
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Jesus said,  

“I will ask the Father, 

and He will give you another Advocate  

to be with you always, 

the Spirit of Truth.” 

—John 14:16-17 



 

  A Message From Our  Faith Formation Director 

“Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone for a reason for your 

hope...” This message from St. Peter in today’s First Reading can seem 

out of place at this time. As I write this, I am still unable to attend Mass in 

person, or invite my grandchildren for a sleepover, or go to the store 

without a mask. When we on staff members are finally able to return to the 

Parish Office, there will be fewer of us. Sometimes hope can feel like a 

distant memory.  

But even while sheltering in place we continue to gather for livestreamed Mass, and attend online 

Scripture studies, and share our faith with our families at home. What is the explanation for our 

hope? Today’s Gospel reminds us: “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you... On that day 

you will realize that I am in my Father and you are in me and I in you. Whoever has my 

commandments and observes them is the one who loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved 

by my Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to him.”  That’s a pretty strong reason for hope. 

On a practical level, I see evidence of that hope, that trust, in you. The Elect whose Easter 

baptisms were canceled still waiting in hope, preparing through ongoing prayer and service and 

online meetings. The children whose First Communions are deferred until fall continuing 

preparation at home with their parents (who pray that they don’t outgrow their clothes in the 

meantime). Our teens whose Confirmation is deferred helping with planning for next year’s 

program. Deacon Peter whose ordination to the priesthood is delayed working on building the 

Youth Ministry team. The “Lenten Scripture Reflection” team choosing to continue through the 

Easter season, gathering online each Thursday evening instead of in the Learning Center. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word continuing despite the absence of the 9:30 Mass, meeting in a 

Zoom room each Sunday. The volunteers connecting with the homebound to bring groceries and 

good cheer. The lectors, cantors, musicians, camera operators (and of course clergy) making the 

livestream Mass possible. The catechists and teachers continuing to reach out online.  

Hope is the key. Let us always remember the reason for our hope.  

Anne Marie Fourré  

Basilica Updates 

Daily Mass Live Stream 

Join us for daily Mass at 11am, Monday - Saturday, live streamed from the Rectory Chapel. To 

join, log on to Parish’s Facebook link:  https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 

Drive Through Holy Communion 

During Shelter in Place, St. Joseph will offer the distribution of the Holy Eucharist through a drive-

through manner.  Please visit our website: www.sjbalameda.org  

for more details/guidelines in participating. 
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Get Involved & Help Make  

A Difference  
The Corona Virus is challenging all of us. As a 

parish we are learning to be church in new ways 

and one parishioner is inviting us to make a 

difference.  

Our St. Vincent de Paul team received a $500 

donation from a parishioner to help families who 

are struggling to make ends meet. With this gift 

and some left over reserves the ministry will be 

able to provide much needed groceries to 16 

Alameda families.  

How else should we respond to the needs in our 

community? How can you help?  

The end of the “Stay in Place” order will not stop 

the struggles for many families in our community. 

The downturn in the economy is threatening . 

This means they will fight to pay their rent, feed 

their families and take care of their bills.  

The worst part of this pandemic may not be the 

isolation but the loss of jobs and people’s ability 

to take care of themselves financially. St. Joseph 

Parish and our St Vincent de Paul Ministry wants 

to be ready to help people. Would you like to 

become part of this ministry? Would you like to 

help us build up our financial reserves so we can 

provide emergency assistance to our neighbors 

and fellow parishioners? 

If you want to learn more about getting involved 

with St. Vincent De Paul please contact Louise 

Astle at:  louisea.svdp@gmail.com. If you would 

like to donate please send a check to St. Joseph 

SVdP, C/O Business Manager, 1109 Chestnut St. 

Parish Financial Update From Our Business Manager 

Thank you to everyone who has contributed any amount during this time - every contribution is 

particularly valuable now and we will get through this together.  I invite you to visit our website: 

www.sjbalameda.org for an update of where we stand financially and what we are doing to 

ensure financial sustainability and flexibility as we respond to this crisis as it unfolds.   

Thank you. 
 

Stan Schonberg 

Alameda 94501 or make a contribution 

through your Faith Direct Account to St. 

Vincent de Paul. Your involvement helps 

make the Resurrection real for another 

person and enables St. Joseph to be a 

parish that makes a difference.  

A parishioner wrote a reflection that 

concludes: “Jesus and the Apostles are in 

a boat at sea, when a storm hits. Jesus is 

sleeping, and the others, annoyed, wake 

him. Doesn’t he care about what they’re 

going through? He tells them not to worry - 

to just have faith. Now we, too, are in a 

storm, but we are all truly in the same boat, 

and God is with us.”  

May God be with all of us, and each and 

every one of us, and may we all row this 

boat together for the betterment of all. As 

we are Sheltering in Place, let’s find 

creative ways to help the poor, the 

homeless, the refugees, the immigrants, 

the elderly, the young, the unemployed, 

and all who need assistance in this time of 

crisis.  

