
 

Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church 
1244 V Street SE, Washington, DC 20020-7016 www.stachurchdc.org 

 

Our 139th Year as an Evangelizing Parish that positively impacts its Members and the 

Community in which it lives. 
 
 

 
Phase I of the District of Columbia began the reopening of businesses and churches in 
compliance with Orders issued by the District of Columbia.  The Archbishop of Washington 
published guidelines for the phased reopening of parishes. STA will continue abstinence 
from public Masses until such time as it is safe for our Parish community.  Livestream Mass 
will continue each Sunday at 9:30am from our Parish website at www.stachurchdc.org 
 

Reconciliation: Monsignor East is available for drive-by confessions. Please 
contact the PLC to schedule a time 

Office Hours:    Monday – Thursday, 10:00am – 3:00pm and Friday, 10am – 1pm 

Contact Us:    202-678-3709; Fax:  202-678-3325, Website:  stachurchdc.org 
Mailing Address:   St. Teresa of Avila Parish Life Center 

1401 V Street SE, Washington, DC 20020-4809 
 

Pastor – Msgr. Raymond G. East Easter090@gmail.com; Mobile 202-355-8888 
Deacon – Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr.  whawk39564@aol.com  
Director of Worship & Arts – Shirli Hughes shirli.stamusic@gmail.com 
Spiritual Direction – Sister Anne Marie Schreiner, DC (205) 919-0010 or srannema@stv.org 
Parish Manager – Linda Clay Roberson lindaroberson.stachurch@gmail.com 
Parish Receptionist – Pamelia Council pcouncil2009@gmail.com  
Parish Bookkeeper – Sister Pauline Oduekila  paulineoduekila@yahoo.fr    

Feast of Corpus Christi Sunday 
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 

June 14, 2020 
 

http://www.stachurchdc.org/
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
mailto:Easter090@gmail.com
mailto:whawk39564@aol.com
mailto:shirli.stamusic@gmail.com
mailto:lindaroberson.stachurch@gmail.com
mailto:pcouncil2009@gmail.com
mailto:paulineoduekila@yahoo.fr
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Join our Livestream Mass on the STA Facebook page and St. Teresa of Avila 

YouTube channel every Sunday at 9:30am.  Visit www.stachurchdc.org for links.  

We encourage you to get online 10 minutes early for virtual fellowship, praise, and 

worship time.  Visit the Archdiocese website for additional recorded and live-

streamed Masses at https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Twinning with our sister parish, St. Antoine, Vieux Bourg & with the 

Diocese of Jeremie in Haiti, West Indies 
 

 
 

 

  

http://www.stachurchdc.org/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
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Please Pray for Our Sick, Our Shut-In, and all who are suffering from the 

scares of this Pandemic. And Jesus says, let me fill you with My Love, “I pray that 

out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 

inner being”.  – Ephesians 3:16:   

 

Judy Ashburn, Darren Barnes, Bernard Brown, Katie Butler, Audrey Caldwell, Nadine and 

Earl Day, Helen Despertt, Clark James Durand, Sylvester Enlow (father of Denise Yorkshire) 

Ricardo Featherstone, Corey Fowler-Cooke, Patricia Franklin, William Gorham, Mary 

Greenfield, Renee Gross, Ethel Hale, Audrey Hawkins, Antonio “Big Tony” Haggins, Barbara 

Hill, Patricia Pickens-James, Gwendolyn Jeffries (mother of Monica Barnes), Reginald 

Johnson, Sheila Kennedy, Ralph McCloud, Ronald McCants, Paul McCloud (Ralph 

McCloud’s brother), Channing McKinney, Veronica McKinney, Inez Matthews, Dorothy 

Morgan, Mother Kamana Asteria Mukangango (mother of Dr. Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister 

Marie Bernade(tte’s sister), Bonita Robinson, Michelle Whatley-Seabrooks, Mary Smith and 

her sister Betty Cook, Willa Spruill, Darian Taylor, Yolanda Thomas, Vermel Thompson-

Chichester, Bernadette Trowell, Paulette Vernon, Sharree Walls and Denise Washington, 

Denise and Tony Yorkshire at the death of Denise’s sister. 
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HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

 

IN MEMORIAM   

Please keep the families of our beloved 

parishioners who have gone home this 

month lifted in prayer. 

