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Twining with our sister parish, St. Antoine, Vieux Bourg & with the Diocese of Jeremie 
 Haiti, West Indies 

The 25TH Sunday in Ordinary Time 

September 19, 2021 

  
 

Msgr. Raymond G. East, Pastor  rayeast@icloud.com; Mobile: 202-355-8888 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday 9:30 a.m. in-person and livestream online 

Sunday 11:30am in the courtyard between the church and the convent 
 *Weather permitting* 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Monsignor East is available for drive-by confessions. Please contact the PLC to  

schedule a time. 

PARISH CONTACT INFORMATION 
St. Teresa of Avila Parish Life Center 

1401 V Street SE, Washington, DC 20020-4809 
PLC: 202-678-3709; Fax:  202-678-3325, Website: www.stachurchdc.org 

Office Hours:  Monday – Thursday, 10:00am – 3:00pm and Friday, 10am – 1pm 
 

PARISH STAFF 
DEACON: Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr. whawk39564@aol.com  
DEACON: Timothy E. Tilghman tilghman13@gmail.com 
DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & ARTS: Shirli Hughes, shirli.stamusic@gmail.com 
SPIRITUAL DIRECTION: Sis. Anne Marie Schreiner, DC (205) 919-0010 srannema@stv.org 
PARISH RECEPTIONIST: Pamelia Council pcouncil2009@gmail.com  
PARISH BOOKKEEPER: Sister Pauline Oduekila  paulineoduekila@yahoo.fr 

 

Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church 

1244 V Street SE, Washington, DC 20020-7016 www.stachurchdc.org 
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Sunday Gospel Reflection  
“But they did not understand the word. And they were afraid to question 

him.” (Mk. 9:31) 

 
We could call the apostles all kind of names given their inability to comprehend Jesus’ 
teaching on humility. But they were no more bone-headed than we are sometimes. Isn’t it 
our nature to want to be right? We strive to win an argument at all costs. It feels good to be 
the “smart” one who gives a correct answer without google assistance.  
  
Rather than ponder the word they did not understand or reveal their ignorance by asking 
Jesus to explain the prophecy, the apostles retreated to what was familiar. No doubt the 
twelve crowed about their past accomplishments and worldly assets, replaying little things 
they did for the Lord and times he commended them. In this passage Jesus doesn’t single 
out any worst offender. Instead, all were guilty as are we sometimes. 
 
Isn’t it interesting that Jesus did not exalt this child before grown men?  Nor did he point to 
himself in the manner of the apostles. Instead, Jesus had this youth stand for all God’s 
children. Jesus embraced the youngster. Jesus, Master Teacher, pointed to the Father, the 

one who sent him ⎯ to God be all praise and glory and honor. 
 
We don’t know how much time passed before John (aka the one Jesus loved) tried again to 
outdo the others. When an individual outside their circle imitated Jesus’ good works, they 
cut him off. SMH (shaking my head) as the young folks text. Good church people often do 
the same. We set standards for who is holy, and who is not based on thin evidence. 
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Jesus exhorts us to be childlike not childish. Children are aware that they know some things, 
but, they don’t know everything. They rely on parents, teachers, coaches, and older siblings 
to direct them. When permitted, children are awed by the world. They admit fear, cry, hug, 
laugh, and play. We who are grown would do well to remember and embrace the child who 
lives inside each of us if we want to enter the Kingdom of God. 
 

_____Donna Grimes, Member 
Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church 

 

 
Today’s Homily 

“Everybody Can Be Great, Because Anybody Can Serve” 
 
Today is the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The Autumnal Equinox will come in three days 
and Fall will begin. The days will get shorter and cooler, the leaves will fall, but the colors will be 
great. WJLA-TV 7 sometimes runs public service announcements about volunteer opportunities. 
Former newscaster Gordon Peterson used to mention S.O.M.E., So Others Might Eat, as a place 
where he volunteered. S.O.M.E. was founded in 1970 by Fr. Horace McKenna of St. Aloysius 
Church and an interfaith group of ministers. S.O.M.E. serves the poor and homeless of D.C. 
providing food, clothing, health care, affordable housing, job training, addiction treatment, and 
counseling. Donations can be given to S.O.M.E. directly, or through the “Combined Federal 
Campaign” or the “DC One Fund”. I first heard about S.O.M.E. many years ago from an Egyptian 
Muslim woman with whom I worked at U.D.C., the late Dr. Zeinab Refai. In another 
announcement, NBC 4 newscaster Leon Harris once mentioned a quote from Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. that is the source of my title today, “Everybody Can Be Great, Because Anybody 
Can Serve”.  
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There is a saying that “success has a hundred fathers, but failure is an orphan.” And Bessie 
Smith sang, “Nobody wants you when you’re down and out.” Ironically, a person looking to do 
wrong can find lots of encouragement in the world. Just the opposite is true when one wants to 
walk the straight and narrow. The same people who applauded a downward spiraling lifestyle 
try everything they can to pull back someone who is turning toward the upward road. Crabs in a 
barrel hardly exaggerates the situation.  
 
