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3rd Sunday of Advent Homily  
“I HAVE JOY, UNSPEAKABLE JOY” 

 

Good Morning, St. Teresa. Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent. Christmas is almost 

here. In the world, they would say we have 11 more shopping days. Some of us have about 

finished shopping, but this year that will almost all be online. And some of us haven’t started 

yet (we know who we are). Even worldly people happily look forward to the giving and 

receiving of gifts on Christmas Day. We Christians look forward to celebrating the Gift Who 

came down from heaven, Jesus Christ. His Coming 2020 years ago, His Coming daily in 

our lives, and His Coming again at the end of time are the source of our joy, unspeakable 

joy. In fact, joy is the theme of all our readings today. 

When I think of how He brought me through, 
and how, how the Lord changed my life 

my soul, my soul is overwhelmed 
I have joy, joy, joy, unspeakable joy. 
I have joy, joy, joy, unspeakable joy! 

 

The reading from Isaiah 61 was proclaimed by Jesus in the synagogue at Nazareth. 

As Msgr. East has often said, Jesus was declaring His mission statement. “The spirit of the 

Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad 

tidings to the poor, to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and release 

to the prisoners, to announce a year of favor from the Lord and a day of vindication by our 

God.” Isaiah continued by describing the effect of Jesus’ mission on Himself: “I rejoice 

heartily in the Lord, in my God is the joy of my soul...” Jesus has joy, unspeakable joy 

because He is united with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, in Whom all happiness 

and joy reside. 
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God’s original plan for humanity was for all of us to live our lives happily in an earthly 

paradise and then be united with Him forever in heaven. Adam and Eve broke from God’s 

plan at the urging of Satan. But God still plans for as many of us who choose to follow Jesus 

to be saved. Let me repeat that. But God still plans for as many of us who choose to follow 

Jesus to be saved. Then in the kingdom of Heaven, we will have joy, unspeakable joy forever 

because we will be united with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, in Whom all 

happiness and joy reside. However, I don’t want to talk about the joy we will have someday. 

I want to talk about the joy we can have now. 

If we have been poor and Jesus has brought us the glad tidings of salvation, we can 

have His joy. If we have been brokenhearted and Jesus has healed us, we can have His 

joy. If we were prisoners and Jesus freed us, we can have His joy. This sounds kind of 

abstract so let’s bring it closer to home. Addiction to alcohol, drugs, pornography, or sex is 

a form of imprisonment. Jesus has freed some of us from addictions. Even if we have never 

been addicted, we can thank God and experience His joy. 

All of us who have loved someone have been, or will be, brokenhearted. For me, the 

death of my mother was the hardest blow I have ever received. My mother died on her 

birthday when I was out of town at a conference and my wife was also out of town on a trip. 

My wife called me to say my mother wasn’t doing well and I should come home immediately. 

She had already died but my wife didn’t want me to know until I got back. While I am not 

very intuitive, I had been having trouble sleeping without knowing why. My wife told me in 

the car just before we went into our house. I cried in the car for a long time. But Jesus healed 

my broken heart and gave me His joy. I kept reading John 14: 1-6. “You believe in God, 

believe also in me. In my Father’s house, there are many mansions. If it were not true, 

I would have told you.” I have joy, unspeakable joy. 

St. Paul wrote to tell the Thessalonians, “Brothers and sisters: Rejoice always. 

Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks, for this is the will of God for 

you in Christ Jesus.” This is our legacy as Christians: we have joy, unspeakable joy. Now 

our joy is not the joy that comes from everything going right. Christians have problems like 

everybody else. True Christianity is not based on a gospel of prosperity. Even Jesus had 

problems. If we feel rejected by our friends and family, we are just experiencing what 

happened to Jesus. One of His close friends turned Jesus over to be crucified and all His 

other friends abandoned Him. But His Father did not abandon Him, and Jesus will not 

abandon us. Just as God humbled Jesus only to exalt Him, so God will exalt us. Just as 

Jesus has joy, unspeakable joy because He did the will of God, so will we when we also do 

God’s will. 
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The Blessed Virgin Mary experienced the fullness of 

God’s joy when she said yes. In Luke’s Gospel for the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception this past week, 

she tells the Angel Gabriel: “Behold, I am the handmaid 

of the Lord. May it be done to me according to your word.” 

