
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

The two disciples recounted what had taken place  

on the way and how Jesus was made known  

to them in the breaking of bread. 

—Luke 24:35 



 

 

together and, 

yes, at times, 

fighting for what 

you believe the 

Spirit is calling 

us to.  

It means praying 

hard and then trying new things to bring 

the person, message and healing of 

Christ to those who aren’t in our pews. 

This is not Fr. Mario’s job. It is all our 

ministry.  

I believe that we are living in a defining 

moment. The present crisis offers us an 

opportunity to “do” church differently 

and with new focus and energy, so 

people take notice. Our scriptures offer 

us story after story when the People of 

God were profoundly transformed, in 

the midst of chaos and uncertainty.  

The story of Easter reminds us that 

even death can be conquered. All we 

need to do is come out of our graves, 

unbind ourselves, and reach out to 

people with good news. This transition 

time that we call physical distancing can 

launch our parish into a new era of 

hope, engagement and solidarity. We 

can become who we know we are 

called to be. It is not “business as 

usual”. There needs to be an attitudinal 

change at every level, a conversion of 

mind and heart that conforms us to the 

true Spirit of Christ. This is the type of 

Church people want to call their own 

and I am confident that you at St. 

Joseph can make this a reality.  

Someone asked me if I would be willing 

to come back to St. Joseph Basilica – if 

that is the type of parish you want to be, 

I would love to come back. For now, I 

am very close so please reach out. You 

can contact me at: 

spmullin_124@yahoo.com; or call me 

at 510 328-2905.  

 

  A Message From Steve Mullin, Pastoral Associate 

Some Thoughts Before I Take My Leave… 
  

Millions of Americans are filing for unemployment. Joining them 

are our neighbors, parishioners, staff members in our parish 

schools and even Sr. Asha and me.  

It was decided that during the crisis surrounding Corona Virus it 

would not be fiscally prudent to maintain the full pastoral staff. 

Since most of the parish’s revenue comes from the Sunday 

Collection and is supplemented by the commercial rentals on 

Encinal, it is impossible to predict how much income the parish 

would receive to pay staff. At the same time, since we cannot 

physically meet as community, we must ask ourselves how 

much staff we need to provide ongoing ministry to our 

parishioners. These concerns led to consultations with the 

diocese and the parish finance committee and it became 

obvious that until there is more stability, reductions in the 

pastoral staff should happen. Along with elimination of these 

two positions, the remaining lay and clergy staff have taken 

significant reductions in pay. 

Am I shocked by the decision? No; I was one who encouraged 

the discussion and see the changes as proper stewardship of 

your resources. Am I disappointed? Yes.  

I came back to St. Joseph Basilica this past July with great 

hope and excitement. In 10 months, I have reconnected with 

many of the “Oldtimers” of the parish (I guess Robin and I are 

Oldtimers too!) and met wonderfully committed new 

parishioners. My time here has reminded me of the great faith, 

talent and hope that resides at St. Joseph. I have, also, been 

struck by the desire former parishioners and even non-

Catholics have for the parish. Many have expressed their 

interest in, again, becoming involved. Others have shared their 

dreams of an Island wide Catholic community that is more 

dynamic, relevant and better positioned to serve the needy and 

the new young families who have moved to Alameda. With 

commitment and a plan so much good can happen.  

I am also excited by Fr. Mario’s presence in the parish. He is a 

wonderful voice for the community. He offers us youthfulness, 

optimism and a deep faith. Fr. Mario has experienced the love 

of Jesus and how that gives meaning to his life. He wants 

everyone to know that as well, and he has dedicated his life to 

this ministry. He can be hugely successful but not without your 

support and willingness to challenge the status quo.  

As I step away from my official role in the parish, I leave you 

with a challenge. Supporting Fr. Mario does not mean just 

saying yes to him or “doing” Church the same way. Supporting 

Fr. Mario and the others on the Pastoral Staff, whether they are 

clergy or lay, means struggling with them. It means dreaming 
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Scripture Reflection Continues - Mark your calendar! 

The group that met throughout Lent, will continue to meet throughout the Easter season on ZOOM 

at 7pm on Thursdays! Join Zoom Meeting by logging into the link: https://zoom.us/j/124587892. 

