
saintdominicsavio.org                                    13400 Bellflower Boulevard, Bellflower, CA 90706                                       (562) 920-7796 

Pastor 
 Fr. Michael Gergen, SDB 
 mgergen@la-archdiocese.org 

Associate Pastors 
 Fr. Andrew Ng, SDB 
 Fr. Fabian Cardenas, SDB 

Permanent Deacons 
 Dn. Joseph Lumsdaine 
 Dn. Wilfredo Arban 
 Dn. Carlos Porras, Jr. 
  Dn. Ricardo Arriola 

Religious Education School (RES) 
 Sr. Cynthia Salas, FMA 
 For information about  
 religious education classes for children,  
 call: (562-920-7796), ext. 317 

C. Y. M. 
 Mr. Juan Carlos Montenegro 

St. Dominic Savio Catholic School 
 Principal: Mr. Gerardo Hilario 
 For information, call: 562-866-3617 

Parish Office 
 Monday through Friday 
   10:00 am to 7:00 pm  
  (lunch break from 1 to 2 pm) 
 Saturday 
   10:00 am to 3:00 pm  
  (lunch break from 1 to 2 pm) 
 Sunday 
  9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Please register at the Parish Office 

Weekday Masses  
 Monday thru Friday 
  6:30 am English 
  8:00 am Spanish  
  12:00 noon English (online)* 
  Church doors will be closed  
 after the 12 noon Mass 

Weekend Masses 
 Saturday  
  7:00 am English 
  5:30 pm English 
   7:00 pm Spanish 
 Sunday  
  6:30 am English 
   8:00 am Spanish  
   10:00 am English (also online)* 
  11:30 am English  
   1:00 pm Spanish (also online)* 
   5:30 pm English 
   7:00 pm Spanish 
   *saintdominicsavio.org/live-mass 

Adoration Chapel 
 Monday through Friday 
   3:00 pm to 9:00 pm  

Confessions 
 Saturday 
  10:00 am to 12:00 noon 

For information on Marriages, 
Quinceañeras, and Baptisms,  
 speak to any of the parish priests or  
 e-mail: mgergen@la-archdiocese.org 

May 14, 2023 



Parish Office (Oficina Parroquial) · (562) 920-7796 

2    

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
People of Hope 
Throughout this Easter season the readings have drawn 
us into the experience of the early church. We have 
tasted the excitement and zeal of the first Christians. 
Now, with them, we listen to the words of Saint Peter, 
who reminds us that when people notice that we are 
people of hope, we should be ready to explain why. This 
challenges us. Do others even notice that we are people 
of hope? In a world often marked by cynicism and 
hopelessness, do we stand out as people who offer hope 
and reassurance to others? In today’s Gospel Jesus 
promises that when he leaves the earth he will not leave 
us orphaned. Today he promises to send his Advocate, 
the Spirit of truth who will be with us always. Let us 
acknowledge the presence of the Holy Spirit and ask the 
Spirit to make us people of hope. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Treasures from Our Tradition 
The custom of genuflection is not found everywhere in 
the Catholic Church. In fact, it is a bit of breach of 
etiquette to genuflect in most Eastern Catholic Churches. 
If you’re visiting an Eastern Catholic or an Orthodox 
church, the “when in Rome” rule should be adopted. 
Watch what the home team is doing! Usually, Eastern 
Catholics and Orthodox reserve a small portion of the 
eucharistic bread for the dying in a cupboard or 
eucharistic dove, but it is not a center of attention or 
devotion. The rule is to make a profound bow, called a 
“metasis,” toward the altar—bowing deeply while making 
the sign of the cross. 
East and West split years before we Westerners began to 
reserve the Blessed Sacrament prominently in our 
churches. Thus, the East never changed the original 
custom of bowing toward the altar. Increasingly, as 
tabernacles became more widespread in the West and 
moved into prominent placement within churches, we 
replaced the bow toward the altar with a genuflection 
toward the Blessed Sacrament when its place of 
reservation is visible. 
In a church where the Blessed Sacrament is reserved in a 
special chapel or off the main axis of the building, 
normally you should bow toward the altar when you enter 
your pew, because the eucharistic table is the principal 
sign of Christ’s presence in the church building. If you 
have ever participated in the liturgy of Dedication of a 
Church and Altar, there is no mistaking the altar’s 
significance: it is first slathered with chrism and then 
adorned with a brazier billowing clouds of incense that fill 
the whole church as a sign of prayer and presence! 
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 
 

Sexto Domingo de Pascua 
Pueblo de Esperanza 
Durante esta tiempo de Pascua las lecturas nos han 
llevado por la experiencia de la Iglesia en sus primeros 
días. Hemos saboreado el entusiasmo y el celo de los 
primeros cristianos. Ahora, con ellos, escuchamos las 
palabras de san Pedro, que nos recuerda que cuando la 
gente note que somos pueblo de esperanza, debemos 
estar preparados para explicar por qué, lo cual nos 
presenta un reto. ¿Será que otros sí notan que somos 
pueblo de esperanza? En un mondo marcado por el 
cinismo y la desesperanza, ¿nos destacamos por ser 
personas que ofrecen esperanza y confianza a los otros? 
En el Evangelio de hoy Jesús promete que cuando deje 
esta tierra no nos dejará huérfanos. Hoy promete enviar 
al Consolador, el Espíritu de la verdad que siempre 
permanecerá con nosotros. Reconozcamos la presencia 
del Espíritu Santo y pidamos al Espíritu que nos haga 
pueblo de esperanza. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 
 

