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The 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
August 29, 2021 

 
 
 

Msgr. Raymond G. East, Pastor  rayeast@icloud.com; Mobile: 202-355-8888 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. in-person and livestream online 

Sunday 11:30am in the courtyard between the church and the convent 
 *Weather permitting* 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Monsignor East is available for drive-by confessions. Please contact the PLC to  

schedule a time. 

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 

St. Teresa of Avila Parish Life Center 

1401 V Street SE, Washington, DC 20020-4809 
PLC: 202-678-3709; Fax:  202-678-3325, Website: www.stachurchdc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10:00am – 3:00pm and Friday, 10am – 1pm 
 

PARISH STAFF 
DEACON: Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr. whawk39564@aol.com  
DEACON: Timothy E. Tilghman tilghman13@gmail.com 
DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & ARTS: Shirli Hughes, shirli.stamusic@gmail.com 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: Sis. Anne Marie Schreiner, DC (205) 919-0010 srannema@stv.org 
PARISH RECEPTIONIST: Pamelia Council pcouncil2009@gmail.com  
PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Sister Pauline Oduekila  paulineoduekila@yahoo.fr 
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Sunday Gospel Reflection  
 

____Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

The Pharisees and Clem  
 
We all know the type; the person who would step over or shoo off a homeless person on 
their way to church; or a person who goes to church every time the doors open and can 
quote scriptures accurately to fit their agenda or justify their own behavior.   
 
Clem was like that. Prayerful, pious, devout, holy, and reverent were words his friends used 
to describe him. He saw his relationship with God as exclusive and said that God spoke 
directly to him often and with great clarity. Or so he thought. 
 
The relationship Clem had with God was flawed because he ignored a significant element 
of our faith. In all his scriptural quotations, he never would mention James 2:17, “Faith 
without works is dead”. He would never speak of the second part of the great 
commandment, “and love your neighbor as thyself”. He rarely mentioned and ignored 
the second part and the big AND in the middle. Jesus must have thought both of sides of 
that commandment were important because He made a point of stressing it. 
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Clem, like so many of us “can’t see the forest for the tress.”   We let our pious images of 
God blind us to the plight of our neighbor. This weekend’s readings take a harsh look at 
those who seem to forget the importance of loving our neighbor, or another scripture rarely 
quoted by Clem, 1 John 4:20 which says, “If we say we love God but hate others, we are 
liars. For we cannot love God whom we have not seen if we do not love others, whom 
we have seen. “The command that Christ has given us is this, “whoever loves God must 
love others.”  
 
The readings this weekend invite us to be “doers of the word AND not just hearers only”. 
Mass attendance, novenas, prayer vigils and circles, rosaries, and reflections are all 
extremely important and essential in helping us reach that place where we can be genuine 
brother and sisters to one another. By themselves, they may give us good feelings, but 
unless they cause an unsettling in us and they don’t motivate us to be concerned about who 
God is concerned about, it is only half baked. And most importantly, we must act on that 
concern! Clem is a good man. He knows all the rules, morals and ethical behaviors and 
keeps out of trouble. But in a time where so much pain exists even within his own family, he 
like so many of us must work harder to exhibit our love for God by exhibiting our love for 
one another. 
  
In times of unprecedented peril, a crippling pandemic, illogical youth violence, world turmoil 
and jeopardy or our shared home, God needs us to love Him even more. And to show that 
love for His creation and His most prized handiwork… not just Clem, not just you and I but 
ALL who are formed in his Divine Image.  

AMDG 
Ralph McCloud, Member 

Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church  
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JESUS CAN FIX US 
 
Today is the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time. Although summer continues, vacations are 
finishing, and children have begun returning to school. COVID-19 is a special concern for 
children who are not eligible for the vaccines. The CDC recommends that everybody 
wear a mask to reduce the spread of the virus. That also applies to people who have 
been vaccinated. I cannot understand how anyone would listen to politicians about 
COVID rather than medical experts. Personally, wearing a mask seems a small price to 
pay to reduce the likelihood of catching a new virus that has infected more than 37-million 
people in the U.S. and killed more than 628-thousand. More than 212-million people 
worldwide have been infected, and more than 4-million have died. If the British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson and the future King of England Prince Charles can both catch it, 
anybody can. When the Bible talks about disease, it is often talking about sin. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus talks about sin coming from our hearts. He says we need not worry about 
ritual impurity through eating forbidden foods. Jesus tells us the fundamental problem we 
face is changing our own hearts. 

