
accompany this lifestyle, we are tangibly showing 
our children that sharing of our gifts and talents 
leads to a life of happiness and spiritual fulfillment. 
In doing this, we give them a good opportunity to 
follow in our footsteps and make their faith a top 
priority for the rest of their lives.



A few short weeks ago, we 
completed our Christmas sea-

son. We are now in what we call Or-
dinary Time — but before long, we 
will begin Lent. This is one of those 
rare years when Ash Wednesday is 
in March — so, Lent does not, of 
course, begin in February this year.

The Gospel of John begins with 
the statement, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” 
We speak often of the Word in the 
Church. As most of you are aware, 
the first part of our Mass is called 
the Liturgy of the Word. What does that mean to us?

Basically, there are four parts of our celebration 
of Mass: Introductory Rites; Liturgy of the Word; Lit-
urgy of the Eucharist; and Concluding Rites. My focus 
in this reflection is that second part — the Liturgy of 
the Word. The main parts of that are a First Reading, 
a Responsorial Psalm, a Second Reading, the Gospel, 
and a Homily. 

We draw on Holy Scripture from the Bible for 
the readings. As Catholics, we do not consider that 
these readings are about God, or about the Church, 
or about our faith, or a history lesson, or a nice story 
from long ago. We consider them to be God speak-
ing directly to us. Thus, our attentiveness to what is 
being proclaimed is important. Are we listening? Do 

we hear? And then, do we respond 
in our lives? All of those should be 
facets of how we approach the 
Word of God.

For us, the Word of God is the 
living Word. God is speaking to us 
as a community, and He asks us 
to be faithful to His Word. If we 
pay attention and truly listen, God 
can nourish our spirit, and Christ 
can be more real and present to 
us. The Homily, the Responsorial 
Psalm, the Profession of Faith, and 
the Intercessions develop the Word 
further and complete it. The Pro-

fession of Faith is our acceptance of God’s Word.
However, the question for us is, how do we re-

spond to the Word? Does it change our lives? Does it 
bring us to the conversion necessary to live lives of 
stewardship and service? It is not easy, I know. Being 
able to listen, to hear, and then to act requires time, 
practice, commitment, and a desire to fulfill all of this. 
That is one of my prayers for us — that we can hear the 
Word, and that we can bring it to life in our own lives 
and in the lives of others.

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

The Word of  God: 
How Do We Hear It? And How Do We Respond to It?

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

JAN/FEB 2022
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St. John the Baptist

“We have been members of St. John 
the Baptist Parish for almost two years,” 
Rafal says. “The first time we went to 
this church was on the last Sunday 
before the churches were closed be-
cause of the pandemic. I saw that the 
churches in the Diocese of Joliet were 
closed, but since St. John the Baptist 
is in the Diocese of Rockford, we were 
excited to still be able to attend Mass 
in person there.” 

Even though the pandemic has in-
terrupted many opportunities for com-
munity and involvement within the 
church, the Stawiarskis have experi-
enced a warm welcome from those in 
the parish.

“On Mother’s Day, I took my fam-
ily for a special blessing,” Rafal says. 
“There was a car line by the church and 
Fr. Butler was standing there with the 
monstrance in his hands. He was bless-
ing everyone who drove by. This was 
something I will always remember.”

“What a special gift it was to re-
ceive this blessing!” Teresa adds. “It 
was so moving to see this priest stand-
ing there with a monstrance in his 
hands and blessing each individual who 
passed by. He was standing there like a 
good shepherd for the lost sheep.” 

Together with their children — Sara, 
Nell, Max, and Angelica — Rafal and Tere-
sa have embraced the welcoming culture 
of the parish. Community involvement is 
very important to them. In particular, 
their involvement in the Corpus Christi 
procession provides a spiritual link to 
their Polish roots.

The Stawiarski family — Rafal, Nell, Teresa, Angelica, Sara and Max

MEET THE

STAWIARSKI FAMILY

This year, Rafal and Teresa Stawiarski will celebrate their 25th 
wedding anniversary. As they fondly recall, their family of 

six got its start in a bit of an unexpected way. 
“I am from the southwest side of Poland, from the city of 

Walbrzych,” Rafal says. “Teresa is from a small town at the foot 
of the Tatra Mountains. I visited this place a few times for va-
cation when I was a young boy but I had no idea that my future 
wife was here.”

Rafal and Teresa met years later after they had both moved 
to the United States. 

“We met at the first wedding I attended in America,” Teresa 
says. “It was just a few months after I had moved to this country. 
I never expected to meet my future husband that day.”

The couple was married at the Polish-American Church in Chi-
cago, and their first two children, Sara and Nell, were baptized in 
that church as well. 
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“The Feast of Corpus Christi is one of the most 
festive celebrations of the year in Poland,” Rafal 
says. “Throughout the whole country, it is a day off. 
Hundreds of people from every parish participate in 
the processions. I participated in the processions at 
St. John the Baptist twice and Fr. Butler asked if I 
would like to carry a canopy. It was a great honor 
for me.”

