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       Clergy Corner: A Message From Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Dear friends,  

This week we have watched our country continue to struggle to find the 

balance between peace and justice as we witnessed some disturbing 

outbursts of misplaced aggression. Perhaps you saw the videos of the 

statues of St. Junipero Serra being torn down. It was a sad sight to behold, 

sad because while many are trying to lead our country through a process of 

careful and deliberate self-examination in order to come to discover and 

root out prejudice, racism, and ignorance in our lives, others are exempting 

themselves from the process, and are choosing to perpetuate the cycle of ignorance that they are rallying 

against.  

In case you find yourself confused about Serra, or feeling conflicted about our faith – as it has been 

caught up in the unjust actions of many people, places, and eras – then I offer you this article below that I 

found after doing a simple web search of Serra. It didn’t take long to find that the work of many serious 

archeologists and historians has vindicated Serra. No, our church is not perfect, as She is made up of 

sinners, who have made many terrible mistakes. But this does not mean that we should let the culture 

define who we are. Yes, we are a church of sinners, but we are also a church of saints.  

Article from the Catholic News Agency, “Who is St. Junipero Serra, anyway” by Jonah Mckeown  

In Los Angeles and San Francisco over the weekend, protestors tore down two statues of St. Junipero 

Serra, an 18th-century Franciscan priest and missionary who they accused of contributing to the 

destruction of Native American culture through his founding of the first nine of California’s mission 

churches.  

Who is Junipero Serra, and why has he become such a lightning rod for controversy?  

Born on the island of Petra Mallorca in Spain in 1713, Serra joined the Franciscans and quickly gained 

prominence as both a scholar and professor. He chose to give up his academic career to become a 

missionary in the territory of New Spain, in which Spanish colonizers had already been active for over two 

centuries.  

A California archeologist, who has studied the missions for over 25 years, told CNA earlier this year that it 

is clear from Serra’s own writings that he was motivated by a missionary zeal to bring salvation to the 

Native people through the Catholic faith, rather than by genocidal, racist, or opportunistic motivations. 

“Serra writes excitedly about how he had finally found his life’s calling, and that he would give his life to 

these people and their salvation,” Dr. Reuben Mendoza, an archeologist and professor at California State 

University-Monterey Bay, told CNA.  

Traveling almost everywhere on foot and practicing various forms of self-mortification, Serra founded 

mission churches all along the coast -  the first nine of the 21 missions in what is today California.  

Many of the missions would form the cores of what are today the state’s biggest cities - such as San 

Diego, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. In many ways, the missions were a communal venture between 

the friars and Native leaders, Mendoza said. Soldiers were typically housed in a garrison just off-site from 

the compound. The compound itself would include work areas, such as a blacksmith’s shop and places 

for crafts and weaving. The Europeans taught the Natives new agricultural techniques, as well as 

instruction in the faith, performing thousands of baptisms. There were occasional conflicts, both between 

the Natives and the friars and between the friars and the Spanish soldiers. Although Serra did not 

explicitly ban the use of corporal punishment, such as beatings, for Native Americans at the missions, 

Mendoza said, there is little evidence that Serra ever carried it out himself. Moreover, Serra specifically 



 

advocated for the rights of Native peoples, at one point drafting a 33 point "bill of rights" for the Native 

Americans living in the mission settlements and walking all the way from California to Mexico City to 

present it to the viceroy.  

The territory of New Spain already encompassed all of present day Mexico, as well as a huge chunk of 

the present-day US, mostly in the West but also Florida, Cuba and even parts of Canada. The Spanish 

would go on to construct some 100,000 churches in the New World, but the Catholic missionaries very 

often did not share the same goals, tactics, and values as the Spanish military. Serra often took issue 

with the harsh methods of Don Pedro Fages, a Catalan military officer who had come to the area in 1769 

as part of an expeditionary force. Fages was the founding governor of the presidio, or fortress, of 

Monterey, California. 

Mendoza said the worst abuses against the Native Americans in California took place after the age of the 

missions ended, when the Spanish government ceased sending funding to the 21 sites and to the 

Spanish military. The soldiers, without the support of their faraway benefactors, began to prey on the 

missionaries and the Natives. Many more Natives died during this time than had in the 60 years that the 

missions were operational. Mendoza said there was a time during the transition to the American era 

when indigenous people were more vulnerable to attacks by settlers and white authorities if they were 

not Christian. The fact that the missions had converted many Native communities to Christianity actually 

helped them survive later European abuses, he said.  

By the 1820s— nearly four decades after Serra’s death— friars at the now mostly destitute missions 

were writing letters of grievance to the American and Mexican governments, advocating for better 

treatment for the Natives, Mendoza said. The California gold rush in the 1840s saw hundreds of 

thousands of European settlers come to the area, with little to no protections afforded to the Natives. 

While the Native peoples did suffer instances of horrific abuse, Mendoza said many people conflate the 

abuses the Natives suffered long after Serra’s death with the period when Serra was alive and building 

the missions.  

