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Msgr. Raymond G. East, Pastor; rayeast@icloud.com; Mobile: 202-355-8888 

 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

 
Sunday 9:30 AM in-person and online 

 
Sunday 11:30 AM in the courtyard between the 

church and the convent 
*Weather permitting* 

 
RECONCILIATION 

 

Monsignor East is available for drive-by 
confessions. Please contact the PLC to schedule a 

time. 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday – Thursday, 10:00 AM – 3:00 PM  
Friday, 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

 

PARISH STAFF 

 
DEACON: Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr. 

whawk39564@aol.com 
 

DEACON: Timothy E. Tilghman 
tilghman13@gmail.com 

 

DIRECTOR OF WORSHIP & ARTS 
Shirli Hughes, shirli.stamusic@gmail.com   

 

SPIRITUAL DIRECTION 
Sis. Anne Marie Schreiner, DC 

(205) 919-0010, srannema@stv.org  
 

PARISH RECEPTIONIST 
Pamelia Council, pcouncil2009@gmail.com  

 
PARISH BOOKKEEPER 

Sister Pauline Oduekila, paulineoduekila@yahoo.fr

 

Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church 
 

1244 V Street SE, Washington, DC 20020-7016 www.stachurchdc.org 
Twinning with our sister parish, St. Antoine, Vieux Bourg and with the Diocese of Jeremie, Haiti, West Indies 
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TODAY’S HOMILY 

“Jesus Teaches us to Pray Always” 
____ Luke 11:1-13 

Good Morning, St. Teresa. Today is the 17th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time. Our weather has been a bit hot but 

some countries in Europe and elsewhere are having  

record breaking highs. Triple-digit temperatures are 

causing wildfires and historic droughts adding to the 

global food crisis. Well-respected scientists in and out 

of government continue to warn everyone about 

global warming and its consequences for all humanity. 

Hopefully, our President and the Congress will give this 

problem the attention and resources it needs. The 

recent mayoral campaign was pretty heated with 

former Mayor Muriel Bowser winning another term. 

Whoever citizens anywhere choose as their next mayor 

or governor; they should do it prayerfully. The same 

thing can be said about the next national elections in 

Fall 2024. Church, my title today is Jesus teaches us to 

pray always. 

 

Our first reading is from the Book of Genesis. “In those 

days, the Lord said: ‘The outcry against Sodom and 

Gomorrah is so great, and their sin so grave, that I must 

go down and see whether or not their actions fully 

correspond to the cry against them that comes to me.” 

As this reading continues, Abraham bargains with God 

not to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah as long as 50, 

then 45, 40, 30, 20, and finally 10 innocent people can 

be found there. Abraham’s intercessory prayers were 

answered because of his persistence.  

His prayers forestalled the destruction of Sodom and 

Gomorrah at least for a time, but then all the 

townspeople tried to attack the two angels God sent 

there to the family of Lot, Abraham’s nephew. Thus, 

God saved the innocent family of Lot but destroyed 

Sodom and Gomorrah because of the sinfulness of the 

remaining inhabitants. Jesus teaches us to pray always. 

 

The Responsorial Psalm is from Psalm 138. “I will give 

thanks to you, O Lord, with all my heart, for you have 

heard the words of my mouth...” Church, God answers 

prayers. St. Monica prayed for her son, Augustine of 

Hippo, until he was baptized at the age of 33. He had 

prepared for Baptism while young but deferred it after 

overcoming a serious illness. Although his pagan father 

converted to Christianity before he died when 

Augustine was about 17, Augustine lived a life of 

dissolution and fathered a son by his mistress. God 

answered his mother’s prayers when Augustine was 

baptized along with his son and some friends a few 

months before Monica’s death. Augustine became a 

priest and then a bishop who defended the Faith 

forcefully through his homilies and his writings. Her 

prayers produced a saint out of a sinner. Jesus teaches 

us to pray always. 
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Today’s Gospel is according to Luke. It says, “Jesus was 

praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, 

one of his disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray 

just as John taught his disciples.’ He said to them, 

‘When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread 

and forgive us our sins for we ourselves forgive 

everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the 

final test.’ ” This version of the Lord’s Prayer from Luke 

is shorter than the one we normally say that comes 

from Matthew 6: 9-13. It is a model we can follow in all 

our prayers, as far as possible. Fr. Pat Smith, now 

pastor of St. Augustine’s, described one such model as 

A.C.T.S. The letters stand for Adoration, Contrition, 

Thanksgiving, and Supplication. We adore God as our 

Loving Creator and even call Him “Father.” As St. Paul 

says in Romans 8: 15, “For you did not receive a spirit 

of slavery to fall back into fear, but you received a spirit 

of adoption, through which we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ ” 

Also, in adoration, we ask that the Father’s Name be 

kept holy. We express thanksgiving that God’s 

Kingdom has come into the world through Jesus. Msgr. 