This is our opportunity to demonstrate that 

our Faith makes a difference.  

If you know someone who needs our 

service, please have them call the  Parish 

SVdP Hotline, (510) 995-9471.  
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Scripture Reflection Continues Through May  

 

Laudato Si Week - May 16 - 24, 2020 

This year marks the 5th anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si: On Care 

For Our Common Home. 

In celebration, he invites us to join Catholics around the world in committing to action 

that increases our response to “the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.”. 

Visit www.LaudatoSiWeek.org for resources, action items and to see how 

Catholics around the world are making an impact. 



 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our 

prayers, place their trust and faith 

in the comforting  presence  

of the Lord. Amen 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita 

Bautista, Emma Barrigan, 

Ronald Bautista, Jazlynn Cain, Virginia  Finn,  

Nia Cain, Fong Che, Jan Curtis, Mary Cronin, 

Lee Corral, Jamal Downs, Sherry Eastwood-

Falls, David McGaffey, Jeff  Murray, Michael 

Long, Michael Lancaster, Monte McEntee,  

Joann Miller, Maureen McGee, Lolla Manibusan,  

Michael Ricica,  Jose Carlos dos Santos,  Becka 

Smith, Rachel Sutherland, Nory Reyes, 

Evangeline Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Prosperidad Salamanca,  Dee Pickett, Charles H.  

Thomas & John Verduzco. 

 

Please call  (510) 522-0181 if you would like a 

name to be added to the list.  

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Francisco Manibusan  

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers 

and support to his family  

Eternal rest grant unto  him, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine on him.   

May he rest in peace. Amen.  

Mass Intentions 

Our parishioners can continue to request for 
Mass Intentions  while  the Parish Office is 
closed during the Shelter-In-Place.  Requests 
are available the beginning of June.  Please 
email your request to Parish Secretary, Sherley 
Lim: secretary@sjblameda.org.  Please provide 
the following information when requesting for 
the Mass Intention: 

• Name of person requesting 

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - 
living or deceased 

• Date of Mass requested 

• Telephone and email information 

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of 

Mass for a requested date. We will confirm 

request by email or phone call. 

The suggested stipend is $10/request.  Upon 

confirmation, check or cash for stipend can be 

mailed  or drop off to the Parish Office.  Please 

indicate date of Mass on memo line. 
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  Mass Intentions  

  Saturday, May 16 

8:00pm  Corona Posadas - Birthday 
 
 

  Sunday, May 17(Live Streamed) 

  †Deceased Family Members of  
  Edna Go 
  †Feliciano Ramos 
  †Roger Sanchez 

   
  Monday, May 18 

8:00 am Matt Sepic 
  
 

  Tuesday, May 19 

8:00 am †Josip & Jakovac Families 
 
 

  Wednesday, May 20 

8:00 am Leticia Lim - 81st Birthday 

 
 
 

  Thursday, May 21 

8:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 
 

  Friday, May 22 

8:00 am †For All Souls  

 

  Saturday, May 23 

8:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 

  Sunday, May 24  

12 noon (Live Streamed) 

  †Jennifer Stahl 

  †Jose Belgica - 40th Day Death  

  Anniversary 

  †Kristina Taylor 

  Fr Mario Rizzo - Birthday 

     



 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please stop by the Parish office or check our website under 
“Sacraments” for information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Parish Office, 
510-522-0181 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409 

Note: Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 
through video conference.  For information on how to connect, contact:  

RCIA Inquiry:  afourre@sjbalameda.org   /    Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  
Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org    /     Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com 
St. Joseph Basilica Ministries                 

All God’s Children Prayer Group - Mondays, 7:00-9:00pm, Basilica    
Basilica Choir Rehearsal  - Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Basilica 
Bible Study  - Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Children’s Choir  - Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm, Basilica  / CIA (Christ in Action Children’s Ministry) -Tuesdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm, Basilica   
Cub Scouts - Weekly Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Learning Center (Ends June) 
Grief Support Ministry - 2nd Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (Damien Room) 
Guadalupe  Ministry - 1st Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Knights of Columbus - 2nd Thursday, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)  
Legion of Mary - 2nd & 4th Fridays, 7:00 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Legion of Mary - 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Reconciliation Room 
Moms’  Bible Study Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Pastoral Care Team - 1st Saturday, 8:45-9:30am,  Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry -  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
St. Vincent DePaul Society - 4th Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Spirit Ensemble rehearsal Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm, Basilica 
Sp. Needs Inclusion Ministry - 4th Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
Taize Prayer Service  - 4th Friday, 8:00-9:00pm, Basilica 
Young Adults - 1st & 3rd Wednesday,7:30pm-9:00pm,  Parish Center (Damien Room)   
Young Families Potluck -  3rd Saturday, 10 – noon 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995– 9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 917-9558  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 

FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org / 510-5220181 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals  (volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org            

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  

 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

                                                      IMPORTANT INFORMATION     

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 
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