Dina Dent 
 (Sister of Denise Yorkshire and Sister-in-Law of 

Tony Yorkshire) 

James Howard 
 (Father of Michael Howard) 

Viola Washington 
 

He has made his way to this Highway to 

Heaven.  We will miss him dearly, but we 

know that He is going before us, and we 

will see him someday soon. 

 

Jesus Awaits Us in the 
Eucharist 

 
Selection from Homilies by Pope Benedict XVI 

 
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, 
many of us have had to go weeks or 
months without receiving the Eucharist. 
This has been very difficult for all of us, but 
it has also helped us to grow more in 
appreciation for this life-giving sacrament. 
These homilies by Pope Benedict XVI can 
help us reflect on the amazing gift of Jesus 
in the Eucharist. 
 
Do We Desire to Receive Jesus? 
 
“I have earnestly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer” (Luke 
22:15). With these words, Jesus began the 
celebration of his final meal and the 
institution of the Holy Eucharist. Jesus 
approached that hour with eager desire. In 
his heart he awaited the moment when he 
would give himself to his own under the 
appearance of bread and wine. He awaited 
that moment, which would in some sense 
be the true messianic wedding feast: when 
he would transform the gifts of this world 
and become one with his own, so as to 
transform them and thus inaugurate the 
transformation of the world. In this eager 
desire of Jesus, we can recognize the 
desire of God himself—his expectant love 
for mankind, for his creation. A love that 
awaits the moment of union, a love that 
wants to draw mankind to itself and thereby 
fulfill the desire of all creation, for creation 
eagerly awaits the revelation of the children 
of God (cf. Romans 8:19). Jesus desires 
us, he awaits us. 
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But what about ourselves? Do we really 
desire him? Are we anxious to meet him? 
Do we desire to encounter him, to become 
one with him, to receive the gifts he offers 
us in the Holy Eucharist? Or are we 
indifferent, distracted, busy with other 
things? From Jesus’ banquet parables, we 
realize that he knows all about empty 
places at table, invitations refused, lack of 
interest in him and his closeness.  
 
For us, the empty places at the table of the 
Lord’s wedding feast, whether excusable 
or not, are no longer a parable but a reality 
in those very countries to which he had 
revealed his closeness in a special way. 
Jesus also knew about guests who come 
to the banquet without being robed in the 
wedding garment—they come not to 
rejoice in his presence but merely out of 
habit, since their hearts are elsewhere. 
 
In one of his homilies, St. Gregory the 
Great asks: Who are these people who 
enter without the wedding garment? What 
is this garment and how does one acquire 
it? He replies that those who are invited 
and enter do in some way have faith. It is 
faith that opens the door to them. But they 
lack the wedding garment of love.  
 
Those who do not live their faith as love are 
not ready for the banquet and are cast out. 
Eucharistic communion requires faith, but 
faith requires love; otherwise, even as faith, 
it is dead. . .  
 

“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover 
with you.” Lord, you desire us, you desire me. 
You eagerly desire to share yourself with us in 
the Holy Eucharist, to be one with us. Lord, 
awaken in us the desire for you.  

Strengthen us in unity with you and with one 
another. Grant unity to your Church, so that the 
world may believe.   Amen. 
 
—Homily, Holy Thursday, St. Peter’s Basilica, April 21, 
2011 
 

How to Make a Spiritual 
Communion 

Below are recommendations for how to 
make a ‘spiritual communion’ when unable 
to participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. The recommendations can be 
adapted based upon personal and family 
needs. 

