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        Clergy Corner: A Message From Fr. Sunil Orathel 

Dear Friends, 

We are almost concluding: 

The season of the feasts of the Lord, with the Sacred Heart of Jesus this week.   

The strict quarantine of the season of Corona pandemic. 

The widespread frustrations over the social evils of the society.  

The season of liturgical feasts from Lent to Corpus Christi reminded us of the fundamental elements of 

our faith, nourished our souls and spirituality, may have invoked more questions and doubts in us, 

perhaps got ignored in other quarantine activities or may have passed us by quickly without really taking 

notice and affecting us. The season of feasts invites us to grasp the meaning of our faith, enter into 

fruitful dialogs, to read and expand our understanding, listen and meditate the wondrous ways of God, 

and above all, sit in solitude and pray over the mysteries of our faith and redemption. The strength and 

grace obtained from these, direct and sustain our ordinary life situations that unfold day-by-day. We 

have celebrated and acknowledged these mysteries so that Jesus may acknowledge us before the 

heavenly Father. (Mt 10:32) 

The quarantine and the pandemic leave us with many unanswered questions and uncertainties. The 

lessons to be pondered from the pandemic may include but are not limited to:  life can be simple and 

happy, church and faith can be practiced in alternative ways, celebrations and socialization is not the 

essence of faith and sacraments, Corona Virus has no distinction over race, faith, or status - even if we 

have time, some things will still remain undone, all plans and travels are flexible, the world order can be 

changed in a short time, there can be a world without crimes and man-made disasters. While we thank 

the frontline staff, we stand in solidarity with all those who were affected in multiple ways. We keep our 

reverential fear and we take courage from the words of the gospel ‘do not be afraid of the one who kill 

the body, but be afraid of the one who can destroy both soul and body.’ (Mt 10:28) 

We are all aware of the unfortunate recent incidents and events in our country and similar crimes across 

the World against the ideal of social justice and inequality. We also witnessed, instead of bullets, tear 

gas and physical confrontations, how with the simple act of kneeling, there were diffusions of tension, 

there were crying, tears, cheers, shaking of hands and even embraces. In the kneel, we hope that wrong 

will be recognized and righted; we can be renewed, cleansed and forgiven; that a new beginning will be 

initiated and goodness will ultimately be victorious and prevail. As someone tweeted “We need more of 

this, to see and hear each other, to work together, to recognize that our differences are our 

strength.” Many times good is extrapolated through tragedies. Maybe the recent events can bring about 

more social and structural change and progress towards justice and human equality. Along with all those 

who suffer social injustice, we express ourselves freely and fearlessly to our heavenly father. ‘Fear no 

one, nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will not be known.’ (Mt 10:26) 

May all our celebrations, pandemic experiences and social inequalities find purification and grace in the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus and in the immaculate heart of Mary. 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 
A Prayer for all Fathers: 

Merciful Father: On this Father’s Day, pour out your Spirit on all fathers and father-figures, near and far.  

Remember also in a special way our deceased fathers.  May they rest in peace.  We ask this through 

the grace of your Son, Jesus and St. Joseph. 

St. Joseph, may all fathers look to you for guidance and inspiration. Amen. 
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Faith Formation: the New Sunday Experience for Families  

We’re excited to share something new to help you raise your children in our Catholic faith, starting 

this fall:  

For younger grades, the focus is on family formation. Families with children age 4 through 5th 

grade can register for “Whole Family Catechesis” which meets once a month. In a large group 

setting, groups of two to four families work together to cover the day’s material, with parents 

teaching their children assisted by the Faith Formation facilitators. They will home-school the other 

weeks, using the same “Gospel Weeklies” resource. (Options for morning or evening Sundays for 

convenience of attending Mass immediately before or after class, or a weeknight.)  

Students in Junior High have a traditional weekly class on Sunday mornings, with parents required 

to attend a few times. Timed to enable your family to attend Mass together before or after class.  