Tradiciones de Nuestra Fe 
En Uruguay se celebra la fiesta patronal más grande 
durante el mes de junio. Celebran a san Cono, un santo 
italiano del siglo doce. En el siglo diecinueve los 
inmigrantes italianos que vivían en Uruguay deseaban 
tener una capilla para honrar la memoria de este santo, 
oriundo de la provincia de Salerno, Italia. 
En junio de 1885, las campanas de una modesta capillita 
anunciaron el recibimiento de una imagen de san Cono 
que llegó en procesión. Desde entonces esta costumbre 
italiana se fue haciendo parte integral de la devoción 
cristiana en Uruguay. 
Cono fue el hijo único de una pareja anciana que vivía en 
la ciudad de Teggiano, Salerno. Según la leyenda, una 
noche mientras dormían, esta pareja soñó un cono de luz 
que brotaba de la madre. Al nacer el niño decidieron 
llamarlo Cono. Desde muy niño, Cono mostro un afán por 
las cosas de Dios y a los dieciséis años ingreso a un 
monasterio benedictino siguiendo el consejo de una voz 
interior que lo invitaba a consagrase al Señor. A los 
dieciocho, su monasterio se lleno de luz y una voz 
anunció su muerte, y al día siguiente falleció. 
—Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Glz, OFM, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Bulletin Submissions 
Please send, via e-mail, bulletin submissions to 
bulletin@saintdominicsavio.org or via postal service to the parish 
office. Please submit information by the Thursday before the 
publication date. 
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Mass Intentions 
Saturday, May 13, 2023 
 7:00 am  --------- Special Intention 
 5:30 pm  --------- Emmanuel Gutierrez 
 7:00 pm  --------- Feligreses de Iglesia de Santo Domingo Savio 

Sunday, May 14, 2023 
 6:30 am  --------- Oscar Domantay 
 8:00 am  --------- Ana Leonel Ortega, Guadalupe Salazar, Eladia Gomez, Maria Soledad Echeverria, 

Pablo Echeverria, † Josefina Lopez, † Jose Manuel Herrera Meraz, † Evangelina 
Mendoza, † Angelina Torres, † Maria De Jesus Garcia Martinez, † Jesus Sandoval 
Palos, † Domitila Pelayo 

 10:00 am  -------- † Man Ling Tsui, † Ray Lucas 
 11:30 am  -------- † Antonina Abrajan 
 1:00 pm  --------- Damas Salesianas Aniv. 
 5:30 pm  --------- † Salvador y Pilar Oyarzabal 
 7:00 pm  --------- † Antonio Guzman Ann 

Monday, May 15, 2023 
 6:30 am  --------- Special Intention 
 8:00 am  --------- † Leroy James Madera 
 12:00 pm  ------- † Vincent Marie Tan Lim 

Tuesday, May 16, 2023 
 6:30 am  --------- Special Intention 
 8:00 am  --------- † Ernesto Javier Ureña 
 12:00 pm  ------- † Esperanza Carandang  
Wednesday, May 17, 2023 
 6:30 am  --------- Special Intention 
 8:00 am  --------- † Arnulfo Lagar 
 12:00 pm  ------- Angelica Obispo 

Thursday, May 18, 2023 
 6:30 am  --------- † Felisa Carandang 
 8:00 am  --------- † David Gonzalez 
 12:00 pm  ------- † Eduardo Tioseco 

Friday, May 19, 2023 
 6:30 am  --------- Special Intention 
 8:00 am  --------- Gabriela Escobar (Birthday) 
 12:00 pm  ------- † Angelina Corzo & St. Jude 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 
 7:00 am  --------- Special Intention 
 5:30 pm  --------- † Charles & Vincent Esquibel 
 7:00 pm  --------- † Refugio Ramos 

Lord, hear our prayer 
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Spring Fiesta Raffle Prize Winners 
First Prize - 83293 
Second Prize - 39320 
Third Prize - 14305 

Congratulations! 

Safeguarding the Children 
Did you know? 
Recognize Signs of Grooming Behavior 
Many adult predators “groom” 
their victims, creating an emotional 
and psychological connection with 
a child to lay the groundwork for 
future sexual abuse. Some basic 
signs of child grooming can 
include taking an undue interest in 
someone else’s child, or calling a 
child a “special friend.” 
Groomers may give money or gifts 
for no reason, or invite a potential victim on isolated 
day trips or outings without the child’s parents. For 
more signs of grooming behavior, read the 
VIRTUS® article “The Sometimes Hostile 
Community Response Regarding the Allegation of 
Child Sexual Abuse” at lacatholics.org/did-you-
know/.  

  

Reconozca las señales de un 
comportamiento de acoso sexual de 
menores 
Muchos depredadores adultos “preparan” a sus 
víctimas creando una conexión emocional y 
psicológica con un niño para abrir el camino para 
futuros abusos sexuales. Algunas senales básicas de 
acoso sexual de menores puede incluir mostrar un 
interés desmedido en el hijo de alguien más o llamar 
a un niño su “amigo especial”. Los acosadores 
pueden dar dinero o regalos sin motive alguno, o 
invitar a su víctima potencial a excursiones aisladas 
o a salidas sin la presencia de los padres de familia 
del niño. Para conocer sobre más señales de 
compartamiento de los acosadores sexuales, lea el 
artículo de Virtus® en inglés, “The Sometimes 
Hostile Community Response Regarding the 
Allegation of Child Sexual Abuse” (La respuesta a 
veces hostil de la comunidad con respecto a la 
acusación de abuso sexual infantil) 
en lacatholics.org/did-you-know/. 
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The Life Story of St. Dominic Savio 
(Biography of St. Dominic Savio) 

Adapted from 
A Brief Life of St. Dominic Savio By Paul J. Pascucci, SDB 

Saint Dominic Savio, by St. John Bosco, translated from 
the fifth Italian edition with introduction and notes by Rev. 
Paul Aronica, SDB, Salesiana Publishers, 1963. 

