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“Trust in the LORD with all 
your heart”      Proverbs 3:5 

"Unless your righteousness           
surpasses the scribes and Pharisees, 
you will not enter the kingdom of 
heaven.                                                    
The “righteousness of the Pharisees” 
was their moral outward righteous behav-
ior. They were not righteous in God’s 
eyes (John 15:5; Hebrews 11:6). So what 
would surpass their righteousness? Jesus 
said to his disciples: “I tell you, unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven.  Those listening to Jesus must have been 
shocked at what he said for three reasons. First, the Pharisees and scribes 
were considered the arbiters of God and his law. No common person would 
consider questioning their authority in public. Secondly, Pharisees were 
strict observers of the law, adhering to the oral laws and traditions. Scribes 
translated and taught the law of God. How could anyone be more righteous 
than they were? Finally, Jesus was opening a path for the common person to 
access Heaven. With the heavy burden of the over six hundred laws Jews 
were expected to keep, Heaven was considered an impossibility for the      
ordinary man or woman.  Jesus gave us the sacrament of Reconciliation, a 
sacred place to release our claims against others, leaving behind not only our 
judgments against them, but freeing us from judgment as well.   

February 12, 2023 World Marriage Day is cel-
ebrated on the second Sunday of February, some-
times coinciding with St. Valentine’s Day. World 
Marriage Day officially began in the USA in 1983. 
Popularized by the Catholic Church, the purpose 
of World Marriage Day is to emphasize the beau-
ty of marriage and to honor husbands and wives 

for their faithfulness and sacrifices. World Marriage Day highlights the 
promise of a marital union and the beauty of being a lawfully wedded couple 
in the eyes of Christ.  World Marriage Day propagates the ethos of marriage 
and honors the sacrifices and faithfulness of husbands and wives.  
Catholic couples celebrate the day by attending the Sunday Mass and 
recommitting themselves to the values of the institution of marriage.  

Ashes to Go!!!                                                                           

Ash Wednesday                                                           

February 22, 2023                                                               

6:00 am to 6:00 pm           

Drive Up or Walk Up 



  

2 

 

Join us for                    

Bible Study 

1st and 3rd  Thursday                       

1:00 & 7:00 PM                      

Via ZOOM 

1:00 pm Meeting               

ID: 87233018319       

Passcode: 689472                      

Contact:                              

Carolyn James                      

(323) 394-5441         

*** 

7:00 pm Meeting       

ID 811 5705 8134       

Passcode: 6FuFf7 

 Contact:                       

Elsie Dixon            

(310) 410-2962 

 

Saint Valentine: Officially recognized by the Roman Catholic Church, St. 

Valentine is known to be a real person who died around A.D. 270. However, 

his true identity was questioned as early as A.D. 496 by Pope Gelasius I, who referred to 

the martyr and his acts as “being known only to God.” One account from the 1400s de-

scribes Valentine as a temple priest who was beheaded near Rome by the emperor Clau-

dius II for helping Christian couples wed. A different account claims Valentine was the 

Bishop of Terni, also martyred by Claudius II on the outskirts of Rome. Because of the 

similarities of these accounts, they may refer to the same person. Because of the confu-

sion regarding his true identity the Catholic Church discontinued his liturgical venera-

tion in 1969, though his name remains on the list of officially recognized saints. There 

are about a dozen St. Valentines, plus a pope.  The saint we celebrate on Valentine’s 

Day is known officially as St. Valentine of Rome to differentiate him from the dozen or so other Valentines. 

“Valentinus” (the Latin word for worthy, strong or powerful) was a popular name between the second and eighth centu-

ries A.D. The official Roman Catholic roster of saints shows about a dozen who were named Valentine or some variation 

thereof. The most recently beatified Valentine is St. Valentine Berrio-Ochoa, a Spaniard of the Dominican order who 

traveled to Vietnam, where he served as bishop until his beheading in 1861. Pope John Paul II canonized Berrio-Ochoa 

in 1988. There was even a Pope Valentine, though little is known about him except he served a mere 40 days around 

A.D. 827. St Valentine is the patron saint of beekeepers and epilepsy, among many other things. Saints holy duties in-

clude interceding in earthly affairs and entertaining petitions from living souls. In this respect, St. Valentine is often 

called upon to watch over the lives of lovers, of course, but also for interventions regarding beekeeping and epilepsy, as 

well as the plague, fainting and traveling. He is also the patron saint of engaged couples and happy marriages.  

We Need Your Palms                                             
The Ashes used on Ash Wednesday are        

produced by burning palms from the previous 

Easter Season. Please donate last year’s 

palms! Bring them to church and place them 

in one of the baskets by the altar rail. They 

will be burned following the                                                    

4:00 pm Mass on February 18, 2023 

Baptism Preparation                                                                      
Preparing for baptism should be a joy, not a chore, so the most 

important people in the new infant's life (Parents and God    

Parents) can pass on the beauty and mystery of the Faith, rather 

than feeling burned out before they even start.   

