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“Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart, and do not lean 
on your own understand-
ing.”                                      
         Proverbs 3:5 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand.”  Matthew 4: 12-23                                                                                      
For the third time in Matthew, Jesus 
finds himself embracing a new home 
town. Born in Bethlehem, the first move 
finds the family fleeing Bethlehem and 
Herod’s furor, arriving in Egypt.  In this 
way, Jesus’ life emulates Moses’ jour-
neys. In the second move the family re-

turns to Israel after Herod’s death.  The reign of his progeny Herod 
Antipas, leads the family to resettle in Nazareth. A third move brings 
Jesus to Capernaum fulfilling another prophecy. God carefully or-
chestrates these geographical changes. What is the significance? 
From his earliest days through his adult life and ministry, Matthew’s 
Jesus is an itinerant preacher, a constant wanderer.  Jesus does not 
opt for the comforts of the familiar but embraces God’s call to find 
those who are in need of the Word of God wherever they might live. 
This is the message of the prophecy.  God promises to reach all na-
tions.  Light has reached those who formerly dwelled in darkness and 
death.  Jesus has come to them and, in a sense, become one of them 
by becoming their neighbor.  Jesus’ first ministry locale is known as 
“Galilee of the Gentiles.”  Thus, from the first and in consonance with 
prophetic promise, Jesus ministers in an ethnically diverse land. 

  St. Bernadette              

Prayer Group                           

Join Us!                                                                                       

Every Friday                                                                             

12:00 Noon                  

to 1:30 PM                            

In the Parish Office                              

SAVE THE DATE 

Required Fingerprinting  

February 18, 2023 from 9 AM to 12 NOON 

In the Parish Hall 
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Join us for                    

Bible Study 

1st and 3rd  Thursday                       

1:00 & 7:00 PM                      

Via ZOOM 

1:00 pm Meeting               

ID: 87233018319       

Passcode: 689472                      

Contact:                              

Carolyn James                      

(323) 394-5441         

*** 

7:00 pm Meeting       

ID 811 5705 8134       

Passcode: 6FuFf7 

 Contact:                       

Elsie Dixon            

(310) 410-2962 

 

The Conversion of St Paul the Apostle - January 25th 

Saul convinced the high priest to allow him to go to Damascus and bring back any 
men who belonged to ‘the Way’. Saul wanted to punish these disciples of Jesus and 
convince them to give up their newly found beliefs. While Saul was travelling, the 
sky around him suddenly flashed white and he heard a voice crying out, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?’ The voice belonged to Jesus, ‘I am Jesus, who you 
are persecuting.’ This revelation must have been a shock to Saul. Jesus was the 
claimed Messiah of those who followed ‘the Way.’ The one whom the Romans had 
executed. The one who was dead? When Saul rose from the ground, he could not 
see. He had to be lead to the city by the men he travelled with. Ananias, who lived 
there, was told by the Lord to go and see Saul. Ananias went to Saul and told him 
he had been sent by the Lord. He laid his hands on Saul and told him, ‘Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me so 

you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ Immediately, Saul’s sight returned. Saul was 
baptized, and instantly began to preach about Jesus in the synagogues of Damascus. Saul, who was now 
known as Paul, underwent a dramatic and profound change. Paul’s experience lead him to convert disciples 
of the Lord instead of persecuting them. Paul preached the gospel to everyone he could reach. He preached 
publicly and wrote letters. His message was to have a profound impact. Paul became known as the apostle to 
the Gentiles. He was instrumental in spreading the gospel of Jesus far and wide. He addressed problems which 
arose as the early Church grew and became established. Paul worked tirelessly to extend Christianity beyond the Jewish 
world. All Christians are called to conversion. We are all called, to a change of heart.  

Mass Intention requests should  indicate:                                          

If it is for an individual? or family?                                                                 

Is the person Living? Deceased?                                                                             

Name of the person making the request?          

Contact person’s name? Phone? Email address:? 

Requested date of Mass? Please note if the inten-

tion is for a special  occasion, such  as a birthday,  

an anniversary or for healing. 

 



LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                         
JANUARY 23                       

MONDAY OF THE         
THIRD WEEK IN                
ORDINARY TIME                  
TO JANUARY 29                   

FOURTH SUNDAY IN       
ORDINARY TIME 

Monday,  January 23, 2023              

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service   

Tuesday. January 24, 2023   

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service   

 Wednesday. January 25, 

2023   8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service   

Thursday. January 26, 2023   

Liturgy of the Word 

(recorded)                                  

Friday, January 27, 2023      

Liturgy of the Word 

(recorded)                                

Saturday, January 28, 2023       

Liturgy of the Word 

(recorded)                                                                 

Confessions  3:00 pm           

Vigil Mass 4:00 pm   

Sunday, Jan 29, 2023     

10:00 am Mass                        

Coffee & Donuts                      

following Mass                       

Other Sacraments                                 

(as Scheduled)     

Mass Intentions                         

(323) 293-4877 

j.carper.sbcc@gmail.com 
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  Why Come Back? 

