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A Reflection From Parish Director Of Faith Formation 

“Twentieth Sunday of Ordinary Time” 

Ordinary? This time is anything BUT ordinary. I know that liturgically 

“Ordinary Time” refers to the fact that the weeks are numbered (as in 

“ordinal”) and not meaning average or normal, but still...  

Instead of being in my basement office, in meetings in the Parish 

Center or Sunday sessions in the Elementary School, my days are 

spent working on a laptop in my living room and my evenings on 

Zoom. If I stop by the Parish Office to pick up supplies or check my 

mail, I first complete an online COVID-symptom screening. Although there was no Fourth of July 

parade, I watched the parade of SJND graduates in decorated cars driving down Encinal, the 

Black Lives Matter march past my house, and “dancing in the street for justice.” The last of our 

adult Elect who should have been baptized at the Easter Vigil will finally be fully initiated next 

week; the two children still haven’t been scheduled. Mass is attended via computer screen, while 

my cat demands my attention. We’re starting to plan a few First Communions at a time during our 

outdoor Masses, and our teens will be confirmed next month long after their original date. We’re 

trying to determine how many Zoom rooms we’ll need to accommodate our online, interactive Faith 

Formation classes, and how to assist families with their homeschooling concerns. Definitely not 

ordinary times.  

Today’s Gospel doesn’t sound very ordinary, either. Did Jesus really compare the Canaanite 

woman to a dog? The world is topsy-turvey. Yet she doesn’t take no for an answer. “Please, Lord, 

for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” Humility, but also 

persistence. And her faith is rewarded and her request granted.  

The words of last Sunday’s Communion Song struck me like never before: “Here I am, standing 

right beside you. Here I am; do not be afraid... I am here in the midst of every trial. I am here in the 

face of despair... Here I am, I am here.” In ordinary times and extraordinary times, we are 

challenged to hold fast to our faith and remember God is right beside us. We are in this together.  

Anne Marie Fourré  

Director of Faith Formation  
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Diocesan Communications to Parish Community:  

Phising Scam 

The Diocese of Oakland warns the public of an ongoing phishing scam involving emails 

and texts purportedly from Bishop Barber, diocesan priests or parish/Chancery staff. 

This scam has hit many parishes across the United States, as well as other faith 

communities. The Federal Trade Commission provided information on this scam in July 

2019. The email or text purports to be from a person the target knows, such as one’s 

pastor, a parish staff member, the bishop or someone else from the Church. If the target 

responds to the fake email or text, the sender will follow up with a request for some sort of monetary 

assistance, often for gift cards, Google Play cards or iTune cards.  

It is truly unfortunate cyber criminals will attempt to exploit the generous nature of our community. Sending 

emails or texts asking for cash or gifts cards is not how priests, parishes or the Diocese of Oakland seeks 

financial assistance for our work. If you receive an email or text from a trusted church personnel asking for 

assistance, confirm by calling that person and do NOT respond to the email or text.  

If you or someone you know paid a scammer with a gift card, report it as soon as possible. Call the card 

company and tell them the gift card was used in a scam. Here is contact information for some of the gift card 

companies that scammers use most often. Then, tell the FTC about it at ftc.gov/complaint. Your reports may 

help law enforcement agencies launch investigations that could stop imposters and other fraudsters in their 

tracks.  

Report gift card scams: 

Amazon  

• Call 1 (888) 280-4331  

• Learn about Amazon gift card scams here.  

Google Play  

• Call 1 (855) 466-4438  

• Report gift card scams online here.  

• Learn about Google Play gift card scams here.  

iTunes  

• Call Apple Support at 1 (800) 275-2273, then say “gift card” to be connected to a live representative.  

• Learn about iTunes gift card scams and how to report them here.  

Steam  

• If you have a Steam account, you can report gift card scams online here.  

MoneyPak  

• Call 1 (866) 795-7969  

• Report a MoneyPak card scam online here.  

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially  

Father Thomas Lester  

(Fr. Tom served as a Redemptorist for thirty years, and as a priest of the Diocese Oakland for forty years) 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers and support to his family and friends. 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.   

