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The Month of May is a time of joy 
and celebration. In the Church, 

we give this month to our Blessed 
Mother Mary, honoring her as the 
Mother of God and as our mother. 
As spring breaks through, we also 
celebrate our own mothers, joyful-
ly following Mary’s example. A long-
standing tradition in our parish is the 
Mother-Daughter Banquet, hosted by 
the Women’s Society. This banquet is 
for all women — grandmothers, grand-
daughters, sisters, and friends. After 
a two-year hiatus due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Women’s Society was 
overjoyed to offer this event again on 
Sunday, May 1. 

Kathleen Carr, president of the 
Women’s Society, has been organizing 
the Mother-Daughter Banquet for the 
past 12 years, but the event goes back 
much further. Delores Devine remem-
bers attending the Mother-Daughter 

Banquet with her mother many years 
ago. 

“I love seeing all the women get 
together with their daughters, grand-
daughters, sisters, and friends,” 
Kathleen says. “We are celebrating 
all women.”

While recognizing that everyone 
gets pretty busy this time of year, 
Kathleen sees the Mother-Daughter 
Banquet as a special opportunity to 
set time aside to gather with church 
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friends and the women in our lives in order to cul-
tivate those relationships. 

“As a parish family, we need to get together 
and share time with each other,” Kathleen says. 
“You just have to take that time and put it on your 
calendar and say, ‘This is what I’m going to do for 
me and my family and friends.’”

The event began with a May Crowning, where 
one of the First Communicants was chosen to crown 
the statue of Our Lady of Grace. Then attendees 
enjoyed a sit-down, catered meal with their family 
and friends. Men from the parish volunteered to 
serve the meal and clean up afterward. This year, 
the women enjoyed a meal of baked ham with 
cream puffs for dessert prepared by Linda Hickey. 
Every year, the Women’s Society plans some en-
tertainment to accompany the meal. In the past, 
they’ve had a fashion show and a writer who shared 
some of her stories. This year, they brought in Har-
mony Quartet to perform. 

Before the Banquet, Kathleen, Mary Stout, and 
Marla Alstadt headed up the preparations, choos-
ing a caterer, planning the menu, coordinating the 
entertainment, and setting up for the event. Kath-
leen couldn’t have done it without their hardwork-
ing help, ready to pick up whatever was needed 
to make it such a success. Tickets for the Moth-
er-Daughter Banquet were made available after 
weekend Masses.

“The Women’s Society is an organization that 
brings women together to share in fellowship and 
this was a main event for us,” Kathleen says.

After a busy year of event planning and fund-
raising, the Mother-Daughter Banquet closes out 
the Women’s Society calendar until the group picks 
up again in October. Parishioners can look forward 
to garage sales, the Chili Supper, and other events 
for the parish, and the ladies in particular, in the 
coming year. 

“As a parish family, we need to get 
together and share time with each 

other. You just have to take that time 
and put it on your calendar and say, 

‘This is what I’m going to do for 
me and my family and friends.’” 

—  K AT H L E E N  C A R R
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You’ve all heard homilies about Pentecost, 
which comes on June 5 this year. Pente-

cost was the day when the Holy Spirit came 
upon the apostles while they were gathered for 
prayer in Jerusalem. 

Coming 10 days after Jesus’ Ascension 
into heaven, the descent of the Holy Spir-
it turned the apostles from a collection of 
fearful followers looking for some direction into a 
band of courageous witnesses ready to declare their 
faith in Christ to the whole world.

You’ve heard that Pentecost is the birthday of the 
Church	because	that	was	the	day	when	newly	filled	with	
the	Holy	Spirit,	St.	Peter	preached	the	first	Christian	ser-
mon, inviting his hearers to turn to Jesus as their Savior 
and their Lord. Those who accepted the invitation were 
baptized and “were added” to the Church (Acts 2:41). 
That day marked the beginning of the Church’s public 
mission, which continues to the present.

But the Holy Spirit’s actions in the Church were 
not limited to the apostles in an ancient time. He 
remains active down to the present, guiding the pope 
and the bishops as they go about their work of sanc-
tifying, teaching and ruling in the Church. The Holy 
Spirit acts in the sacraments to make them effective 
signs of grace. We see the Holy Spirit’s work in the 
witness of the saints through whom He continues the 
work of salvation.

The Spirit, moreover, acts not only in the Church 
as a corporate body, but also in the lives of individ-
ual Christians. We become temples of the Holy Spir-
it	at	our	Baptism.	Then	at	Confirmation,	which	is	our	
own personal Pentecost, we receive the seal of the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit unites us more closely to Christ, 
increases the spiritual gifts we have been given, and 
strengthens us to spread and defend the faith.