• Gather with others in your household 
and begin a time of prayer with the sign 
of the cross. 

• Take time to read and reflect upon the 
readings from Sunday Mass. You can 
find the readings in this Sunday Bulletin 
or at usccb.org and a Sunday Gospel 
reflection on our YouTube channel. In 
addition to the STA Live Stream Mass 
at 9:30 AM every Sunday, a weekly 
televised Sunday Mass is available to 
watch at adw.org/tvmass. 

• Share prayer intentions quietly or 
aloud. 

• Pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

• Pray “Prayer to the Most Holy 
Redeemer (Anima Christi)” or 
“Prayer to our Lord Jesus Christ 
Crucified” 

• Close with the sign of the cross. 

http://www.usccb.org/
http://www.youtube.com/washarchdiocese
https://adw.org/parishes-masses/sunday-tv-mass/
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While we cannot personally wish you a 

“Happy Birthday”, we wanted you to know 

that we did not forget!  Below is the list of 

birthdays for the week of June 14 – 20th.  

We thank God for the life that he has given 

us in you!  

(6/16) Paulette Stewart 
(6/18) Harlem Williams 

(6/20) Jordan Clarke, Mutima N. Johnson 

 

 

Phone-a-Prayer 
Sister Anne Marie will be available each 
day from 10:00am - 4:00pm for anyone 
wanting intercessory prayer. Please 
telephone 205-919-0010 and leave a 
voicemail if there is no answer, and your 
call will be returned.  This request could be 
for yourself or someone else. 
 
Wisdom Wednesdays at 11:00am 
Join us every week as Shirli Hughes, STA 
Director of Worship and Arts guides us 
through the origin of another beloved 
hymn, praise and worship chorus, or 
Gospel song, followed by time for 
discussion and prayer.  Check the 
Calendar of Events on the website for dial 
in information. 
 
Stay Connected 
As we begin different phases of re-opening 
our cities, we must take care of our mental 
health.  Take time for yourself and visit the 
Visit the Health Awareness page on the 
STA website at www.stachurchdc.org 
under the Ministries Tab for some articles 
on mental and behavioral health. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Prayer to the Most Holy 
Redeemer 

(Anima Christi) 
 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 
Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, embolden me. 
Water from the side of Christ, wash 

me. 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 

O good Jesus, hear me. 
Within thy wounds hide me. 

Never permit me to be parted from 
you. 

From the evil Enemy defend me. 
In the hour of my death call me. 

and bid me come to thee, 
that with your saints I may praise thee 

for age upon age.  Amen. 
 

http://www.stachurchdc.org/


 - 7 -   

 

 

Results from the “Return to Mass Survey” 
were emailed out this week.  You may also 
review them on the STA website under the 
Parish & Community News section as 
well as review the ADW Return to Mass 
guidelines located on the homepage of 
the STA website.  As we move forward with 
re-opening plans, we welcome all feedback 
on how we can do so safely.  Details on 
when and how physically attended Masses 
will resume will be communicated to 
parishioners at least 2-3 weeks prior to the 
start of re-opening.  Any questions or 
concerns, please contact the PLC. 
 

 

ATTENTION!!! STA high school and 

college students!!! The Sodality 2020 

Scholarship Application is available on the 

website—www.stachurchdc.org.  

Submission deadline date is August 30, 

2020.  The committee contact information 

is listed on the application. 

 
FINAL Call for All STA Graduates 
We want to celebrate the Class of 2020 
with a special tribute this year.  Graduates 
(Pre-K though Advanced Degrees) of 
the Class of 2020 please send us your 
photo with your name, school, graduation 
date and future plans so your STA family 
can celebrate in your accomplishments. 
Send photos to: 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 
 
The Word Among Us 
Copies of the Word Among Us will be 
available for pick up on Friday, June 19th 
from 10am -2pm at the Parish Life 
Center. 

