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*MASS INTENTIONS  DECEMBER 03 – DECEMBER 09, 2022 

Saturday 4:00 PM:………………….Lucien Theberge, Tyrone Robinson RIP 

Sunday 10:00 AM:…………………………………………………..Onyendu Family 

Monday 8:00 AM………………………………..…………………….All Parishioners 

Tuesday 8:00 AM……………………….………….....……………..All Parishioners 

Wednesday 8:00 AM…………….…….………………...………….All Parishioners 

Thursday 8:00 AM……………………….…………..…………..….All Parishioners 

Friday…………………..……………………………….……………No Mass Celebrated 

 

*Donations for Mass Intentions are accepted and appreciated 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

The readings for the second week of Advent deal with 

peace. In the first reading, we learn about a time of 

peace and safety: “Then the wolf shall be a guest of the 

lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 

kid…..” (Isaiah 11: 6) In the second reading, we find a 

discussion of hope – telling us not to give up but to wait 

in harmony with one another: “May the God of endur-

ance and encouragement grant you to think in harmony 

with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus…” (Rom 15:5) The gospel con-

tinues this theme of waiting, hoping and, in addition, repentance in which 

the faithful will prepare themselves for Christ’s coming: “Repent, for the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Mt 3: 2). The Gospel refers to John the Bap-

tist as an example of how to anticipate Christ’s coming. The Advent wreath is 

a symbol of eternity and unending love. The word peace is the Hebrew 

word shalom which means completeness or well being. Jesus did not come 

just to end wars, but to make us complete by saving us from our sinfulness.  

  

The Story of the Poinsettia               
There was once a poor Mexican girl named 
Pepita who had no present to give the baby 
Jesus at the Christmas Eve Services. As   
Pepita walked to the chapel, sad she had no 
gift to give. Her cousin Pedro tried to cheer 
her up. ‘ Pepita’, he said “I’m sure even the 
smallest gift, given by someone who loves 
him will make Jesus Happy.” Pepita did 
not know what she could give, so she 
picked a small handful of weeds from the 
roadside and made them into a a small bouquet. She felt embarrassed 
because she could only give this small present to Jesus. As she walked 
through the chapel to the altar, she remembered what Pedro had said. 
She began to feel better, knelt down and put the bouquet at the bottom 
of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the bouquet of weeds burst into bright 
red flowers, and everyone who saw them were sure they had seen a 
miracle. From that day forward, the bright red flowers were known as 
the ‘ Flores de Noche Buena’ , or ‘ Flowers of the Holy Night’. The 
shape of the poinsettia flower and leaves are sometimes thought to 
symbolize the Star of Bethlehem which led the Wise Men to Jesus. The 
red colored leaves symbolize the blood of Christ. The white leaves rep-
resent his purity.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
     ~An Old Mexican Legend 
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Join us for                    

Bible Study 

1st and 3rd  Thursday                       

1:00 & 7:00 PM                      

Via ZOOM 

1:00 pm Meeting               

ID: 87233018319       

Passcode: 689472                      

Contact:                              

Carolyn James                      

(323) 394-5441         

*** 

7:00 pm Meeting       

ID 811 5705 8134       

Passcode: 6FuFf7 

 Contact:                       

Elsie Dixon            

(310) 410-2962 

 

THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE - PEACE 

The first advent candle (“The Prophet’s Candle”) is purple 
and represents hope. The second advent candle (“The Beth-
lehem Candle”) is also purple and represents peace. In 
some traditions, the second candle and the fourth (“The 
Angel’s Candle,” representing love) may be interchanged. 
Peace is a central theme of the Advent Season, but the main 
focus of the second week of Advent. Isaiah refers to Jesus as 
“the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6-7). When the angels ap-
peared to the shepherds, their message ends with: “Glory to God in the highest heav-
en, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests”  (Luke 2:14). 