Childhood 
On a beautiful spring day, April 2, 1842, in the village of 
Riva, two miles from the town of Chieri, in the province of 
Piedmont, northern Italy, Dominic Savio was born. He 
was the second of eleven children born to Charles and 
Brigid Savio, who were poor, hard-working, pious people. 
Charles was a blacksmith.  Dominic was a remarkable 
boy. What we know of him comes from a biography 
written by St. John Bosco and the testimony of family 
and friends. He attended the Oratory of St. Francis De 
Sales a school, youth center and hospice founded by Don 
Bosco. 

School Days 
Dominic was very bright and enjoyed school as well as 
play. He was well liked and respected by his friends. 
Dominic had remarkable control over his emotions, and 
while he could get angry like any of his companions, he 
was able to control himself in most situations. He was 
friendly and showed early his leadership qualities and a 
strong sense of duty. He was a prayerful person and had 
an ever-maturing spirituality. 

The Savios attended church in the town of Murialdo and 
the pastor, Father John Lucca, knew them well. He saw 
Dominic in Church often. Once he learned to serve Mass 
he was there every day. While children of the time 
customarily received their first Communion in their early 
teens, Fr. Lucca recognized the boy’s remarkable piety 
and let him make his First Communion at the age of 
seven. 

Growing Faith 
As the day of his first Communion drew near, Dominic 
wrote down four resolutions, remarkably mature thoughts 
of a seven year old: 

I will go to Confession and Communion as often as my 
confessor will allow. 

I will sanctify Sundays and holy days in a special way. 

Jesus and Mary will be my friends. 

Death, but not sin. 

As we shall see Dominic lived by these resolutions. 

Imagine a boy of ten trudging a total of twelve miles to 
and from school every day for a whole school year. 
That's what Dominic Savio did, because the school he 
attended was three miles away from home, and he had to 
go and come twice a day. On one very hot day an elderly 
man met him and asked, "Aren't you afraid to walk so far 
alone on this country road?" 

"I'm not alone," replied Dominic. "I have my guardian 
angel with me. " 

"But surely you find the journey long and tiresome in this 
very hot weather!" 

"I work for a Master who pays well." 

"And who is your master?" 

"God is my master." 

While full of energy and ready to join in any game with 
his friends, Dominic’s health was weak. The long walk 
every day took its toll. The next year his parents decided 
to move from Murialdo to another village called 
Mondonio to be closer to school. 

Growing Love 
It was at this school that an incident occurred which 
shows the depth of Dominic’s kindness and 
thoughtfulness. Once a classmate committed a serious 
offense. This boy had a reputation for misbehavior. The 
culprit falsely accused Dominic of the offence. The 
teacher scolded the class, and threatened Dominic was 
expulsion, but because Dominic had never misbehaved 
before, he gave Dominic severe scolding before the 
whole class. Dominic made no reply but stood in silence 
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head bowed. A few days later the boy who was actually 
guilty was discovered. Regretting his previous harsh 
words, the teacher asked Dominic why he had not 
defended himself. 

His answer came slowly but simply: "I knew that the 
other boy was in trouble for other things. I remembered 
how Our Lord had been unjustly accused, and I hoped 
that if I kept silence he would be given another chance." 

This incident took place when Dominic was only eleven 
years old. It shows the depth and simplicity of this young 
soul. 

Meeting A Guide 
For several years Don Bosco would take some of the 
young people of the Oratory on an outing during the 
customary October break. This noisy procession of 
students would walk from the Oratory in Turin some 18 
miles to Becchi where Don Bosco grew up and where his 
brother, Joseph, still worked the family farm. Don Bosco 
would arrange for food and lodging with the pastors of 
the parishes on the way. In return the young people 
would put on an entertainment for the people of the 
towns they visited. 

Early on the morning of the first Monday of October' in 
1854, Dominic and his father went looking for Don 
Bosco, who was going to be in the town of Murialdo on 
the outing. Dominic greeted Don Bosco with a bright 
smile, "Good morning, Father." 

"Good morning, and what is your name?" asked Don 
Bosco. "Where are you from?" 

"I'm Dominic Savio. I come from Mondonio. This is my 
father, Mr. Charles Savio. Father Cagliero, my teacher, 
told me that I should talk to you. Did he tell you about 
me?" 

"Yes he did, Dominic." Don Bosco asked him about his 
schoolwork and his life at home. 

Without hesitation Dominic asked, "Father, will you take 
me to Turin with you to the Oratory to study?" 

"Well, you look like good material to me!" Don Bosco 
exclaimed. 

"Good material, Father? Good for what?" 

"To make a beautiful garment for the Lord, son." 

"Then take me with you, Father. You can be the tailor, 
and I'll be the cloth. Make me into a beautiful garment for 
Our Lord." 

Knowing a little about the boy from information given by 
his Pastor, Fr. Lucca, and his, teacher, Don Cagliero, Don 
Bosco explained, "I'm concerned about your health. Do 

you think that you will be all right? Life at the Oratory is 
not the same as at home?" 

"Don't worry about that, Father. I’ll be O.K." Dominic was 
very excited about going to Don Bosco’s famous school. 

"What do you want to do when you finish your studies?" 
Don Bosco asked. 

"If God gives me the call, I very much want to be a 
priest." 

