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SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION 
 

______Luke 19:1-10 
 

In therapy, there is a phrase called ‘stages of 
change’  or the Transtheoretical model of change 
designed by James Prochaska, a clinical 
psychologist from Rhode Island in 1983. As he 
describes it, the human goes through a series of 
steps or phases prior to making any significant 
change in their lives. The stages of change are as 
follows: (1) pre-contemplation (no intention to 
change behavior in the foreseeable future), (2) 
contemplation (thinking about possibly making a 
change),  (3) preparation (there is intention to take 
action and some steps have been taken  ), (4) 
action (behavior has been changed for a short 
period of time), (5) maintenance (behavior has 
been changed and continues to be maintained for 
the long term and (6) termination (there is no 
desire to return to the prior negative behaviors).  
 
What stage do you believe Zacchaeus  was in 
when he decided to see Jesus? He had heard 
about him and wanted to ‘see’ him so because he 
was a small man in stature, he ran ahead of the 
crowd to climb a tree so he could get a good look. 
He had no idea what he was about to encounter 
and how his life would change forever when he 
came into the presence of the Lord.  
 

Jesus saw him in the tree and told him to come 
down that he wanted to dine with Zacchaeus in his 
home that very evening. Immediately, Zacchaeus 
began taking action to undo the injustices he had 
previously done. He was willing to give half of his 
belongings to the poor and if he had cheated 
anyone, he was willing to pay back four times as 
much!  
 
Zacchaeus skipped steps 1 – 3 of the ‘stages of 
change’ and went immediately to step 4 which was 
taking real, concrete action. When the presence of 
the Lord is with us, He will assist us in skipping 
many levels in life while others look on and wonder 
and grumble as to how we did this or how we got 
that. Those who looked on as Jesus spoke to 
Zacchaeus grumbled ‘this man has gone as a 
guest to the home of a sinner.’ They too had no 
idea the plan of Jesus to move Zacchaeus from 
precontemplation straight to action as He entered 
his presence and into dialogue with him. 
 
The presence of the Lord moves us through life if 
we listen and act as he speaks to our spirits. The 
PRESENCE OF THE LORD IS HERE ! 
 

S. J. Daniel, MSW,LICSW 
Member, St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church



 

HOMILY 
Good Morning, St. Teresa. Today is the 31st Sunday in 

Ordinary Time. As you may or may not know, Deacon 

Tim was recently hospitalized, and we continue to keep 

him, and his family lifted up in prayer. We know that all 

creation is held in God’s loving Hands, and He will bring 

about the best outcome for us all. Church, I am sure 

you are familiar with this song: 

Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
I'm living this moment because of You. 
I want to thank You and praise You too. 

Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
 

So, my title today is God’s grace and mercy will bring 

us through. 

The first reading is from the Book of Wisdom. “Before 

the Lord, the whole universe is as a grain from a 

balance, or a drop of morning dew come down upon 

the earth. But you have mercy on all, because you can 

do all things; and you overlook people’s sins that they 

may repent... Therefore, you rebuke offenders little by 

little, warn them and remind them of the sins they are 

committing, that they may abandon their wickedness 

and believe in you, O Lord!” 

Church, we are all familiar with the story of Jonah and 

the whale. God told Jonah to preach repentance to the 

Ninevites, the traditional enemies of Israel, who were 

living in a sinful manner. Jonah didn’t want them to be 

forgiven so he tried to run away from the task that God 

had given him. He got punished by spending three days 

in the belly of the whale and then he followed God’s 

command. The Ninevites repented and were forgiven 

just as Jonah had feared. Church, we always want God 

to forgive us our sins, but we don’t really want Him to 

forgive the sins of our enemies. But God wants all of us 

to be saved, even our enemies.  

Jesus made this clear in the Our Father when He taught 

us to say, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 

those who trespass against us.” God’s grace and mercy 

will bring us through. 

The Responsorial is from Psalm 145. “I will praise 

your name for ever, my king and my God... The Lord 

is good to all and compassionate toward all his 

works... The Lord lifts up all who are falling and 

raises up all who are bowed down.” Church, if you 

really want to see how hard it can be to forgive 

someone, just get cheated. I hate to say it, but people 

seem to be on their worst behavior after somebody 

dies.  

