
 

 

Jesus said, 

I am the way and the truth and the life.  

No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 
—John 14:6 



 

  A Letter from Eric Bertelsen 

It’s Time To Retire 

To all my wonderful friends, the People of Saint Joseph,  

As you read this week’s Bulletin, I am officially retired as an employee of 

Saint Joseph Basilica. It has been an honor and a privilege to serve you 

for over 30 years.  

On May 1st, I officially became a volunteer. For a number of months I 

had been contemplating retirement. After the first of the year, I decided that I would retire this year 

when it was the right time. With my Dad’s health changing, being confronted with the CoronaVirus, 

and the possibility of layoffs, I made the decision that it was the right time to retire. From the day in 

1987 when Father Goodwin hired me to coordinate the weekly Liturgy, every day has been a 

reward. Working for the people of St Joseph has never been a job, instead, it has been my greatest 

pleasure to serve you, and in doing so, has taught me how to see Jesus in everyone I meet.  

Thank you!  

As I said at the beginning, I am now a volunteer and will continue do the weekly Liturgy, coordinate 

Art & Environment, and being part of the Restoration and Fundraising committees. I look forward to 

continuing ministering in all these areas and working in our worship environment as we work 

towards it’s restoration. Bless you all.  

Eric Bertelsen  

Ministry Update: Pastoral Care Ministry 

Fr. Sunil Orathel will be the new Head of this Ministry.  This ministry offers the opportunity to be 

ministers of laughter and joy, of concern and compassion, of hospitality and recognition. If you 

would like to find out more about this wonderful Ministry, please contact Fr. Sunil: 

sunil@sjbalameda.org,  or Jacquie Lydon: Jacquie.lydon@sbcglobal.net (Note: During SIP, the 

monthly meeting held on the first Saturday of each month continues via video conferencing.) 

Scripture Reflection Continues Through May 

Evangelization in Place!  
 

We will continue to meet throughout the Easter season on ZOOM at 7pm on Thursdays! Join Zoom 

Meeting by logging into the link: https://zoom.us/j/124587892. 

      Upcoming Dates:  

 May 14, 2020 07:00 pm  

 May 21, 2020 07:00 pm  

 May 28, 2020 07:00 pm  

For more details, contact Anne Marie: 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or (510) 995 9409. 
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Vocation - Roman Catholics in the United States spend a good deal of time speaking of “vocation” 

and the manner in which each of us discerns our vocation for life. In today’s apostolic letter, however, 

Peter gives us the “cornerstone” of our vocation, the description of what each of us is called to first and 

foremost by our baptism. He describes our vocation as “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people of [God’s] own, so that you may announce the praises” of Christ, who called us out of 

darkness into light (1 Peter 2:9). All of us, no matter what path our life’s vocation may take us down, 

have been chosen by God, made holy, and anointed as priests in the high priesthood of Christ through 

baptism. All of this, so that we may announce the praises of Christ. Vocation is given for proclamation at 

home, in the workplace -wherever life takes us - in service, in word, and in sacrament.  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Basilica Update 

Renovations resumed in the Basilica on May 4th to remove the coverings of the mosaics and the wall in the 

sanctuary. Here are a couple of the  beautiful mosaics uncovered. 

 

To view more pictures of the mosaics posted on our Parish Facebook, visit:  

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/photos  

Note: The Blessed Sacrament will be removed from the tabernacle while work is going on, but the 

Basilica will remain open for private prayers on the following schedule: 

Monday - Friday: 9am - 7pm   

Saturday: 9am - 5pm. (Reconciliation resumed to regular hours: 3:30 - 5pm) 

Sunday: 9am - 11am  & 1:30pm - 5pm (closed for Mass live streaming between 11am - 1:30pm). 

We request everyone to continue practicing social distancing and recommended hygiene while 

Shelter In Place is in order.  Please refrain from gathering in groups and avoid touching surfaces 

and wash your hands as often as possible. 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/photos
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Special Mass Intentions 
Even though we will not be gathering here at St. Joseph for Mass on Mother’s Day, May 10th,  

due to Shelter In Place,  we will still be offering our annual Mother’s Day Mass Intentions to all 

Mothers live-streamed at the 12 noon Mass.  We remember our mothers and all mother-figures 

this Mother’s Day with much love and let us pray for each of them.  (Mother’s Day offertory 

envelopes can be mailed or dropped off to the Parish Office. Please include name(s) of loved 

one so we can pray for them throughout the month of May.) 

Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, pray for all mothers,  

so that they will be able to fulfill their maternal responsibilities.  

Help them to be lovers and nurturers of all human life from the moment of conception until natural 
death, all the while being examples for their own children.  

Pray for their children, so that they, too, will be faithful followers of Your Son.  
We offer these prayers in Jesus’ name, in union with the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever. 