That’s why it is so important for anyone trying to live right to associate with people who are also 
trying to live as God wants us to live. To help us on the road to salvation, Christ intentionally 
formed a community of His believers, namely, the Church. 
  
Now, this situation is not new. The Maccabees were an example of Jews who were faithful to 
their beliefs against all odds. However, the conquered Jewish people were tempted to 
compromise their religious convictions to get along with their oppressors. About one hundred 
years before Christ, the writer of the Book of Wisdom was inspired to write, “The wicked say: Let 
us beset the just one, because he is obnoxious to us; he sets himself against our doings, 
reproaches us for transgressions of the law and charges us with violations of our training.”  

 
In these and any other circumstances, we can 
depend on God. The Responsorial Psalm 54 
says, “O God, by your name save me, and by 
your might defend my cause. O God, hear 
my prayer; hearken to the words of my 
mouth. For the haughty have risen against 
me, the ruthless seek my life; they set not 
God before their eyes.” The need for the love 
of God encompasses all of us, for we “all have 
sinned and are deprived of the glory of God,” as 
Paul says in Romans 3: 23. God is always 
willing to forgive our faults. After all, He sent His 
Only Begotten Son to die to save us. Everybody 
can be great because anybody can serve. 

  
Like any family, the people of God can have issues that are hard to resolve. We can all agree 
that our purpose is to serve God and our neighbors. But we sometimes cannot agree on how 
this should be done. This is only natural when human beings try to work together. STA is no 
different. Our reading from the Letter of James was written to address this problem within his 
community and to help us address it within our own.  
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You may recall that Jesus says to his disciples in Matthew 7:16, “By their fruits you will know 
them.” James applied this idea when he wrote, “But the wisdom from above is first of all 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, without 
inconstancy or insincerity. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for those who 
cultivate peace.” So, God tells us to choose a course of action as a Christian community that 
will produce good fruits by good means. For us, good ends can never be used to justify wrong 
means. In addition, James strongly emphasized that faith without good works is dead. We are 
all expected to share with our neighbors the gifts we have received from God.  
 
St. Augustine said, “Walking by faith, let us do good works. In these let there be a free love 
of God for His own sake and an active love for our neighbor. For there is nothing we can 
do for God. But because we have something we can do for our neighbor, we shall by our 
good offices to the needy gain the favor of Him Who is the source of all abundance. Let 
us then do what we can for others; let us freely bestow upon the needy out of our 
abundance.” Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. 
  
The gospel of prosperity preached by many Christians implies that only good things happen to 
good people. We would reason incorrectly from this false assumption that bad things only 
happen to bad people. In other words, it would be reasonable to conclude that misfortune is a 
sign of moral weakness. Similarly, good fortune would be a sign of a virtuous life. Jesus Himself 
says in today’s Gospel that such ideas are false. According to Jesus, a person’s true greatness 
is measured by service. Jesus should know. After all, He is the “Sinless Servant” who suffered 
and died for our sinfulness.  
  
Today’s Gospel according to Mark says, He was teaching his disciples and telling them, “The 
Son of Man is to be handed over to men and they will kill him, and three days after his 
death the Son of Man will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and they were afraid 
to question Him. They came to Capernaum and, once inside the house, He began to ask them, 
“What were you arguing about on the way?” But they remained silent. They had been discussing 
among themselves on the way who was the greatest. Then He sat down, called the Twelve, and 
said to them, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.” 
“Everybody Can Be Great, Because Anybody Can Serve.” 
  
Hatred and strife, sickness and death are part of our earthly existence because of the broken 
human nature we inherited from Adam and Eve. For His own reasons, God can allow evil 
persons to prosper and good persons to suffer. This is something we may never understand 
while we are limited to the perspective of this life. In faith, we are called to unite our sufferings 
to those of Jesus for the glory of God. Our Creator Who loves us more than we can ever know 
or understand will always strengthen us. He will give us the strength we need to follow the path 
He has placed before us for the benefit of our immortal souls or the souls for whom we pray.  
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The Gospel continues, “Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around 
it, he said to them, ‘Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me, and who 
receives me, receives not me but the One who sent me.” We can see the importance Jesus 
placed on children from this and other readings. Msgr. East once discussed in Bible Study how 
unusual this attitude was in Jesus’ time. Women and children were not highly valued in either 
Jewish or pagan society. They were commonly viewed as property. Even the four evangelists 
ignored the women and children when they told how Jesus fed the five thousand men.  
 
