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ST PETER CLAVER, SJ 
On September 09, 2021 we celebrated the Feast Day of St. Peter Claver. St. Peter 

Claver, was a Spanish, Jesuit Priest who ministered to African slaves for 40 years in 

Cartagena, Columbia. He was canonized by Pope Leo XIII, who in 1896 proclaimed 

him patron of all Roman Catholic missions to African peoples. St Peter Claver is also 

the patron saint of those in slavery and the Republic of Colombia. He is the saint 

who lends his name to the Knights and Ladies of St Peter Claver. The Knights of 

Peter Claver, Inc. is the largest African-American Catholic lay organization in the 

United States. The Order was founded in Mobile, Alabama and is presently head-

quartered in New Orleans.  

ST BERNADETTE POLLING PLACE 
Please be advised St Bernadette Hall is a designated polling place for the Recall 

Election. The Election Board has reserved the hall from September 08 - 17, 2021. 

Voters in Los Angeles County have the option to cast their ballot in-person at a par-

ticipating Vote Center or by mail. Vote Centers provide  modern features to make 

voting safe, easy, and convenient. Vote Centers also serve as a Vote by Mail Ballot 

Drop Box location – no need to wait, simply drop off your voted ballot at the front.  

Safe In-Person Voting                                                                                                            

Your health and safety is our priority. Vote Centers will follow public health and 

safety guidelines related to COVID-19, such as: 

 Voters wearing face masks while in line or voting (masks will be made available 
if needed) 

 Wiping and sanitizing all surfaces and Ballot Marking Devices after each voter 

 Social distancing 
 
 Election Workers wearing protective gloves and masks 
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KEY DATES  TO REMEMBER 

 Apparition of Our Lady of Lourdes 
1858 

 St Bernadette’s Feast Day April 16 

 Church Established                    
April 28, 1947 

 First Mass Celebrated     August 25, 
1947 

 Church Dedicated 1960 

 75th Anniversary April 28, 2022 



“Faith is taking the first step, even when you don’t see the whole        
staircase.” ~ Dr. Martin Luther King Junior 

 

Here are some excellent reasons: 

 To experience Christ’s love firsthand. Jesus forgave sin. He con-
tinues to do so today through his Church and his representatives—
bishops and priests—to whom he gave power to forgive in his 
name: “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins 
you retain are retained” (Jn 20:23). It is very human to want assur-
ance of love and forgiveness when we have sinned, and repented. 
Jesus left us a great sign of love to lift our burdens and comfort us. 
 
 To tell the truth about ourselves. We all sin. We carry guilt. The 
New Testament instructs: “If we say, ‘We are without sin,’ we de-
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we acknowledge our 
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from every wrongdoing” (1 Jn 1:8-9).  
 
 To reconcile with others. Sin is never an isolated affair. It alien-
ates a person from God, self, and others. We are a family. We are 
the body of Christ. When one members sins, other members of the 
body suffer. Confession acknowledges we need to reconcile our-
selves to God and to our Christian brothers and sisters as well, 
those we have harmed by being less than what we should be. The 
sacrament of Reconciliation heals sinfulness, repairs relationships 
with the Christian community, and challenges us to transform the 
sinful world in which I live. 
 
 To grow in holiness. Reconciliation intensifies our love of Jesus. It 
gives us a more sensitive conscience, so we can look at reality with 
the eyes of Christ. Confession can counteract spiritual laziness and 
combat bad habits and attitudes. It draws us closer to God and our 
brothers and sisters. It can teach us to detest venial sin, strengthen 
us to resist all mortal sin, and love virtue.  ~Ave Maria Press 

WELCOME FATHER GREGORY CHISHOLM, S.J. 

WHY GO TO CONFESSION??? 
GET VACCINATED! 

Anyone 12 and older is now eligible 
for the FREE COVID-19 Vaccine and 
Booster* All three vaccines are very 
effective in protecting you from 
COVID-19. (Booster shots available 
to those who meet criteria). Please 
consult with nurse.  

Location/Hours:  

Saint Bernadette Catholic Church 
3825 Don Felipe Drive, Los Angeles 
CA 90008                                                   
September 14th, 2021,                
8:00am- 12:00pm                             
Bring proof that you are age 12 or 
older  (Examples of documents you 
can bring are: Driver's License, Cali-
fornia ID card, or REAL ID card  
Consular ID/Passport/Birth Certifi-
cate � Vehicle Registration or insur-
ance � Rent receipt or lease  

If you have no form of ID, a self-
attestation form will be given to you 
at the location.  

Anyone between age 12-17 MUST be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian to 
get vaccination.  

For a full list of documents visit 
VaccinateLACounty.com  
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Father Gregory C. Chisholm SJ '73, SM '75, PhD '89 is a   
long-time friend of Saint Bernadette and the African American 
Catholic Community here in Los Angeles. He is the pastor of St. 
Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Harlem who also presides 
over the Harlem vicarate. Fr. Chisholm delivered the Black    
History Month Mass Homily at Saint Patrick's Cathedral in New 
York City on February 7, 2021. He is in town for the Holy Name 
of Jesus 100th anniversary celebration and has been kind 
enough to celebrate our Saturday Vigil Mass.  



WHAT IS A QUINCEANERA???? 

