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Reflection on Gospel 
Sunday Meditation 

By Donna Grimes 
“...afterwards he changed his mind and went.” - Mt 21:28-32 

 

Growing up I heard,” It’s a woman’s prerogative to change her mind.” Although I didn’t 

truly know the meaning, it signified something that uniquely belonged to women. This wasn’t 

a fault or weakness, but a mark of distinction and a bit of freedom. 

Although the statement has faded out of fashion, I still feel empowerment, not shame when 

invoking this privilege. A little satisfaction in personal matters and boundary setting doesn’t 

hold up in my relationship with God because I have played both brothers at different times. 

So, I no longer make New Year’s resolutions and I am careful about making promises. Now, 

I strive to follow through or decline without delay as a matter of integrity.  

We understand that the good disciple is the one who changed his or her will to submit to 

God’s will. When I heard this gospel, I usually focused on the two brothers. This is probably 

because I have two sons who lately resemble the brother who said yes but didn’t follow 

through.  I now see that this parable is more about will and submission.  

As I prepare this meditation, we are in the midst of a culture war over wearing masks to 
protect one another from the deadly COVID-19 virus. It’s baffling how this issue became 
volatile and politically polarizing. Wearing a mask in public is inconvenient and can be 
uncomfortable but comparing the mandate to American slavery is beyond my 
comprehension.  What it does reveal is that many Americans value personal freedom over 
concern for the community, advice of medical experts, and common sense. Such irrational 
thinking epitomizes what we confront in the world on issues of faith. 
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Fraternal love, sacrifice and holiness are ridiculous to the world. Media often denigrates the 

choice to live a faith-directed life. This generation has only known a world where the right to 

choose to end a pregnancy surpasses the right to allow that life to continue. I can no longer 

watch the circus and eat the popcorn. Sometimes I feel we are living in the twilight zone, 

fighting for sanity and stability that the world cannot supply. So why refuse God whose plan 

is always perfect, merciful, and just?  

It is best to respond to God affirmatively in word and action. Greet that stranger. Make the 

phone call to check-in. Donate. Read and study the Bible.  Pray, Fast. Hug longer and 

tighter. withhold criticism. Advocate for truth and justice even when you will be criticized. 

Make a habit of saying yes to God. Then, see what God will do. God never fails! 
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As we move forward in gathering to celebrate the Eucharist in person, we look forward to 

doing so safely and joyfully.  We will adhere to the rules and guidelines from both the 

District of Columbia and the Archdiocese of Washington.  Please click here to review the 

guidelines below for in-person Mass as we begin to phase in one Mass per week at our 

parish.   

Each week, you will have to register if you plan to attend in-person mass. You must have 

a confirmed reservation to attend Mass, this includes anyone who may be serving in any 

capacity. Space is limited and registration is mandatory.  Reservations must be made by 

Fridays at 12:00 p.m.  

Reminder: Parishioners who are particularly vulnerable (e.g., over the age of 60, those 

with serious underlying health conditions: high blood pressure, diabetes, obesity, asthma, 

and those whose immune system is compromised, heart or lung conditions, or who are 

immune-compromised), and those who are ill or suspect they may be ill, should remain at 

home.  Livestreaming of our Sunday Mass on our STA YouTube and Facebook Live 

channels will continue each Sunday, with Mass at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

We will continue the Livestream Mass on the STA Facebook page and St. Teresa of Avila 

YouTube channel every Sunday at 9:30am.  Visit www.stachurchdc.org for links.  We 

encourage you to get online 10 minutes early for virtual fellowship, praise, and worship time.  

