
St. John the Evangelist Church 
A Pennsylvania Charitable Trust — Diocese of Greensburg 

306 St. John Drive — Latrobe, PA 15650 — 724-537-8909 
 

 

The Reverend Richard J. Kosisko, Administrator       

The Reverend William G. Berkey, Pastor 

The Reverend John M. Foriska, Senior Priest Active 
 

MASS TIMES:  Saturday:  5:00 pm — Sunday:  8:30 am 

    Weekday:  Monday & Friday:  8:30 am 

Confessions: 1st, 3rd, 5th Saturday: 11:30 am 

Office Hours:  Monday and Wednesday 9 am to 4 pm                               

            Tuesday 10 am to 2 pm 

Tammy Richards, Secretary 

Tracy Otto, Business Manager 

Anita Wright, Facilitator, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 

Teresa Tallarico, Principal, Christ the Divine Teacher School 

Find us on Facebook:  stjohnandstroselatrobe 

Website:  stjohnandstroselatrobe.org 

 

+ Mass Intentions + 
 

Saturday, December 10  Mike & Vickie Stynchula 
    (Ed & Karen Stynchula) 
 

Sunday, December 11  Ed Cackowski 
    (Jane Rebtoy)   

Monday, December 12  Bill & Mary Scavnicky 
    (Daughter) 
 
 

Friday, December 16  Kristen Wible 
    (Pat Darbous) 
 

Saturday, December 17  Patricia Hajas 
    (Husband, Ken and Sons)    

Sunday, December 18           Guskiewicz &  
         McDonogh Families 
    (Donna  & Family) 

Prayer Requests 
 

Steve Shiller, Andy Noel, Sandy Panichella,  
Catherine Miller, Nancy Seaton, Eric, Diana Pavick, 

Bernadette Ballash, Fr. Bill, Tom Petrini, Fr. Joe Rielage,  
Ron & Helen Lekawa, Ruby Rhodes, Bill & Janet Franks,  
Carl Grejtak, Joseph LaBuda 
 

We pray for all our homebound and hospitalized parishioners and for 
those who need physical, spiritual and mental healing. 

 

The Sanctuary Candle burns this week   
in Loving Memory of Annie DeCesaris 

by Cathie & Dom Camarote  

  
December 11, 

2022 
 

 

 

 

Do you wish to receive a bulletin via e-mail or “snail” mail?  
Please call the parish office to request either.  Thank you! 

Would like to become a member of St. John the Evangelist Church?   
Please call the parish office to request a registration form or  

email Tammy at trichards@dioceseofgreensburg.org 
 

Please notify the parish office of any changes to your address,  
phone number & other important changes or needs you may have,   

i.e., sacraments, ride to Mass, etc.  Thank you! 

 

Prayer for Eucharistic Revival 
Lord Jesus, You are the living bread who satisfies the 

hungers of the human heart. In the Eucharist, the bread 

and wine become Your Body and Blood, the 

gift of Yourself to the Church. Deepen our faith 

in Your Eucharistic presence and strengthen us 

as members of the Church, the Body of Christ.  

As we encounter and revere Your Eucharistic 

presence, open us to the needs of our brothers 

and sisters here and everywhere throughout the world. 

Help us to reveal Your love, Your promise, Your presence 

to them by our lives and in all we say and do. Amen.  
LATROBE FOOD PANTRY  

(in conjunction with the Latrobe Ministerial Association   
and the Westmoreland County Food Bank) 
For the months of (November and) December we will be collecting  
ONLY DISH SOAP. You may leave your contributions in the  
the Bride's Room across from the restrooms at St. John any time the 
church is open. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  
For more info or questions, please call 724-537-5484. 

RACM New Year Get Together 
Sunday, January 8 at 3:30 pm — DeNunzio’s  

 Arnold Palmer Regional Airport 

A modified menu will be offered with a choice of….             
ravioli,  grilled chicken salad, fish sandwich, grilled salmon or 

chicken romano.  A flyer with complete information is 
available in the Bride’s Room of the church.   

To make a reservation for yourself and a guest,                                    
please call Pat at 724-539-9500 by Tuesday, January 3.                                    

Thank you and we hope to see you! 

 

….will have a planning meeting in the Parish Hall  
THIS Sunday after the 8:30 a.m. Mass! 