Upcoming Dates:  

Apr 30, 2020 07:00 pm  

May 7, 2020 07:00 pm  

May 14, 2020 07:00 pm  

May 21, 2020 07:00 pm  

May 28, 2020 07:00 pm  

For more details, contact Anne Marie: 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or (510) 995 9409. 

Dear Parishioners,  

It has been difficult…... hasn’t it?  

Definitely, in many ways.... staying home disrupted our lives and our 

routines; isolated us from people in the way that we used to interact and 

unable to do the things that we used to be able to do.  

Sadly, some of our parishioners suffered the many effects of Covid19 -  

some lost loved ones who were near and far. There are many who lost jobs 

and undergo financial crisis. My heartfelt thoughts and prayers are with all of you.  

Amidst all of this, and in order to maintain our Parish’s financial stability, I need to leave you all 

physically but not spiritually as I conclude my services at the Parish. I have to say that the year I 

have spent with every single one of you have been very enriching for me. I have been moved by 

your passion for our Lord and your dedication to our church. Yes, you are all awesome!!  

You have all been very kind, generous, and wonderful to me. You have been very helpful, 

supportive, and instrumental to me especially in the various activities that we have done together in 

the church through the various ministries. I will miss each and every single one of you and I will 

forever treasure in my heart all the moments we have shared together and your ongoing friendships. 

I want to THANK each one of you for your individual gifts, for who you are and for what you are 

doing for our Lord and our church. I am and will always be eternally grateful for all that you have 

done for me. I promise to keep you all in my humble prayers. I hope that we can overcome this 

crisis soon and that we are able to come back to church and worship our Lord as the great 

community that we are. Until then, please continue to have hope and perseverance.  

As we continue to deal with the difficulties of today, let us continue to rely on our Lord to be our 

stronghold!  

May the Risen Christ bless you all!  

Love & Prayers,  

Sr. Asha 



 

 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting  presence  

of the Lord. Amen 

Sandy Anderson, Natalie Ackerman, Romelita 

Bautista, Emma Branigan, Ronald Bautista, 

Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, Fong Che, Jan Curtis, 

Mary Cronin, Lee Corral, Jamal Downs, Sherry 

Eastwood-Falls, Jeff  Murray, Michael Long, 

Michael Lancaster, Monte McEntee,  Joann 

Miller, Maureen McGee,  Lolla Manibusan,  

Michael Ricica,  Jose Carlos dos Santos,  Becka 

Smith, Rachel Sutherland, 

Nory Reyes, Evangeline 

Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Prosperidad Salamanca,  

Dee Pickett, Charles H.  

Thomas & John Verduzco. 

Please call  (510) 522-0181 if 

you would like a name to be 

added to the list.  

  Mass Intentions  

  Saturday, April 25 

8:00pm  †Anton Seelenbacher 
 
 

  Sunday, April 26 (Live Streamed) 

12 noon Mass †Jose Belgica 
  †Deceased Family Members of  
  Edna Go 
  Harnett Family - Living &  
  Deceased 
  †Iris Wall 
  †Judy Kbibs 
   
  Monday, April 27 

8:00 am For the People of The Parish 
  
 

  Tuesday, April 28 

8:00 am For All Souls 
 
 

  Wednesday, April 29 

8:00 am For the People of the Parish 

 
 
 

  Thursday, April 30 

8:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 
 

  Friday, May 1 

8:00 am †For All Souls  

 

  Saturday, May 2 

8:00 am Daniel Campbell - Birthday  

  Thanksgiving 
 

  Sunday, March 3 (Live Streamed) 

  †Jose Belgica 

  †Perfecto Posadas 

  †Paul Helveston 

  Sherley Lim - Birthday   

  Thanksgiving 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Kristina Taylor & Jose Belgica 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers 

and support to their families and friends. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine on them.   

May they rest in peace.  

Amen.  

Mass Intentions 

Our parishioners can continue to request for 

Mass Intentions  while  the Parish Office is 

closed during the Shelter-In-Place.  Requests 

are available the beginning of May.  Please 

email your request to Parish Secretary, Sherley 

Lim: secretary@sjblameda.org.  Please provide 

the following information when requesting for 

the Mass Intention: 

• Name of person requesting 

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - 

living or deceased 

• Date of Mass requested 

• Telephone and email information 

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of 

Mass for a requested date. We will confirm 

request by email or phone call. 