After California became a state in 1850, the state constitution for years deprived indigenous people of 

any legal protection, meaning a white person could kill one of them with no consequences. One of the 

figures associated with well-documented atrocities against Native Americans was Governor Leland 

Stanford - the namesake of Stanford University— who while he was governor in the late 1800s had a 

specific militia to hunt down and slaughter Natives.  

In light of this, Mendoza said it is especially ironic that there have been several successful efforts in 

recent years to expunge Serra’s name from campus buildings and landmarks at Stanford, but relatively 

few calls to rename the university itself.  

The missions had a huge effect on modern-day California. Apart from bringing Catholicism to the area in 

a big way, the missions also brought California its wine industry, which - pre-pandemic, at least -   

pumped $50 billion into California’s economy and employed some 325,000 people.  

Most importantly to Serra, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles today cares for more souls than any other 

diocese in the country, with nearly 300 parishes, and millions of Catholics. “Unlike many of us today, 

Serra was a man on a mission,” Mendoza said. “He was absolutely determined to engage the salvation 

of indigenous communities. And while for some that may be seen as an intrusion, for Serra in his time, 

that was seen as one of the most benevolent things one could do— to give one’s life over to others, and 

that’s what he did.”  

https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/who-is-saint-junipero-serra-anyway-40581 
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WELCOME TO THE FAMILY! 

Our Elect, Dani Engebretson, accompanied by her family, her sponsor and some of her fellow 

journeyers in RCIA, was fully initiated, celebrating the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist on June 20 at the 11 am Mass live-streamed on Facebook.  May God bless Dani as she 

continues to grow in faith. And, many thanks to all who assisted in her faith formation.  

(R.C.I.A is offered year round; whenever someone is interested in becoming Catholic, we are here 

to help.  Please contact Anne Marie at 510-995-9409 or afourre@sjbalameda.org.) 

St. Joseph Basilica Public Mass 

We are excited that we can begin to offer the Public Masses again. To begin to bring you back in 

the safest way we can, we will begin with one Public Mass at 9:30 am. However, Parishioners are 

requested to register to attend the Mass each week - attendance is limited to 100 people per the 

Alameda County's Covid-19 Re-opening Guidance for Places of Worship.  Please visit our website 

to watch the important video and guidelines to register for the Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 

A small number of seats are being reserved for people without computer access - you can call our 

office at (510) 522-0181 to reserve on a first-come-first-serve basis. 

Note: We will continue to life-stream the 12 noon Sunday Mass on our YouTube. Catholics in 

the Diocese of Oakland are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further 

notice. We encourage you to live-stream Mass each weekend for those of you who prefer to stay at 

home or are not feeling well. 
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Mass Intentions 

For request, please email Parish Secretary, Sherley Lim: secretary@sjblameda.org or call (510) 

995 9420. The following information is required when requesting for the Mass Intention: 

• Name of person requesting 

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - living or deceased 

• Date of Mass requested 

• Telephone and email information 

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of Mass for a requested date. We will confirm request by 

email or phone call. The suggested stipend donation is $10. 

Have you signed up? It’s an online service for accessing 
thousands of Catholic videos, audios and eBooks On 
Demand anytime, anywhere! As a member, you will have 
access to entertaining movies, inspiring audio talks, 
informative bible studies, and much more, in English and 
Spanish. We are providing this resource free of charge to 
help our parishioners learn and grow in their faith. 
Registering is easy at: www.sjbalameda.formed.org. 

Weekly Scripture Reflection  
Thursdays at 7:00 pm 

Prepare for Sunday’s readings by joining us via ZOOM for reflection, prayer experience and group 

sharing using the upcoming Gospel or one the other readings. All are welcome!  To join ZOOM 

meeting, log into the link below: 

https://zoom.us/j/124587892 
Meeting ID: 124 587 892 
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Financial Stewardship: Support your Parish 

- Online Giving With Faith Direct 

What is Faith Direct? It enables parishioners to make church 

contributions through either direct debit from your bank account or 

through your credit/debit card.  No more writing checks and mailing or  

dropping them off to the Parish Office during Shelter in Place. Now you 

can apply the convenience of direct debit to your parish offerings in 

much the same way as you may now use it to make your mortgage, car, etc. To enroll visit: 

www.faithdirect.net and our parish code is CA702.  All enrolment is secure online. If you need help, 

please contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg, (510) 995-9411 or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

This Weekend  Special Collection: HOLY FATHER (Peter’s Pence) 

You can donate through FaithDirect.  Or, you can mail or drop the envelope to the Parish Office. 

Thank you for your support. 
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  Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Emma 

Barrigan, Ronald Bautista, Jazlynn Cain, Nia 

Cain, Fong Che, Jan Curtis, Mary Cronin, Lee 

Corral, Jamal Downs, Gregory Falkner, Sherry 

Eastwood-Falls, Ellie Fasso, Patrick Glynn, Jeff  

Murray, Michael Long, Michael Lancaster, Monte 

McEntee,  Joann Miller, David McGaffey, Lolla 

Manibusan,  Michael Ricica,  Becka Smith, Rachel 

Sutherland, Maribeth Quitoriano Reyes, Nory 

Reyes, Evangeline Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Prosperidad Salamanca,  Dee Pickett, Charles H.  

