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Clergy Corner: A Message From Fr. Sunil Orathel 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

This week will see the summertime celebration of the Transfiguration of the Lord. The story of the 
Transfiguration is proclaimed twice each year; once on the Second Sunday of Lent, and then again 
on August 6. In Lent, the revelation of Jesus’ glory foreshadows the triumph of Easter. During the 
summer, this feast comes - significantly - forty days before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross.  

In the Gospel proclaimed on this day, Peter wants to know if he should build “three tents.” In 
Hebrew, the tents are sukkot, rickety harvest shacks also called in English “tabernacles” (from the 
Latin word for “little shelters”) that harvesters set up in fields so they can stay there to work day and 
night. Harvest booths are built and ornamented for the Jewish festival of Sukkot. One aspect of this 
festival is eager anticipation for the ingathering of all peoples (including ancestors Moses and 
Elijah) under God’s own sukkot shalom, the tent of peace. In some patristic traditions, the late 
summer and early autumn of the church year are imagined as an extended ingathering festival that 
begins today and reaches fulfillment at Epiphany.  

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Dear Friends, 

In the last two weeks we reflected upon the parables on the Kingdom of 
God. The coming weeks will again present to us the miracle narratives. 
The Kingdom of God takes shape through the multiplication of five 
loaves and two fish to feed five thousand men, not counting women and 
children.  
 
There was an elderly poor woman who found a letter on her door step. 
The letter from God read that God is going to visit her on Wednesday. She thought, inspite of all 
the wealthy, healthy and rich homes, why God has chosen her little poor home. In the morning she 
cleaned her home, collected the little money she had and went to the market to buy some bread 
and things to prepare a meal for God. As she was returning, one hungry poor man begged her for 
something to eat. She resisted, but felt compassion and gave the bag of food to him. Since the 
man was shivering, she gave her old warm blanket as well. Wondering what else to prepare for 
God, she reached home and found a letter from God saying: “I visited you and you gave me not 
only food but also the blanket”.  

God becomes food to the hungry, shelter to the homeless, health to the sick, comfort to those in 
despair, joy to those in sadness or warmth to the lonely. We become the agents of change and the 
presence of God, when we are ready to present to the Lord whatever we are or we have that takes 
the place of the five loaves and two fish, making the miracle of multiplication and human 
satisfaction continue to happen today amidst us. Along with St. Paul we ask: will anguish, distress, 
persecution, famine, nakedness, peril, sword, pandemic, poverty or selfishness; what can stop me 
or will prevent me?  

I like to use this opportunity to thank all of you for your support, love, care, concern, supplies and 
prayers for us the clergy. We deeply appreciate your kindness and friendship. May God bless you 
all. 

Fr. Sunil 
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Upcoming Event: Saturday, August 8 
Blessing for Special Needs Families via ZOOM 

The beginning of the school year can be stressful for families with special needs children, from 

proposing education goals, meeting new teachers and therapists to helping kids master social 

skills. This year, we are all being faced with further challenges due to the pandemic. To help 

provide a space for healing and grace, the Special Needs Inclusion Ministry and Father Mario have 

arranged a ZOOM blessing meeting. Families of special needs children are invited for a blessing 

for the new school year on Saturday, August 8th at 10 a.m. Please join us for the blessing on the 

following ZOOM LINK: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87230401248? 

Meeting ID: 872 3040 1248  

Password: 929526  

 

For more information, please contact the Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: 

Jenny Cooper:  jdowcooper@gmail.com or 

Margo Ponce: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A) 
Do you know of someone who is interested in becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 pm 

at: https://zoom.us/j/607011076. 

For more information on RCIA,  please email Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 510-

995 9409 

Virtual Rosary Before 12 Noon Sunday Mass 

Join our Young Adult Group (YAG) 

at 11:15 am to pray the Rosary 

before the Basilica's 12 noon Mass 

Live-streaming - all are welcome! 