 

Please come to share your ideas.   

Bingo experience appreciated, but not required!  

(Volunteers must have updated clearances.) 

We hope to see you! 
 

Mark your Calendars! 
 

December 27:   Reception for St. John’s Day after Mass 
January, 2023:   BINGO (exact date to be determined) 
May 6, 2023:   Craft and Vendor Show 
June 10, 2023:   Pot Luck 

Stay tuned for more deails! 

J OY 

Baby Jesus Blessing —December 17  &  18 
Please join in on a new tradition!   

Bring your nativity’s Baby Jesus to church for 

a special blessing during one of the above 

weekend Masses.  A table will be set near                 

          the altar for you to place your Baby Jesus.   

When Mass is over, you may take Him home with you!   

 

Oplatki (O-pwaht-kee)  

is now available for your Christmas traditions.  A small 

donation is welcome for each envelope and will be 

available after all weekend Masses.  You may visit the 

parish office any Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday for 

your oplatki. Please enjoy reading about the traditions of 

oplatki on the back of the bulletin.   

 

 St. John Boosters 

Upcoming Mass Times 
  

 December 24:  10 pm  Christmas Vigil 

 December 25:  9:30 am Christmas Day  

 December 27:  6 pm  Feast of St. John 



 

CRS Spotlight —  Communities are so full of strength, even 
during difficult times. In Liberia, Ma-Korto Clarke had a 
business selling charcoal until a flash flood wiped out her 

entire inventory. While she’s working hard to start up again, 
cash from CRS allows her to feed her family. 
Visit www.crs.org to see how you can help! 

 
 

“My grandchildren have food to eat for now while I look for 
ways to rebuild my business.”  Ma-Korto Clarke, Libenia 

For more happenings & resources, visit:  

+ Prayer for Vocations + 
Lord, You told us that “The harvest indeed is great but 
the laborers are few.” Pray, therefore, the Lord of the 
harvest to send laborers into his fields.” We ask you to 
strengthen us as we follow the vocation to which You 
have called us. We pray particularly for those called to 
serve as priests, sisters, brothers and deacons:   
Those whom You have called, Those You are calling now, Those You 
will call in the future. May they be open and responsive to the call of 
serving Your people. We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

Treasure — Weekend of December 3/4, 2022 

Attendance:  Saturday:  55 Sunday:  61 
Envelopes Collected:  90 

Income:    $ 5487       
Budget:     $ 6624          Difference:  (-1137)  

Offertory      4365 

Maintenance       237 

School         65 

Thanksgiving           5 

Christmas       150 

Immaculate Conception       118 

All Saints         55 

Children & Family Services         40 

Retired Religious         25 

CRS           5 

Christmas Flowers       377 

Loose:           20 

Votives:         25  

 Servants of Divine Mercy Ministry 
 

A Ministry of Prayer for the Sick and Dying 
 

Do you have a loved one who is sick or near the  
end of life? Our Lord’s Mission to proclaim His 
message of Divine Mercy is that His Mercy is 

greater than our sins, and that we are to ask for and trust in  
His Mercy especially at the hour of our death. We welcome 
the opportunity to pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy either at 
the bedside of the sick and dying, or from our homes.  
To make arrangements, please contact Karen at 724-600-5007  
or kstynchula@msn.com. 

 

ADVENT  
Regional Penance Services—

beginning at 7 pm 
 
 

Dec. 12:  St. James  
New Alexandria 

 

Dec. 13:  St. Rose 
Latrobe 

 

Dec. 14:  St. Joseph 
Derry 

 

Dec. 15:  St. Bartholomew 
Crabtree 

 

Dec. 19:  St John 
Latrobe 

HOLY FAMILY CHURCH MASS TIMES 
 

Daily Mass M-F:  8 am 
Saturday Vigil:   4:30 pm 
Sunday:   8 am, 10:30 am, 1 pm (Latin) 
  6 pm (Regional) 
 

Feast of the Nativity 
December 24:   4:30 pm, 8 pm. Midnight 
December 25:   8 am, 10:30 am, 1 p.m. (Latin) 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
December 31:   4:30 pm 
January 1:   10:30 am, 1 pm (Latin) 
 

Confessions:  Saturdays 3 pm or by Appointment 

 

Polish Wigilia (vih-gil-ya) Dec. 16 in Uniontown 
The Polish Heritage Club will host an authentic  

Polish Wigilia (Christmas Eve dinner) Friday, Dec. 16,  
          at 6 p.m. at the Uniontown Polish Club.  

