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*MASS INTENTIONS  DECEMBER 24 – DECEMBER 30, 2022 

Saturday 4:00 PM:………………………………………...……….All Parishioners 

Saturday 11:59 PM…………………………………………………..All Parishioners 

Sunday 10:00 AM:…………………………………………………..All Parishioners 

Monday 8:00 AM………………………………..…………………….All Parishioners 

Tuesday 8:00 AM……………………….………….....……………..All Parishioners 

Wednesday 8:00 AM…………….…….………………...………….All Parishioners 

Thursday…………….……………………….…………..…………No Mass Celebrated 

Friday 8:00 AM Feast of the Holy Family….…………..……All Parishioners 

 

*Donations for Mass Intentions are accepted and appreciated 

Should We Go to Church When Christmas Falls on Sunday? 

Christmas falls on Sunday this year. This is the day 

Christians historically gather to worship Jesus. It is a 

perfect day to celebrate the birth of Christ. With all the 

events and traveling to visit family and friends, we can 

be tempted to skip Mass on Christmas Sunday. Recent 

studies indicate “the Sundays closest to Christmas and 

New Year’s Day are some of the lowest attended of the 

season.” Sunday, the historical and biblical day the 

church meets, is a great time to celebrate Jesus’ first 

coming, when God the Son took on human flesh, to redeem us. Going to 

church, even if Christmas falls on a Sunday helps remind us, and others, 

Christmas is about Jesus. Meeting with other believers on Christmas Sunday 

helps us refocus on our Savior and King. On a day tangled with distractions, 

we can intentionally set our focus on the Lord by going to church and cele-

brating our Savior with other believers. People should be able to distinguish 

us from the rest of the world because of our love, values, and actions. 

  

Ways to Keep Jesus and Santa Claus in Christmas               
Keep Christ at the center while also incorporating Santa. Discuss the story 

of Jesus while encouraging your children to experience this season by         

embracing God’s love for them through His Son. When we re-align all our 

events back to the sole reason we celebrate, and, as our children grow older, 

they will distinguish the fun behind Santa and the Truth behind Jesus.     

Santa is Seasonal. Jesus is eternal. Jesus should be a topic of conversa-

tion year-round. Santa is a topic just around Christmas. When your children 

do encounter Santa, remind them he displays love through generosity, kind-

ness, and giving; all Christian values. Know the difference in the message: 

Both  Jesus and Santa are about love and spreading goodness to others, but 

Jesus offers so much more than acts of goodwill — Jesus offers us hope!  

Help your children understand Santa is a belief they can let go  of when 

they are ready. Jesus is a life-long pursuit. Je-

sus is their constant lifeline. As we enter this 

season full of magic and wonder, may you find 

special ways to celebrate our Lord Jesus Christ 

with your family. In time may your child’s 

faith and wonder grow in the incredible love of 

Jesus! Jesus is everywhere and is always with 

us.  Jesus loves you no matter what — naughty 

or nice. Jesus offers us grace wrapped 

in forgiveness. Jesus models how to live this 

life well, with grace and dignity. 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-forgiveness-being-forgiven-forgiving-others-forgiving-yourself.html
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Join us for                    

Bible Study 

1st and 3rd  Thursday                       

1:00 & 7:00 PM                      

Via ZOOM 

1:00 pm Meeting               

ID: 87233018319       

Passcode: 689472                      

Contact:                              

Carolyn James                      

(323) 394-5441         

*** 

7:00 pm Meeting       

ID 811 5705 8134       

Passcode: 6FuFf7 

 Contact:                       

Elsie Dixon            

(310) 410-2962 

 

THE WHITE ADVENT CANDLE - PURITY 

The white is lit on Christmas Eve. This candle is called 

the “Christ Candle” and represents the life of 

Christ. The color white is for purity—because Christ 

is our sinless, pure Savior. Celebrating Advent is an 

excellent way to prepare your mind and heart for 

Christmas. The wreath itself, which is made of various 

evergreens, signifies continuous life. The circle of the 

wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the          

immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life we find in Christ.  