Ultimately, Pentecost is more than simply a feast 
celebrating something that happened a long time ago. 
Of course, the coming of the Spirit we read about in 
Acts 2 took place just once. But the Holy Spirit remains 

active today, guiding the Church as a whole, 
but also working in the life of each individu-
al Christian to make us holy.

Maybe you don’t feel as if the Holy Spirit 
is working in your life. Well, God the Father 
gave us free will, so we can choose whether 
or not we’ll obey Him. And God the Holy Spir-
it, being united in the one Godhead with the 

Father and the Son, honors that freedom. He’ll never 
force us to turn away from sin or compel us to obey 
God’s commandments. The Spirit offers us grace. He 
will beckon us toward heaven, and occasionally we may 
feel Him nudging us along, but we always have the free-
dom to choose God or to reject Him.

Perhaps you’ve made a commitment to worship at 
Mass at least weekly and spend some time each day in 
prayer. Maybe you have promised to use some of your 
talents in parish ministries and service to the commu-
nity. You may even have turned in a card at our last 
renewal to indicate your pledge of a portion of your 
treasure to be used in God’s service.

I hope you’ve done all of these. If so, both the Holy 
Spirit’s grace and your response were involved in your 
decision. And the Holy Spirit will give you the strength 
to	fulfill	your	commitments.	

This Pentecost, make the Gradual verse we’ll sing 
just before the Gospel your personal prayer:

Alleluia. Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of 
your faithful; and kindle in them the fire of your 
love. Alleluia. 

If	you	do,	you’ll	find	the	Holy	Spirit	working	even	more	
strongly in your life. You’ll be happier, and the world, at 
least your little corner of it, will be a better place.

In Christ,

Fr. Butler, Pastor

Embrace the Holy Spirit
A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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FIRST COMMUNION:  Children and Parish Share in Joyous Celebration
We congratulate our young parishioners on receiving their First Communion. 

Our parish was blessed to share in this joyous celebration with you!
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Keeping Our Stewardship 
Commitments in the Summertime

The kids are out of school and our fast-paced lives 
centered on school and youth sports activities have 

slowed down. Our own internal clocks are now on sum-
mer time. We’re ready for a break from our hectic lives.

And while we take vacations and enjoy the lei-
surely pace of the season, we need to remember that 
summer is not the time to take a vacation from God. 
In fact, summer can serve as the perfect opportunity 
to grow in our relationship with God, especially since 
most of us have considerably more free time.

So, instead of neglecting our faith, try these sim-
ple steps to embrace God during the quieter sum-
mer months and during your vacation.

Get More Active in a Parish Ministry
The summer is a perfect time to get more involved 

in ministries. Because we no longer have to get the kids 
to and from school, or get them to sporting events or 
other activities that normally occur during the school 
year, our schedules are a bit less cluttered. Summer 
is	 indeed	a	perfect	time	to	fill	 some	downtime	with	
service to God through ministry and giving of your tal-
ents.	Take	a	look	through	the	parish	ministries	to	find	
something that suits your particular interest or talent. 

Vacation Bible School, for Kids and Adults
Vacation Bible School is a great way for younger 

children to learn about God through songs, activities 
and	fellowship.	The	fun-filled	lessons	build	upon	Gos-
pel teachings while keeping kids’ attention. For older 
children, it is a great opportunity to offer service by 
being a team leader or assistant. Adults can also help 
plan, decorate, organize and teach during the week. 
It’s a wonderful activity for the entire family! 

Give Thanks for the Sun
Praise God for the sun, time off from school and 

easygoing days by visiting Jesus in adoration to say a 
quick prayer. Bring a journal or rosary along to help 

stay focused. Little children can even bring a religious 
coloring book to give thanks to God on their terms. Or, 
before heading to the pool, why not attend daily Mass 
with the kids? It’s a perfect way to start the day and 
set the tone that — vacation or not — God is still an 
important part of your family life.

Don’t Take a Vacation from Mass
Often while on a vacation away from our parish fam-

ily, we are not familiar with where to attend Mass. Don’t 
let that be an obstacle for you. Check out masstimes.org 
in	order	to	find	out	where	and	when	to	go	to	Mass.	In	
addition, if you are lodging at a hotel, the concierge will 
assist you with directions to the nearest Catholic Church.