St Boniface and the Christmas Tree 

St Boniface travelled to Hesse (central Germany) in 721 and “with his tireless activity, his gift 

for organization, and his adaptable, friendly, yet firm character” achieved great success, in-

cluding the conversion of the twin chieftains Dettic and Deorulf. Boniface also established 

Benedictine monasteries throughout his area of evangelization, including the great monas-

tery of Fulda in 744. News of his great achievements reached Rome, where he was recalled by 

Pope Gregory to provide a status report. Impressed and pleased with Boniface’s efforts, Greg-

ory consecrated him archbishop for all Germany east of the Rhine and placed his territory 

under the pope’s jurisdiction. Imbued with this new authority and pontifical mandate, Boniface returned to Germany in 

723. He spent the rest of his life evangelizing the areas of modern Germany and parts of the Netherlands. From his mis-

sionary travels, Boniface knew, in winter, the inhabitants of the village of Geismar gathered around a huge old oak tree 

(known as the “Thunder Oak”) dedicated to the god Thor. This annual event of worship centered on sacrificing a small 

child, to the pagan god. Boniface desired to convert the village by destroying the Thunder Oak, which the pagans had pre-

viously boasted the God of Boniface could not destroy. He gathered a few companions and journeyed to Geismar. His fel-

low missionaries were scared and fearful the Germans might kill them, so they balked when they reached to the outskirts 

of the village on Christmas Eve. Boniface steadied the nerves of his friends and as they approached the pagan gathering he 

said, “Here is the Thunder Oak; and here the cross of Christ shall break the hammer of the false god Thor.” Boniface and 

his friends arrived at the time of the sacrifice, which was interrupted by their presence. Boniface grabbed an axe and 

chopped down the Thunder Oak of mighty Thor. The Germans were astounded. The holy bishop preached the Gospel to 

the people and used a little fir tree that was behind the now felled oak tree as a tool of evangelization. 

Faith Formation as Opposed to Religious Education                                                                            
Faith Formation  is “an engaged process of learning and practice inte-
grated throughout all aspects of our faith and daily life.” This defini-
tion highlights the responsibility we must take for our own faith for-
mation. In essence, we become clay so to be formed and transformed 

by the Holy Spirit and by one another. Through it all we are reminded 
God’s “hands” are continually present in our efforts to gain both 

“head” knowledge found in education and learning and “heart” wis-
dom discovered through prayer, ritual, and practice.  

Mass Intention Requests                                                  

Mass Intentions are always welcome                                       

and should  indicate:                                                                          

Is it for an individual? or family?                                                                                    

Is the person Living? Deceased?                                                                             

Name of the individual requesting the Mass?                                                                                  

Contact person’s name? Phone? Mailing address:? Re-

quested date of Mass? Please note if the intention 

is for a special occasion such as an anniversary. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/passage/?q=isaiah+9:6-7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/2-14.html


LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Monday of the Second Week of 

Advent to the Third Sunday of 

Advent 

Monday                                       

8:00 am                                              

Communion Service                           

(Adoration to Follow) 

Tuesday                                       

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service  

(Adoration to Follow)                                         

Wednesday                                          

8:00 am                                               

Communion Service                           

(Adoration to Follow) 

Thursday  December 08        

Immaculate Conception             

8:00 am Mass                                  

Friday                                          

Liturgy of the Word (recorded)                                

Saturday                                         

Liturgy of the Word (recorded)                                

3:00 pm Reconciliation        

4:00 pm Vigil Mass                

Sunday                                            

10:00 am Mass                        

Other Sacraments                                 

(as Scheduled)     

Mass Intentions                         

(323) 293-4877 

j.carper.sbcc@gmail.com 
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  Confessing During Advent 

Unlike Lent, there is no obligation to go to confession during Advent; 

It can, however, be a good way of preparing for Christmas. There have 

been some changes in the history of the Church regarding the peniten-

tial aspect of Advent. In the early centuries in the Gallic tradition there 

was a strong emphasis on penance, but the Roman tradition, which 

eventually prevailed, was different. Pope Francis has commented how 

we can encounter Jesus. He mentions how we come into the presence 

of Jesus through the sacraments.  