“Last year, Angelica had a very special role in the 
Corpus Christi procession,” Teresa adds. “She wore 
her First Communion dress like a flower girl for Jesus 
and had the honor to throw the rose petals at the 
feet of Jesus as His Real Presence in the monstrance 
was carried out to the people.” 

Sara is away at college but the three younger 
Stawiarski children all participate in various activi-
ties throughout the parish and surrounding church-
es. Nell is a junior at Marquette Academy High 
School and volunteers as an aid for the religious 
education program. 

“She has a special love for children,” Teresa says. 
“She learns a lot from the experienced and devoted 
teachers who work at the school. It gives her the op-
portunity to grow.”

“It is important for me to be involved in the parish 
because I can learn a lot from the parish family,” Nell 
adds. “I can learn and live the truth.” 

Max is an altar server in the parish. 
“Max was a little hesitant when Fr. Butler invited 

him to come for altar server training,” Teresa says. 
“But Fr. Butler explained everything so well and let 
Max serve soon after the training. Now he really likes 
this special role and asks when he can serve.” 

“I like to be an altar server,” Max says. “When I 
am in the pew, I am distracted. I like something to do. 
I like to be busy. I also make new friends doing this.” 

Having the whole family involved in the church is 
very important to Rafal and Teresa. 

“When our children are involved, they develop 
good friendships with the people of the same values as 
ours,” Rafal says. “We are very happy that our children 
have the opportunities that they do at this parish and 
other parishes as well.” 

“We don’t want to just be consumers who come, 
eat and leave without appreciation,” Teresa says. “I 
understand that all good I can get belongs to God. I 
found my identity at church. Living for others gives us 
joy. It is not always easy to encourage our children to 
serve others. Many times, I have to force my own self 

to go out and serve, but my heart grows bigger when I 
say ‘yes.’ God gives us a special grace when we serve 
Him. He is so generous even if we first say ‘no,’ even 
if we hesitate. What really matters is our commitment 
to it when we are there. I want to be an instrument 
in His Hands and I want the same for my husband and 
our children.” 

Teresa likens their involvement within the parish 
to the Body of Christ. In St. Paul’s letter to the Ro-
mans, he explains that as a body has many parts, they 
do not all have the same function. We are all members 
in the body of Christ (Romans 12:4-5).

“We are all part of the Mystical Body of Christ,” 
she says. “It is only by being united to the Body and 
thus united to each other that we are each able to 
fulfill our objective of serving the entire body. By un-
derstanding that each one of us has a special role, we 
are contributing to the building up of the church.”
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Blessed to Serve for the Glory of God

“Many times, I have to force my own self  
to go out and serve, but my heart grows 
bigger when I say ‘yes.’ God gives us a 

special grace when we serve Him.” 
— Teresa Stawiarski

MEET THE

STAWIARSKI FAMILY
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Valentine’s Day

The Feast of  a Christian Martyr
Candy, flowers, romantic din-

ners, and excuses for wooing 
are the common traditions we as-
sociate with the once-pagan holi-
day known as Valentine’s Day.

Dangling cupids, candy “mes-
sage” hearts, and faux long-
stemmed roses clutter every card 
store, waiting for that last-minute 
purchase.

The question is — how did this 
over-commercialized holiday real-
ly begin?

There are a few stories sur-
rounding the history of Feb. 14 
and St. Valentine himself, all dat-
ing back to the Roman Empire. The 
14th day of February was a day set 
aside to honor the goddess Juno, 
queen of the Roman gods and god-
desses. The following day, Feb. 15, 
began the feast of Lupercalia — a 
fertility festival dedicated to Fau-
nus, the Roman god of agriculture, 
as well as to the Roman founders 
Romulus and Remus. 

As part of the festival traditions, 
there was a name drawing among 
the young people. The names of 
young Roman women were written 
on slips of paper and placed into a 
jar. Each young man would draw a 
young woman’s name from the jar, 
and the two would be partners for 
the duration of the festival. Some-
times the pairing lasted an entire 
year, and often, the couple would 
fall in love and later marry.

At the time, Emperor Claudi-
us II was involved in many bloody 

and unpopular campaigns, and he 
was having a difficult time recruit-
ing soldiers to join his military 
leagues. Claudius believed that 
soldiers were reluctant to join be-
cause they did not want to leave 
their loves or families.

With this in mind, Claudius de-
creed all marriages and engage-
ments canceled in Rome. During 
this time, St. Valentine was a priest 
in Rome, and he and St. Marius se-
cretly married young couples. For 
this, St. Valentine was apprehend-
ed and dragged before the Prefect 
of Rome, who sentenced him to be 
beaten and then executed by be-
heading. He suffered this martyr-
dom on Feb. 14, around the year 
270 AD.

