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Reflection on the Gospel 
“JESUS TRUSTED GOD TO DELIVER HIM, EVEN FROM DEATH” 
 
Today is the Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. Easter is very near. Lent will end at 
sundown Holy Thursday. The palm branches signify the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem. Jesus went from Triumphal Ruler to Sacrificial Lamb in a few short days. The 
same people who praised Him, later said, “Give us Barrabas,” and “Crucify him, crucify him.” 
During the Liturgy of Holy Week, we will follow Jesus from Jerusalem to Calvary, and to His 
tomb. Our wonderful Passion Play enacted by our STA youth and adults under the direction 
of Ann Batiste and Charles Wiley each year ends with His Body being laid in the tomb. Each 
year they bless us mightily by their ministry, and this will be our first year without a live 
Passion Play at STA. 
 
My title, Jesus Trusted God to Deliver Him, Even from Death comes from Psalm 22, the 
Responsorial Psalm: “He relied on the Lord; let him deliver him, let him rescue him, if he 
loves him.” When Jesus entered Jerusalem in triumph, the streets were strewn with palm 
branches. The people cried out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come. Hosanna in the highest.” 
Some of these same words are used in the Sanctus or Holy, Holy, Holy. In the Sanctus, 
these words during Mass begin our re-enactment of Christ’s Self-Sacrifice on Calvary. Jesus 
gave up everything on Calvary. He died once and for all to save us from our sins. But 
because He is God, He can re-enact His Sacrifice in an unbloody manner through the 
actions of the priest. In the person of the priest, Jesus offers Himself for us to the Father 
through the Holy Spirit during every Mass. 
 
Jesus trusted God so He did His Father’s will in all things. He was obedient to His Father. 
As it says in today’s reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians, “... he [Jesus] 
humbled himself, becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because 
of this, God greatly exalted him...” Yet Jesus did not want to die. The Gospel of the Passion 
says, “He advanced a little and fell to the ground and prayed that if it were possible the hour 
might pass by him; he said, ‘Abba, Father, all things are possible to you. Take this cup away 
from me, but not what I will but what you will.” 
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Jesus Trusted God to Deliver Him, Even from Death. St. Teresa of Avila wanted to follow 
God’s will in all things. So, she decided in 1575 after many years in the convent to submit 
herself completely to the decisions not only of the superior of her order, as she had already 
vowed, but also of a saintly man, Friar Jerome Gratian of the Mother of God. Giving up our 
will to do God’s will is probably the greatest challenge we face on the road to salvation.  
The disciplines we learn in Lent – prayer, fasting, and almsgiving – help us to face this 
challenge. 
 
If we want to imitate Jesus, we will trust God to deliver us, even from death. One man from 
my diaconate class was not ordained because of his heavy accent and a problem about a 
grade. I have already talked about him once before, as the man who prayed for his enemy 
during a robbery and survived because the gun pointed at his head misfired three times. At 
the beginning of that summer, he collapsed suddenly and remained in intensive care for 8 
½ weeks on a ventilator. His blood pressure was so unstable he couldn’t be moved from PG 
Hospital to the Washington Hospital Center. His doctors didn’t believe he would survive. But 
he did. He was later transferred to a hospital in Baltimore that can give him dialysis and 
wean him from the ventilator. When I saw him in the hospital, he sat up and spoke clearly 
to me. We prayed together and he was able to walk me slowly to the elevator. Like Jesus, 
he trusted in God to deliver him, even from death. 
 
Yet, the Gospel of the Passion says, “At noon darkness came over the whole land until three 
in the afternoon. And at three o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ... ‘My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ ... Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.” These words 
would seem to imply that Jesus’ trust in the Father faltered just before He died. Now, these 
are the first words of Psalm 22. 
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The Psalm continues: “All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with parted lips, they wag 
their heads... Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in on me; They 
have pierced my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones... They divide my garments 
among them, and for my vesture they cast lots. But you, O Lord, be not far from me; O my 
help, hasten to aid me... I will proclaim your name to my brethren; in the midst of the 
assembly, I will praise you: You who fear the Lord, praise him; all you descendants of Jacob, 
give glory to him; revere him, all you descendants of Israel.”  
 