The suggested stipend is $10/request.  Upon 

confirmation, check for stipend can be mailed  

or drop off to the Parish Office.  Please indicate 

date of Mass on memo line. 



 

May - The Month of Mary  

“Some people are so foolish that they think they can 

go through life without the help of the Blessed 

Mother. Love the Madonna and pray the Rosary, for 

her Rosary is the weapon against the evils of the 

world today. All graces given by God pass through 

the Blessed Mother.” -St. Padre Pio  

 

During the month of May, we take time to honor our 

mother, Mary. She provides us the greatest example 

of unwavering faith in God, through her willingness 

to say “yes.”  

 

May is National Foster Care Month 

Grounded by our belief in Jesus Christ and Catholic 

teaching, Migration and Refugee Services (MRS) fulfills the commitment of the U.S. Catholic 

bishops to protect the life and dignity of the human person. The Committee on Migration serves and 

advocates for refugees, asylees, migrants, unaccompanied children, and victims of human 

trafficking.  

 

Did you know USCCB MRS provides foster care services to unaccompanied, refugee, and 

immigrant children? In 2019, USCCB’s Unaccompanied Child (UC) and Unaccompanied Refugee 

Minor (URM) Network worked to serve and place 552 UCs and URMs from 25 different countries 

into appropriate care.  Learn how you can become a foster parent to an unaccompanied refugee or 

immigrant minor at: usccb.org/fostercare.  

Support Your Parish! 

How can I continue to support our parish offertory if all our Masses are being canceled?  
 

You can sign up for online giving with Faith Direct.  Visit Parish 

website:  

sjbalameda.org or https://membership.faithdirect.net/CA702  

to register – it is easy and secured.  Use parish code CA702. 

If you prefer, you can mail in your weekly envelopes to:  

St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 94501 
  

Or, drop off your donations in the mail slot located at the Parish Office door.  

 

May Upcoming Collection: Maintenance  

Please help the Parish to defray the cost of maintaining the Basilica and Grounds.  

Catholic Charities’ Rice Bowl: Please hold onto your physical rice bowls until after the shelter in 

place order is lifted or consolidate your gift using Faith Direct or a check.  



 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please stop by the Parish office or check our website under 
“Sacraments” for information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Parish Office, 
510-522-0181 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409 

Note: Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 
through videoconference.  For information on how to connect, contact:  

RCIA Inquiry:  afourre@sjbalameda.org   /    Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
Pastoral Care Ministry: srasha@sjbalameda.org    /     Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com 
St. Joseph Basilica Ministries                 

All God’s Children Prayer Group - Mondays, 7:00-9:00pm, Basilica    
Basilica Choir Rehearsal  - Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Basilica 
Bible Study  - Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Children’s Choir  - Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm, Basilica  / CIA (Christ in Action Children’s Ministry) -Tuesdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm, Basilica   
Cub Scouts - Weekly Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Learning Center (Ends June) 
Grief Support Ministry - 2nd Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (Damien Room) 
Guadalupe  Ministry - 1st Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Knights of Columbus - 2nd Thursday, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)  
Legion of Mary - 2nd & 4th Fridays, 7:00 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Legion of Mary - 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Reconciliation Room 
Moms’  Bible Study Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Pastoral Care Team - 1st Saturday, 8:45-9:30am,  Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry -  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
St. Vincent DePaul Society - 4th Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Spirit Ensemble rehearsal Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm, Basilica 
Sp. Needs Inclusion Ministry - 4th Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
Taize Prayer Service  - 4th Friday, 8:00-9:00pm, Basilica 
Young Adults - 1st & 3rd Wednesday,7:30pm-9:00pm,  Parish Center (Damien Room)   
Young Families Potluck -  3rd Saturday, 10 – noon 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995– 9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 917-9558  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 

FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
Steve Mullin - Pastoral Associate 

510-995-9475 / smullin@sjbalameda.org 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sr. Asha Kooliyadan R. - Director of Pastoral Care  

510-995-9406 / srasha@sjbalameda.org  

Eric Bertelsen - Liturgy Coordinator  

510-995-9404 / ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org  

David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org / 510-5220181 

John Scott  -Youth Mass Music Coordinator 

sjbyouthband@gmail.com / 510-522-0181 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals          

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org            

Community Staff: 
Julie Guevara  - Interim Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

                                                      IMPORTANT INFORMATION     
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