 
“Oh, fix me, Jesus. Oh, fix me, Jesus. Oh, fix me, Lord. Fix me, Jesus, fix me. 

Fix me for my long white robe; Fix me, Jesus, fix me. 
Fix me for my starry crown; Fix me, Jesus, fix me. 

Fix me for my journey home; Fix me, Jesus, fix me. 
Fix me for my dying bed; Fix me, Jesus, fix me. 

Oh, fix me, Jesus. Oh, fix me, Jesus. Oh, fix me, Lord.  
Fix me, Jesus, fix me.”                               

 
 

(Source: One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism: An African American ecumenical hymnal #143) 
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My message today is, Jesus can fix 
us.  Our first reading comes from the 
Book of Deuteronomy, the book of 
the “Second Law” in which Moses 
exhorts the people of Israel to 
remain true to their covenant with 
God. Their sojourn in the desert has 
ended, and they are living in the 
plains of Moab before crossing the 
river, Jordan. The Lord told Moses 
to strike the rock with his staff to 
bring forth water in the desert. As 
you know, Moses was not permitted 
to enter the Promised Land because 
he and Aaron had angered the Lord 
at Meribah and Massah.  He laid out 
his last will and testament in 
Deuteronomy. It says, Moses said to 
the people, “Now, Israel, hear the 

statutes and decrees which I am teaching you to observe, that you may live, and may 
enter in and take possession of the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving 
you. In your observance of the commandments of the Lord, your God, which I enjoin on 
you, you shall not add to what I command you nor subtract from it.”  
 
In Psalm 15: 2-4a, 5, David describes how we should live to please God. “Whoever 
walks blamelessly and does justice, who thinks the truth in his heart and slanders not 
with his tongue. Who harms not his fellow man, nor takes up a reproach against his 
neighbor; by whom the reprobate is despised, while he honors those who fear the Lord. 
Who lends not his money at usury and accepts no bribe against the innocent. Whoever 
does these things will never be disturbed.” 
  
St. Paul makes it abundantly clear in in Romans 3: 21-22, 24, 28: that we are not justified 
by observance of the Law. “But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, though testified to by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe... They are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption in Christ Jesus... For we consider that a person is justified 
by faith apart from works of the law.” St. James reaffirms the need for Faith and Work: 
“Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deluding yourselves. Religion that is pure 
and undefiled before God and the Father is this: to care for orphans and widows in their 
affliction and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” Jesus can fix us. 
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Moses told the Israelites not to add to the Law or subtract from it, but the Scribes and 
the Pharisees expanded it to cover every detail of Jewish life. In Bible Study, Msgr. East 
said people from the countryside like Jesus did not observe all the ritual washings 
because access to water was limited. Part of the Pharisees’ criticism of Jesus and His 
disciples is what we call “signifying.” Mark’s gospel says, “When the Pharisees with 
some scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they observed that 
some of his disciples ate their meals with unclean, hands.” The Pharisees and scribes 
questioned him about eating with unclean hands instead of following the laws. 
  
Jesus warned us about disregarding God’s commandment but clinging to human 
tradition. He also summoned the crowd again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, 
and understand. Nothing that enters one from the outside can defile that person; but the 
things that come out from within are what defile...” He listed evil thoughts, unchastity, 
theft, murder, adultery, greed, malice, deceit, licentiousness, envy, blasphemy, 
arrogance, and folly.  Jesus can fix us. 
 
Instead of the issue of hand-washing, we find Jesus dealing with “soul-washing.” Jesus 
led us to Baptism, where He washes away “original sin” inherited from Adam and Eve. 
The ritual bathing in the name of the Trinity is an outward sign that Jesus restores our 
relationship with God. Baptism joins us to the Body of Christ. It is all we would need to 
be saved from Original Sin. St. Paul says in Romans 3:23, “all have sinned and are 
deprived of the glory of God.” Jesus left us the Sacrament of Reconciliation. By 
confessing our sins, and receiving His absolution, Jesus cleanses us from the stain of 
sin. Jesus can fix us. The only person whom Jesus can’t fix is the one who doesn’t want 
to repent.  Twelve-Step programs such as Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous begin with an acknowledgment of a person’s inability to overcome addiction 
and an acceptance of the need for a Higher Power. When they speak of a “Higher 
Power,” we know His Name is Jesus.  Our own St. Teresa of Avila said, “It is a great 

good to think that if we try, we can 
become saints with God’s help. And have 
no fear that He will fail if we don’t fail. 
Since we have not come here for any 
other thing, let us put our hands to the 
task.” Oh, fix me, Jesus. Oh, fix me, 
Jesus.  Oh, fix me, Lord. Fix me, Jesus, 
fix me. Church, Jesus can fix us. 
Amen. Amen. 
 

Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr. 
Deacon  
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MASS PARTICIPATION AT STA 
 

Whether fully vaccinated or not, St. Teresa of Avila will 
continue to practice COVID health and safety precautions for 
all. Each week if you plan to attend in-person Mass, to avoid 
any delays in getting into the church house, we ask that you 
complete the online COVID-19 questionnaire by Saturday 
2pm (this includes children). Please click here to complete 
the online questionnaire.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Join us online each Sunday for Mass on STA YouTube and Facebook Live channels at 
9:30 a.m.  Visit the Archdiocese Website for additional recorded and live-streamed 
Masses at  https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor Mass is held on Sundays at 11:30am 
in the courtyard between the church and the 
convent, weather permitting. All are welcome! 
 
 

 
 
 

https://stachurchdc.org/return-to-mass
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
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August 29th Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-8, Psalms 15:2-3, 3-4, 4-5, James 1:17-18, 21B-22, 27 
Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 

August 30th Monday Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time  
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, Psalms 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13, Luke 4:16-30 

 

August 31st Tuesday Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-6, 9-11, Psalms 27:1, 4, 13-14, Luke 4:31-37 

 

September 1st Wednesday Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time  
Colossians 1:1-8, Psalms 52:10, 11, Luke 4:38-44 

 
September 2nd Thursday Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time  

Colossians 1:9-14, Psalms 98:2-3AB, 3CD-4, 5-6, Luke 5:1-11 
 

September 3rd Friday Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time 
Memorial of Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church 

Colossians 1:15-20, Psalms 100:1B-2, 3, 4, 5, Luke 5:33-39 
 

September 4th Saturday Twenty-second Week in Ordinary Time  

Colossians 1:21-23, Psalms 54:3-4, 6 and 8, Luke 6:1-5  

 

September 5th Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Isaiah 35:4-7A, Psalms 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10, James 2:1-5, Mark 7:31-37 
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Please Pray for our sick, our shut-in, and all who are suffering from the scares of 
this Pandemic. And Jesus says, “Let me fill you with My Love. I pray that out of his 
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.”  
 

_______ Ephesians 3:16  
 

 

Stefan Abresch and family, Richie Allison (son of Sandi Allison-Harris), Joyce Barbour 
(sister of Audrey Barbour), Marian Barbour (mother of Audrey Barbour), Darren Barnes, 
Dorothy Barnes (cousin of Pat Waddell), Briana Brown (granddaughter of Robin Kelly), 
Katie Butler, Audrey Caldwell, Vermel Thompson-Chichester, Betty Cook (aunt of Wanda 
Smith), Bro. Jeff Corry, Maurice Crump, Nadine and Earl Day, Helen Despertt, Gloria 
(Sister of Ruth Dixon), Clark James Durand, Thomas Easter, Ricardo Featherstone, 
Howard Fleming, Corey Fowler-Cooke, Patricia Franklin, Wanda Garrett, William 
Gorham, Mary Greenfield, Donna Grimes, Renee Gross, Antonio “Big Tony” Haggins, 
Ethel Hale, Betty Hamer (mother of Anna Friday), Delores Hatcherson, Audrey Hawkins, 
Princess Collins (niece Shirley Hawkins), Barbara Hill, Patricia Pickens-James, Margaret 
Jenkins, Charles Johnson III, Reginald Johnson, Sheila Kennedy, Jahan Keys (great 
nephew of Shirley Hawkins), Inez Matthews, Ronald McCants, Janet Mauceri-McCain, 
Paul McCloud (Ralph McCloud’s brother), Channing McKinney, Veronica McKinney, Alec 
Metz and Family, Dorothy Morgan, Mother Kamana Asteria Mukangango (mother of Fr. 
Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s sister), Dennis Patterson (father of 
Denise Wilson, Grandfather of Sheronne Wilson and Great Grandfather of Dylan), 
Mackenzie Pierce (daughter of the late Thomas “Butter” Pierce), Angela (Angie) Powell 
(daughter of Jackie Christian), Jocelyn Reyes, Bonita Robinson, Sister Anne Marie 
Schreiner, Joanne Scott, Lee Scott,  Michelle Whatley-Seabrooks, Sister Anne Marie 
Schreiner, Willa Spruill, Darian Taylor, Dorothy Taylor (cousin of Pauline Barnes), Robert 
Taylor (husband of Sandra Taylor), Yolanda Thomas, Bernadette Trowell, Carol Walker, 
Sharree Walls, Denise Washington, John Whiteside and Alice Wingate.   
 