Saint Nicholas of Myra (15 March 270 – 6 December 343) 

 St Nicholas was an early Christian bishop of Greek descent from the maritime city 

of Myra in Asia Minor during the time of the Roman Empire. Because of the many 

miracles attributed to his intercession, he is also known as Nicholas the Wonder-

worker. Saint Nicholas is the patron saint of sailors, merchants, archers, repentant 

thieves, children, brewers, pawnbrokers, unmarried people, and students in vari-

ous cities and countries around Europe. His reputation evolved among the pious, 

as was common for early Christian saints, and his legendary habit of secret gift-

giving gave rise to the traditional model of Santa Claus ("Saint Nick") 

through Sinterklaas. Little is known about the historical Saint Nicholas. The earli-

est accounts of his life were written centuries after his death and probably contain legendary elaborations. He is 

said to have been born in the Greek seaport of Patara, Lycia, in Asia Minor to wealthy Christian parents. In one 

of the earliest attested and most famous incidents from his life, he is said to have rescued three girls from be-

ing forced into prostitution by dropping a sack of gold coins through the window of their house each night for 

three nights so their father could pay a dowry for each of them. Other early stories tell of him calming a storm at 

sea, saving three innocent soldiers from wrongful execution, and chopping down a tree possessed by a demon. In 

his youth, he made a pilgrimage to Egypt and Palestine. Shortly after his return, he became Bishop of Myra. He 

was later imprisoned during the persecution of Diocletian, but was released after the accession of Constantine. 

The Importance of Piety 
Piety perfects the virtue of justice, enabling the individual to fulfill obligations to 

God and neighbor, and to do so willingly and joyfully. By inspiring a person with a 

tender and filial confidence in God, the gift of piety makes them joyfully embrace all 

which pertains to His service. John Calvin called piety “reverence joined with 

love of God which the knowledge of his benefits induces. For until 

[people] recognize they owe everything to God, they are nourished by 

his fatherly care, he is the Author of their every good, they should seek 

nothing beyond him—they will never yield him willing service."  

Mass Intention Requests.                                                              

Your request should include: Your 

Name or The Name of the person   

requesting the Mass?  Phone?                                                                                                 

Individual? or family? The Person’s 

Name. Living? Deceased?                                                                             

Mailing address:? Requested date of 

Mass? Please note if the intention 

is for a special occasion. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Myra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asia_Minor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Intercession
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patron_saint
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Early_Christian_saints
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sinterklaas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patara_(Lycia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lycia_et_Pamphylia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Forced_into_prostitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dowry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syria_Palaestina
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Diocletian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin


LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Monday of the Fourth Week of 

Advent through Christmas Day 

Monday, December 19              

8:00 am                                              

Communion Service                           

(Adoration to Follow) 

Tuesday, December 20                                      

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service  

(Adoration to Follow)                                         

Wednesday, December 21                                         

8:00 am                                               

Communion Service                           

(Adoration to Follow) 

Thursday, December 22                                         

Liturgy of the Word (recorded)                                

Friday, December 23                                          

Liturgy of the Word (recorded)                                

Saturday, December 24                                         

Christmas Eve                              

Christmas Vigil Mass 4:00 pm  

Mass at Night 11:59 pm 

Sunday, December 25                    

Christmas Day                                 

10:00 am Mass                        

Other Sacraments                                 

(as Scheduled)     

Mass Intentions                         

(323) 293-4877 

j.carper.sbcc@gmail.com 
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  “And they Laid Him in a Manger…” 

When the child Jesus was born, Mary laid him in a 
manger (Lk 2:7). The word “manger” comes from the 
Latin word munducare which means “to eat.” A manger 
or crib is a wooden or stone feeding trough or food box 
which holds hay for larger farm animals like cattle, 
horses, and donkeys. Mangers were located wherever 
livestock were kept: stables, corrals, or caves. Farmers 
keep their mangers well-supplied with fodder, at all 
times, so the animals do not go hungry.  Jesus was not 
laid in a manger by accident. It is a major spiritual sym-
bol. Animals go to the manger for physical food, but 
with Jesus lying on the hay, we can go to the manger for spiritual food. Jesus 
has an infinite storehouse of nourishment available, and we can approach him 
any time and never go hungry. Jesus feeds us with Word and Sacrament, his 
gospel and the Eucharist. Jesus wants us to devour his word (Jer 15:16; Ez 3:1; 
Rev 10:9-10), chew on it, slowly ruminate on its meaning, swallow and digest it, 
and make it part of the fabric of our being. Jesus’ Word is like no other food, it 
has the power to save our souls (Jas 1:21). Not only that, the infant in the feed-
ing trough is the Bread of Life (Jn 6:35), the true bread come down from heav-
en, and whoever eats this bread will live forever (Jn 6:51). If a person wants to 
be spiritually well-fed, it is important to read Scripture and receive the           
Eucharist often. The manger is a momentous sign Jesus is sustenance for us. 
Jesus born on the first Christmas is food for our souls. 