The Church interprets Jesus’ cry as a summary of the entire Psalm which describes His 
suffering on Calvary rather than as a loss of faith in His Father. STA, Jesus Trusted God 
to Deliver Him, Even from Death. Msgr. Joaquin Bazan is a Hispanic-American priest who 
said Mass here at STA once or twice. He is a good friend of Msgr. East. I got to know Msgr. 
Bazann while he was pastor of St. Francis Xavier Church. Once he talked about having a 
“God” can. This is a can where you can write on a slip of paper things you pray for God to 
do and then leave them there until He does them. Msgr. Bazan talked about how tempting 
it is to take back things that we have given to God because He is not moving fast enough 
for us.  
 
Of course, since God really does know best, that is a sure recipe for trouble. You know, it 
doesn’t say anywhere in the Bible that God helps those who help themselves. What the 
Bible says repeatedly is that God helps those who seek His help with a humbled, contrite 
heart. Today’s reading from the Prophet Isaiah says, “The Lord God is my help, therefore I 
am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame.” 
Church, Jesus Trusted God to Deliver Him, Even from Death.  
  
Jesus followed the two Commandments of Love – He loved God above all things and His 
neighbors as Himself. He has returned to the right hand of His Father. The Gospel of the 
Passion says, “Again the high priest asked him and said to him, “Are you the Christ, the son 
of the Blessed One?”  Then Jesus answered, “I AM, and you will see the Son of Man seated 
at the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” Yet, Jesus left us the 
gift of Himself in the Eucharist. “While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke it, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, “This is my blood 
of the covenant, which will be shed for many ... Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to 
the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will have your faith shaken, for it 
is written I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be dispersed. But after I have been 
raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee.”    
 
We are called to trust God to deliver us, even from death. God can and will deliver all who 
trust in Him.  Jesus Trusted God to Deliver Him, Even from Death.  Amen. 
 

_______DEACON Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr.
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MASS PARTICIPATION AT STA 
 
As capacity guidelines are loosened in the District of Columbia, for the continued health 
and safety of our parishioners, St. Teresa of Avila will continue to adhere to the rules and 
guidelines from both the District of Columbia and the Archdiocese of Washington 
regarding attendance at public Mass. Please click here to review the modified guidelines 
for in-person Mass at our parish.   
 
Reminder: Each week if you plan to attend in-person Mass, to avoid any delays in 
getting into the church house, you must complete the online COVID-19 
Questionnaire and Liability Waiver by Saturday 2pm.  Click here to complete the 
online questionnaire and waiver. Anyone who has not completed the online 
questionnaire in advance will be subject to completing it onsite along with the standard 
COVID protocol guidelines to include temperatures checks. Parishioners who are 
particularly vulnerable (e.g., over the age of 60, those with serious underlying health 
conditions: high blood pressure, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune 
system is compromised, heart or lung conditions, or who are immune compromised), and 
those who are ill or suspect they may be ill, should remain at home.  Livestreaming of our 
Sunday Mass on our STA YouTube and Facebook Live channels will continue each 
Sunday, with Mass at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 
 

Join us for Livestream Mass on the STA Facebook page and the St. Teresa of Avila, DC 
YouTube channel every Sunday at 9:30am.  Visit www.stachurchdc.org for links.  We 
encourage you to log on 10 minutes early for virtual fellowship, praise, and worship time.  
Visit the Archdiocese website for additional recorded and live-streamed Masses at  
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/ 
 

 
Outdoor, socially distanced Mass is offered each Sunday at 
12:00pm, weather permitting, outside the Parish Life Center 
(either in the parking lot or by the Marian garden behind the 
PLC). No RSVP is necessary, but individuals should arrive by 
11:45am to have their temperature checked and sign a form 
confirming they have not been exposed to COVID-19 and 
have no symptoms of the virus. 

 

https://d.docs.live.net/12d68d60037460eb/STA/COVID%20Parish%20Resources/STA%20Guidelines/updated%20Guide%20for%20Participation%20in%20Public%20Celebration%20of%20Mass%20at%20STA_3.22.21.pdf
https://stachurchdc.org/return-to-mass
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
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March 28th Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Isaiah 50:4-7, Psalms 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24, Philippians 2:6-11 

Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39 

 

March 29th Monday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 42:1-7, Psalms 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14, John 12:1-11 

 

March 30th Tuesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 49:1-6, Psalms 71:1-2, 3-4A, 5AB-6AB, 15 and 17, John 13:21-33, 36-38 

 

March 31st Wednesday of Holy Week 
Isaiah 50:4-9A, Psalms 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34, Matthew 26:14-25 

 

April 1st Thursday The Lord’s Supper 
Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14, Psalms 116:12-13, 15-16BC, 17-18, 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-15 
 