How can we pray for you and your family? You can send your request directly to 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact the PLC. 
 
  

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

JOB OPENINGS WITH THE 
ARCHDIOCESE of WASHINGTON 

 

The Archdiocese of Washington job 
opportunities can be found at: 
 
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012AR
CHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-
a35b-yId=eaca23d9-a267-4249-a62d-
abfd5bf632c3. 
 
 
 

 
 
While we cannot personally wish you 
Happy Birthday, we wanted you to know 
that we did not forget! Below is the list of 
birthdays for the first week in September: 
 

(9/1) Sheila Hubbard, Lela Jones 
(9/2) Danielle Bell-Imes, Kathryn Elliott 

and Doney Olivieri 
(9/3) Barbara Afoakwa, Toiya  

Danielle Crump, Tanya Hankton and 
Alaina Martin 

(9/4) Brittany Hopson, Aubrey 
Seabrooks 

 
We thank God for the life He has given us 
in each of you!  

 

If we have not listed your birthday, we 
don’t have it! PLEASE CONTACT the 

Parish Life Center IMMEDIATELY! 
 

 

https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-yId=eaca23d9-a267-4249-a62d-abfd5bf632c3
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-yId=eaca23d9-a267-4249-a62d-abfd5bf632c3
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-yId=eaca23d9-a267-4249-a62d-abfd5bf632c3
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/ARC1012ARCHW/JobBoard/a6c08282-64df-408a-a35b-yId=eaca23d9-a267-4249-a62d-abfd5bf632c3
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Prayer for Haiti 
GOD OF LIFE...Heavenly Father, we come to 
you being grateful for the gift of life for 
ourselves and our brothers and sisters in 
Haiti. We ask that persons in position of 
leadership honor the sacredness of life with 
acts of safety and dignity. 

 
GOD OF HOPE…We come to you asking for 
restoration of national peace and unity for the 
common good of all people. 

 
GOD OF CREATION…We ask that everyone 
be recognized as being created in God’s 
image and thus be treated with respect and 
dignity. 

 
GOD OF LOVE…We ask Lord that any 
division, malice, discord, or greed be 
replaced with love. For in this love, we share 
safety, joy, and victory over evil. 

 
GOD OF MIRACLE…God, we thank you for 
divine intervention over the civil unrest and 
any threats that impact the quality of life 
among our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. ____AMEN 
 
 

Bishop Alphonse Quesnel of Fort 
Liberte,’ Haiti, said, “The church of 

Haiti was "stunned by the....” 
https://www.catholicnews.com/haitian-

church-stunned-by presidents-
assassination-says-bishop#noredirect 
 
 

 

 
 
Join the Sodality in praying the 
Rosary each Sunday, at 11:00 
a.m. via free conference. The dial-
in number is 1-602-580-9273. The 
access code is 5360845. When 
dialing in, please mute your 
phone after announcing your 
name.  
 
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH FLOCK NOTE 

 

Missing important STA 
communications? Stay connected 

with the parish by signing up to 
receive email and text messages 

through our Flock Note 
communications tool. 

 
Sign up at www.stachurchdc.org. 
 
 

 

https://www.catholicnews.com/haitian-church-stunned-by%20presidents-assassination-says-bishop#noredirect
https://www.catholicnews.com/haitian-church-stunned-by%20presidents-assassination-says-bishop#noredirect
https://www.catholicnews.com/haitian-church-stunned-by%20presidents-assassination-says-bishop#noredirect
https://www.catholicnews.com/haitian-church-stunned-by%20presidents-assassination-says-bishop#noredirect
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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Youth Faith Formation sessions are held 
every 1st and 3rd Sunday at 11:30 a.m. It 
is our prayer that parents will partner with 
catechists in this faith journey in living out 
the scripture, Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a 
child in the way he should go; even 
when he is old, he will not depart from 
it."  Should you have any questions, please 
contact the PLC at (202) 678-9068 to reach 
a member of the Faith, Formation Team: 
Ann Batiste, Pat Waddell, or Bernadette 
Catalan. 