East once pointed out at Bible Study that Jesus made it 

clear in Luke 4: 18-19 that He came to announce the 

Kingdom of God.  

  

Next, in supplication, we ask for our daily bread. At 

Bible Study, we once discussed what “daily bread” 

might mean. For example, it could be the food or 

material needs we have for today only, since tomorrow 

is not promised to us. Or it might be like the manna 

that the Israelites consumed daily but couldn’t save for 

the next day. Or it might be the grace we need each 

day or even daily reception of the Holy Eucharist. 

Obviously, in contrition, we ask for forgiveness for our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. We 

conclude in supplication again, by asking that we not 

be subjected to the final test. Perhaps the final test is 

why we ask the Virgin Mary to pray for us at the hour 

of our death. Jesus teaches us to pray always. 

  

 

Jesus continues in the Gospel to tell us to persevere in 

our prayer as St. Monica did in hers. “And he said to 

them, ... “  I tell you, if he does not get up to give the 

visitor the loaves because of their friendship, he will 

get up to give him whatever he needs because of his 

persistence. And I tell you, ask and you will receive; 

seek and you will find; knock and the door will be 

opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and 

the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who knocks, 

the door will be opened.”  

  

But then Jesus also says, “If you then, who are wicked, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy 

Spirit to those who ask him?” Thus, Jesus makes it clear 

that God wants to give us the gift of the Holy Spirit. St. 

Paul says in Romans 8: 26-27: “In the same way, the 

Spirit too comes to the aid of our weakness; for we do 

not know how to pray as we ought... And the one who 

searches hearts knows what the intention of the Spirit 

is, because it intercedes for the holy ones according to 

God’s will.” Church, this shows that God answers our 

prayers in accordance with His Perfect Will since He 

alone knows what is best for our salvation and that of 

all humanity. Jesus teaches us to pray always. 

 

As a result, some of our prayers are answered quickly, 

some are answered slowly, and others are not 

answered at all in the way we want. Suppose you are 

at work, and you make a particular suggestion to your 

boss. Your boss may adopt your suggestion right away, 

adopt it later, or not adopt it at all. Or suppose you are 

a player on a team, and you suggest a particular play to 

the coach. He or she may choose to accept the play 

right away or to try it later. It is also possible that the 

play will not be used at all. To make it relevant to 

church, suppose you are in a ministry, and you suggest 

an idea to the head of your ministry. Again, the answer 

can be yes, maybe, or no. It is like that when we pray.  
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The difference is that God knows what we need before 

we ask, whether or not we ask, and God will always 

give us what we need, whatever we might ask for. 

 

Like most parents, I pray for my three children and my 

six grandchildren. I used to pray for specific things for 

each one of my children, like a job or having a child. 

Then I decided that I was presuming that I knew what 

my children needed. Now I just pray for them in 

general and leave the details to God. After all, He 

knows what they need better than I do. Jesus teaches 

us to pray always. 

 

I am sure many of you know that the Sunday readings 

are on a 3-year cycle. So, these same readings occurred 

in 2010 and in 2019 on Sundays I preached. The 

political climate was very different at those times. In 

2010, President Obama was in the second year of his 

first term and trying to enact very different policies 

from those that his successor President Trump 

pursued.  