When my mother’s stepmother passed, her relatives 

swooped down on my grandfather’s house like so many 

vultures and picked over her furniture. And we all know 

about circumstances where one heir cheated the 

others. My closest friend has said to me that the 

advantage of being an only child is not having to fight 

with siblings over the estate. If you don’t want your 

children to fight over who gets what after you pass, you 

better make a will and give everybody a copy. God’s 

grace and mercy will bring us through. 

Today’s Gospel is from St. Luke. “Now a man there 

named Zacchaeus, who was a chief tax collector 

and also a wealthy man, was seeking to see who 

Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the 

crowd, for he was short in stature... When he 

reached the place, Jesus looked up and said, 

‘Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must 

stay at your house...’ But Zacchaeus stood there 

and said to the Lord, ‘Behold, half of my 

possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I 

have extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it 

four times over.’ And Jesus said to him, ‘Today 

salvation has come to this house... For the Son of 

Man has come to seek and to save what was lost.” 

Church, tax collectors were hated by the Jewish people 

for two reasons. First, they collected taxes for the 

Roman occupiers and, second, they cheated those 

paying the taxes by overcharging them. So, you can 

see why they were ostracized from the Temple and 

Jewish society. But Zacchaeus wants the Mercy of God 

just like we do. So, he sought forgiveness and promised 

to make recompense for his sins. None of the 

bystanders wanted Jesus to forgive Him. But God is not 

going to punish any of us, no matter how grievous our 

sins, if we repent. 
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In his prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy from the 

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on December 

8, 2015 to the last Sunday of the Church year, the 

Solemnity of Christ the King on November 20, 2016, 

Pope Francis said: “Lord Jesus Christ, you have 

taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 

Show your face and we will be saved. Your loving 

gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being 

enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene 

from seeking happiness only in created things; 

made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured 

Paradise to the repentant thief.” Church, God’s 

grace, and mercy will bring us through. 

When we have sinned, we can seek God’s forgiveness 

through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This 

sacrament is a wonderful gift. Not only do we receive 

forgiveness for our sins when Christ, acting through the 

person of the priest, gives us absolution but we can be 

assured that the priest will never tell anyone, under any 

circumstances, what we confessed. The seal of 

Confession binds the priest under pain of 

excommunication.  

He cannot even go to court and admit that he heard 

your confession. In the old days, when I was young, we 

used to go to Confession every Saturday afternoon. I 

used to really hate Saturdays for that very reason.  

 

 

 

As I now go monthly to Confession with my spiritual 

director, I have come to understand that it was my pride 

that kept me from wanting to admit, even to God, that I 

was not perfect. Also, I didn’t want to face up to my 

sinfulness.  

Well, just like the first step in Alcoholics Anonymous is 

to admit that one is an alcoholic, the first step in getting 

on the road to a more Christian life is to admit that one 

is a sinner. While I’m not proud to admit it, Church, I am 

a sinner. The only hope I have for redemption is the 

love and mercy of God. 

Our problems in this life stem from things we foolishly 

do to ourselves and things that God allows to happen 

to us. We are always asking why bad things happen to 

good people, in general. And in particular, why do bad 

things happen to me? All religions and philosophies 

grapple with these questions. Christianity has the 

answer. Matthew 7: 25 and 27 says that the rains fall, 

the winds blow and buffet all our houses. That is just 

the way of this imperfect world. But those who not only 

listen to the words of Jesus, but also act on them, have 

built their houses on solid rock and no matter what 

happens, their houses will not collapse. As St. Paul 

says in Romans 8: 38-39, “For I am convinced that 

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor present things, nor future things, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

creature will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
I'm living this moment because of You. 
I want to thank You and praise You too. 

Your grace and mercy brought me through. 
 