Wisdom Wednesdays 
Wisdom Wednesday will be on summer 
break.  Join us on Wednesday, September 
8th upon our return as Shirli Hughes, STA 
Director of Worship and Arts guides us 
through the origin of another beloved hymn, 
praise and worship chorus, or Gospel song, 
followed by time for discussion and prayer. 
 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN & 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

SUBMISSIONS 
WEDNESDAYS BY 5:00PM 

SUBMIT TO: 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 

SODALITY SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
STA High School and College 
students!!!    
REMINDER: The deadline to apply for the 
Sodality 2021 Scholarship is Sunday 
August 29th. 
Please visit www.stachurchdc.org\sodality-
2021-scholarship  to apply today!     
 
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
St. Teresa of Avila is called to be an 
evangelized and evangelizing community 
of believers who bear witness to Jesus 
Christ present in our midst……. If you are 
called to evangelize, please consider 
volunteering to read the Parish Vision 
Statement. You need not have experience, 
only a love for proclaiming our Parish 
Vision. Anyone interested please send an 
email to: 
 stachurchcommunications@gmail.com  

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
http://www.stachurchdc.org/sodality-2021-scholarship
http://www.stachurchdc.org/sodality-2021-scholarship
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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Knights of Columbus Scholarship 
Opportunities  

The Maryland State Council of the 
Knights of Columbus is the sponsor of 
several High School scholarships for its 
members and for Catholic Students in 
general. Below is the complete information 
on these scholarships and information 
regarding eligibility for scholarship awards.  
Awards may be applied to tuition payments 
only. 
  
Application period is from October 1, 
2021, to February 1, 2022. All applications 
must be received in their entirety by the 
Scholarship Committee no later than 
February 1, 2022. Scholarship information 
and application information is included 
below (preferred) or write to: Maryland 
State Council Knights of Columbus 
Scholarship Committee P.O. Box 1468, 
Bowie, MD 20717.  
  
The Frederick M. Gossman Memorial High 

School Scholarship Designed to assist 
members of the Knights of Columbus 
holding membership in councils within the 
jurisdiction of Maryland in paying tuition for 
their sons and daughters at accredited 
Catholic High Schools, three (3) grants of 
$1,500.00 per year for up to four years, and 
one (1) additional grant of $1,500.00 per 
year for up to four years funded by the 
Maryland Knights of Columbus Insurance 
Advisors, will be awarded.  Awards will be 
made because of academic excellence, 
personal qualifications, and financial need.  
Continued support after the first year is 
contingent on continued academic 
success.   

The children of deceased members are 
also eligible, provided the member was in 
good standing at the time of death.  Funds 
are applicable to tuition only. Frederick M. 
Gossman Memorial High School 
Scholarship application forms may be 
obtained by clicking on the below link or 
placing it into your browser: https://kofc-
md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-
22-Gossman-Application-.pdf 
 

The William J. O’Brien Jr., Memorial 

Catholic High School Scholarship 

Three (3) grants of $1,500.00 per year for 
up to four years will be awarded.  Eligibility 
for a grant under this program is open to 
Catholic students who are residents of the 
State of Maryland.  Affiliation with the 
Knights of Columbus is not required.  
However, children and grandchildren of a 
member of a Knights of Columbus council 
within the jurisdiction of Maryland are also 
eligible.  Applicants must have been 
officially accepted at or must be students at 
accredited Catholic High Schools.  
Applications will be judged on academic 
excellence, personal qualifications, and 
financial need.  Continued support after the 
first year is contingent on continued 
academic success.  Funds are applicable 
to tuition only. William J. O’Brien Jr. 
Memorial Catholic High School Scholarship 
application forms may be obtained by 
clicking on the below link or placing it into 
your browser:  https://kofc-md.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/OBrien-
Appliction-Documents-1.pdf 
  

https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-22-Gossman-Application-.pdf
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-22-Gossman-Application-.pdf
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/2021-22-Gossman-Application-.pdf
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OBrien-Appliction-Documents-1.pdf
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OBrien-Appliction-Documents-1.pdf
https://kofc-md.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/OBrien-Appliction-Documents-1.pdf
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Join us on our Pilgrimage to where Heaven meets Earth. 
 

                                 
 
 

Group Director: Deacon Leo Flynn 
Spiritual Leader: Msgr. Raymond G. East   

  
  
 
For Additional Information Contact:   
Deacon Leo Flynn at 703-328-4762 Email: leo@theflynnteam.com 
 

  
 
To Register Please Visit: www.pilgrimages.com/dcnflynn 
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