"Bravo, Dominic! Now let's see how quick you are at 
learning. Take this book and see if you can learn this 
page by heart. Come back tomorrow when you have it 
memorized. Go now and join the other boys in that game. 
I want to talk to your father." 

Don Bosco sent Dominic off to join the other boys who 
were playing, and then he turned to have a word with his 
father. Mr. Savio assured Don Bosco that his son was a 
very good boy and a bright student. 

To Don Bosco's surprise, Dominic returned a few 
minutes later. Smiling, he said, "I can recite it now if you 
want me to, Father! " Don Bosco listened as the boy 
recited the assigned page word for word without 
hesitation or any mistakes. Dominic was motivated to 
accomplish the task as soon as he could so that he could 
join the other youngsters who were playing near by. 

With a little doubt in his voice Don Bosco asked, "That is 
very impressive, Dominic, but do you know the meaning 
of what you have just recited?" 

Eagerly Dominic explained clearly the meaning of the 
passage to the delight of both Don Bosco and his father. 

"Very good," said Don Bosco. "Your father and I have 
spoken and he agrees that you may come to Turin. From 
now on you are one of the Oratory boys. Let’s pray for 
each other." 

Overjoyed and grateful beyond words, Dominic took Don 
Bosco's hand and said, "Don Bosco, I will do my best." 

Dominic arrived in Turin at Don Bosco‘s Oratory of St. 
Francis De Sales in early October 1854. He was twelve-
and-a-half years old. 

Dominic paid Don Bosco a visit in his office a few days 
after his arrival. Dominic noticed a sign in a frame 
hanging over the door. 

"What's the meaning of those words, Father?" 

Don Bosco explained, "That is a motto, Da mihi animas 
caetera tolle. It is Latin. Do you understand Latin?" 

"No, Father." 
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"It is a saying of St. Francis De Sales, our patron. I have 
taken it as my motto. It is translated: Give me souls: take 
away the rest." 

Dominic did not fully understand meaning of the words, 
but a seed was planted in his heart. 

Don Bosco Explained, "I am very concerned that I work 
hard to help people and myself save our souls by 
following Jesus, nothing else really matters." 

Meeting Another Guide 
A second event captured Dominic’s imagination. On 
December 8, 1854 Pope Pius IX proclaimed the Dogma 
of the Immaculate Conception. Don Bosco and his 
Salesians took great care to prepare the young people of 
the Oratory for that special day. The whole community 
gathered in the Chapel. In a special prayer service the 
Salesians and the young people offered themselves to 
Mary, the Immaculate Mother of Jesus. Dominic 
remembered his first Communion resolutions and 
renewed them. Death but not sin… he remembered. 

"From that day onward," wrote Don Bosco, "Dominic 
made such evident progress in virtue, that I began to 
write down everything I noticed about him." 

Called to Holiness 
A few months later on the second Sunday of Lent, 1855, 
Don Bosco was preaching to the boys of the Oratory. He 
exclaimed, "Every one is called to be a saint, and do you 
know, it is easy to be a saint. Just do this: diligently do 
the ordinary things of the day in an extra ordinary way." 
Dominic was profoundly impressed. He began to think 
most seriously about what it meant to be a saint. 

He became quiet and looked worried. Don Bosco stopped 
him one day and asked him if something was bothering 
him, "Dominic, do you feel all right?" 

"I am fine, Don Bosco! I have been thinking about your 
sermon last Sunday. From now on, I am going to be very 
serious about becoming a saint." 

"Dominic," explained Don Bosco, "say your prayers 
devoutly. Perform all your duties exactly, and above all be 
cheerful. The Lord loves a cheerful giver." 

At first Dominic did not really understand what Don 
Bosco meant. In his eagerness to become holy, Dominic 
began to do what he understood to be penance. He had 
heard about saints of the Middle Ages who would go on 
severe fasts and punish themselves with painful physical 
penances. Dominic actually put pieces of wood or small 
stones in his bed so that he could "suffer for Christ." 
When the dormitory monitor told Don Bosco about this 
he called Dominic aside. 

"The way to be a saint, Dominic, is to be always cheerful, 
do your duties to the best of your ability, and give your 
classmates good example. Keep in mind that the Lord, 
Jesus is always with you and wants your happiness." 

The educational method Don Bosco and his Salesians 
was guiding Dominic and the other youngsters of the 
Oratory, helping them to develop and grow into maturity. 
Don Bosco’s approach to ministry was to foster in the 
young people the skills and talents that would help them 
to develop into good Christians and upright citizens. In a 
short booklet entitled, The Preventive System, he 
described his approach to youth ministry as based on 
reason, religion and loving-kindness. Volumes have been 
written about Don Bosco’s method by his Salesians. 

A Young Apostle 
Don Bosco developed youth to youth ministry a hundred 
years before the term came to be used in education. Don 
Bosco began his ministry with very little help and no 
expertise except his own experience as a child and his 
keen insights into the nature of young people. He had to 
train a taskforce of people who would become experts in 
caring for these at-risk children. He gathered a hand full 
of generous adults willing to follow his lead and a large 
number of youth whom he could train to minister to their 
peers. Dominic became one of these young apostles. 

Learning to Minister 
During the next two years Dominic grew in his awareness 
of God’s call to holiness. He was already very pious, but 
now he became a person of prayer. Dominic realized that 
part of becoming a saint was sharing his knowledge and 
awareness of God with his companions. 