Visit the Archdiocese website for additional recorded and live-streamed Masses at 

https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/ 

 

https://stachurchdc.org/documents/2020/9/Guide%20for%20Participation%20in%20Public%20Celebration%20of%20Mass%20at%20STA_9.8.20.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
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Twinning with our sister parish, St. Antoine, Vieux Bourg & with the Diocese 
of Jeremie in Haiti, West Indies 
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Please Pray for Our Sick, Our Shut-In, and all who are suffering from the 

scares of this Pandemic. And Jesus says, let me fill you with My Love, “I pray that 

out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 

inner being”.  – Ephesians 3:16   

Richie Allison (son of Sandi Allison-Harris), Katie Butler, Betty Cook (aunt of Wanda 

Smith), Nadine and Earl Day, Helen Despertt, Clark James Durand, Sylvester Enlow 

(father of Denise Yorkshire), Ricardo Featherstone, Corey Fowler-Cooke, Kurt Gillis 

(uncle of Fred and Betty Robinson), Patricia Franklin, Valerie Gillis (sister in-law of Fred 

and Betty Robinson), William Gorham, Mary Greenfield, Grimes and Tolliver families, 

Renee Gross, Antonio “Big Tony” Haggins, Ethel Hale, Audrey Hawkins, Barbara and 

Kevin Hill, Patricia Pickens-James, Reginald Johnson, Sheila Kennedy, Ronald 

McCants, Paul McCloud (Ralph McCloud’s brother), Channing McKinney, Veronica 

McKinney, Inez Matthews, Dorothy Morgan, Mother Kamana Asteria Mukangango 

(mother of Fr. Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s sister), Joe Robinson 

(uncle of Lethia & John Kelly), Jocelyn Reyes, Bonita Robinson, Barbara Savoy (mother 

of Liz Hall), Lee Scott (husband of Joanne Scott),  Michelle Whatley-Seabrooks, Willa 

Spruill, Wanda Smith and the entire Smith Family, Frieda Stanley, Darian Taylor, Dorothy 

Taylor (cousin of Pauline Barnes), Yolanda Thomas, Bernadette Trowell, Paulette 

Vernon, Sharree Walls, Denise Washington, and Gloria Whitfield (mother of Ahsaki 

Daley). 

How can we pray for you and your family? You can send your request directly to 

stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact the PLC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE 
PRAY AND WORK TO END 

THE SIN OF RACISM  
(CCC 1935) 

 
OUR FAMILY PRAYER FOR JUSTICE 

AND HUMAN DIGNITY 
 
Loving and faithful God, we come to you, 
Father, to ask that through your Son, Jesus 
and in communion with the Holy Spirit, you 
help us in the battle against America’s 
“original sin” of racism that divides us from 
being the Body of Christ that we are called 
to be as your children. We implore you to 
give us your wisdom, so that we may build 
a community founded on the Gospel 
message of the life and dignity of all people 
from the womb to the tomb, and to live in 
communion like the divine communion of 
the Holy Trinity. 
 
Bless parents that they may form their 
children in faith, to love one another 
regardless of skin color, ethnicity, and 
national origin, just as Jesus loves us. 

Bless and protect all of us as we live out our 
faith in being “instruments of your peace” as 
St. Francis said. Fill us with a thirst for 
justice and righteousness. Hear our prayer 
and give us the courage, compassion, and 
perseverance to root out any form of 
injustice within our communities and to 
bring the healing love of Christ to all in 
need. Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of our 
Church, hasten to help us and intercede on 
our behalf, so that our Archdiocese can 
continue to witness to the Gospel message 
of life and dignity of all people. Amen.  
 

Written by  
The Most Reverend Wilton D. Gregory  

The Most Reverend Mario E. 
Dorsonville  

The Most Reverend Roy E. Campbell, 
Jr.  

The Most Reverend Michael W. Fisher 
 



 

 

While we cannot personally wish you a 

“Happy Birthday”, we wanted you to know 

that we did not forget!  Below is the list of 

birthdays for the first week in October.  

If we have not listed your birthday, we 

don’t have it!  PLEASE CONTACT THE 

PLC IMMEDIATELY!   