April 2nd Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion  
Isaiah 52:13-53:12, Psalms 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25,  Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

John 18:1-19:42 

 

April 3rd Holy Saturday  
Genesis 1:1-2:2 Or Genesis 1:1, 26-31A, Psalms 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-14, 24, 35 Or 
Psalms 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20 and 22, Genesis 22:1-18 Or Genesis 22:1-2, 9A, 10-13, 15-
18, Psalms 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11, Exodus 14:15-15:1, Exodus 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18, Isaiah 
54:5-14, Psalms 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 13, Isaiah 55:1-11, Isaiah 12:2-3, 4, 5-6, Baruch 3:9-
15, 32C4:4, Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 11, Ezekiel 36:16-17A, 18-28, Psalms 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4, 
Romans 6:3-11, Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, Mark 16:1-7 

 

April 4th EASTER SUNDAY – THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
Acts 10:34A, 37-43, Psalms 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23, Colossians 3:1-4 Or.  

1 Corinthians 5:6B-8, John 20:1-9 
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Please Pray for our sick, our shut-in, and all who are suffering from the 
scares of this Pandemic. And Jesus says, “let me fill you with My Love. I pray that out of 
his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.”  
 

_______ Ephesians 3:16  
 
Stefan Abresch, Richie Allison (son of Sandi Allison-Harris), Joyce Barbour (sister of Audrey 

Barbour), Marian Barbour (mother of Audrey Barbour), Darren Barnes, Ms. Bazemore 

(mother of Camille Bazemore-Woody), Briana Brown (granddaughter of Robin Kelly), Katie 

Butler, Audrey Caldwell, Vermel Thompson-Chichester, Betty Cook (aunt of Wanda Smith), 

Bro. Jeff Corry, Nadine and Earl Day, Helen Despertt, Gloria (Sister of Ruth Dixon), George 

Dugué (father of Jennifer Tilghman), Clark James Durand, Ricardo Featherstone, Howard 

Fleming, Corey Fowler-Cooke, Patricia Franklin, Wanda Garrett, William Gorham, Mary 

Greenfield, Donna Grimes, Renee Gross, Antonio “Big Tony” Haggins, Ethel Hale, Audrey 

Hawkins, Barbara Hill, Patricia Pickens-James, Margaret Jenkins, Reginald Johnson, Sheila 

Kennedy, Ronald McCants, Paul McCloud (Ralph McCloud’s brother), Channing McKinney, 

Veronica McKinney, Inez Matthews, Dorothy Morgan, Mother Kamana Asteria Mukangango 

(mother of Fr. Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s sister), Mackenzie Pierce 

(daughter of the late Thomas “Butter” Pierce), Angela (Angie) Powell (daughter of Jackie 

Christian), Jocelyn Reyes, Bonita Robinson, Joanne Scott, Lee Scott,  Michelle Whatley-

Seabrooks, Willa Spruill, Darian Taylor, Dorothy Taylor (cousin of Pauline Barnes), Yolanda 

Thomas, Bernadette Trowell, Paulette Vernon, Carol Walker, Sharree Walls, Denise 

Washington, John Whiteside. 

How can we pray for you and your family? You can send your request directly to 

stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact the PLC.  

 

 

 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN  

IN MEMORIUM 

Please keep the families of our beloved 

parishioners who have gone home this 

month lifted in prayers. 

Archeleen Clay  
(mother of Linda Clay Roberson, mother-

in-law of Houston Roberson) 
 

Omaira Rivera  
 

(sister of William Rivera) 

Arnetha Montague 
(aunt of Msgr. Raymond East) 

 

Thomas (Butter) Pierce 
 
They have made their way to this Highway 
to Heaven.  They will be missed dearly, but 
we know that they go before us, and we will 
see them again someday soon. 
 

 

 
 
While we cannot personally wish you Happy 
Birthday, we wanted you to know that we 
did not forget!  Below is the list of birthdays 
for the last week in March and 1st week in 
April: 

(3/28) Tyrell Wellington 
(3/30) Yolanda Thomas 

(4/1) Shirley Johnson, Charlene Scott,
 and Mary Smith 

 
We thank God for the life He has given us 

in each of you! If we have not listed your 

birthday, we don’t have it!  PLEASE 

CONTACT THE Parish Life Center 

IMMEDIATELY! 
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ANOUNCEMENTS 

This ends our Lenten challenge, and we’re 
so grateful you were on this journey with 
us! We are praying that the rest of your 
Lenten season is blessed, and your Easter 
is joyful.  
 