Church, God’s grace, and mercy will bring us through. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

_____ Dr. William A. Hawkins, Jr., Deacon 
Saint Teresa of Avila Catholic Church 

 

 

 

 



AMINISTRATION 

Pastoral Council Finance Council 

Parish Staff Communications Committee 
Membership 
 
 

SERVICE 

Haiti Mission Health Awareness 

Senior Adult Outreach Virginia Morgan 

Memorial Soup Kitchen Mothers on the Move 
Spiritually (M.O.M.S) 
 
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES 

Eucharistic Ministers Lectors Ministers of 

Hospitality Nurses Environment 
 
 

WORSHIP & ARTS 

Praise Ensemble Liturgical Dance Mime Sight 

& Sound Ministry 
 
 
 

EDUCATION 

Youth Faith Formation Adult Faith Formation 

Faith Links Small Group Bible Study Baptism 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY 

Sodality St. Vincent DePaul S.H.A.R.E. Kairos 

Prison Ministry M.O.S.T. (Men of St. Teresa) 
Washington Interfaith Network Cursillo Ultreya 

Teen Club Girl Scouts Boy Scouts 
Bereavement Ministry 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

October 30th  Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Wisdom 11:22-12:2, Psalms 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14 
2 Thessalonians 1:11-2:2, Luke 19:1-10 

 

 

October 31st
,  Monday Thirty-first Week in Ordinary 

Time 

Philippians 2:1-4, Psalms 131:1BCDE, 2, 3, Luke 14:12-14 
 

 

November 1st, Tuesday Solemnity of All Saints 

Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14, Psalms 24:1BC-2, 3-4AB, 5-6 

1 John 3:1-3, Matthew 5:1-12A 
 

 

November 2nd, Wednesday All Souls Day, The 

Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 

Wisdom 3:1-9,  Psalms 23:1-3A, 3B-4, 5, 6, Romans 6:3-9 

or Romans 5:5-11 , John 6:37-40 
 

 

November 3rd, Thursday Thirty-first Week in 

Ordinary Time 

Philippians 3:3-8A, Psalms 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 , Luke 15:1-10 
 

 

November 4th, Friday Thirty-first Week in Ordinary 

Memorial of Saint Charles Borromeo, Bishop  

Philippians 3:17-4:1, Psalms 122:1-2, 3-4AB, 4CD-5 

Luke 16:1-8 
 

 

November 5th, Saturday Thirty-first Week in 

Ordinary Time 

Philippians 4:10-19, Psalms 112:1B-2, 5-6, 8A and 9 

Luke 16:9-15 
 

November 6th  Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary 

Time  

2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14, Psalms 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15 
2 Thessalonians 2:16-3:5, Luke 20:27-38 
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Please Pray for our sick, our shut-in, and all who 
are suffering from the fears of this Pandemic. And 
Jesus says, “Let me fill you with My Love. I pray that 
out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being.”  

_____ Ephesians 3:16 
 
Sandi Allison-Harris, Joyce Barbour (sister of Audrey 
Barbour), Marian Barbour (mother of Audrey 
Barbour), Briana Brown (granddaughter of Robin 
Kelly), Jimmy Campbell (brother of Donna Bell), 
Vermel Thompson-Chichester (now at Cadia 
Healthcare Rehabilitation Center, 4922 Lasalle Rd 
Hyattsville MD 20782 visitors welcome), Betty Cook 
(aunt of Wanda Smith), Bro. Jeff Corry, Jackie 
Christian, Maurice Crump, Sr., Helen Despertt, Ruth 
Dixon, Clark James Durand, Thomas Easter, Ricardo 
Featherstone, Howard Fleming, Parker Flowers, 
Patricia Franklin, Mary Frye, Mary Gorham, Keith 
Graham, Jr. (grandson of Ronique Jones), Mary 
Greenfield, Renee Gross, Antonio “Big Tony” 
Haggins, Ethel Hale,  Betty Hamer (mother of Anna 
Friday), Delores Hatcherson, Audrey Hawkins, 
Princess Collins (niece of Shirley Hawkins), Henrietta 
Hill (aunt of Barbara and Kevin Hill), Mykah Howard, 
Kim Jackson, Patricia Pickens-James, Margaret 
Jenkins, Charles Johnson III, Reginald Johnson, Rita 
Johnson, Jonnette Jones, Sheila Kennedy, Inez 
Matthews, Janet Mauceri-McCain, Paul McCloud 
(Ralph McCloud’s brother), Veronica McKinney, 
Gwendolyn Means, Dorothy Morgan, Mattie Morris, 
Mother Kamana Asteria Mukangango (mother of Fr. 
Didace), Vivian Parker (Sister Marie Bernadette’s 
sister), Angela (Angie) Powell (daughter of Jackie 
Christian), Jocelyn Reyes, Wanda Smith, Michelle 
Whatley-Seabrooks, Stephanie Christian-Smith, 
Willa Spruill, Frieda Stanley, Deacon Tim Tilghman, 
Yolanda Thomas, Bernadette Trowell, Carol Walker, 
Jonathan Wallace (son of Mary Wallace), Mary 
Wallace, Sharree Walls, Denise Washington, Joanne 
Washington,  Stephen (Tony) Whatley (brother of 
Michelle Whatley-Seabrooks and Jackie Christian 
has been a with stage 3-4 lung cancer), Alice 
Wingate, Eunice Wise, Tony Yorkshire, and Tom 
Young. 
 