Dominic was well liked by his classmates at the Oratory. 
He did well in school and enjoyed the games the other 
youngsters played. In Italy at the middle of the nineteenth 
century children did not play sports as we do today. 
Instead they enjoyed any number of games, races and 
field games. Dominic was always in the middle of the 
activities. He was always aware of what the others were 
doing and he became the mentor of his companions. The 
other kids respected him and appreciated his leadership, 
but when things went wrong he was not afraid to step in 
a bring order to difficult situations. 

On one occasion two boys had gotten into an argument 
and challenged each other to a rock duel. This was a 
common way young thugs and street gangs settled 
arguments. These duels usually ended with someone 
getting hurt and sometimes seriously. It seems that one 
boy had insulted the family of the other. The two boys 
became so enraged that the only way they could think of 
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settling the affair was to fight with stones. They were to 
meet in the lot about ten minutes' walk from the Oratory. 

Dominic Savio learned about the fight. He caught up with 
the boys and tried to talk them out of it. They would not 
hear of it. Dominic followed them to a field where the 
fight was to take place. 

Dominic pleaded "You must stop this. It is not right!" 

The one of the boys shouted, "You can’t stop us." 

"Not until I split his head open..." the other added. 

"I am not stopping the fight," shot back Dominic, "but I 
am asking you to accept one condition." 

"And what’s that? They asked. By now they had arrived at 
the field set up the duel. Each boy stood facing the other 
with a distance of about twenty feet between him. Each 
had a pile of stones arranged at his feet. On the signal 
they would began to throw the stones at each other until 
one gave up or was seriously injured. 

Dominic stepped between them. One of the two shouted, 
"Dominic, what are you doing?" 

"Do you promise you will fight under the condition I will 
set up?" 

"Yes, now get out of the way, agreed one of the boys." 

The other shouted, "Let’s get this over with. What’s the 
condition?" 

Taking out a small crucifix, which he used to wear around 
his neck, Dominic held it up. "Before you start the fight 
you must look at this crucifix, and throw the first stone at 
me." 

He strode before the angrier boy, and kneeling down 
said, "You start! Throw the first stone at me!" 

Taken by surprise, the boy began to tremble. "No!" he 
protested. "Never! I have no argument with you, 
Dominic." 

Dominic ran over to the other boy. He too was 
astonished and assured Dominic he was his friend and 
meant him no harm. 

Then Dominic stood up. Looking at them, he said with 
great emotion: "Neither of you is ready to hurt me 
because I am your friend, yet you want commit this sin 
over a stupid remark made at school. Christ, who was 
innocent, died for us rather then seek revenge from 
those who hated him." Dominic stood, silent, crucifix in 
hand. Both boys dropped their stones, ashamed before 
his courageous stand. 

"At that moment," one of them later admitted, "all my 
determination broke down and a cold chill ran through 
me. I hated myself for having forced a good friend like 

Dominic to go to such lengths to keep us from sin. To 
show my regret, I forgave the boy who had insulted me 
and asked Dominic to tell me of some good priest who 
would hear my confession." 

Apostle of Prayer 
Dominic had a special love for the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. He prayed asking for the grace of keeping his heart 
like Mary’s, free from every impure desire. "Mary," he 
would pray, "I always want to be your son. Let me die 
rather than commit a single sin against chastity." 

Every Friday he found a few minutes during recreation to 
go to the chapel with some friends and recite the Seven 
Sorrows of Mary or the Litany of the Sorrowful Virgin. 
One Saturday, for example, he invited a companion to 
recite Our Lady's Vespers with him, but the lad tried to 
get out of it by pleading that his hands were cold. 
Dominic took off his own gloves and gave them to him. 
Another time he lent his coat to a boy to have him go to 
church with him for a few moments. (Apparently, in the 
winter the Church was colder inside than it was outside.) 

Dominic drew up an interesting set of stories about Mary, 
the mother of Jesus, to tell his schoolmates. Now and 
then he would drop a good hint to get someone to go to 
confession and Communion in honor or the Blessed 
Mother. He was the first to set the example. He saw the 
Sacrament of Penance as a good place to get advise from 
the priest. 

A pleasant episode bears out his tender love for Mary. 
The boys of his dormitory had decided to set up a little 
shrine to Our Lady at their own expense so as to keep 
the month of May. Dominic was very excited about it, but 
when he found out how much it would cost, he 
exclaimed, "What can I do? I haven't a cent!" Then he had 
an idea. He got a book he once received as a prize and, 
giving it to the boys, said, "Now I can do my share for 
Mary! Take this book and sell it!" The others were so 
impressed that they too got books and things and had a 
little raffle to pay for their project. 

After they bought the decorations they began setting up 
the shrine, but by the eve of Mary's feast they had not 
yet finished. "I'll stay up to night to get things ready," 
volunteered Dominic. But his friends knew that he was 
still recovering from a recent illness and made him go to 
bed. "All right," he agreed, "but when you finish, wake me 
up. I want to be among the first to see our shrine to 
Mary!" 

Burning With Love 
About ten months before his death Dominic confided to 
Don Bosco: "Father, I desire to do something for Mary, 
but I must do it at once. I want to share my love for the 
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Blessed Mother with my companions. What can I do?" 
Together they agreed to start a group of students 
interested in promoting devotion to Mary, the Immaculate 
Mother of Jesus, and the good of the Oratory. He drew 
up a few rules and guidelines for the group, which he 
called Sodality of the Immaculate Conception. On June 8, 
1856, nine months before his death, Dominic had the 
rules approved by Don Bosco, and the first members 
were enrolled. Today the function of the sodality remains 
in the Campus Ministry Teams in Salesian Schools and 
the Youth Ministry Teams in youth centers and parishes. 