 

I admired the former as much as I despised his 

successor. Many Americans prayed for President 

Obama but probably the same people didn’t pray for 

President Trump. But we should have prayed for 

Trump because Jesus makes it clear we should pray for 

everyone, even those we view as enemies. To be a real 

Christian, we must love our neighbors as ourselves; 

even neighbors who are malicious, obnoxious, 

ignorant, or devious. Church, we will need to pray for 

President Biden as our country and the world face 

many challenges during his presidency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Augustine once said, “In every place, O Truth, you 

are present to those who seek your help, and at one 

and the same time you answer all, though they seek 

your counsel on different matters. You respond clearly, 

but not everyone hears clearly. All ask what they wish, 

but do not always hear the answer they wish. Your best 

servant is he who is intent not so much on hearing his 

petition answered, as rather on willing whatever he 

hears from you.” Church, Jesus teaches us to pray 

always. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 
_______Deacon Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr. 
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Welcome to Saint Teresa of Avila parish, where we 
recognize and celebrate the joy of the Lord as our 
strength! We are so glad you stopped by to visit us 
today. 
 
We think you will find STA a welcoming community of 
believers filled with the love of Jesus and each other. 
Your presence will allow us to be a friend, make a 
friend, and bring a friend to Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we continue to worship in person, whether fully 
vaccinated or not, Saint Teresa of Avila will practice 
COVID health and safety precautions for all. Each 
week if you plan to attend in-person Mass, to avoid 
any delays in getting into the church house, we ask 
that you complete the online COVID-19 
questionnaire by Saturday 2:00 pm (this includes 
children) or be prepared to complete and sign 
when you arrive. Please click here to complete the 
online questionnaire. 
 
Join us every Sunday online on STA YouTube and 
Facebook Live channels at 9:30 AM.  Visit the 
Archdiocese Website for additional recorded and live-
streamed Masses at  https://adw.org/live-streamed-
masses-and-prayers/. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Mass is held on Sundays at 11:30 AM in the 
courtyard between the church and the convent, 
weather permitting. All are welcome!  
 
All services are livestreamed and in-person! 

Join the Sodality in praying the Rosary Sunday at 
11:00AM via free conference call. The dial-in number is 
1-602-580-9273. The access code is 5360845. When 
dialing in, please mute your phone after announcing your 
name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTENTION!!!   STA high school and college 

students!!! The Sodality 2022 Scholarship Application 
is available on the website— 
www.stachurchdc.org/sodality 

 
Submission deadline is August 21, 2022. The 
committee contact information is listed on the 

application. 

 
 

https://stachurchdc.org/return-to-mass
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
http://www.stachurchdc.org/sodality
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ADMINISTRATION 
Pastoral Council Finance Council 

Parish Staff Communications Committee 
Membership 
 

SERVICE 

Haiti Mission Health Awareness 

Senior Adult Outreach Virginia Morgan 

Memorial Soup Kitchen Mothers on the Move 
Spiritually (M.O.M.S) 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

Eucharistic Ministers Lectors Ministers of 

Hospitality Nurses Environment 
 

WORSHIP & ARTS 

Liturgical Dance Drama Ministry Gospel Choir 

Children & Youth Choir Men's Ensemble 

Women's Ensemble Sisters of Praise 

Instrumental Praise Sight & Sound Ministry 
 

EDUCATION 

Youth Faith Formation Adult Faith Formation 

Faith Links Small Group Bible Study Baptism 
 

COMMUNITY 

Sodality St. Vincent DePaul S.H.A.R.E. Kairos 

Prison Ministry M.O.S.T. (Men of St. Teresa) 

Washington Interfaith Network Cursillo Ultreya 

Teen Club Girl Scouts Boy Scouts 

Bereavement Ministry 
 
 

“Don’t Carry That Cross Alone, He’ll freely carry it 
for you!” 

 

 

July 24th Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Genesis 18:20-32, Psalms 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 

  Colossians 2:12-14, Luke 11:1-13 
 

July 25th,  Monday Seventeenth Week in Ordinary 

Time, Feast of Saint James the Apostle 

2 Corinthians 4:7-15, Psalm 126:1BC-2AB, 2CD-3, 4-5, 6, 

Matthew 20:20-28 
 

July 26th, Tuesday Seventeenth Week in Ordinary 

Time, Memorial of Saints Joachim and Anne, 

Parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Jeremiah 14:17-22, Psalms 79:8, 9, 11 AND 13 

Matthew 13:36-43 
 

July 27th, Wednesday Seventeenth Week in Ordinary  

Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21, Psalms 59:2-3, 4, 10-11, 17, 18 