How can we pray for you and your family? You 
can send your request directly to:  
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com or contact 
the PLC.  

Prayer for Haiti (Novena) 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

 

God of Life...Heavenly Father, we come to you being 
grateful for the gift of life for ourselves and our brothers 
and sisters in Haiti. We ask that you move in a mighty 
way to overcome challenges of life and death by 
providing necessary resources amid political unrest 
and devastation due to natural disasters. Help us to 
recognize and assist in some way to achieve “quality of 
life” in Haiti. 
 
God of Hope…We come to you asking for restoration 
of   food, shelter, health, peace, and unity for the 
common good of all people. 
 
God of Love… Let your love be the driving force that 
compels us to words and actions of faith, hope and 
charity. Lord, we ask you to replace any division, 
malice, discord, or greed with love. For in this love, we 
share safety, joy, and victory over evil. 
 

God of Miracles…God, we thank you for divine 
intervention to the ongoing challenges that impact the 
quality of life among our brothers and sisters in Haiti. 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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Welcome to Saint Teresa of Avila parish, where we 
recognize and celebrate the joy of the Lord as our 
strength! We are so glad you stopped by to visit us 
today. 
 
We think you will find STA a welcoming community of 
believers filled with the love of Jesus and each other. 
Your presence will allow us to be a friend, make a 
friend, and bring a friend to Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As we continue to worship in person, whether fully 
vaccinated or not, Saint Teresa of Avila will practice 
COVID health and safety precautions for all. Each week 
if you plan to attend in-person Mass, to avoid any 
delays in getting into the church house, we ask that you 
complete the online COVID-19 questionnaire by 
Saturday 2:00 pm (this includes children) or be 
prepared to complete and sign when you arrive. 
Please click here to complete the online questionnaire. 
 
Join us every Sunday online on STA YouTube and 
Facebook Live channels at 9:30 AM.  Visit the 
Archdiocese Website for additional recorded and live-
streamed Masses at  https://adw.org/live-streamed-
masses-and-prayers/. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Mass is held on Sundays at 11:30 AM in the 
courtyard between the church and the convent, 
weather permitting. All are welcome!  
 

All services are livestreamed and in-person! 

Join the Sodality in 
praying the Rosary 
Sunday at 11:00AM via 
free conference call. The 
dial-in number is 1-720-
843-2420. The access 
code is 5360845. When 
dialing in, please mute 
your phone after 
announcing your name. 

 

“Pray for Peace” Join the Council of Catholic 

Women-Archdiocese of Washington as we pray for 

peace in our communities. Horrible mass shootings 

and violence in our communities tear at the heart of 

humanity. Let us come together in praying the Rosary 

for love and peace, starting this Monday, October 

31, 2022 and concluding on Tuesday, November 1, 

2022 “All Souls Day”, to bring peace to every heart 

and mind. Please sign up by clicking on the link--

Rosary for Peace in Our Communities--and selecting a 

30-minute slot(s) to pray the Rosary and any other 

prayers of your choosing. We hope you will join our 

efforts.  

For more information about CCW-ADW's Peace 

Builders Committee and its initiatives, please contact 

us at archdioceseccw@gmail.com  or check out our 

website at https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-

adw.com/ 

 

During the months of November and December, 
Wisdom Wednesday will meet at 1:00PM. We will 
resume our normal time in January 2023. Each week 
we come together and learn more about the origins of 
many gospel hymns, praise and worship chorus, and 
Gospel songs, followed by time for discussion and 
prayer.  
 