One of the great changes Christian values have encouraged in societies worldwide is the 
enhanced status of women and children. Everybody can be great because anybody can serve. 
Young people have often led the way in social change. In the 1960s, the lunch counter sit-ins 
began with four NCA&T undergraduates, and students propelled the Birmingham 
demonstrations against segregation. Today’s youth have done things like collect bicycles to send 
to Africa and collect money to buy irrigation pumps for drought-stricken areas or to buy farm 
animals. Here at STA, all the youth organizations will be doing community service projects at 
some point.  
 
The kind of Christian adults we want our children to be results from giving them a Christian 
upbringing. They will not practice the Catholic Faith as adults if they haven’t learned about it and 
learned to love it as children. We are the Christian people we are today because our parents 
showed us how Christians live. Our Religious Education program is changing so that more of 
our children and youth can participate. We will need parishioners to volunteer to serve as 
teachers at some point. Parental involvement will also be critical to its success.  
 
Jesus says in Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:14, and Luke 18:16, “Let the children come to me; do 
not prevent them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” I, for one, would 
never want to bet Jesus doesn’t mean what He says.  
 
Church, “Everybody Can Be Great Because Anybody Can Serve.” Amen. Amen. Amen. 
 
 

______Deacon Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr.  
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MASS PARTICIPATION AT STA 
 

Whether fully vaccinated or not, St. Teresa of Avila will 
continue to practice COVID health and safety precautions for 
all. Each week if you plan to attend in-person Mass, to avoid 
any delays in getting into the church house, we ask that you 
complete the online COVID-19 questionnaire by Saturday 
2pm (this includes children). Please click here to complete 
the online questionnaire.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Join us online each Sunday for Mass on STA YouTube and Facebook Live channels at 
9:30 a.m.  Visit the Archdiocese Website for additional recorded and live-streamed 
Masses at  https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Outdoor Mass is held on Sundays at 11:30am 
in the courtyard between the church and the 
convent, weather permitting. All are welcome! 
 
 

 
 
 

https://stachurchdc.org/return-to-mass
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
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September 19th Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20, Psalms 54:3-4, 5, 6 AND 8, Mark 9:30-37 
 

September 20th Monday Twenty- fifth Week in Ordinary Time  

Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn, Priest, Paul Chŏng Ha-sang, and 
Companions, Martyrs   

Ezra 1:1-6, Psalms 126:1B-2AB, 2CD-3, 4-5, 6, Luke 8:16-18  
 

September 21st Tuesday Twenty- fifth Week in Ordinary Time  
Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-13, Psalms 19:2-3, 4-5, Matthew 9:9-13 
 

September 22nd Wednesday Twenty- fifth Week in Ordinary Time  
Ezra 9:5-9, Responsorial Psalm TOBIT 13:2, 3-4A, 4BEFGHN, 7-8, Luke 9:1-6 

 

September 23rd Thursday Twenty- fifth Week in Ordinary Time  
Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest 

Haggai 1:1-8, Psalms 149:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6A AND 9B, Luke 9:7-9 
 

September 24th Friday Twenty- fifth Week in Ordinary Time  
Haggai 2:1-9, Psalms 43:1, 2, 3, 4, Luke 9:18-22 

 

September 25th Saturday Twenty- fifth Week in Ordinary Time  

Zechariah 2:5-9, 14-15A, Responsorial Psalm Jeremiah 31:10, 11-12AB, 13
 Luke 9:43B-45 

 

September 26th Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Numbers 11:25-29, Psalms 19:8, 10,12-13,14, James 5:1-6, Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48 
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Please Pray for our sick, our shut-in, and all who are suffering from the scares of 
this Pandemic. And Jesus says, “Let me fill you with My Love. I pray that out of his 
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.”  
 