Matthew 13:44-46  
 

July 28th, Thursday Seventeenth Week in Ordinary   

Jeremiah 18:1-6, Psalms 146:1B-2, 3-4, 5-6AB 

Matthew 13:47-53  
 

July 29th , Friday Seventeenth Week in Ordinary 

Time, Memorial of Saints Martha, Mary, and 

Lazarus 

Jeremiah 26:1-9, Psalm 69:5, 8-10, 14, John Jn 11:19-27 
 

July 30th, Saturday Seventeenth Week in Ordinary 

Time 

Jeremiah 26:1-9, Psalms 69:5, 8-10, 14 

John 11:19-27 or Luke 10:38-42 
 

July 31st, Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23, Psalms 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 

and 17, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11, Luke 12:13-21 
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Please Pray for our sick, our shut-in, and all who are 
suffering from the fears of this Pandemic. And Jesus 
says, “Let me fill you with My Love. I pray that out of his 
glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being.”  
 

_____ Ephesians 3:16 
 

Sandi Allison-Harris, Joyce Barbour (sister of Audrey 
Barbour), Marian Barbour (mother of Audrey Barbour), 
Briana Brown (granddaughter of Robin Kelly), Katie 
Butler, Jimmy Campbell (brother of Donna Bell), 
Vermel Thompson-Chichester, Betty Cook (aunt of 
Wanda Smith), Bro. Jeff Corry, Jackie Christian, 
Maurice Crump, Sr., Nadine Day, Helen Despertt, 
Clark James Durand, Thomas Easter, Ricardo 
Featherstone, Howard Fleming, Parker Flowers, 
Patricia Franklin, Mary Frye, Mary and William 
Gorham, Keith Graham, Jr. (grandson of Ronique 
Jones), Mary Greenfield, Renee Gross, Antonio “Big 
Tony” Haggins, Ethel Hale,  Betty Hamer (mother of 
Anna Friday), Delores Hatcherson, Audrey Hawkins, 
Princess Collins (niece of Shirley Hawkins), Kim 
Jackson, Patricia Pickens-James, Margaret Jenkins, 
Charles Johnson III, Reginald Johnson, Ethel 
Marshall, Mattie Morris, Rita Johnson, Jonnette Jones, 
Sheila Kennedy, Inez Matthews, Janet Mauceri-
McCain, Paul McCloud (Ralph McCloud’s brother), 
Veronica McKinney, Gwendolyn Means, Dorothy 
Morgan, Mattie Morris, Mother Kamana Asteria 
Mukangango (mother of Fr. Didace), Ginny Novak, 
Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s sister), 
Angela (Angie) Powell (daughter of Jackie Christian), 
Jocelyn Reyes, Sis. Anne Marie Schreiner for healing 
and for her sister Patty in transition, Wanda Smith, 
Michelle Whatley-Seabrooks, Stephanie Christian-
Smith, Willa Spruill, Yolanda Thomas, Bernadette 
Trowell, Carol Walker, Jonathan Wallace (son of Mary 
Wallace), Mary Wallace, Sharree Walls, Denise 
Washington, Alice Wingate, Eunice Wise, and Tom 
Young.  
 
How can we pray for you and your family? You 
can send your request directly to:  
 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact 
the PLC. 

While we cannot personally wish you Happy Birthday, 
we wanted you to know that we did not forget! Below is 
the list of birthdays for the last week of July. We thank 
God for the life He has given us in each of you. 

 
(7/24) Patricia  Caldwell 
(7/25) Denise Triplett 

(7/26)Trevor Clarke, Tristian Clarke, and Nicholas
 Mebane 

(7/27) Marian Robinson, Alec E. Metz 
(7/29) Trayvon Williams 

 
If we have not listed your birthday, we do not have 

it! PLEASE CONTACT the Parish Life Center 
IMMEDIATELY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Wednesday mornings at 11:00 AM for 
praise and worship. Each week we come together and 
learn more about the origins of many gospel hymns, 
praise and worship chorus, and Gospel songs, followed 
by time for discussion and prayer. Please check the 
calendar of events on the website for dial in information. 
 

  

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com


HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

IN MEMORIUM 
 

Please keep the families of our beloved parishioners 
who have gone home this month lifted in prayers. 

They have made their way to this Highway to Heaven. 
 