For more information?                                                                                                        

Contact the Parish Office (323) 293-4877 

Ash Wednesday 2023                                                                             

February 22, 2023 

8:00 AM PST—Liturgy* 

12 Noon PST—Liturgy* 

7:00 PM PST—Liturgy* 

*Distribution of Communion 

and Ashes 

https://www.history.com/news/real-st-valentine-medieval
https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2
https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2


LITURGY SCHEDULE                                                         
FEBRUARY 13, 2023     

MONDAY OF THE SIXTH 
WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME                  

TO FEBRUARY 19, 2023                
THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN            

ORDINARY TIME 

Monday, February 13, 2023              

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service   

Tuesday, February 14, 2023   

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service   

 Wed, February 15, 2023   

8:00 am                                                     

Communion Service   

Thurs, February 16, 2023   

Liturgy of the Word 

(recorded)                              

Friday, February 17, 2023      

Liturgy of the Word 

(recorded)                                

Saturday, February 18, 2023       

Liturgy of the Word 

(recorded)                                                                 

Confessions  3:00 pm           

Vigil Mass 4:00 pm   

Sunday, February 19, 2023     

10:00 am Mass                        

Coffee & Donuts                      

following Mass                       

Other Sacraments                                 

(as Scheduled)     

Mass Intentions                         

(323) 293-4877 

j.carper.sbcc@gmail.com 
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Join us for Coffee and Donuts  

After 10:00 Mass this Sunday! 

In the Grotto 

Sponsored by Parish Staff 

St. Bernadette Women's Retreat  March 31 - April 02, 2023                        

MADE FOR GREATER                                                                                       

You Are Made For Greater Things Than These 

The Carmelite Sisters invite all women to attend this retreat at the Sacred Heart 

Retreat House. This year's retreat theme comes from a quote of Mother Luisita 

to one of her Carmelite daughters, exhorting her to keep her eyes fixed on 

HEAVEN and to remain firm in conviction of the dignity of every life. We be-

lieve Mother Luisita's wisdom has much to offer the world in our present time.                                                                                  

The Carmelite Sisters invite all women to come on 

retreat at The Sacred Heart Retreat House.           

Registration is now available!                                                                                                                                                     

By PHONE (626) 289-1353                                  

Or, REGISTER ONLINE: 

www.sacredheartretreathouse.com    

Our Lady of Lourdes February 11, 2023 Between February 11 and July 16, 
1858, the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared eighteen times to fourteen-year-old Ber-
nadette Soubirous in a small town located in the foothills of the Pyrenees moun-
tains of southern France. Her attention was drawn to rustling bushes near the 
Grotto of Massabielle. Bernadette saw a beautiful young girl. She described her as 
"dressed in a white robe, girded at the waist with a blue ribbon. On her head. Was 
a white veil. Her feet were bare but covered by the last folds of her robe and a yel-
low rose was upon each of them. She held a rosary of white beads with a chain of 
gold..." Bernadette knelt and began to pray the rosary. At the end of the five dec-

ades the woman smiled and disappeared. The young 
visionary returned February 18. Our Lady began her 
message telling young Bernadette, "I do not promise 
to make you happy in this life but in the next." On 
February 24, Mary asked for penance and prayer for 
the conversion of sinners and the following day, she 
instructed Bernadette to dig the ground near the 
grotto. From that a spring came forth which to this 
day is used for the bath by pilgrims to Lourdes.  

February 11: World Day of the Sick In 1992, Pope John Paul II established the 
day to urge people to pray for ill individuals and their caretakers. The pope showed 
signs of Parkinson’s disease in 1991, but it wasn’t verified until 2001, therefore, it’s 
notable he opted to establish the World Day of the Sick barely a year after his diag-
nosis. In his apostolic letter “Salvifici Doloris”, the pope wrote extensively on the 
subject of suffering and considered it has always 
been a redeeming process through Christ. On Feb-
ruary 11, 1993, the first World Day of the Sick was 
observed. The Day had a particular significance in 
2005 because the ailing pope died on April 2 of that 
year. On World Day of the Sick, people all across the 
world take the opportunity to pray for the sick and 
those who labor tirelessly to alleviate their pain.  

http://www.sacredheartretreathouse.com/


 

PARISH STAFF 

DCN JIM CARPER, PLD              

MSGR LORETO GONZALES             

DCN EMILE ADAMS, RIP 

DAVID CHRISTENSEN                 

EMANUEL HOLDER                     

CLARENCE DIXON             

MARGARITA HURST       

MARINA AYALA     

(OFFICE VOLUNTEERS)      

TERESA CARPER  
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https://twitter.com/stbernadettecc_ Did you know? February 11-12  

Know the Signs of On-Line Enticement 

When children are unsupervised online, it is difficult to know who 
they come in contact with, so knowing the warning signs that they 
might be talking to an online predator is important. Talk to your chil-
dren about appropriate and inappropriate conversations online. Red 
flags of online enticement include engaging in sexual conversation, 
asking for sexually explicit images, or offer-
ing incentives like gift cards, free lodging, 
transportation, or food.                                             
For more information, vis-
it missingkids.org/theissues/
onlineenticement.                                                                                                      
For more information about support for vic-
tim-survivors and abuse prevention and 
protection efforts of the Archdiocese, vis-
it: lacatholics.org/protect.   

1 Corinthians 15:58 

Oh Lord, help every worker to 

work wholeheartedly for the 

church. Help them to remember 

the work they do in the church is 

not in vain as Your Word         

declares Your work is never 

wasted. 

 
Mass Intentions for this Week                                                                       

Leslie Bacon (RIP)                                                                   

11 February 2023 4:00 pm                               

Those who died by violence (RIP)                                                                                 

12 February 2023 10:00 am 

https://www.missingkids.org/theissues/onlineenticement
https://www.missingkids.org/theissues/onlineenticement
https://lacatholics.org/protect/