_______ Ephesians 3:16  
 

 
Richie Allison (son of Sandi Allison-Harris), Joyce Barbour (sister of Audrey Barbour), 
Marian Barbour (mother of Audrey Barbour), Darren Barnes, Briana Brown 
(granddaughter of Robin Kelly), Lester Bryant, Katie Butler, Audrey Caldwell, Vermel 
Thompson-Chichester, Betty Cook (aunt of Wanda Smith), Bro. Jeff Corry, Maurice 
Crump, Nadine and Earl Day, Helen Despertt, Clark James Durand, Thomas Easter, 
Howard Fleming, Patricia Franklin, William Gorham, Mary Greenfield, Renee Gross, 
Antonio “Big Tony” Haggins, Ethel Hale, Betty Hamer (mother of Anna Friday), Delores 
Hatcherson, Audrey Hawkins, Princess Collins (niece of Shirley Hawkins), Kim Jackson, 
Patricia Pickens-James, Margaret Jenkins, Charles Johnson III, Reginald Johnson, 
Sheila Kennedy, Jahan Keys (great nephew of Shirley Hawkins), Inez Matthews, Janet 
Mauceri-McCain, Paul McCloud (Ralph McCloud’s brother), Veronica McKinney, 
Gwendolyn Means, Dorothy Morgan, Mother Kamana Asteria Mukangango (mother of 
Fr. Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s sister), Dennis Patterson (father of 
Denise Wilson, Grandfather of Sheronne Wilson and Great Grandfather of Dylan), 
Angela (Angie) Powell (daughter of Jackie Christian), Jocelyn Reyes, Michelle Whatley-
Seabrooks, Willa Spruill, Yolanda Thomas, Bernadette Trowell, Linus Wade and Family, 
Carol Walker, Sharree Walls, Denise Washington, and Alice Wingate.   
 

How can we pray for you and your family? You can send your request directly to 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact the PLC. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

 

IN MEMORIAM 

Please keep the families of our beloved 
parishioners who have gone home this 

month lifted in prayers. 
 

Marguerite Wade 
(Mother of Linus Wade) 

A celebration of life will be held for Marguerite 
on Saturday, September 18th. Due to capacity 

restrictions, space is limited to family.  The 
viewing will be held at 10am followed by a 

Mass of Christian Burial at 11am.  The service 
will be livestreamed.  Please visit the STA 
website at www.stachurchdc.org under the 

calendar of events for livestream information. 

 

Dorothy Barnes 
(Cousin of Pat Waddell) 

 

They have made their way to this Highway 
to Heaven. We will miss them dearly, but 
we know that they had to go, and we will all 
see them again someday. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
While we cannot personally wish you 
Happy Birthday, we wanted you to know 
that we did not forget! Below is the list of 
birthdays for the fourth week in 
September. 
 

(9/20) Lauren Gilbert , Brittney Thomas 
(9/22) Eunice Wise 

(9/23) Reuben Durand, Clara Pate 
 
 

We thank God for the life He has given us 
in each of you!  

 
If we have not listed your birthday, we 
don’t have it! PLEASE CONTACT the 

Parish Life Center IMMEDIATELY!  
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Wisdom Wednesdays 
Join us each week at 11:00 a.m. as Shirli 
Hughes, STA Director of Worship and Arts 
guides us through the origin of another 
beloved hymn, praise and worship chorus, 
or Gospel song, followed by time for 
discussion and prayer. Check the 
Calendar of Events on the website for 
dial in information. 

Youth Faith Formation is gearing up to 
resume classes early this Fall and need 
teachers to join our team of Catechist. 
Should you like to volunteer or have any 
questions, please contact the Parish Life 
Center at (202) 678-9068 to reach a 
member of the Faith Formation Team, 
Ann Batiste or Pat Waddell.  
 
Parents and teachers let us partner 
together in a faith journey living out the 
scripture, " Train up a child in the way he 
should go; even when he is old, he will 
not depart from it." _____Proverbs 22:6  

 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN & 
ANNOUNCEMENT SUBMISSIONS 

WEDNESDAYS BY 5:00PM SUBMIT TO: 

stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 
 

  

 

 
 
Join the Sodality in praying the 
Rosary each Sunday, at 11:00 
a.m. via free conference. The dial-
in number is 1-602-580-9273. The 
access code is 5360845. When 
dialing in, please mute your 
phone after announcing your 
name.  
 
KEEP UP TO DATE WITH FLOCK NOTE 

 

Missing important STA 
communications? Stay connected 

with the parish by signing up to 
receive email and text messages 

through our Flock Note 
communications tool. 

Sign up at www.stachurchdc.org. 
 
 

 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
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Apple of the Week 

HELP FOR LOUISIANA VICTIMS 

New Orleans Auxiliary Bishop Cheri is 
calling on his St. Teresa Family for 
donations to assist those families recently 
displaced during Hurricane Ida. We are 
currently collecting gift cards for Bishop 
Cheri to distribute to families in need. Gift 
cards of any denomination from Walmart, 
Walgreens, and Visa will be accepted.  
 