Before his death, it is said that 
St. Valentine left a note for the 
jailer’s daughter, who had become 
his friend, and signed it “From Your 
Valentine.” Although the truth be-
hind the St. Valentine’s legend is 
murky, the stories certainly em-
phasize his appeal as a sympathet-
ic, heroic and, most importantly, 
romantic figure. It is no surprise 
that by the Middle Ages, Valentine 
was one of the most popular saints 
in England and France.

Over time, Feb. 14 became a 
time for lovers to exchange sweet 
messages, making St. Valentine the 
patron saint of lovers. The date 
was often commemorated with the 
sending of poems and simple gifts. 
During the Middle Ages, it was 

commonly believed in France and 
England that Feb. 14 was the be-
ginning of the avian mating season, 
which added to the idea that the 
middle of February — Valentine’s 
Day — should be a day for romance.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has seemed to further di-
vide those who have the means and those facing 

economic hardship. And, unfortunately, the pandemic 
has made it especially difficult to safely serve those 
who need it. But, thanks to the good work of the St. 
Vincent de Paul (SVdP) Society conference at St. John 
the Baptist, those in need are still getting help. 

Our parish SVdP conference is part of a large in-
ternational organization of more than 100,000 Vincen-
tians. The organization is based on visiting the poor in 
their homes and assessing their needs. Unfortunately, 
the home visits have been put on hold due to the pan-
demic. Those in need are contacted via phone. 

Anna Doherty has been volunteering with SVdP 
since 2005 at her former parish and has served with 
the conference at St. John the Baptist since it started 
in 2016. 

“In the past, being a teacher, a counselor, and 
a Red Cross volunteer, I have seen many families go 
from secure financial situations to being destitute,” 
Anna says. “It can happen to anyone. I guess, to sum 
up, my interest in this area — God called me to help 
those who are needy.”

Our parish SVdP conference has geographic 
boundaries to separate from other conferences. The 
St. John the Baptist conference covers Hinckley, 
Earlville, Waterman, Somonauk, Lake Holiday, Sher-
idan, Serena, and any small towns within that area. 
Everyone who is in need is served no matter their 
faith tradition. 

“We have had great financial support from the 
church through monthly envelopes,” Anna says. 
“We’re thankful for the support.”

One obstacle the group faces is finding those in 
need of assistance. Anna says some people are too 
proud to seek help when they need it. The group 
asks all parishioners to help refer folks in need to 
the helpline by having them call 815-826-1690. All 
information shared is kept private. 

As our area does not have public transportation, 
getting to a job or school can be an issue for those 
in need. Often, folks need help with auto repairs. 
Anna asks anyone with skills in auto or basic home 
repair to consider volunteering. Sometimes, those in 
need benefit from a small financial boost to help with 
utilities, groceries, baby items, phone, gas, rent, or 
mortgage payments. 

Anna feels so blessed to be able to volunteer with 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. She hopes others 
will consider being involved to fill the role of Christ’s 
hands and feet in our world.
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The St. Vincent de Paul Society: 
Serving Those Most in Need With Great Compassion

Those in need may call the  
St. Vincent de Paul helpline at 815-826-1690. 
The thrift store — to shop or to donate — is 

located at 427 S. Fourth St. in Geneva.  
To get involved with SVdP, please contact  
Anna Doherty at adohert1228@gmail.com.



320 S. Depot Street
PO Box 276
Somonauk, IL 60552
Phone: 815-498-2010
www.stjbsom.org

Mass Times
Saturdays — 5 p.m.
Sundays — 8 and 11 a.m.
Weekdays — Mon-Fri 8 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri — 6-7 p.m.
Saturdays — 4 p.m. or by 
appointment

Adoration
Mon-Fri — 6-7 p.m.

St. John the Baptist

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Somonauk, IL 

60552
Permit No. 25

and will talk about them in light of our own practice 
of the faith, particularly through the Mass. Revelation 
is often discussed in terms of the end times or apoca-
lypse, a popular topic for speculation. This study will 
help us understand Revelation’s meaning in our own 
lives and faith. 

The study is meeting weekly from the end of Jan-
uary until the middle of April. Two sessions will be 
offered each week — Monday and Thursday from 7 to 
9 p.m. Parishioners are invited to register for either 
of the sessions offered. 

“I’m looking forward to hearing what the people 
of the parish have to say,” Judy says. The in-depth 
study will last 11 weeks, giving us plenty of time to 
explore Scripture more deeply than we have before. 
Judy will facilitate the group discussion but looks for-
ward to learning from those who attend and wants 
parishioners to feel free to share their insights. 

“I want the people that come to the study to 
share what they’ve learned and know that whatever 
you grasp is what God wants you to get,” Judy says. 
“You might pick something out based on an experi-
ence that you’ve had. It’s good to share and good for 
everyone else to hear and relate to.”

The Revelation Bible Study  continued from front cover
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To register for the Revelation Bible study, please contact the parish office at 815-498-2010.

“Whatever you grasp is what 
God wants you to get. You might 
pick something out based on an 
experience that you’ve had. It’s 

good to share and good for everyone 
else to hear and relate to.”

— Judy Kreczmer