At the end of last Church year, we heard Matthew’s 

Gospel about the talents. Jesus told the parable of the 

servants who were faithful in small matters whose master 

said, “... I will give you great responsibilities. Come 

share your master’s joy.”  John the Baptizer shared his 

master’s joy. In today’s Gospel according to St. John the 

Apostle, we see the Baptizer playing the role in salvation 

history God intended him to play. “I am the voice of one 

crying out in the desert, ‘make straight the way of the 

Lord’.” John had joy, unspeakable joy from the time he 

was filled with the Holy Spirit in his mother’s womb. 

If we are to have joy, unspeakable joy, it must come from Jesus, our Master. He 

gives His joy to those who are faithful in small matters. That is, those who put the talents 

they have received from Him at His disposal. Then their talents can grow to help Jesus 

“bring glad tidings to the poor... heal the brokenhearted... proclaim liberty to the 

captives and release to the prisoners...” Anyone who lacks knowledge of God and His 

Son, Jesus, is poor and needs to hear the glad tidings. Anyone who is brokenhearted needs 

to be healed as well as anyone who is sick in body, mind, or spirit. 

Church, addicts may be held captive, but we are all prisoners of sin. Sin destroyed 

the perfect world created for us and sin destroys us. Jesus came to release us from our sins 

through His sacraments. We are in the world but not of the world so we can help Jesus save 

the world from itself. Let me repeat that. We are in the world but not of the world so we can 

help Jesus save the world from itself. When we play the role in salvation history Jesus 

intends for us to play, He will tell us: “Come, share your master’s joy”. 

Now, it is not the case that everybody who knows about Jesus is a Christian. It is 

even true that not everybody who talks about Jesus is a Christian. What is even more true 

is that not everybody who talks about being a Christian is really a Christian. As they say on 

the corner, “they talk the talk, but don’t walk the walk.” One of our hymns says, “They 

will know we are Christians by our love.” It doesn’t say they will know we are Christians 

by our talk about being Christians.  
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So, it is the case that some people are really Christians who don’t even know about 

Jesus because they help others the way Jesus wants them to help others.  

 

When I think of how He brought me through, 

and how, how the Lord changed my life 

my soul, my soul is overwhelmed 

I have joy, joy, joy, unspeakable joy. 

I have joy, joy, joy, unspeakable joy! 

Amen 

Deacon Bill Hawkins, STA  
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We continue our modified in-person Mass celebrating the Eucharist together according to the 

Guidelines from the District of Columbia and the Archdiocese of Washington.  Please click here to 

review the guidelines below for in-person Mass as we continue with one Mass per week at our 

parish.   

Reminder: Each week, you will have to register if you plan to attend in-person mass. You must 

have a confirmed reservation to attend Mass, this includes anyone who may be serving in any 

capacity. Space is limited. Reservations must be made by Fridays at 12:00 p.m. Parishioners who 

are particularly vulnerable (e.g., over the age of 60, those with serious underlying health conditions: 

high blood pressure, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune system is compromised, 

heart or lung conditions, or who are immune-compromised), and those who are ill or suspect they 

may be ill, should remain at home.  Livestreaming of our Sunday Mass on our STA YouTube and 

Facebook Live channels will continue each Sunday, with Mass at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

Join us for Livestream Mass on the STA Facebook page and St. Teresa of Avila YouTube channel 

every Sunday at 9:30am.  Visit www.stachurchdc.org for links.  We encourage you to get online 

10 minutes early for virtual fellowship, praise, and worship time.  Visit the Archdiocese website 

for additional recorded and live-streamed Masses at  https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-

and-prayers/ 

 

Twinning with our sister parish, St. Antoine, Vieux Bourg & with the Diocese of 
Jeremie in Haiti, West Indies 

 
 

https://stachurchdc.org/documents/2020/9/Guide%20for%20Participation%20in%20Public%20Celebration%20of%20Mass%20at%20STA_9.8.20.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
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Please Pray for our sick, our shut-in, and all who are suffering from the 
scares of this Pandemic. And Jesus says, let me fill you with My Love, “I pray that out of 

his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being”.  
 – Ephesians 3:16  