(10/1) Jordan Owens, Manoel Von Glehn 
(10/4) Denise Arrington 
(10/6) Charlene Howard 
(10/7) Paulette Vernon 

(10/9) Crystal Crittenden, Ella Hughes
 (10/10) Marguerite Wade 

 
 

We thank God for the life he has given us 
in you! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Stay Connected 
September is National Suicide Prevention 
Month. Take time for yourself and visit the 
Health Awareness page on the STA 
website at www.stachurchdc.org  
under the Ministries Tab for some articles 

on mental and behavioral health.  

 
 

 
Word Among Us Notice 
You can get The Word Among Us by 
subscription.  Subscribe online by 
downloading Word Among Us in the app 
store, purchase online at 
https://wau.org/subscribe/, or by phone at 
1-800-775-WORD(9673).  
 

 

 

 

 

The Sodality invites you to join them in 

reciting the Rosary each Sunday at 10:45 

am via free conference. The dial in 

number is 1-602-580-9273.  The access 

code is 5360845.   Please remember, 

when you call-in prior to 10:45 am, and 

after announcing your name, please mute 

your phone.  

 
 
 
 
 
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH FLOCK NOTE 
Missing important STA communications?  
Stay connected with the parish by signing 
up to receive email and text messages 
through our Flock Note communications 
tool. Sign up at www.stachurchdc.org.  

 
 

https://www.nabfeme.org/suicide-prevention/
https://www.nabfeme.org/suicide-prevention/
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
https://wau.org/subscribe/
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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Young-Onset Alzheimer’s Disease and 
other Dementias SUPPORT GROUP 
ON THE 1st and 3rd Wednesday of 
each month from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
By phone and email during the COVID-19 
emergency Jihan Starr: 443-717-2289  
jstarr12@jhmi.edu OR Rita Anaka at 
ranaka1@jhmi.edu. 

 

 
COVID-19 Financial Relief 
As a result of the CARES Act, consumers 
started to see some financial relief through 

Economic Impact Payments (EIP) issued 
by the Internal Revenue Service (IRS).  
 
The IRS began distributing EIPs to eligible 
individuals that file income taxes in April 
2020.  An estimated 12 million individuals 
who do not normally file income taxes are 
still eligible to receive payments.  Eligible 
filers only have until October 15, 
2020 to submit their information to the 

IRS through the non-filers portal to get 

their EIP. The Federal Government would 
like this information to go to as many 
people as possible. 
 
 
 
 

 
SEPTEMBER PARISH CHALLENGE – 

“Whose Baby is That?” 
 
Many of us look the same but some have 
changed.  Let’s see if we can guess whose 
baby picture it is.   
 
 
 

Send us a photo of you as a baby, with a 
few details on how old you were and where 
the photo was taken along with a current 
photo of yourself.  This month we will 
share these photos showcasing our 
parish family when they were babies. 
Send photos to: 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com. 

 
 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN 
SUBMISSON 

 
WEDNESDAY, 5:00PM 

Submit to 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jstarr12@jhmi.edu
mailto:ranaka1@jhmi.edu
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.consumerfinance.gov_about-2Dus_blog_guide-2Dcovid-2D19-2Deconomic-2Dstimulus-2Dchecks_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DL93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0%26r%3D-JuimFQsXIvBbsPGZz8W0-s2fPNAB3gyM3e5FA7wX8E%26m%3DO6tXkKNzLwZ_-bHqF5FHusQbsLelokTptCJv5vsOZX0%26s%3D7YhQd-rCa713Fz0j5z_OV17dxSvw10ysaT0IyTCnILA%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cba8b15b39ec641d8d09508d84b84ae50%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637342380509197074&sdata=3PiXY54T8jJoksMhdDXaVulSiLmjcDU7KCRF1%2FcFPoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.irs.gov_coronavirus_non-2Dfilers-2Denter-2Dpayment-2Dinfo-2Dhere%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DL93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0%26r%3D-JuimFQsXIvBbsPGZz8W0-s2fPNAB3gyM3e5FA7wX8E%26m%3DO6tXkKNzLwZ_-bHqF5FHusQbsLelokTptCJv5vsOZX0%26s%3DX8VEp93UdOvT4kF72K3_wydhG1PEtrALiTmoTyo-HMU%26e%3D&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cba8b15b39ec641d8d09508d84b84ae50%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637342380509197074&sdata=zM3UWxqZh3UTv1x%2Fd1djjHX526YhTszRYGXzB1ps%2Bgk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com