 
Father’s Day Tribute 
We will celebrate 
Father’s Day On 
Sunday, June 21, 
2020 at the 9:30am 
Live Stream Mass 
with a tribute to the 

men in our Parish Family lives: fathers, 
grandfathers, godfathers, uncles, 
husbands, brothers and all men who have 
been instrumental in our lives.   
 
Please send your pictures to 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com   
by the deadline of Wednesday, June 17, 
2020.  

 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.org
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES REMOTE 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
The COVID-19 health crisis has impacted 
every part of our lives and many 
businesses are still shut down. Catholic 
Charities continues to provide essential 
services; our food, shelter and medical 
care programs are continuing. We still 
need YOU, your time, and talents!  While 
most in-person volunteer opportunities 
continue to be suspended, there are still 
remote-based ways to get involved and 
assist Catholic Charities during this crisis.   
 
Sew Face Coverings for the community 
and keep the staff and clients safe, by 
following guidelines from the CDC and 
local public health officials.  
 
For patterns and instructions, please 
click the link below: 
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunt
eers-needed-to-sew-cloth-face-coverings/ 
 
For additional volunteer opportunities 
and information go to: 
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-
19-volunteer-opportunities/ 
 
 

 

Thank You for your Generosity 
You can contribute your tithes and love 

offerings three ways: 

• eGiving: Text staChurch to 
77977, click the link and follow 
the prompts 

• www.stachurchdc.org and click 
on “Tithes and Love Offerings”  

• The PLC secure mailbox - 1401 V 
Street, SE, Washington DC 
20020. 

https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteers-needed-to-sew-cloth-face-coverings/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/volunteers-needed-to-sew-cloth-face-coverings/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities/
http://www.stachurchdc.org/


  



 

 
Making A Sacrifice of Ourselves 

 

The outpouring of Christ’s blood is the source of the Church’s life. St. John, as we 

know, sees in the water and blood that flowed from our Lord’s body the wellspring 

of that divine life that is bestowed by the Holy Spirit and communicated to us in the 

sacraments (John 19:34; cf. 1 John 1:7; 5:6-7). The Letter to the Hebrews draws 

out, we might say, the liturgical implications of this mystery. Jesus, by his suffering 

and death, his self-oblation in the eternal Spirit, has become our high priest and 

“the mediator of a new covenant” (Hebrews 9:15). These words echo our Lord’s 

own words at the Last Supper, when he instituted the Eucharist as the sacrament 

of his body, given up for us, and his blood, the blood of the new and everlasting 

covenant shed for the forgiveness of sins (cf. Mark 14:24; Matthew 26:28; Luke 

22:20). Faithful to Christ’s command to “do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 

22:19), the Church in every time and place celebrates the Eucharist until the Lord 

returns in glory, rejoicing in his sacramental presence and drawing upon the power 

of his saving sacrifice for the redemption of the world. The reality of the Eucharistic 

sacrifice has always been at the heart of Catholic faith. . . . 

The Eucharistic sacrifice of the Body and Blood of Christ embraces, in turn, the 

mystery of our Lord’s continuing passion in the members of his mystical body, the 

Church, in every age. The crucifix serves as a reminder that Christ, our eternal 

high priest, daily unites our own sacrifices, our own sufferings, our own needs, 

hopes, and aspirations to the infinite merits of his sacrifice. Through him, with him, 

and in him, we lift up our own bodies as a sacrifice “holy and acceptable to God” 

(Romans 12:1).  In this sense we are caught up in his eternal oblation, completing, 

as St. Paul says, “in our flesh what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of 

his body, . . . the Church” (Colossians 1:24). In the life of the Church, in her trials 

and tribulations, Christ continues, in the stark phrase of Pascal, “to be in agony 

until the end of the world” (Pensées, éd. Léon Brunschvicg [Paris: Hachette, 1905], 

553). —Homily, City of Westminster, September 18, 2010 