If we put the founding of the Immaculate Conception 
Sodality by Dominic Savio together with the apostolic 
direction that he received from Don Bosco, it becomes 
clear that for Don Bosco Salesian Spirituality is always a 
forward movement of prayer motivating ministry and 
ministry motivating prayer. 

Before going to Don Bosco's Oratory, Dominic would to 
go to confession and Communion once a month, as was 
the practice of the day. Dominic heard Don Bosco tell the 
boys that to keep on the path to heaven, they should do 
three things: "Go to Confession regularly choosing a 
steady confessor to whom you can unburden the heart, 
receive Communion often, and promote goodness among 
your friends." He observed that advice diligently. He had 
a great love for the Eucharist. At first he went to 
Confession and Communion every two weeks, then every 
week. Observing his spiritual progress, his confessor 
(Don Bosco) advised him to go to Communion three 
times a week and by the end of the year every day. 
Dominic placed unlimited confidence in Don Bosco, 
sometimes speaking to him of his spiritual problems even 
outside of Confession. To spend time in adoration before 
the Blessed Sacrament was his delight, and he made at 
least one visit to church a day, taking other boys with 
him. 

We should remember that Dominic lived at a time when 
Northern Italy was still influenced by Jansenism, which 
had a very negative understanding of confession and the 
Eucharist. In simple terms it regarded humanity as 
basically evil. The Holy Communion (Eucharist) was to be 
received only rarely and only by those who were worthy. 
Don Bosco was among those who were trying to combat 
this heresy. In today’s climate he would suggest frequent 
celebration of the Eucharist. His Salesians do so daily and 
offer their students the opportunity for daily Eucharist. 
Don Bosco knew well that we all need spiritual advise 
through a spiritual director and through regular 
celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession). 

 

Extraordinary Gifts 
Don Bosco himself was an eyewitness to extraordinary 
events concerning Dominic Savio. Don Bosco wrote, "I 
am recording things I have seen with my own eyes. I 
assure you I am adhering strictly to truth …" 

When Dominic received Communion or when he made a 
visit to Church he became completely absorbed in prayer. 
One day Dominic was missing from breakfast, from class, 
and from lunch. No one knew where he was. On being 
informed, Don Bosco guessed that he was in church as 
he had been at other times. His guess was right. He went 
into the sanctuary behind the main altar. There was 
Dominic, standing as immovable as a rock. One foot was 
over the other; one hand rested on a bookstand, the 
other was pressed against his heart. His face was fixed 
toward the tabernacle. Don Bosco called to him, 
"Dominic." He looked at Don Bosco and asked, "Is Mass 
over already?" 

"Look, Dominic," said Don Bosco as he showed him the 
time. "It's two o'clock in the afternoon." 

Dominic apologized. Don Bosco then sent him for 
something to eat, adding, "If anyone asks where you 
were, say you were doing something for me." 
Another time, Don Bosco had just finished his 
thanksgiving after Mass and was about to leave the 
sacristy when he heard someone talking in the sanctuary. 
He found Dominic alone but speaking as if in a 
conversation with some invisible person. Don Bosco 
heard Dominic say, "Yes, Lord, I have said it before, and I 
will keep on saying it, I love you and I want to love you all 
my life. If you see that I am about to commit a sin, make 
me die first! Yes, death first, but not sin!" 

Don Bosco asked Dominic what was happening. "I don't 
know," was his answer. "I get distracted and lose track of 
my prayer, and then I see such wonderful things that the 
hours fly by like seconds!" 

One night after all had gone to bed Dominic rushed into 
Don Bosco's room, waking him, "Don Bosco come with 
me! 

"What," asked Don Bosco? 

"Please Don Bosco, hurry!" 

With Dominic's insistence, Don Bosco dressed quickly 
and followed him. They left the Oratory, hurried down 
one street, into another, and up a third, without saying a 
word, and then into another street. They walked quickly 
along a line of tenements, and finally Dominic stopped 
before one. He ran up the stairs to the third floor with 
Don Bosco following. Dominic stopped at one door, 
knocking on the door and told Don Bosco, "Here!" 
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The door of the apartment opened, and a woman stood 
before Don Bosco. "Thank God!" cried the woman, 
"There's little time. My husband is dying. He left the 
Church, but now he wants to die a good Catholic!" The 
man made his peace with God. Don Bosco heard his 
confession and blessed him. The man died a few 
moments later. 

Days later, Don Bosco asked Dominic how he knew about 
that dying man. His face clouded over with a look of 
distress, and tears came to his eyes. Don Bosco did not 
insist. 

"Innocence of life," wrote Don Bosco, "love of God, and 
the desire of heaven had so elevated his soul that he 
could be said to be living always absorbed in God…" 

Dominic's sister, Theresa, testified that on the morning of 
September 12, 1856, Dominic rushed into Don Bosco's 
room. 

"Please, Father," he asked, "may I go home?" 

"Why?" 

"My mother is very sick, and Our Lady wants to take care 
her. " 

"How do you know?" 

"I just know, that's all." 

"Has someone written to you?" 

"No, but I know just the same." 

Don Bosco gave him permission because, as he later told 
Mr. Savio, "When your son insists on anything, I do well 
to agree with him." 

Don Bosco gave Dominic fare for the coach to Chieri and 
then a carriage to Mondonio. When Dominic arrived he 
met his father, who was on his way to find a doctor. 

"What are you doing here?" he asked his son. 

"I'm going to see mother. She's very sick." 

"Go to grandma's!" insisted Mr. Savio and rushed on. 
Dominic ran home. His mother was in labor. The 
neighboring women were doing what they could for her 
but could not help her. Dominic suddenly rushed into the 
house. Disregarding the objections of the women he ran 
upstairs to his mother, saying, "I know she's sick. That's 
why I came!" His mother was alone. 