 
Richie Allison (son of Sandi Allison-Harris), Joyce Barbour (sister of Audrey Barbour), Marian 

Barbour (mother of Audrey Barbour), Darren Barnes, Ann Batiste, Briana Brown (granddaughter 

of Robin Kelly), Katie Butler, Audrey Caldwell, Vermel Thompson-Chichester, Betty Cook (aunt of 

Wanda Smith), Bro. Jeff Corry, Renato Cruz (father of Janelle Cruz), Nadine and Earl Day, Helen 

Despertt, Sharon Franks-Dunbar, Clark James Durand, Sylvester Enlow (father of Denise 

Yorkshire), Ricardo Featherstone, Howard Fleming, Corey Fowler-Cooke, Patricia Franklin, 

Wanda Garrett, William Gorham, Mary Greenfield, Renee Gross and the Gross Family, Antonio 

“Big Tony” Haggins, Ethel Hale, Audrey Hawkins, Barbara Hill, Bro. Gerald Hopeck, Lucille 

Hopeck (mother of Bro. Gerald), Patricia Pickens-James, Desmond Johnson, Reginald Johnson, 

Sheila Kennedy,    Dr. Oralisa Martin, Ronald McCants, Paul McCloud (Ralph McCloud’s brother), 

Channing McKinney, Veronica McKinney, Inez Matthews, Dorothy Morgan, Mother Kamana 

Asteria Mukangango (mother of Fr. Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s sister), 

Angela (Angie) Powell (daughter of Jackie Christian), Jocelyn Reyes, Bonita Robinson, Joe 

Robinson, Jr. (uncle of Lethia & John Kelly and Fred Robinson), Rodney Robinson (brother of 

Lethia Kelly & Fred Robinson), Barbara Savoy (mother of Liz Hall), Lee Scott (husband of Joanne 

Scott),  Michelle Whatley-Seabrooks, Willa Spruill, Wanda Smith and the entire Smith Family, 

Frieda Stanley, Darian Taylor, Dorothy Taylor (cousin of Pauline Barnes), Yolanda Thomas, 

Bernadette Trowell, Paulette Vernon, Sharree Walls, Denise Washington and Mike Woods.  

How can we pray for you and your family?  

You can send your request directly to stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact 

the PLC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com


 

 - 9 -   
 

 

HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

 

IN MEMORIAM   

Please keep the families of our beloved 

parishioners who have gone home this 

month lifted in prayers. 

 

Olivia Booker 
(Grandmother of Omar Booker who is the 

grandson of Hellen Despertt) 
 

Robert F. Brown, Sr.  
(Uncle of Anna H. Friday) 

 

Kelvin Gross 
(Grandson of Renee Gross, Brother of 

Jasmine, Leslie, Andre and KJ) 
 

Tyrone Neal 
 

Hattie Roberson 
(Mother of Houston Roberson and mother 

in-law of Linda Roberson) 
 

They have made their way to this 
Highway to Heaven.  They will be 

missed dearly, but we know that they go 
before us, and we will see them all 

someday soon. 

 

 
While we cannot personally wish you Happy 
Birthday, we wanted you to know that we did not 
forget!  Below is the list of birthdays for the 
third week of December: 

 
(12/13) Ricardo Featherstone 

(12/17) Mary Durand, Mildred Steptoe  
(12/18) Vernon Chisley, Abeck Jean Claude,

 and Inge Riley 
(12/19) Doris Lambert, Channing McKinney 

Brenda Monroe, and David Smith 
 
We thank God for the life he has given us in 
you! 

 
If we have not listed your birthday, we don’t 

have it!  PLEASE CONTACT THE Parish Life 

Center IMMEDIATELY!   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Spiritual Growth Opportunities  
Join Faith Links Small Groups for a 4-part 
series entitled The A.C.T.S. in Advent, now 
through - December 19.  This series will use the 
Gospels of the upcoming Advent cycle to 
prayerfully consider when to return to our parish 
home. 
 