Please click on link below to 

participate:  

ZOOM Link:  

https://us04web.zoom.us/

j/73962387570  

Meeting ID: 739 6238 7570  

Password: 2JfAP2  

Want to know more about this 

Ministry? Email: 

AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

for information. 

mailto:jdowcooper@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
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Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Julita Bautista, Romelita 

Bautista, Ronald Bautista, 

Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, Fong 

Che, Jan Curtis, Mary Cronin, 

Martha Flores, Patricia & Suzy 

Glynn, Robert Javier, Jeff  

Murray, Monte McEntee, David 

McGaffey, Michael Ricica,  

Gina Sifuentes, Rachel 

Sutherland, Anna Rossi, Nory 

Reyes, Evangeline Reyes, Miguela Reyes, 

Ramon N. Tirona,  Charles H.  Thomas & John 

Verduzco. 
 

We started the new Sick List in August.  Please 

email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 

9420 if you would like a name to be added on the 

new list. 

  Mass Intentions 
(11am & 12 noon Masses are live-streamed  

via Facebook & YouTube) 

 

Saturday, August 1 

11:00pm  †All Souls 
   
 
 

  Sunday, August 2 

  9:30 am & 12 noon Masses 

  Lydia Yalung - Thanksgiving 

  †Norlito Tirona - Death Anniversary 

     The Jansz Family - Healing 

 
  Monday, August 3 

11:00 am The Dubow Family 
  
 

  Tuesday, August 4 

11:00 am †Robert Bruce Quinn 
 
 

  Wednesday, August 5 

11:00 am Rose Aghaji-Egbuonu - Birthday 
  Thanksgiving 

 
 
 

  Thursday, August 6 

11:00 am For the People of the Parish 
  - Living & Deceased 
 
  Friday, August 7 

11:00 am †For All Souls 

 

  Saturday August 8 

11:00 am †Souls in Purgatory 
 

  Sunday, August 9 

  9:30am & 12 noon Masses 

  †Mabel Williams 

  †Genevieve & Emilio Avila 

  Sherley & Patrick Thong -  

  Thanksgiving  

  Melva Ramos - Birthday  

   

   

The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!  

(Pope Paul VI)  

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Saint John Mary Vianney (1786-1859) 
August 4 

A busy pastor jokingly suggests the secret of John 

Vianney’s holiness: “He died seventeen years before 

telephones!” Call they didn’t, but visit they did, 

keeping Vianney eighteen hours a day in the 

confessional. Stories abound of reading hearts and 

exorcisms, but Vianney’s first miracle was getting 

ordained. Difficulty with studies delayed him, 

prompting the rector’s apology to the bishop, “So far 

to ordain just one, especially this one!” The bishop, 

who could not know he was ordaining the future 

patron saint of parish priests, replied, “No burden to 

ordain one good priest!” In Ars, only an elderly 

handful attended Mass, “praying,” one told Vianney, 

“for a priest with brains.” But he stayed forty-two 

years, fulfilling the promise he made the day he 

arrived. In a sculpture just outside the village Vianney 

points skyward: “Show me the way to Ars,” he tells a 

boy, “and I’ll show you the way to heaven.” To 

someone who feared there was no heaven beyond 

the grave, Vianney smiled, “My child, it would have 

been heaven enough to have lived as Jesus’ disciple 

on earth.”  
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley Lim  510
-995-9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 
       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 
FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals  (Volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

Mass Schedules (During Shelter In Place:   

- Daily Mass (Mon - Sat) at 11 am - Livestream via Facebook 

- Sunday Mass In The Quad at 9:30 am 

Parishioners are requested to register to attend the Mass each week - attendance is limited to 100 people 

per the Alameda County's Covid-19 Re-opening Guidance for Places of Worship.  Please visit our website to 

watch the important video and guidelines to register for the Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 

A small number of seats are being reserved for people without computer access - if you know of any 

parishioners needing help registering, you can Parish Secretary, Sherley Lim (510) 995 9420 no later than 

Thursday 2:00pm to assist with registration. 

 

- Sunday Mass at 12 noon Livestream on our YouTube. Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland 

are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. We encourage you to live-

stream Mass each weekend for those of you who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling well. To live-

stream, visit our website: www.sjbalameda.org for our YouTube link (note: new link each week). 

• Drive-through  or walk through welcome Communion on Sundays  

Starts 2 pm and ends 3 pm (or until further notice) 

mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sg@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

(Special edition) 