Please leave send us comments with your 
favorite challenge, or perhaps the one 
which helped you grow the most. Are there 
any challenges you’ll try implementing in 
your life through Holy Week or even 
beyond Easter? Let us know! Email 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com  
 

Today’s challenge: We encourage you to 
take one of these challenges, or some other 
habit you’d like to cultivate, and continue to 
practice it through all seasons.  
 

The Sodality will host the virtual Stations 
of the Cross this Good Friday, April 2, at 
12 Noon via Free Conference Call. To 
participate, please dial (602) 580-9273 
and use access code: 5360845.  Please 
mute your phone after announcing your 
name. 
  

  

 
Show Us Your Easter Finest! 
As we gather in-person and virtually on 
Easter Sunday, help us make Easter 
Sunday a special one.  Send your photos in 
your Easter best to: 
 stachurchcommunications@gmail.com.  
Let us celebrate our risen Savior Jesus 
Christ! 

FREE FOOD BOXES:  
USDA, Farmers to 
Families program, is 
pleased to distribute 
free food boxes for 
families in need due to 
COVID-19, in the DC 

area.  The Farmers to Families program 
supplies food boxes with a combination of 
fresh fruits and vegetables, produce, dairy 
or meat products.  
 
The program has a limited supply of 50 
boxes a week. Due to this limited supply, 
registration is required. Each box is 
about 30 lbs. and on average can feed a 
small family of 4 for a week. Below are 
more details about how to RSVP and pick 
up. They look forward to supporting the 
community during this unforeseen time.  
 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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Recurring Pick-up Time & Location:  
11 a.m. every Friday now until the end of 
March 2021, in the parking lot of the Apex 
Care Pharmacy, 3845 Minnesota Ave. N.E.  
Please Note: Masks are required for 
pick-up. If your box is not picked up on 
time it will be forfeited.  For any questions, 
please call 703.801.5713 — For more 
information visit USDA Farmers to 
Families Food Box Agricultural 
Marketing Service. 
 
Join the Sodality in praying the Rosary 

each Sunday at 
10:45 a.m. via free 
conference. The 
dial-in number is 
602-580-9273.  The 
access code is 
5360845.   When 
you call-in prior to 

10:45 a.m., please mute your phone after 
announcing your name.  
 
Youth Faith Formation sessions are held 

every 1st and 3rd 
Sunday at 11:30 
a.m.   It is our prayer 
that parents will 
partner with 
catechists in this faith 
journey in living out 
the scripture, 

Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way 
he should go; even when he is old, he will 
not depart from it."   Should you have any 
questions, please contact the PLC at (202) 
678-9068 to reach a member of the Faith, 
Formation Team: Ann Batiste, Pat 
Waddell, or Bernadette Catalan. 
 
 

 
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH FLOCK NOTE 
Missing important STA communications?  
Stay connected with the parish by signing up 
to receive email and text messages through 
our Flock Note communications tool. Sign up 
at www.stachurchdc.org.  
 
Wisdom Wednesdays 
Join us every week at 11:00 a.m. as Shirli 
Hughes, STA Director of Worship and Arts 
guides us through the origin of another 
beloved hymn, praise and worship chorus, or 
Gospel song, followed by time for discussion 
and prayer.  Check the Calendar of Events 
on the website for dial in information. 
 

 
 
This Palm Sunday--March 28th--at 3:45 
PM, the Black and Women's (B&W) History 
Ministry of St. Martin of Tours Church-DC will 
host its' First-Ever Virtual Women's History 
Month Celebration! Presenters include: 
Special Guest Speaker from the Sisters of the 
Holy Family in Louisiana, a popular DMV 
Spoken Word/Musical Artist, the Children 
from St. Martin's, and MORE!    
 
 
 
 

http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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Please use this Zoom Link to access the 
B&W Activity via Video or Dial-In: 
Topic: St. Martins Virtual Women's History 
Celebration 2021 
Time: Mar 28, 2021 3:45 PM Eastern 2:45 
PM Central Time (US and Canada) 
 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89856537390?pw
d=cFMweUtBdXNPdE8rVDVWKzNTNGNZd
z09 
 
Meeting ID: 898 5653 7390 
Passcode: 487 057 
Dial by your location: 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
 
Other Black and Women's History 
Ministry Activities in March and April 
April 22-24, 2021: B&W's Sister Love/Sharing 
Christ Service Project will collect bagged 
items and/or monetary donations to assist 
women and children living in transitional 
housing because of homelessness and/or 
domestic violence. Monetary Donations 
Accepted in MARCH! Specify 
Donation/Category as: Sister Love/Sharing 
Christ  
Link for Donations: 
https://paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/3920
899 
 

 
 
 
 

Your generosity is gratefully appreciated.  You 
can’t beat God’s giving no matter how hard you try, 
and we appreciate all your efforts during this most 
difficult time.  
 