That is the real question, isn't it? Why come back to church? I have been 
asking myself, “will people come back to Mass”. And, though it's embar-
rassing to admit, I do not have a good answer. Some have come back. 
Mostly, I think, motivated by a sense of obligation. Thinking about our 
church and our parishes during the long months away did not yield many 
strong arguments to return, even those I would refer to as a "hard core 
Catholic." The answer came to me one day as I held the door for a parish-
ioner. I noticed what I had not experienced during all of those Zoom 
events and recorded Liturgies. Babies crying. Footsteps in the aisles. 
Laughter coming from the narthex. The clatter of hymnals being dropped 
or banged on pews. The whole, glorious mess of a Catholicism which 
means, "Here comes everybody." The cantor sang the offertory hymn. The 
words caught my thoughts — "I see glory on each face/Surely the presence 
of the Lord is in this place.” This is our faith. This is the faith of the 
church. Beyond the seven sacraments, beyond the ministerial roles,       
beyond everything else lies a much deeper truth: What our faith tells us is 
we encounter God together, in one another and when we assemble to hear 
the word and to receive the sacrament. Holiness comes from God. Though 

we find it most frequently “together”, when we 
are open to it. Parish life, for all its faults, pre-
pares us to be receptive when holiness comes 
to find us. I hope everyone will come back, 
eventually. I have a much more important 
hope too. I hope we will not forget our pan-
demic experience, and we will bring a new set 
of expectations to parish life.                                                                      
The best way to have a church worth 
coming back to, is to build one.               
To build one together, that is. 

Calling All Men!!! LAST CHANCE!                                                                                                                         

St. Bernadette Men's Retreat Jan 27-29, 2023                                                               
Passionists Retreat Center "Who Is Jesus Christ? Who Am I? Finding the Divinity 

Within."  The Retreat focuses on ways to discover where Jesus Christ resides in us 

and the complex relationship we have with Him. 

Don't miss out!                                                                                                               

The retreat begins Friday evening and concludes 

Sunday afternoon after Mass.  The retreat offers 

inspirational talks and time for quiet prayer, 

Mass, Confession, and Stations of the Cross; per-

fectly suited for spiritual renewal and growth. 

For more details. Contact Gilbert Wright 

at 310.849.5710 

 

Join us for Coffee and Donuts  

WHEN? After 10:00 Mass                      

Every Sunday! 

WHERE? In the Hall  



 

PARISH STAFF 

DCN JIM CARPER, PLD              

MSGR LORETO GONZALES             

DCN EMILE ADAMS, RIP 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN                 

EMANUEL HOLDER                     

CLARENCE DIXON             

MARGARITA HURST       

MARINA AYALA     

(OFFICE VOLUNTEERS)      

TERESA CARPER  

 

St Bernadette Catholic Church                                                      

3825 Don Felipe Drive                                

Los Angeles, CA 90008                             

(323) 293-4877                                                                                   

Website                                                                                                 

stbernadettela.org                                                              

Facebook                                                                                      

https://www.facebook.com/

SaintBernadetteCatholicChurch                                

Twitter                                                                                                   

https://twitter.com/stbernadettecc_ 

Did you know? January 21-22                                                                                  

The Archdiocese continues helping survivors of sexual 

abuse and their families.                                                                                                    
The Archdiocese of Los Angeles affirms our continued commitment to 

report allegations of sexual misconduct to law enforcement, support 

victim-survivors in their healing journey, and protect children and the 

vulnerable. The Archdiocese created a website, lacatholics.org/

protect which serves as a comprehensive tool containing resources, 

programs and services for protecting children and reporting abuse.  

If you, or someone you know, is a victim of sexual misconduct by 

someone affiliated with our Church, 

please contact law enforcement and the 

Archdiocese’s Victims Assistance Coor-

dinator at (213) 637-7650 or vis-

it lacatholics.org/reporting-child-

abuse for help and support.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

Oh Lord, help every worker to 

work wholeheartedly for the 

church. Help them to remember 

the work they do in the church is 

not in vain as Your Word         

declares Your work is never 

wasted. 

 Mass Intentions for this Coming Week                        

January 21-27, 2023 

Whenever a priest celebrates Mass, he has two specific in-

tentions.  First, to celebrate the Mass according to the ru-

brics of the Church. Second, to apply the grace of the Mass toward a specif-

ic need or intention. While a priest may only accept one intention at a sin-

gle Mass, he may have many other intentions not attached to an offering. 

In addition, the faithful may bring their own intentions to the Mass, which 

they each carry privately and place upon the altar spiritually in prayer.  

Dr William Cottles (RIP) 21 January 2023 

https://lacatholics.org/protect/
https://lacatholics.org/protect/
https://lacatholics.org/reporting-child-abuse/
https://lacatholics.org/reporting-child-abuse/