Thomas & John Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would a name to be  added or 

removed from the Sick List. 

  Mass Intentions 
(11am & 12 noon Masses are live-streamed  

via Facebook & YouTube) 

Saturday, June 27 

11:00pm For the People of the Parish 
 
 

  Sunday, June 28,  

  (9:30 am & 12 noon) 

  Kelly Wentz - Healing 
  †Fr. OC Lim 
      †Victoria Riva Vargas  
  †Marie Bowers 
  Victoriano Nabaza Jr. & Amelia  
  Nabaza - 54th Wedding Anniversary 
  Baby Tiley - Birthday 
 
  Monday, June 29 

11:00 am †Joseph Vohryzka 
  
 

  Tuesday, June 30 

11:00 am Noel & Nida Legaspi 

  - 30th Wedding Anniversary 
 
 

  Wednesday, July 1 

11:00 am †Delfin D. Mariano 

 
 

  Thursday, July 2 

11:00 am †Pedro G. Suratos 
 
  Friday, July 3 

11:00 am Concepcion M. Mitchell - Birthday 

 

  Saturday July 4 

11:00 am For the People of the Parish 
 

  Sunday, July 5  

  (9:30am & 12 noon) 

  Elpidio Tanglao(+)  

  and Rosa Tanglao (Birthday) 

  †Solina Guiang 

     †Cenon Pedroche 

  Sherley & Patrick Thong 

  - thanksgiving 

Missalettes - Ordinary Times  

Parishioners are welcome to pick up a copy 

of the missalette for your personal use that 

are still available in the Basilica. 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or  
Altar Flowers Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers 

that decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be 

printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Altar 

Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor, and select a date,  please contact 

Parish Secretary, Sherley Lim at:  

secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995-9420. 

 

Sanctuary Flowers & Sanctuary Lamp 
The  Main Altar flowers  &  

Sanctuary Lamp 

for the week of June 27/28 

 are sponsored by  

The Scampavia Family  

in loving memory of  

Josephine Scampavia 

on the first anniversary of her death. 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will 



 

GOD BLESS AMERICA! HAPPY FOURTH OF JULY! 
 

 

 

 

 
 

In observance of Fourth of July holiday that falls on Saturday, Parish Office will  

be closed on  Friday, July 3rd. Since staff will not be checking phone messages or  

emails on Friday, if you need to urgently contact a priest please  

call our office line (510) 522-0181 and select option 9 on the main menu.   

We wish you a safe holiday. God Bless.  
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please stop by the Parish office or check our website under 
“Sacraments” for information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Parish Office, 
510-522-0181 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409 

Note: Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing through 
video conference.  For information on how to connect, contact:  

RCIA Inquiry:  afourre@sjbalameda.org   /  Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org    /     Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com 

Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com  / Young Adults Group: alamedayag@gmail.com  

St. Joseph Basilica Ministries                 
All God’s Children Prayer Group - Mondays, 7:00-9:00pm, Basilica    

Basilica Choir Rehearsal  - Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Basilica 
Bible Study  - Thursdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Children’s Choir  - Thursdays, 4:00-5:00pm, Basilica  / CIA (Christ in Action Children’s Ministry) -Tuesdays, 3:30 - 4:30 pm, Basilica   
Cub Scouts - Weekly Mondays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Learning Center (Ends June) 
Grief Support Ministry - 2nd Thursday, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (Damien Room) 
Guadalupe  Ministry - 1st Thursday, 7:00 - 8:30 pm, Parish Center  (St. Joseph Room) 
Knights of Columbus - 2nd Thursday, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)  
Legion of Mary - 2nd & 4th Fridays, 7:00 - 8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Legion of Mary - 1st & 3rd Saturdays, Reconciliation Room 
Moms’  Bible Study Tuesdays, 10:00-11:30am, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Pastoral Care Team - 1st Saturday, 8:45-9:30am,  Parish Center (St. Joseph Room) 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults Inquiry -  Wednesdays, 7:30-9:00pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
St. Vincent DePaul Society - 4th Thursdays, 7:00-8:30pm, Parish Center (St. Joseph Room)   
Spirit Ensemble rehearsal Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm, Basilica 
Sp. Needs Inclusion Ministry - 4th Thursdays, 6:30 - 7:30 pm, Parish Center (Mother Teresa Room) 
Taize Prayer Service  - 4th Friday, 8:00-9:00pm, Basilica 
Young Adults - 1st & 3rd Wednesday,7:30pm-9:00pm,  Parish Center (Damien Room)   
Young Families Potluck -  3rd Saturday, 10 – noon 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 

FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org / 510-5220181 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals  (volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org            

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
 

                                                      IMPORTANT INFORMATION     

St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 
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