 

 - 10 -   

 

 
 

 
Eat the Scroll Ministry Presents 

“Control What You Can 

Control” 
Two Respected Presenters in Money and 

Health Issues 
 

 

 
 

FINAL SESSION IN THE SERIES! 
 

Evangelist Michael P. Howard, M.A., 
Moderator 

Tuesday – Sept. 29, 2020 
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 
Zoom Meeting Address: Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88554683086?pwd
=UTdjOGlGaU5vZWh2MWdwbkorSnp0UT09  
 
Meeting ID: 885 5468 3086 
Passcode: 132548 
 
Join us for the final of the 4-part series for a 
lively discussion about good health practices 
and wisdom in managing finances with an 
emphasis on “Control What You Can 
Control.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your generosity is gratefully appreciated.  
You can’t beat God’s giving no matter how 
hard you try, and we appreciate all your 
efforts during this most difficult time. 
 

There are three methods to give tithes 
and love offerings: 
 

• eGiving: From your cell phone, 
Text staChurch to 77977, click the 
link and follow the instructions and 
choose your gift amount and 
frequency.  

• Visit the Parish website at 
www.stachurchdc.org, click on 
“Tithes and Love Offerings” and 
follow the instructions for online 
giving. 

• Want to send a check?  Drop off 
is in at the PLC in the secure 
lockbox at 1401 V Street, SE, 
Washington, DC 20020. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88554683086?pwd=UTdjOGlGaU5vZWh2MWdwbkorSnp0UT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88554683086?pwd=UTdjOGlGaU5vZWh2MWdwbkorSnp0UT09
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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31st EAST OF THE RIVER REVIVAL ON 

MONDAY OCTOBER 5TH, 2020 

 
The East of the River Fall Revival will be 
celebrating its “31st Revival” at St. Luke 
Catholic Church at 7pm on Monday, 
October 5th, 2020. This is a virtual event 
only. The revivalist will be Rev. Cornelius 
K. Ejiogu, S.S.J. To join the revival live 
stream please go to Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/stluke.stlukesedc   
 
Or Dial 425-436-6339 
Access code 269615. The East of the 
River Revival will be available on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxIUpGPb4HG
GIYm9NWkBN7g/videos?view_as=subscriber. 

 
 
Please support the Revival by sending a 
donation to ERRC/St. Luke Catholic 
Church, 4925 East Capitol St. S.E. D.C. 
20019 or electronically via St. Luke  
 
WEBSITE: 
http://www.stlukechurchssj.org/ and then 
click on “Fund ERRC”. 

 

East of the River Revival 
Prayer 

 

Almighty and loving Father, we humbly pray 
that You will bless our revival with the powerful 
assistance of your Sweet Holy Spirit. Grant that 
our parish may respond to this time of grace 
and mercy through our theme “Things Change 
but God Remains the Same”. 
 

Touch the hearts of our youth with the 
gentleness of your love and send your Spirit of 
Hope into their lives so that they may believe in 
themselves and know that they are loved, 
valued, and needed. 
 
 

Help us put aside all things that crowd our lives 
so that we can schedule this day to come 
together as a praying and fasting Catholic 
community. We ask for the grace to learn to live 
the simplicity that Jesus taught in our complex 
world. 
 