Students in their second year of preparing for Reconciliation and Eucharist will attend weekly 

sessions, with their parents teaching the lesson guided by facilitators. (Sunday mornings for 

convenient Mass attendance, or weeknight options.)  

Students in 8th grade and high school including those in Catholic school who are preparing for 

Confirmation attend two Sunday sessions each month (mornings for 1st year and evenings for 2nd 

year), which will include Mass immediately after.  

All of the above will be adapted as needed to comply with continuing health restrictions (video-

conferencing, small groups, home-schooling, etc.). These programs are available to families who 

are registered in and actively supporting the parish, so now is the perfect time to sign up for Faith 

Direct and to make sure you are registered!  

Other formation opportunities that are open to all include Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sunday 

mornings (online now until we’re able to return to in person), CIA Christ in Action Ministry where 

children immerse themselves in the Sunday gospel through music and movement, and the monthly 

Family Mass with Children’s Choir (when safe to resume), plus a new monthly Family Activity on 

Sunday mornings.  

More information and registration will be available on our website soon, or contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

St. Vincent de Paul Update 

Our St. Joseph St. Vincent DePaul conference recently helped a single 

mother with an elementary school-aged child who called for help with her 

rent. She was furloughed from her job because of COVID-19 and hasn’t 

received her unemployment benefits. We were able to pay part of her 

rent and also paid her power bill and gave her a grocery store gift card. If 

you or someone you know is experiencing similar circumstances call our 

SVdP Hotline at (510) 995-9471. 

 

(If you like to get involved with the Ministry or for more information, 

please email Louise Astel: louisea.svdp@gmail.com) 



 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

Do you know of someone who is interested in becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 pm 

at: https://zoom.us/j/607011076. 

Or, for more information, contact our Faith Director, Anne Marie: (510) 995-9409, email: 

afourre@sjbalameda,org. 

Mass Intentions 

For request, please email Parish Secretary, Sherley Lim: secretary@sjblameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420. The following information is required when requesting for the Mass Intention: 

• Name of person requesting 

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - living or deceased 

• Date of Mass requested 

• Telephone and email information 

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of Mass for a requested date. We will confirm request by 

email or phone call. 

The suggested stipend donation is $10. 
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Special Needs Inclusion Ministry Meeting Continues Via Zoom 

Thursday, June 25, 6 pm 

For those who are not familiar with this Ministry, the Special Needs Inclusion Ministry is an outreach 

ministry to ensure that families and individuals with special needs experience welcome, support and 

spiritual nourishment within a faith community. The Planning team meets once a month (fourth 

Thursdays) to discuss needs and opportunities to improve inclusion of those with special needs and 

their families in parish programs and events. For link to join the ZOOM meeting or for more details 

of the ministry, please contact: 

Jenny Dow: jdcooper@gmail.com; or  

Margo Ponce Diaz: drmaponce@yahoo.com 

Basilica Construction Update ‘ 

The seismic retrofit work has commenced in the Basilica on June 16. The work will be limited to the 

grotto, upper level of the bell tower and the flower room / sacristry with dust control around areas 

needed to access these areas. Work will be performed Monday through Friday from 7am to 

4pm. Although no work is planned for the sanctuary itself, there will be significant construction noise 

during some of this time. Additionally the pipe organ will be inoperable due to being covered with 

protective sheeting. While the Basilica will continue to remain open for private prayer and reflection, 

this work is important to ensure the safety of our building. Please pardon the disruption. The 

demolition work will take about three weeks, after which there will still be another five weeks 

of rebuilding.  
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 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Emma 

Barrigan, Ronald Bautista, Jazlynn Cain, Nia 

Cain, Fong Che, Jan Curtis, Mary Cronin, Lee 

Corral, Jamal Downs, Gregory 

Falkner, Sherry Eastwood-

Falls, Ellie Fasso, Patrick 

Glynn, Jeff  Murray, Michael 

Long, Michael Lancaster, 

Monte McEntee,  Joann Miller, 

David McGaffey, Lolla 

Manibusan,  Michael Ricica,  

Becka Smith, Rachel 

Sutherland, Maribeth 

Quitoriano Reyes, Nory Reyes, Evangeline 

Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, Prosperidad 

Salamanca,  Dee Pickett, Charles H.  Thomas & 

John Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would a name to be  added or 

removed from the Sick List. 