Frances Hall 
(sister of Pat Jenkins) 

 

Henry Leon Lyles Jr. 
(oldest son of Mary Lyles) 

 

Edward Byrd 
(cousin of Pat Waddell) 

 

Rose Taylor 
(sister-in-Christ of Pat Waddell) 

 
We will miss him dearly, but we know that he goes 
before us, and we will see him again. 
 

“Father, grant us the peace and assurance that only 
You can give as we mourn these losses. We know 

that You are the author of life, that every one of Yours 
that leaves this world is coming directly to You. Grant 
those of us who remain here, waiting, watching, and 
trusting in You, the comfort, and strength to go on 

without them.” 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

 
Homegoing for Henry Leon Lyles Jr. 

Memorial 
Saturday, July 30, 2022, at 11:00 AM 

Henson Valley Christian Church 
1900 Tucker Road, Fort Washington,  Maryland 20744 

Repast immediately following. 

 

 

The East of the River Revival will take place this year 

October 3-5, 2022 at St. Luke’s Catholic Church in NE, 

Washington, DC. The Youth Revival will take place 

Saturday, October 1st, location not yet confirmed.  

Any youth in high school who would like to serve on the 

Youth Revival Planning Committee, please contact 

Sharon Daniel at 301-343-1500 for more information. 

STA, let’s represent! 

ERRC Release and Consent Form 
We will be utilizing JotForm, an online form service to 
complete this year's youth participation. The Release 
form is a requirement for the Youth Rally. Please see 
the link below for the Release Form. All forms MUST 
be submitted by Sunday, September 18, 2022. Parents 
will be contacted to join a Information Parent Session 
via Zoom the week of the Youth Rally.  
 
2022 ERRCRelease and Consent Form: 
https://form.jotform.com/221597850839167  
  

 
Homegoing for Frances Hall 

Mass of Christian Burial 
Mount Calvary Catholic Church Forestville , Md 

July 29, 2022 
Viewing: 10:00 - 11:00 am 

Service: 11:00 am 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fform.jotform.com%2F221597850839167&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cb049210c07c54fcf1ce108da668b4ab5%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637935045683189478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8RApHKsnoDg%2FpSEPDngyYQkKSTmrXLLtzU31%2BNoFoNQ%3D&reserved=0
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DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN & ANNOUNCEMENT 
SUBMISSIONS IS WEDNESDAY 
BY 5:00 PM. PLEASE SUBMIT 

 
TO:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Here at STA, we practice “Stewardship” through our 
ministries, liturgies, and outreach, St. Teresa of Avila 
Catholic Church touches the lives of hundreds of 
people in the Washington metropolitan area.  
 
You can help play a special and enduring role in our 
work. Regardless of your situation in life, there are 
multiple ways to support STA — first through your 
prayers but also through the gifts of your time, talents, 
financial resources and treasures. 
  
Thank you for your generous tithes and love offerings. 
There are two easy ways to give: 

 
▪ eGiving: Visit www.stachurchdc.org and click 

on “Tithes and Love Offerings.”    
▪ Drop off or send your donation by mail to the 

Parish Life Center at 1401 V Street, SE, 
Washington, DC 20020.  

 
“St. Teresa of Avila is called to be an evangelized 
and evangelizing community of believers who 
bear witness to Jesus Christ present in our 
midst.” If you are called to evangelize, please 
consider volunteering to read the Parish Vision 
Statement. You need not have experience, only a 
love for proclaiming our Parish Vision.  

Anyone interested please send an email to: 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 

 

Prayer for Haiti (Novena) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 
 

God of Life...Heavenly Father, we come to you being 
grateful for the gift of life for ourselves and our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti. We ask that you move in a mighty 
way to overcome challenges of life and death by 
providing necessary resources amid political unrest 
and devastation due to natural disasters. Help us to 
recognize and assist in some way to achieve “quality of 
life” in Haiti. 
 
God of Hope…We come to you asking for restoration 
of   food, shelter, health, peace, and unity for the 
common good of all people. 
 
God of Love… Let your love be the driving force that 
compels us to words and actions of faith, hope and 
charity. Lord, we ask you to replace any division, 
malice, discord, or greed with love. For in this love, we 
share safety, joy, and victory over evil. 
 

God of Miracles…God, we thank you for divine 
intervention to the ongoing challenges that impact the 
quality of life among our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 
 
 
 
  

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
http://www.stachurchdc.org/
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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