Bless our revival priest, Father Cornelius 
Ejiogu, preacher, and teacher. Prepare his 
heart with the message you have for us. Fill him 
with your Sweet Holy Spirit to help us to be 
transfigured in Christ. May Mary, Our Mother, 
our model, and guide, obtain from her divine 
Son, all that we need to make this a time of 
spiritual renewal. 
 
This we ask of You, Father, Son, and Sweet 
Holy Spirit who lives and reigns forever and 
ever. Amen! 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stluke.stlukesedc
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxIUpGPb4HGGIYm9NWkBN7g/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxIUpGPb4HGGIYm9NWkBN7g/videos?view_as=subscriber
http://www.stlukechurchssj.org/
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FREE CRAFT AND SEWING SUPPLIES 
 
Are you in need of supplies as we head in 
the winter months?  Crochet and Knitting 
thread and yarn. Assorted craft supplies 
and fabric all boxed and ready for pick up!  
If you are interested, please contact 
Lethia Kelly at larsk196@msn.com.  First 
come first serve!!! 
 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; 
extend hospitality to strangers. 

_______Romans 12:13 
 
Fall Call for Volunteers: Say Yes! 
Catholic Charities is recruiting volunteers 
to take on a weekly, year-long commitment 
to service. If you are friendly, dependable, 
culturally sensitive, and able to encourage 
a person going through a big change, 
become a virtual mentor or instructor 
today. Additionally, we are seeking 
doctors, nurses, lawyers, and/or 
financial professionals to contribute 
their expertise through pro bono 
opportunities.  Want more information? 
Attend our Volunteer Open House on 
October 1 from 6:00 pm-7:00 pm. 
Register here(http://bttr.im/z03q8) 
 
Ready to commit? Complete an 
application for the role of your choice. 
Apply by October 14! To learn more 
about other COVID-19 volunteering 
opportunities, visit our COVID-19  
Volunteer Opportunities Page: 
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-
19-volunteer-opportunities 
commit? Complete an application for the 
role of your choice. Apply by October 14! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:larsk196@msn.com
http://bttr.im/z03q8
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/covid-19-volunteer-opportunities
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M.O.S.T 

MEN OF SAINT TERESA OF AVILA 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

George T. Wade Scholarship For Continuing Education 

 
PURPOSE:  To Assist and Aid in Furthering the Educational Goals of a registered 

member of Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church.  
 

WHO CAN APPLY:  Any Registered Member of STA Catholic Church Ages 19 and Older 

who is not a previous winner of the George T. Wade Scholarship. 
 

HOW TO APPLY:  Applicant Must Submit a 500 Word, Double-Spaced, Typed Essay on 

One of the Following Subjects: 

• How would this scholarship benefit you and/or your family? 

• How would your course of study benefit God’s Kingdom/Community? 

• How has your religious faith influenced your educational development? 

Also included with the essay, applicant must submit proof of acceptance at an 

accredited institute of higher learning. 

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION: (Award of scholarship will be based on :) 

• Quality (distinguishing attributes, excellence, and strength) 

• Grammatical Accuracy (conformity to rules of grammar) 

• Sincerity (honesty and earnest devotion) 

Awardees will receive up to $600.00 credit payable to the educational institution. 

Non awardees will receive a letter of acknowledgement. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Any registered member of Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church, 19 years old or older who 
is not previous awardees of the George T. Wade scholarship should submit application for 
scholarship on or before Sunday October 25, 2020 to: 
Paul M. Washington: pmwashi@hotmail.com, Tony Yorkshire: tyorkies1@verizon.net 

or Michael Howard: etsm@prodigy.net 

Or Mail to: 

STA Parish Life Center 
MOST George T. Wade Scholarship 

1401 V Street, S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20020 

 
The name of the Scholarship recipient will be announced at the 9:30 am Mass 

Good Luck! May Our Good Lord Continue to Bless You and your educational goals. 

mailto:pmwashi@hotmail.com
mailto:tyorkies1@verizon.net
mailto:etsm@prodigy.net
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