 

  Mass Intentions 
(Masses are live-streamed  

via Facebook & YouTube) 

Saturday, June 20 

11:00pm Pedro G. Suratos 
 
 

  Sunday, June 21 (Live Stream) 

12 noon  Father’s Day 
  - Mass Intentions are offered 
  for All Fathers/Father-figrues 
   
  Monday, June 22 
11:00 am †Dan Curry 
  †Rhonda Dunkirk 
  
 

  Tuesday, June 23 

11:00 am †Tomas Ciganda 
 
 

  Wednesday, June 24 

11:00 am †Kathleen Antkowiak 
  Jose & Leticia Lim - 62nd 
  Wedding Anniversary 

 
 

  Thursday, June 25 

11:00 am †Deceased Members of  
  Belluomini & Marcheschi Families 
 
  Friday, June 26 

11:00 am †Laura Crocco Shaw 

 

  Saturday June 27 

11:00 am †Souls in Purgatory 
 

  Sunday, June 28 (Live Stream) 

12 noon Kelly Wentz - Healing 

  †Fr. OC Lim 

  †Marie Bowers 

  †Victoria Riva Vargas 

  Sherley & Patrick Thong  

  - Thanksgiving   

New Missalettes - Ordinary Times  

Parishioners are welcome to pick up a copy of 

the missalette for your personal use available  

in the Basilica. 

 

Sanctuary Flowers & Sanctuary Lamp 
The  Main Altar flowers  

and Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of June 20/21 

 are sponsored by Terry Barton, 

in honor of all those who have lost their 

lives to senseless acts of inhumanity.   

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or  
Altar Flowers Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the 

flowers that decorate the Sanctuary, or one 

candle for the weekly Sanctuary Lamp.  Your 

intention will be printed in the weekly bulletin.  

Donations for Altar Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary 

Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor, and select a date,  please contact 

Parish Secretary, Sherley Lim at 

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995-

9420. 
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please stop by the Parish office or check our website under 
“Sacraments” for information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Parish Office, 
510-522-0181 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409 

Note: Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing through 
video conference.  For information on how to connect, contact:  

RCIA Inquiry:  afourre@sjbalameda.org   /  Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org    /     Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com 

Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com  / Young Adults Group: alamedayag@gmail.com  

St. Joseph Basilica Ministries                 
All God’s Children Prayer Group - Mondays, 7:00-9:00pm, Basilica    

Basilica Choir Rehearsal  - Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Basilica 
Bible Study  - Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Children’s Choir  - Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm, Basilica  / CIA (Christ in Action Children’s Ministry) -Tuesdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm, Basilica   
Cub Scouts - Weekly Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Learning Center (Ends June) 
Grief Support Ministry - 2nd Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (Damien Room) 
Guadalupe  Ministry - 1st Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Knights of Columbus - 2nd Thursday, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)  
Legion of Mary - 2nd & 4th Fridays, 7:00 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Legion of Mary - 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Reconciliation Room 
Moms’  Bible Study Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Pastoral Care Team - 1st Saturday, 8:45-9:30am,  Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry -  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
St. Vincent DePaul Society - 4th Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Spirit Ensemble rehearsal Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm, Basilica 
Sp. Needs Inclusion Ministry - 4th Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
Taize Prayer Service  - 4th Friday, 8:00-9:00pm, Basilica 
Young Adults - 1st & 3rd Wednesday,7:30pm-9:00pm,  Parish Center (Damien Room)   
Young Families Potluck -  3rd Saturday, 10 – noon 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 

FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org / 510-5220181 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals  (volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org            

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
 

                                                      IMPORTANT INFORMATION     

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 
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