Calling All Men!!!                                                                                                                         
St. Bernadette Men's Retreat Jan 27-29, 2023                                                               
Passionists Retreat Center 
"Who Is Jesus Christ? Who Am I?                                  
Finding the Divinity Within."         
The retreat focuses on ways to discover where Jesus Christ 
resides in us and the complex relationship we have with 
Him.  Don't miss out!  
The retreat begins Friday evening with a buffet supper and 

concludes early Sunday afternoon after Mass.  The retreat weekend offers inspira-
tional talks on the theme as well as time for quiet prayer, Mass, Confession, and 
Stations of the Cross; perfectly suited for spiritual renewal and growth.  

                                                                                                                                
For more details. Contact Gilbert Wright at 310.849.5710 

St. Bernadette Prayer Group     

Join Us Every Friday                             

12:00 Noon to 1:30 PM                           

In the Parish Office  

Join us for Coffee and Donuts  

After 10:00 Mass                      

On Christmas Sunday! 

In the Hall  



 

PARISH STAFF 

DCN JIM CARPER, PLD              

MSGR LORETO GONZALES             

DCN EMILE ADAMS, RIP 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN                 

EMANUEL HOLDER                     

CLARENCE DIXON             

MARGARITA HURST       

MARINA AYALA     

(OFFICE VOLUNTEERS)      

TERESA CARPER  

 

St Bernadette Catholic Church                                                      

3825 Don Felipe Drive                                

Los Angeles, CA 90008                             

(323) 293-4877                                                                                   

Website                                                                                                 

stbernadettela.org                                                              

Facebook                                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/

SaintBernadetteCatholicChurch                                

Twitter                                                                                                   

https://twitter.com/stbernadettecc_ 

Did you know?                                                                            
December 24-25                                                                                            
Watch Out for Fire Dangers                                                                   
Christmas is a popular time to    
decorate with candles and electric 
lights, both inside and out of the 
house. These decorations can be 
beautiful and festive, but also come 
with the risk of fires. Parents should make sure to keep candles 
out of reach of children, and off surfaces where they could be 
easily knocked over. All lights should be checked for faulty wires 
or other defective parts that could cause a fire.                                                                            
                     
For more information, read the “Holiday Safety” arti-
cle nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-
safety/winter-safety/holiday?  

1 Corinthians 15:58 

Oh Lord, help every worker to 

work wholeheartedly for the 

church. Help them to remember 

the work they do in the church is 

not in vain as Your Word         

declares Your work is never 

wasted. 

 
St Joseph: The Second Greatest Saint? 

For Catholics, Joseph is the second-greatest saint 

after Mary, because only she knew, loved and 

served Jesus more than Joseph. In 1870, Pope Pius 

IX declared Joseph the patron saint of the entire 

Catholic Church. The Catholic liturgical calendar 

has two days just for him. Joseph’s primary        

celebration honors him as the husband of Mary 

onMarch 19. It is a “solemnity” – a global celebra-

tion requiring specific liturgies – and in some countries, Catholics are obli-

gated to attend Mass. Many Italians celebrate the day with a St. Joseph’s 

Altar or Bread Table providing free food to all, as a way to thank the saint 

for his help. May 1 is an optional feast that honors Joseph in his role as a 

worker. Pope Pius XII established this celebration in 1955 

Catholic Christmas Trivia 

When did the Catholic Church ban Christmas?                                        

Answer: From 1659 to 1681“Most Americans today are unaware 

that Christmas was banned in Boston from 1659 to 1681.” 

When did “the Church” officially approve Christmas trees?                                                                   

Answer: 1982 The Catholic Church had long resisted this custom of the    

Lutheran Church and the Vatican Christmas tree stood for the first time in 

Vatican City in 1982.  

What day do Catholics take down Christmas decorations?                                               

Answer: January 7 According to Catholic religion, you should hold off tak-

ing down your Christmas tree until January 7 the official end of the Christ-

mas Season. 

What is the most popular Catholic Christmas      

tradition?                                                                                       

Answer: Going to Midnight Mass     

What is the biblical symbol for Christmas?                                                                

Answer: The star  

https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/winter-safety/holiday?
https://www.nsc.org/community-safety/safety-topics/seasonal-safety/winter-safety/holiday?
https://osjusa.org/st-joseph/magisterium/quemadmodum-deus/
https://www.vatican.va/archive/cod-iuris-canonici/eng/documents/cic_lib4-cann1244-1253_en.html#TITLE_II.
https://www.atlasobscura.com/foods/feast-of-st-joseph-bread-sculptures
https://www.atlasobscura.com/foods/feast-of-st-joseph-bread-sculptures
https://www.pillarcatholic.com/p/st-joseph-a-feast-for-the-working?s=r
https://www.livescience.com/32891-why-was-christmas-banned-in-america-.html