Please check the calendar of events on the website for 
dial in information. 
 

https://stachurchdc.org/return-to-mass
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCU_JvHYyKBB_kGNO7Q29vBw
https://www.facebook.com/stachurchdc
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
https://adw.org/live-streamed-masses-and-prayers/
https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com/
https://www.councilofcatholicwomen-adw.com/
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Here at STA, we practice 
Stewardship” through our 
ministries, liturgies, and 
outreach, St. Teresa of 
Avila Catholic Church 
touches the lives of 
hundreds of people in the 
Washington metropolitan 
area. You can help play a 
special and enduring role in 

our work. Regardless of your situation in life, there are 
multiple ways to support STA — first through your 
prayers but also through the gifts of your time, talents, 
financial resources and treasures. 
 

Thank you for your generous tithes and love 
offerings. There are two easy ways to give: 
 

▪ eGiving: Visit www.stachurchdc.org and click 
on “Tithes and Love Offerings.”    

▪ Drop off or send your donation by mail to the 
Parish Life Center at 1401 V Street, SE, 
Washington, DC 20020.  

 

DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN & ANNOUNCEMENT 
SUBMISSIONS IS WEDNESDAY 
BY 5:00 PM. PLEASE SUBMIT 

TO:  stachurchcommunications@gmail.com 
 

Apple of the Month 

Last change to bring your unwanted medications to the 
church and dispose of them in the box at the back of 
the church, or you may want to take your old 
medicines to a pharmacy, CVS, or Walgreens for 
proper disposal, by October 30, 2022. 

Robin  
Health Minister 

  

While we cannot personally wish you Happy 
Birthday, we wanted you to know that we did 
not forget! Below is the list of birthdays for the 
Last Week of October – First Week in 
November! We thank God for the life He has 
given us in each of you. 
 

(10/30) Mira Hairston-Sims, Denia Woody 
(10/31) Ethel Holland-Johnson 

(11/2) Jermanni Stewart 
(11/3) Ralph McCloud, Mattie Morris 

(11/4) Aaron Coates 
(11/5) Olga Gilbert and Denise R. Johnson 

 
If we have not listed your birthday, we do not 
have it! PLEASE CONTACT the Parish Life 
Center IMMEDIATELY! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stachurchdc.org/
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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HIGHWAY TO HEAVEN 

IN MEMORIUM 
 

Please keep the families of our beloved parishioners 
who have gone home this month lifted in prayers. 

They have made their way to this Highway to Heaven. 

 
Charles M. Johnson, III 

(Grandson of Patricia smith  and Shirley Johnson) 
 

Livia Jackson  
(Aunt of Doney Olivieri) 

 
 

We will miss them dearly, but we know that they go 
before us, and we will see them again. 
 

“Father, grant us the peace and assurance that only 
You can give as we mourn these losses. We know 

that You are the author of life, that every one of Yours 
that leaves this world is coming directly to You. Grant 
those of us who remain here, waiting, watching, and 
trusting in You, the comfort, and strength to go on 

without them.” 
 

Amen, Amen, Amen 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“St. Teresa of Avila is called to be an evangelized 
and evangelizing community of believers who bear 
witness to Jesus Christ present in our midst.” If you 
are called to evangelize, please consider volunteering 
to read the Parish Vision Statement. You need not have 
experience, only a love for proclaiming our Parish 
Vision. Anyone interested please send an email to: 
stachurchcommunications@gmail.com. 
 
 

Wanted for the 

Josephite Seminarians 
 
Men’s Bikes in exceptionally good condition, they 
can be used but good condition. For further 
information, please contact Sister Anne Marie 
Schreiner 205-919-0010! 
 
 

National Institute of Health is looking for a few 

women to participate in a research study about stress 
and health behaviors. You will receive a fit bit and other 
compensation. For additional information, you can 800-
441-1222, or Valerie Mitchell, Community Outreach 
Research Coordinator, at 301-827-4981. 
 

Notice to all Heads of 

Ministries 
 

Another reminder! If your ministry is using the 
church or Parish Life Center for any meetings or 
events, it MUST be put on the Master Parish Calendar. 
Heads of Ministries please send your calendar 
requests to the Parish office.  
    
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stachurchcommunications@gmail.com
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