Summertime Stewardship of Treasure
The prime reason for keeping up our pledge all sum-

mer is that God doesn’t go on vacation. He continues to 
sustain us throughout the summer months. He persists 
in pouring out blessings on us, even during the hottest 
weather. He keeps on meeting us in His sacramental 
presence when we go to Mass wherever we travel. As 
God remains faithful to us during the summer, we are 
called to be faithful in our commitments to Him and our 
parish family, even during our vacation time. 

So, enjoy the warmer temperatures and the re-
laxed atmosphere. Just don’t forget Who provides the 
sun and the sand! And most importantly, remember to 
take God with you wherever you go on vacation!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR THESE 
SUMMER EVENTS:

Cemetery Sunday — June 5 at 12:15 p.m.
Corpus Christi Procession — Saturday June 18 at 6:00 p.m.

Totus Tuus for Grades 1-12 — June 19-24

http://masstimes.org
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There’s a real beauty to being raised in the 
Catholic Church and practicing the faith from 

childhood to adulthood. But there’s also a beauty 
in finding the Catholic faith as an adult and going 
through the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
process, or RCIA. Danielle Hailey found the faith 
and went through the RCIA process, having been 
raised with no faith background. She received the 
three Sacraments of Initiation at Easter Vigil — 
Baptism, First Eucharist, and Confirmation. She had 
been waiting a long time for this special day. 

“The best part of the Vigil for me was taking 
the Eucharist,” Danielle says. “I had waited so long 
to be united with Christ.” 

Being in front of all the Mass attendees at the 
Easter Vigil would likely be intimidating for any of 
us. But Danielle found it to be a very beautiful time. 

“I thought I would be nervous standing in front 
of the parish, but everything became still, almost 
quiet, especially in front of the baptismal font,” 
Danielle says. “The experience was more intimate 
than I thought it would be.”

Danielle had some challenging times as a child 
and youth. She was not introduced to any faith 
tradition. Her only experience with the Lord was 
a nightly children’s prayer her mother taught her. 
In 2017, Danielle decided she wanted to know 
more about Jesus, so she started her journey in a 
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New Catholic Danielle Hailey Reflects on 
Her RCIA Journey and Road to Our Faith 

“It Brought Me to the Truth”

Danielle Hailey received the three Sacraments of  Initiation at Easter 
Vigil — Baptism, First Eucharist and Confirmation. She had been 

waiting a long time for this special day. 
continued on back cover

“RCIA helped to connect all the dots for me. It allowed 
me to ask questions and brought me to the truth.” 

— DANIELLE HAILEY



320 S. Depot Street
PO Box 276
Somonauk, IL 60552
Phone: 815-498-2010
www.stjbsom.org

Mass Times
Saturdays — 5 p.m.
Sundays — 8 and 11 a.m.
Weekdays — Mon-Fri 8 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri — 6-7 p.m.
Saturdays — 4 p.m. or by 
appointment

Adoration
Mon-Fri — 6-7 p.m.

St. John the Baptist

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PAID
Somonauk, IL 

60552
Permit No. 25

New Catholic Danielle Hailey  continued from page 7

MAY/JUNE 2022

Protestant church but continually 
left with questions. 

“I had many questions, and 
most times, the people around 
me did not have the answers,” 
Danielle says. “There were huge 
holes.”

In 2019, Danielle started look-
ing more into the Catholic Church. 
She met with Fr. Kevin Butler 
on Feb. 2, 2020, and began RCIA 
shortly after. She retook the class 
since she wasn’t able to finish be-
fore Easter. Through RCIA, Danielle 
found answers to her questions. 

“RCIA helped to connect all the 
dots for me,” she says. “It allowed 
me to ask questions and brought 
me to the truth.” 

Danielle believes it was the 
Lord’s timing that she retook the 

RCIA classes because she met so 
many great people, including her 
sponsor, Delores Devine. Delores 
had brought someone to RCIA and 
was introduced to Danielle. Then, 
Delores invited Danielle to her 
home. 

“We became like family almost 
instantly,” Danielle says. “I asked 
her if she would be my sponsor a 
few weeks later.” 

Through all of the challenges 
of Danielle’s life, she knows the 
Lord has been working. When she 
first opened her heart to Jesus and 
started to learn more, she started 
encountering Him. He began to 
work, which led her to St. John 
the Baptist, RCIA, and full commu-
nion with the Catholic Church. We 
give her a big welcome! 

Danielle at Easter Vigil with her sponsor, 
Delores Devine. 

http://www.stjbsom.org