“Jesus heals our sins. And along the 

way Jesus comes and forgives us — 

all of us sinners, we are all sinners — 

even when we make a mistake, when 

we commit a sin, when we sin. And 

this forgiveness that we receive in 

Confession is an encounter with Je-

sus. We always encounter Jesus.” - 

Pope Francis  

Spiritual Communion, is an    

ardent desire, to receive Jesus 

in the Most Holy Sacrament, 

and lovingly embrace him at a 

time or in circumstances when 

one cannot receive Him in      

sacramental Communion. The 

most common reason for     

making an Act of Spiritual   

Communion is when a person 

cannot attend Mass.  

St. Bernadette Prayer Group     

Join Us Every Friday                             

12:00 Noon to 1:30 PM                           

In the Parish Office  

Join us for Coffee and Donuts  

After 10:00 Mass                      

Every Sunday! 

In the Hall  

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20131201_parrocchia-san-cirillo-alessandrino_en.html


 

PARISH STAFF 

DCN JIM CARPER, PLD              

MSGR LORETO GONZALES             

DCN EMILE ADAMS, RIP 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN                 

EMANUEL HOLDER                     

CLARENCE DIXON             

MARGARITA HURST       

MARINA AYALA     

(OFFICE VOLUNTEERS)      

TERESA CARPER  

 

St Bernadette Catholic Church                                                      

3825 Don Felipe Drive                                

Los Angeles, CA 90008                             

(323) 293-4877                                                                                   

Website                                                                                                 

stbernadettela.org                                                              

Facebook                                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/

SaintBernadetteCatholicChurch                                

Twitter                                                                                                   

https://twitter.com/stbernadettecc_ 

Did you know?                                                                                                               

December 3-4                                                                                                                    

California act protects children ONLINE                                                                     

The California Age-Appropriate Design Code Act, which was signed 

into law in September, requires companies to assess potential harm in 

how they use data from children (defined as any user under 18) in new 

services or features, and to enact plans to reduce risk. Companies are 

also banned from using minors’ information in “materially detri-

mental” ways, such as routing searches for weight loss to photos of 

supermodels, and from collecting, 

sharing, or selling a minor’s per-

sonal information by default. For 

more information about this new 

law, read “California takes child 

protection seriously with new 

online law” 

on AngelusNews.com                                                                              

1 Corinthians 15:58 

Oh Lord, help every worker to 

work wholeheartedly for the 

church. Help them to remember 

the work they do in the church is 

not in vain as Your Word         

declares Your work is never 

wasted. 

 
A Giving Tradition 

The practice of giving gifts during Christmastide is 

symbolic of the presentation of the gifts by the Three 

Wise Men to the infant Jesus. As Christianity became 

increasingly widespread in Roman lands, the custom of 

gift-giving occurred on New Year's Day. Around 336 

CE, the date Dec. 25 appears to have become estab-

lished as the day of Jesus's birth. The tradition of gift-

giving was tied to the story of the Biblical Magi giving gifts to baby Je-

sus; together with another story, of Saint Nicholas, a fourth-century 

Christian bishop and gift-giver. It slowly became a part of Christmas cel-

ebrations in countries such as the United Kingdom; in other Christian 

countries, the practice of gift-giving occurs early in Advent, on Saint 

Nicholas Day  

Christmas Season 2022/2023                                                             

Schedule of Masses & Services   

Sundays in Advent                                                                                                                             

27 Nov./04 Dec./11 Dec./18 Dec.     

(Regular Weekend Mass Schedule)                                                                     

Christmas Vigil Mass                                                                                                                                 

24 December 2022 Saturday @ 4:00 pm                                                                                     

Mass at Night                                                                                                                

24 December 2022 Saturday 

@ 11:59 pm 

Christmas Day                                                                                                                

25 December 2022 Sunday @ 

10:00 am 

https://angelusnews.com/local/california/california-takes-child-protection-seriously-with-new-online-law/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adoration_of_the_Magi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Magi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baby_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christendom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Nicholas_Day