"Dominic, what are you doing here?" she asked. 

"I found out that you were sick, and I came to see you." 

Forcing herself to sit up, she replied, "Oh, it's nothing. Go 
downstairs. I'll see you later." "I'll go, Mama, but first I 
want to hug you!" 

He quickly embraced his mother and kissed her. Then he 
left the house and returned immediately to Turin. 

A few minutes later Brigit’s labor pains reached their 
climax and subsided. It was at five that evening that 
Dominic's baby sister, Catherine, was born. By the time 
Charles returned with a doctor the birth was over. 

The women who assisted Mrs. Savio noticed she was 
wearing a green scapular. Not having seen it before, they 
asked where she got it. She too was surprised but then 
replied, " Dominic must have put this scapular on me as 
he embraced me, because I've never had one like this 
before. That is why I have been safely delivered!" 

On his return to the Oratory, the only answer Dominic 
gave Don Bosco was, "My mother is all right. I gave her a 
scapular of our Blessed Mother." 

That same scapular later saved the life of Theresa herself 
in a similar condition, as well as the lives of several 
women. While Dominic was at home, during his last 
illness, he told his mother, "Do you remember the time I 
came to see you when you in labor with my sister? I left 
a scapular of Our Lady around your neck? It was Our 
Mother Mary who eased your Labor. Take good care of 
the scapular and lend it to other women in the same 
condition. Our Blessed Mother will take care of them 
also." 

The scapular, however, was lost. "I had very many 
requests for this miraculous scapular," testified Theresa. 
"It was lent to many women in labor who were in danger 
of death. To my regret, it has been lost." 

To the Father's House 
Don Bosco promoted a practice he called The Exercise of 
a Happy Death. This monthly celebration consisted in 
conference by one the Salesians or a guest speaker on 
some aspect of faith development, an opportunity for 
confession, the celebration of the Eucharist, and prayers 
for a Happy Death. Don Bosco did not intend this to be a 
gloomy or frightening experience, but an educational 
opportunity to help the young people to examine their life 
and their relationship with God. Today the Salesians call it 
The Monthly Day of Recollection. Dominic always carried 
it out with great devotion. At the end of the prayers an 
Our Father and Hail Mary were recited "for the one 
among us who shall be the first to die." One time Dominic 
playfully remarked, "Don't say 'for the one among us'. 
Just say 'for Dominic Savio, who will be the first among 
us to die.'" 

At the end of April 1856, Dominic went to Don Bosco and 
asked how he should spend the month of May in honor 
of Our Lady. 
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"Do your duties carefully," said Don Bosco. "Speak of 
Mary to your companions every day, and receive 
Communion every day." 

"I will, Father. What should I pray for?" 

"Ask Our Lady for health and the favor of becoming a 
saint." 

"Yes, to become a saint and to die a happy death and 
have her help in my last moments and be taken by her to 
Heaven!" 

Since Dominic began showing signs of failing health, Don 
Bosco called in several doctors. All admired his 
lightheartedness, bright wit and quick responses. Doctor 
Vallauri examined him and remarked to Don Bosco, 
"What a fine treasure you have in this boy!" 

"But what is causing him to fail so quickly day by day?" 
asked Don Bosco. 

"He seems to be generally in poor health. He is an 
intense young man and puts himself under constant 
pressure to succeed especially in his spiritual life." 

"What remedy can we use?" 

"There is nothing we can do medically. The only thing 
that might prolong his life is to relieve him of his studies 
completely for some time and just give him little odd jobs 
that will not tire him." 

The doctor’s advice was based on the practice of the day, 
1857. Today a doctor would have put Dominic in a 
hospital. The general opinion today is that Dominic was 
suffering from a respiratory infection. We should 
remember that in the mid 19th century childhood death 
was very common. Respiratory deceases were not well 
understood. 

Dominic spent some days in bed. On days when he felt 
better he attended classes and study hall, and joined the 
community for prayer. However, his health continued to 
decline, Dominic did not want to go home. He did not 
want to interrupt his studies. He enjoyed very much the 
life at the Oratory, and would miss the regular prayer life 
of the community. Some months before, Don Bosco had 
sent him home. He returned to the Oratory after only a 
few days. Dominic valued the experience of Don Bosco’s 
Oratory. 

Dominic had developed a persistent cough. Don Bosco 
with the doctor decided that it would be better if Dominic 
went home so that he could receive the attention his 
mother and family could give him. Dominic was not 
happy with the decision. 

"Why are you so sorry to go home?" asked Don Bosco. 
"You should be glad to be with your parents again." 

"I want to end my days at the Oratory," he replied. 

"You will go home for a while, and, when you are better, 
you can come back. " 

"No, Don Bosco, I'll go, but I'll never come back!" 

The night before he left, he refused to budge from Don 
Bosco's side, looking for all sorts of questions to ask. 

"What can a sick boy do to gain merit before God?" 
Dominic asked. 

"Offer your sufferings to God," replied Don Bosco. 

"Will I be able to see my parents and friends from 
Heaven?" 

"Yes, you will be able to see everything at the Oratory 
and your parents. You will know everything that concerns 
them, and so many other wonderful things besides, but 
that is not to concern you now. You are going home to 
get well." 

Dominic kept asking many other questions. 