For information of available small groups 
and schedules, email 
faithlinkssmallgroups@gmail.com or visit 
the Faith Links page on the STA website. You 
may also leave a message at the Parish Life 
Center (202) 678-9068 for Charlene Howard, 
Houston Roberson, or Ivette Basterrechea-
Jones. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Join the Sodality in praying the Rosary each 
Sunday at 10:45 am via free conference. The 
dial in number is 1-602-580-9273.  The access 
code is 5360845.   Please remember, when you 
call-in prior to 10:45 am, and after announcing 
your name, please mute your phone.  
 
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH FLOCK NOTE 
Missing important STA communications?  Stay 
connected with the parish by signing up to 
receive email and text messages through our 
Flock Note communications tool. Sign up at 
www.stachurchdc.org.  
 

Young-Onset Alzheimer’s Disease and other 
Dementias SUPPORT GROUP 
On the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each 
month, from noon to 1:30 pm.  By phone and 
email during the COVID-19 emergency, Jihan 
Starr: 443-717-2289  jstarr12@jhmi.edu OR Rita 
Anaka at ranaka1@jhmi.edu. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.stachurchdc.org/faith-links-small-group
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
mailto:jstarr12@jhmi.edu
mailto:ranaka1@jhmi.edu
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Infant Baptism Preparation  
 

Monsignor East and the Baptism Ministry are 

working on our new virtual format (Zoom) for our 

preparation sessions for parents and 

godparents.  

If you have an infant or young child through four 

years of age who has not been baptized, please 

contact the PLC (202-678-9068) or Sandi 

Allison-Harris (301-233-6649). 

Blessings, Baptism Ministry 

Outdoor Mass 
STA continues to offer an outdoor, socially-
distanced mass each Sunday at 12:00 PM, 
weather permitting, outside the Parish Life 
Center (either in the parking lot or by the Marian 
garden behind the PLC). No RSVP is 
necessary, but individuals should arrive by 
11:45 to have their temperature checked and 
sign a form confirming they have not been 
exposed to COVID-19 and have no symptoms of 
the virus. 
 

 

 

 

 

Youth Faith Formation sessions are held 

every 1st and 3rd Sunday at 11:30am.   It is 

our prayer that parents will partner with 

catechists in this faith journey in living out 

scripture, Proverbs 22:6   

“Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old, he will not depart from 

it".    

Should you have any questions, please contact 

the PLC at (202) 678-9068 to reach a member 

of the Faith Formation Team: Ann Batiste, Pat 

Waddell, or Bernadette Catalan.  



 

 

 

This Advent… 
 

 

Hug someone’s child virtually 

Walk somewhere you usually drive 

Miss a meal 

Share a meal 

Share a meal with a stranger virtually 

Realize that there is no “they” 

Organize a family “media free” day 

Read Luke 2:1-20 

Read Luke 2:1-20 out loud even if no one is 

listening 

Apologize 

Visit the homebound 

Find Afghanistan, Iraq, Congo, Sudan, and 

Darfur on a map 

Pray for peace in Afghanistan, Iraq, Sudan, 

Congo, and Darfur 

 

 

Sing 

Sing louder 

See God’s face in “them” 

 

Feel God’s touch 

Hear God’s voice 

Sit silently, breathe 

Sit silently, pray, breathe 

Simplify something 

 

Visualize a peace that is: 

 Not just the absence of conflict 
 But the existence of compassion 
 Not just the absence of poverty 
 But the presence of prosperity 
 Not a time of tolerance 
 But an atmosphere of acceptance 
 Not just education 
 But wisdom 
 Not just family 
 But community 
 Not just “justice for all” 
 But the “just inclusion of all” 
 Not just “live and let be” 
 But “live that others may be” 

 
 

  _______Ralph McCloud 
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DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN & 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

SUBMISSIONS 

 

WEDNESDAYS BY 5:00PM 
SUBMIT TO: 

 

 

stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 
 

Your generosity is gratefully appreciated.  You can’t 
beat God’s giving no matter how hard you try, and we 
appreciate all your efforts during this most difficult 
time. 
 