Among several Spanish-speaking countries and among many Hispanics 

in the United States there is the custom of celebrating the passage from 

childhood to adolescence with a ritual that expresses thanksgiving to 

God for the gift of life and that asks for a blessing from God for the 

years ahead. This celebration may take place within Mass or outside of 

Mass. Commonly asked questions about the Blessing on the Fifteenth 

Birthday (Quinceañera) are answered here.  

What is a quinceañera? The quinceañera is a traditional celebration of 

life and gratitude to God on the occasion of the fifteenth birthday of a 

young Hispanic woman. The ritual emphasizes her passage from child-

hood to adulthood. The family usually requests a Mass or a blessing to 

be held in the Church. The rite is frequently celebrated in several coun-

tries in the Americas, including Mexico, Central and South America and 

the Caribbean. It is frequently requested by Hispanic Catholics in the 

dioceses of the United States of America.  

How is the quinceañera celebrated? In the presence of family and 

friends, the young woman (the quinceañera), often accompanied by 

fifteen young men and women of her choice (damas y chambelanes), 

enters the Church in procession, together with her parents and godpar-

ents. If she has prepared the readings, she may serve as the lector for at 

least one of the readings. After the Liturgy of the Word, the quinceañera 

makes a commitment to God and the Blessed Virgin to live out the rest 

of her life according to the teachings of Christ and the Church by re-

newing her Baptismal promises. Then, signs of faith (medal, Bible, ro-

sary, prayer book) which have been blessed and may be given to her. A 

special blessing of the quinceañera concludes the Liturgy of the Eucha-

rist. After Mass, the young woman is presented to the community. The 

ritual continues with a dinner and sometimes a dance in her honor.  

CANTOR TRAINING 

CANTOR TRAINING 
If you love to sing and serve 
our community, and are in-
terested in learning how to 
cantor for the Mass, we will 
be holding cantor training 
every Sunday from 9:30-
9:50am in the Sanctuary be-
fore Sunday Mass. You will 
learn how to present the 
Psalm and Gospel Acclama-
tion, how to lead the congre-
gation in the Mass parts and 
responses, and how we ap-
proach leading the congrega-
tion in the hymns for the 
week. Once you are comforta-
ble and confident with these 
aspects of cantoring, you will 
be put into our rotation of 
cantors for the Sunday 
Mass.  We hope to see you 
there! 
Contact Dave Christensen at 
(818) 450-4925for more in-
formation.  

YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOU 
AND YOU NEED YOUR     
PARISH 

By registering at                                 

St Bernadette, you are      

declaring your desire to be 

part of our Catholic faith 

community. If you have    

recently moved to the area or 

if you are a long-time resi-

dent, please consider        

registering at St Bernadette. 

There is information on our 

website stbernadettela.org 

on how to register. When in 

doubt, ask Deacon Jim after 

Mass. In most cases, you will 

need to visit the parish office 

and fill out a simple form or 

register online. 

One of the first 
Quinceaneras 

at  
St Bernadette 
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ST BERNADETTE                                     
CATHOLIC CHURCH  

PARISH STAFF 

DCN JIM CARPER, PLD              
FR. ALBERT R. AVENIDO                    
MSGR LORETO GONZALES             
DEACON EMILE ADAMS             
EMANUEL HOLDER                     
JASMINE SANCHEZ                  
CLARENCE DIXON                         
MARINA AYALA                             
AUSTIN MOSLEY                               
PAT BOTSHEKAN                     
(OFFICE VOLUNTEER)          
ALICE JACKSON                     
(OFFICE VOLUNTEER)          
TERESA CARPER                        
(OFFICE VOLUNTEER)    

SUBMITTING ARTICLES AND ADS TO THE       
ST BERNADETTE BULLETIN? 
All articles should be submitted to bulletin.sbcc@gmail.com for review before 
they will be considered for publication. The deadline to submit articles for the 
bulletin is Thursday morning, 10 days before the Sunday that you wish the arti-
cle to appear. Half and full page requests are due 15 days in advance. The 
schedule changes for holidays, when the bulletin must meet early publisher 
deadlines. Submissions may be edited. Late entries may or may not be         ac-
cepted at the discretion of the Bulletin Editor, and only if space permits.  
 
Bulletin submissions must be created in Microsoft Word, as PDF format is un-
acceptable. The Bulletin Editor reserves the right to edit all aspects of any arti-
cles submitted, including grammar, color used, fonts, style, number of  pictures 
use, size of space given, etc. If your article mentions to "call the     parish office 
for more information" or you expect reservations to be taken by the office staff  
make sure you get them the appropriate information before the article goes to 
print.  
 
To use pictures of children in the bulletin, you must have parental  permission. 
It is suggested to have permission of adults prior to using their pictures in the 
bulletin. 

 

St Bernadette Catholic Church                                                      
3825 Don Felipe Drive                                
Los Angeles, CA 90008                             

(323) 293-4877                                                                                   

Website                                                                                                 
stbernadettela.org                                                              

Facebook                                                                                      
https://www.facebook.com/

SaintBernadetteCatholicChurch                                

Twitter                                                                                                   
https://twitter.com/stbernadettecc_ 

Mass of Remembrance 

  November  20, 2021 at 10:00 am 

St. Bernadette Catholic Church 

Honoring Victims of Covid-19 

And all who have passed; 

Especially those  in 2020/2021 

Call (323) 293-4877 

to submit names 
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