Amen 

Children Liturgy of the Word Continues 

During Sheltering in Place we offer an online "Children's Liturgy of the Word" via video-conference/

Zoom at 10am each Sunday, for children ages 5 to 10 and their parents. It includes proclamation of 

the Gospel using the Children's Lectionary, opportunities for movement and singing, and a chance 

for children and their parents to reflect together on Jesus's message for the day. (Tips for a good 

experience for all: remain in mute mode unless invited by presenter to speak; if using the "chat" box 

to share responses be sure your child is using it appropriately; if you do not want your child's face to 

be seen by others either "live" in the Zoom or shared later if recorded, be sure your video is off.) For 

more information or if you would like to receive an email with the link for upcoming Sundays, please 

email Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

 

Let us not imagine that we obscure the glory of the Son by the great praise  

we lavish on the Mother; for the more she is honored, the greater is the glory of her Son.   

There can be no doubt that whatever we say in praise of t 

he Mother gives equal praise to the Son. 

—St. Bernard of Clairvaux 



 

  Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting  presence  

of the Lord. Amen 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Emma 

Barrigan, Ronald Bautista, Jazlynn Cain, Virginia  

Finn, Nia Cain, Fong Che, Jan Curtis, Mary 

Cronin, Lee Corral, Jamal Downs, Sherry 

Eastwood-Falls, Jeff  Murray, Michael Long, 

Michael Lancaster, Monte McEntee,  Joann 

Miller, Maureen McGee,  Francisco  Manibusan, 

Lolla Manibusan,  Michael Ricica,  Jose Carlos 

dos Santos,  Becka Smith, 

Rachel Sutherland, Nory 

Reyes, Evangeline Reyes, 

Ramon N. Tirona, 

Prosperidad Salamanca,  

Dee Pickett, Charles H.  

Thomas & John Verduzco. 

Please call  (510) 522-0181 if 

you would like a name to be 

added to the list.  

  Mass Intentions  

  Saturday, May 9 

8:00pm  For People of the Parish 
 
 

  Sunday, May 10 (Live Streamed) 

  Mother’s Day 

12 noon Mass For All Mothers 
   
  Monday, May 11 

8:00 am †Sally Gallagher 
  †Geminiano Acala 
  
 

  Tuesday, May 12 

8:00 am †Deceased Family Members of  

  Edna Go 
 
 

  Wednesday, May 13 

8:00 am Fr. John Carillo 
  - Ordination Anniversary 

 
 
 

  Thursday, May 14 

8:00 am †Liliano Lupetti 
  Fr. Sunil Orathel - Birthday 
 
 

  Friday, May 15 

8:00 am †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong  

 

  Saturday, May 16 

8:00 am Corona Posadas - Birthday 
 

  Sunday, May 17  

12 noon (Live Streamed) 

  †Deceased Family Members of  

  Edna Go 

  †Feliciano Ramos 

  †Roger Sanchez 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Virginia Finn, Colette Georgina Mette, 

Virginia Largoza & 

Tabitha Espinosa Tinagan 

As a Community of faith, we offer our  

prayers and support to their families.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine on them.   

May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Mass Intentions 

Our parishioners can continue to request for 
Mass Intentions  while  the Parish Office is 
closed during the Shelter-In-Place.  Requests 
are available the beginning of June.  Please 
email your request to Parish Secretary, Sherley 
Lim: secretary@sjblameda.org.  Please provide 
the following information when requesting for 
the Mass Intention: 

• Name of person requesting 

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - 
living or deceased 

• Date of Mass requested 

• Telephone and email information 

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of 

Mass for a requested date. We will confirm 

request by email or phone call. 

The suggested stipend is $10/request.  Upon 

confirmation, check or cash for stipend can be 

mailed  or drop off to the Parish Office.  Please 

indicate date of Mass on memo line. 
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please stop by the Parish office or check our website under 
“Sacraments” for information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Parish Office, 
510-522-0181 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409 

Note: Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 
through video conference.  For information on how to connect, contact:  

RCIA Inquiry:  afourre@sjbalameda.org   /    Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org    /     Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com 
St. Joseph Basilica Ministries                 

All God’s Children Prayer Group - Mondays, 7:00-9:00pm, Basilica    
Basilica Choir Rehearsal  - Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Basilica 
Bible Study  - Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Children’s Choir  - Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm, Basilica  / CIA (Christ in Action Children’s Ministry) -Tuesdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm, Basilica   
Cub Scouts - Weekly Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Learning Center (Ends June) 
Grief Support Ministry - 2nd Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (Damien Room) 
Guadalupe  Ministry - 1st Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Knights of Columbus - 2nd Thursday, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)  
Legion of Mary - 2nd & 4th Fridays, 7:00 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Legion of Mary - 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Reconciliation Room 
Moms’  Bible Study Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Pastoral Care Team - 1st Saturday, 8:45-9:30am,  Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry -  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
St. Vincent DePaul Society - 4th Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Spirit Ensemble rehearsal Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm, Basilica 
Sp. Needs Inclusion Ministry - 4th Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
Taize Prayer Service  - 4th Friday, 8:00-9:00pm, Basilica 
Young Adults - 1st & 3rd Wednesday,7:30pm-9:00pm,  Parish Center (Damien Room)   
Young Families Potluck -  3rd Saturday, 10 – noon 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995– 9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 917-9558  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 

FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org / 510-5220181 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals  (volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org            

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
 

                                                      IMPORTANT INFORMATION     

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 
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(Special edition) 