There are three methods to give tithes and love 
offerings: 
 

• eGiving: From your cell phone, Text 
staChurch to 77977, click the link and 
follow the instructions and choose your 
gift amount and frequency. 
 

• Visit the Parish website at 
www.stachurchdc.org, click on “Tithes 
and Love Offerings” and follow the 
instructions for online giving. 

 

• Want to send a check?  Drop off is in 
at the PLC in the secure lockbox at 1401 
V Street, SE, Washington, DC 20020. 

 
 
 
 

Washington Interfaith Network - Notice of 
Jobs at Temple Courts Construction 
Temple Courts, a 211-unit affordable housing 
building, was knocked down in 2008 by the city, 
scattering over 200 families across DC, 
Maryland, and Virginia.  
 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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Over the past decade, WIN has worked with 
former tenants to testify at community meetings, 
hold actions, and meet with countless District 
officials and developers to maximize 
affordability.  
 
When completed, Temple Courts will serve as 
an important model of mixed-income housing 
with hundreds of deeply affordable units. Of the 
750 total units, 504 will be affordable, of which 
252 will be deeply affordable priced at 30% or 
less of Area Median Income. 
 
The construction company, McCullough, will 
have over 100 new jobs in the coming 
months. 
 
They are offering a series of free construction 
readiness classes to train potential hirees. We 
expect the training to lead to a job.  
 
WHO? All D.C residents are eligible to sign up. 
Priority will be given to former residents of 
Temple Courts. 
 
WHEN?  Now through January 7th from 4pm to 
8pm on Tuesday and Thursday evenings. 
 
WHERE? The John and Jill Ker Conway 
Residence, 1005 North Capitol St NE, 
Washington, DC 20002. 
 
HOW? To register, email Marcellus Jones-Cobb 
at Marcellus@mccullough-construction.com. If 
you are a former resident of Temple Courts, 
mention it in your message and mention that you 
heard about this opportunity through WIN. 

 

Virtual Community Events 
BLACK & WOMEN’S HISTORY MINISTRY  
Join St. Martin’s Church Black & Women’s 
History Ministry for their DC First Ever Virtual 
Christmas Concert 2020 on Sunday, December 
13th at 4:00pm.  This is a FREE Watch Party on 
YouTube. Please email angelecw32@aol.com 
for to register and obtain more information.  
 
VIRTUAL EVENT EVENING RETREAT FOR 
MARRIED AND ENGAGED COUPLES: A 
Couple’s Advent Journey 
Plan to join Our Lady of Bethesda for a Special 
Virtual Advent Date Night that will help you grow 
spiritually in your relationship as you live in 
Advent in a shared way as a couple.  $25 per 
couple. Registration is required so that we can 
provide the online access. Visit Our Lady of 
Bethesda at www.ourladyofbethesda.org or call 
301-365-0612. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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Catholic Charities Holiday Season Volunteer 

Opportunities 
 
Angel Tree 2020  
Each year, Catholic Charities helps hundreds of 
families during the holiday season by providing 
each of their children, ages 16 and younger, with 
a Christmas gift. 
 
This holiday season’s Angel Tree will continue 
to occur yet with COVID-19 precautions. Due to 
the pandemic, we are asking for community 
sponsors to make a monetary donation to 
purchase gift cards for these families. 
 

 
Help make a family’s Christmas wishes come 
true! It is more than giving presents; it is giving a 
family joyful holiday memory for years to come!  
Visit our website at catholiccharitiesdc.org or 
email christmas@cc-dc.org for more 
information. 
 
Coat Drive 2020-2021  
Join Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of 
Washington for our eighth annual Coats of Many 
Colors Coat Drive! Each year we provide coats, 
hats, gloves, and scarves to members of our 
local community.  
 
New and gently used coats that are clean and in 
good condition are being collected from 
November 2020 until January 2021. 
 
We are currently seeking donors to donate coats 
at our selected drop off sites. In addition, we are 
seeking volunteers to help on the day of the 
event to help set up the Coat Drive and assist 
with the distribution to clients.  
 
For more information on how to donate and 
volunteer, please visit our event page at 
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/coats. 

 

mailto:christmas@cc-dc.org
https://www.catholiccharitiesdc.org/coats