On the morning of his departure from the Oratory, 
Dominic made the Exercise For A Happy Death with his 
companions. With great devotion he went to Confession 
and Communion. He spent the rest of the morning 
packing and said goodbye to his friends He paid back two 
cents he owed to a friend saying, "Let's get this fixed, so 
I won't have to worry about it when I present my 
accounts to God." He spoke to the members of the 
Immaculate Conception Sodality, insisting that they be 
faithful to their promises to Mary and to place the utmost 
confidence in her. 

Before leaving, he told Don Bosco, "Since you don't want 
this poor body of mine, I'll have to take it back to 
Mondonio. But it would have burdened you only a few 
days, and all would soon be over. But God's will be done! 
Pray that I may die well. Goodbye till we meet in Heaven." 

As they approached the gate to the main road, Dominic 
was holding on to Don Bosco's hand. He turned to his 
companions. "Goodbye. Pray for me. We'll see each other 
where we will always be with God." Upon reaching the 
gate, Dominic turned back and asked Don Bosco, "Will 
you give me a present to remember you?" 

"How about a book, Don Bosco proposed?" 

"No, I want something better." 

"Do you want money for your trip?" 

"Yes, that's it, money for my trip to eternity. You told me 
once that the Pope had granted you plenary indulgences 
for the hour of death. Put my name among those who 
can gain that indulgence." 
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"Gladly, Dominic, you can consider yourself in that 
number now." 

Dominic then walked out of the Oratory gate with his 
father. It was two o'clock in the afternoon of March 
1,1857. He had lived at the Oratory almost three years to 
his great joy, and to the edification of both his 
companions and the teachers. He was never to return. 

For the first four days at home Dominic did well. Then he 
took a turn for the worse. He became weaker, his 
appetite failed, and his cough became more persistent. 
The doctor found that the boy's illness was much worse 
than it seemed. Thinking that Dominic had an infection, 
the doctor used the accepted remedy of the time, 
bleeding. Dominic was bled several times. He seemed to 
rally. 

However, Dominic asked to have the priest hear his 
Confession and give him Communion. They called for the 
pastor who heard his confession and gave him 
Communion. Dominic then recalled the resolutions at his 
first Communion. Several times he repeated, "Jesus, 
Mary, you will always be my friends… death but not sin!" 

After four days, the doctor had good news for the 
parents. "Thank God," he said. "We are past danger. All 
he needs now is rest." They were overjoyed at the news. 
Dominic smiled. After the doctor left, he asked for the 
sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. To please him, his 
parents agreed. On being anointed he prayed: "My God, 
forgive me my sins. I love you and I want to love you 
forever. Dominic's mind was so clear and his voice so 
loud, that all thought he was fine and on his way to 
recovery. 

He had been bled ten times. He was very weak. The 
priest gave him a special Papal Blessing, which deeply 
consoled him. He repeated often, "Thanks be to God!" 

No one but Dominic suspected he was so close to death. 
An hour and a half before he died, the pastor came to see 
him, and, noting how calmly he rested, was surprised to 
hear him recommend his soul to God. The boy kept 
praying in long, drawn out sighs. After reciting a few 
prayers with Dominic, the pastor turned to leave. 

"Please, Father," called Dominic, "give me a little 
remembrance before you go." 

"What remembrance can I leave you?" 

"A word of comfort!" 

"I know of nothing better than to recall the passion of 
Christ." 

"Thanks be to God!" Dominic answered. 

He then fell asleep and rested for half an hour. He then 
opened his eyes, looked at his parents, and gasped, 
"Papa, it's time! Take my prayer book and read for me 
the prayers for a happy death!" 

For a while he seemed to be resting. Then slowly he 
awoke. Smiling, he said clearly, "Goodbye, Papa, 
goodbye, goodbye Mama! Oh, what a beautiful sight I 
see!" With these words and a smile on his lips, Dominic 
breathed his last... 

According to the testimony of Charles Savio, Dominic’s 
father, shortly after his death Dominic appeared to him. 
After verifying it was his son, Charles said, "Oh, my dear 
boy! How wonderful you look! I don’t know what to say! 
Are you in Heaven?" 

"Yes, Papa, I am in Heaven." 

"Will you pray for us, for mother and me?" 

"Yes, I will pray for you!" 

With that the vision faded. 

A Friend Forever 
On December 6, 1876 nineteen years after his death 
Dominic appeared to Don Bosco. Dominic came to 
encourage and to advise Don Bosco about the future of 
his work for youth. In that vision Don Bosco asked his 
pupil, "Dominic, what gave you the most comfort at the 
hour of death?" 

"What comforted me most at the point of death was the 
assistance of the powerful and loving Mother of God." 

On March 5, 1950, Pope Pius XII beatified Dominic Savio. 
It is a curious coincidence that March 5, 1950, was the 
second Sunday of Lent. It was the second Sunday of 
Lent, 1855, when St. John Bosco gave the boys at the 
Oratory where Dominic Savio was a pupil, the sermon on 
how easy it was to become a saint. 

On June 12, 1954. Pope Pius XII canonized Dominic 
Savio, this 14-year-old boy from Don Bosco’s Oratory a 
Saint. 

Saint Dominic Savio is a wonderful hero for young people 
today.  This teenage saint's way to holiness was to live the 
spirituality that was shared with him by St. John Bosco and his 
Salesians, basically a life lived simply by doing the everyday 
duties of life in an extra ordinary way.  It is a youth spirituality 
that can be lived by people of all ages.  The Salesian Spirituality 
responds to the Gospel imperative given by Jesus to his 
disciples and to all who follow Him, "Jesus said to his disciples, 
‘Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the 
kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  Amen, I say to you, 
whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child will 
not enter it.’  Then he embraced them and blessed them, 
placing his hands on them." (Mark 10: 14-16) 
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