Door prizes, basket auctions and a 50/50 raffle are planned.  
For information or reservations, call 724-438-1036. 

“The Accent On-Air: The Symbols of Christmas,”  
explores the popular symbols of Christmas, including St. Nicholas, 
one of the most recognizable figures in the world! 
Bishop Larry J. Kulick talks about his visit to the Vatican, his audience 
with Pope Francis and the importance of the gift of the Eucharist. 
Plus, learn about the meaning behind the Christmas decorations in 
your home; the wreath, Christmas tree and luminary lights are all 
steeped in symbolism. Bells will be ringing this season as churches 
across the Diocese join together to ring church bells as a reminder to 
many to celebrate the birth of our Savior.  And Bishop Kulick is back 
in the kitchen with a traditional Slovak Christmas Eve soup.  
“The Accent On-Air” is always on at TheAccentOnline.org 

Did you know…? 
 

The tradition of the Oplatki originated in Poland during Early 
Christian times. This Christmas Custom began with a simple white 
wafer, baked from flour and water. The wafers are wonderfully 
designed to display Christmas images, such as the Nativity.  
HOW TO CELEBRATE THE OPLATKI TRADITION  The Oplatki are 
enjoyed by families, typically right before the Christmas Eve meal. 
The entire family will gather around the table with the 
Oplatek.  Generally the eldest member of the family will begin the 
ritual by breaking off a piece of the wafer and passing it to another 
family member with a blessing.  This blessing can simply consist of 
what you desire for your loved one in the upcoming year – 
whether it be good health, success, or happiness. The purpose of 
this act is primarily to express ones unconditional love and 
forgiveness for each member of his or her family. 
THE SYMBOLISM  The significance of the Oplatki Christmas wafer is 
in that it shadows the Eucharistic meal that Catholics participate in 
at each Mass.  Just as we share in the Eucharist as one family in 
Christ and receive Christ’s love through the Eucharist, the Oplatki 
allows for one’s immediate family to come together and share the 
love they have for one another.  This symbolism is deepened by 
the fact that the name of the town where Jesus Christ was born, 
Bethlehem, means "House of Bread," which makes the Oplatki 
tradition an especially beautiful way to celebrate the charity and 
unity so characteristic of the Christmas season.during the 
Christmas season. YES, EVEN FOR FAMILY PETS!  Although this 
tradition is primarily enjoyed by the human members of the 
family, even the family pets can partake in this meal. Traditionally, 
this corresponds to the animals that were the first to greet Christ 
at his birth. In current times, this can also represent the important 
role that pets play in the family.  Whereas the wafers are generally 
white in color, there are colored Oplatki made especially for pets 
(although both colors are eaten by both pets and owners).    
A SYMBOL OF FAMILY UNITY  The Oplatki tradition is one that 
is easy, fun, and deeply meaningful to introduce to the family 
anytime during the long Christmas season.  All it requires is a 
simple wafer paired with love and affection, and the willingness to 
share it.  This is a heartwarming tradition that will complete your 
family’s time together. 

St. Paul Church, Greensburg, Presents…. 
 

“The Reason for the Season” 
 

December 18th, 7-9 pm, Open to All, No Charge! 
Experience a rockin’ way to witness the true love of  

Christmas through a classic Christmas  
concert performance by B.E. Taylor!   

Originally performed at Heinz Hall in Pittsburgh, this concert 
has become a family tradition for thousands.  The concert will 

be REPLAYED in life-size theatre quality, sound and video!  
  

Surely an evening to remember!  (Doors open at 6)

Be patient, brothers & sisters until the coming 
of the Lord.  See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient with it 

until it receives the early & late rains.  

You too  

must be 
patient. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.crs.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTRichards%40dioceseofgreensburg.org%7C90fa8a06aa284291ce9708dad87450ec%7C0d053169069f4b0d9812ae9a9f652d46%7C0%7C0%7C638060291796790056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWI
https://www.catholiccompany.com/white-pink-oplatki-christmas-wafers-i20247/