Please bring gift card donations to Mass on 
Sunday where there will be a basket in the 
back of church. You can also mail them to 
the Parish Life Center (PLC) at 1401 V 
Street, SE Washington, DC 20020, or drop 
off at the Parish Life Center using the 
secure mailbox. Should you have additional 
questions please contact the PLC at 202-
678-3709. GIVE TO THOSE WHO NEED 
SO MUCH! Thank you in advance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The fountain of staying healthy has 

been eating well, exercising, and taking 

time to heal the body with reflections of 

prayer, meditation, and restful sleep. 

In this season of suffering, sickness, 

and death, there is a science to lead 

the way in caring for one another, 

especially the most vulnerable. Pope 

Francis stresses getting the vaccine as 

a sign of caring for one another in an 

empathic way during this season. 

"By their fruit, you will recognize 
them"  

_____Matt 7:16 

YOUNG M.O.M.S., INC. 
 
MOMS Mission Statement says, “You 
are called to continue M.O.M.S’ mission 
of caring for Families-In-Crisis and 
Networking with other Community 
groups: DC, MD, and VA food banks, 
voter registrations, and marches.”  
For those interested in serving and 
supporting, contact M.O.M.S., Inc., 

Bernadette Trowell, President at 
301-556-7875. 
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CALL FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 

“St. Teresa of Avila is called to be an 
evangelized and evangelizing 
community of believers who bear 
witness to Jesus Christ present in our 
midst…” If you are called to evangelize, 
please consider volunteering to read the 
Parish Vision Statement. You need not 
have experience, only a love for 
proclaiming our Parish Vision. Anyone 
interested please send an 
email to:   
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 
 
Knights of Columbus Scholarship 
Opportunities  
The Maryland State Council of the Knights 
of Columbus is the sponsor of several 
High School scholarships for its members 
and for Catholic Students in general. Click 
the link below for complete details on these 
scholarships and information regarding 
eligibility for scholarship awards. Awards 
may be applied to tuition payments only. 
Application period is from October 1, 
2021, to February 1, 2022. All applications 
must be received in their entirety by the 
Scholarship Committee no later than 
February 1, 2022.  
Scholarship information and application 
information can be found online at 
https://kofc-md.org/high-school-
scholarships/ 
 
 
 

Prayer for Haiti (Novena) 
God of Life...Heavenly Father, we come to 
you being grateful for the gift of life for 
ourselves and our brothers and sisters in 
Haiti. We ask that you move in a mighty 
way to overcome challenges of life and 
death by providing necessary resources 
amid political unrest and devastation due to 
natural disasters. Help us to recognize and 
assist in some way to achieve “quality of 
life” in Haiti. 
 

God of Hope… We come to you asking for 
restoration of   food, shelter, health, peace, 
and unity for the common good of all 
people. 
 

God of Creation… Creator of the 
Universe…. Maker of great and small, 
touch the hearts and hands of us. Let us 
unite our efforts to achieve by caring for 
God’s people with respect and dignity.  
 

God of Love…  Let your love be the driving 
force that compels us to words and actions 
of faith, hope and charity. Lord, we ask you 
to replace any division, malice, discord, or 
greed with love. For in this love, we share 
safety, joy, and victory over evil. 
 

God of Miracle…God, we thank you for 
divine intervention to the ongoing 
challenges that impact the quality of life 
among our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  

______AMEN 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
https://kofc-md.org/high-school-scholarships/
https://kofc-md.org/high-school-scholarships/
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Share is back at Saint Teresa! August 
was our first distribution month, and it was 
successful. Thank you for supporting 
SHARE Ministry. The menu for September 
can be found with this bulletin. If you are 
interested in purchasing any of these 
packages, or if you have questions - please 
contact   Richard at 202-527- 8306 or 
Tawana at 301-351-3645.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are three ways you can pay: 
 

• Online using PushPay  
If you choose to use PushPay, 
please send your receipt of 
payment to the church email 
address along with your selected 
package, purchase request [they 
must match]. 

• Check or money order 
You can place your check and order 
form [noted on menu] in the check 
secure payment box at the Parish 
Life Center 

• In-person  
A member of SHARE will be at the 
PLC on September 13, 2021, at 
10:30AM to take in-person orders 
and payment. 
 

Please get your orders in early. Packages 
will be distributed at the PLC from 
10:00am to 11:00am on September 25th. 
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Join us on our Pilgrimage to where Heaven meets Earth. 
 

                                 
 
 

Group Director: Deacon Leo Flynn 
Spiritual Leader: Msgr. Raymond G. East   

  
  
 
For Additional Information Contact:   
Deacon Leo Flynn at 703-328-4762 Email: leo@theflynnteam.com 
 

  
 
To Register Please Visit: www.pilgrimages.com/dcnflynn 
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