There are three methods to give tithes and 
love offerings: 
 

• eGiving: From your cell phone, Text 
staChurch to 77977, click the link, 
follow the instructions, and choose 
your gift amount and frequency. 

 

• Visit the Parish website at 
www.stachurchdc.org, click on 
“Tithes and Love Offerings” and 
follow the instructions for online 
giving. 

 

• Want to send a check?  Drop-Off is 
at the PLC in the secure lockbox at 
1401 V Street, SE, Washington, DC 
20020 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89856537390?pwd=cFMweUtBdXNPdE8rVDVWKzNTNGNZdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89856537390?pwd=cFMweUtBdXNPdE8rVDVWKzNTNGNZdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89856537390?pwd=cFMweUtBdXNPdE8rVDVWKzNTNGNZdz09
https://paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/3920899
https://paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/3920899
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN & 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
SUBMISSIONS 

WEDNESDAYS BY 5:00PM 
SUBMIT TO: 

stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 

 

Saint Teresa 

Family! 

As we 

continue to 

walk with 

Jesus these 

40 days of Lent and complete the daily 

challenges, we must remember our 

Brothers and Sisters who may be in need. 

The SHARE ministry would like your 

assistance to help Saint Teresa give back 

to the community.  Saint Teresa will host a 

non-perishable “pop-up” on April 24, 2021, 

from 10am – 11:30am, at the Parish Life 

Center. 

For us to be successful we will need your 
help.  If you are able please donate non-
perishable items according to your last 
name of the following items: 
 
 

 
A-C [Rice, dried beans, lentils, corn tortilla, 
flour pasta, macaroni & Cheese 
 
D-F [Canned/Plastic – tuna, salmon, 
sardines, chicken, peanut butter 
 
G-I [Coconut Milk, lemon juice, tomato 
sauce, tomato paste, stewed tomatoes 
 
J-L [Soups; beef stew, chili, chicken 
noodle, vegetable, turkey rice 
 
M-N [Canned Veggies-Low Sodium/Salt, 
mixed, green beans, corn, red kidney 
beans, spinach, yams 
 
O-Q [Whole Grain Cereals, Cheerios, corn 
flakes, raisin brans plain oatmeal 
 
R-S [Canned Fruits – in its own juice or 
light syrup, pineapple, peaches, pears, and 
applesauce 
 
T-V [Healthy Snacks, raisin dried fruits, 
nuts whole grain crackers 
 
W-Z [Cooking Oils, Vegetable, Olive, 
Canola, smart balance 
 
If you prefer not to go to the store, and 
you are able, feel free to send a 
donation to the Church, with SHARE in 
the foot note or to SHARE via push pay. 
Items are being accepted now at the 
Parish Life Center, Monday – Thursday 
11am- 2pm. 

Thank you in advance for your 
consideration! 

SHARE Ministry 
 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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MOH Virtual Fundraiser 

The Ministers of Hospitality (MOH) are 
hosting a virtual fundraiser to support a 
family impacted by the Texas Winter Storm.   
The Candle Fundraiser will run until June 
30, 2021. Click on the link to order: 
https://www.candlefundraiser.org/teresa 
You must enter the name of the MOH 
member you are supporting.  If no one is 
assisting, you with your order.  Enter the 
following: 

First name: Saint 
Last name: Teresa 

 

Ensure your address and phone number 
are included on your order, so that a MOH 
member can contact you when your product 
arrives. Supporters should be local 
because all orders must be picked up.   
 
 

 
All orders will be submitted as a group at the 
end of the fundraiser on June 30, 2021.  
Please allow 15 – 18 days for the orders 
to arrive to our church and be sorted.  As 
we get closer to the end of the fundraiser, 
we will provide a date for pick up from the 
church in the bulletin. You will be contacted 
directly if there is no MOH member 
associated with your order.  Please pass 
along the link to support our fundraiser. 
 

Ministers of Hospitality Fundraising 
Committee 

Eunice Wise - 202-669-8617 
Michelle Gilbert – 240-606-4299 
Shirley Johnson - 202-563-1286 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.candlefundraiser.org/teresa
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