May he rest in peace.  Amen.  

https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/blog/2019/07/worshipers-targeted-gift-card-scam
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/
https://www.amazon.com/giftcardscams/b?ie=UTF8&node=15435487011
https://support.google.com/faqs/answer/2952493
https://support.google.com/googleplay/answer/9057338?hl=en&ref_topic=9057343
https://support.apple.com/itunes-gift-card-scams
https://help.steampowered.com/en
https://www.moneypak.com/security
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Daily Rosary at 8:00 pm 

Join Fr. Mario in praying the Rosary nightly on our 

Facebook page. Invite your family and friends - all 

are welcome! You don't need a Facebook account to 

participate: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 

If you ever feel distressed during your day --  

call upon our Lady -- just say this simple prayer: 

'Mary, Mother of Jesus, please be a mother to me 

now.' I must admit -- this prayer has never failed me. 

—St.Teresa of Calcutta  

Month of August: Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Retreat Via ZOOM: SAN DAMIANO "SISTERS IN SPIRIT SERIES"  

Join Jan Stegner's monthly series for women: Sisters In Spirit (SIS). All meetings will be live on 

Zoom from 11:00 to 12:30pm. Note the following 2020 dates:  

• August 18, St. Clare  

• September 29, Thea Bowman  

• October 20, Women Mystics  

 
For more information and register for this free event, visit:  

https://sandamiano.org/events/sisters_in_spirit/  

Our Catholic Schools need your help!  
 

Please take a moment to contact your Members of 

Congress to ask for emergency aid to Catholic schools 

and our families in the next Covid-19 Legislation 

package. Learn more at https://www.votervoice.net/

USCCB/Campaigns/74377/Respond  

Thank you, Jesus, for the blessing of all the parishes, priests, and Catholic School supporters that 

make our school possible. We are grateful for the long tradition of committed Catholics, especially 

the women religious, who began our schools and preserved them through the years, and also for 

those who work for its future. Help us to follow their example of Service and Generosity when it is 

our turn to preserve the Faith. 

https://sandamiano.org/events/sisters_in_spirit/
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/74377/Respond
https://www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns/74377/Respond
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Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Ronald 

Bautista, Lee Corral, Jazlynn Cain, Nia Cain, 

Fong Che, Mary Cronin, 

Martha Flores, Patricia & Suzy 

Glynn, Celina Gutierrez, 

Robert Javier, Jeff  Murray, 

Monte McEntee, David 

McGaffey, Michael Ricica,  

Marian Schobert, Rachel 

Sutherland, Anna Rossi, Nory 

Reyes, Evangeline Reyes, 

Miguela Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, Charles H. 

Thomas & John Verduzco. 
 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would like a name to be 

added on to the Sick list. 

  Mass Intentions 
(11am & 12 noon Masses are live-streamed  

via Facebook & YouTube) 

 

Saturday, August 15 

11:00pm Michael Egbuonu - Birthday  
  Thanksgiving 

   

  Sunday, August 16 

  9:30 am & 12 noon Masses 

  †Mary Turowski 

     †Jennifer Stahl 

  †Julita Bautista 

  †For Poor Souls in Purgatory 

  (special intention of Lilian Dubow) 

  Jocelyn Pare - Birthday 

 
  Monday, August 17 

11:00 am Ifeoma Egbuonu - Birthday  
  Thanksgiving 
  
 

  Tuesday, August 18 

11:00 am Chidi Egbuonu - Birthday  

  Thanksgiving 
 
 

  Wednesday, August 19 

11:00 am †Madelene Kim Pham 

 
 
 

  Thursday, August 20 

11:00 am †Aurelia & Aurora Finuliar 
 
  Friday, August 21 

11:00 am For the Intentions 

  of Sherley Lim  

 

  Saturday August 22 

11:00 am Karen Jaquzzi - Healing  
 

  Sunday, August 23 

  9:30am & 12 noon Masses 

  †Fr. Thomas Lester  

  †Robert Rose 

  †Joaquin Gabriel 

  Celina Gutierrez - healing 

   

  The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!  

(Pope Paul VI)  

 

Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

This week we observe another Marian celebration, 

the Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Its original 

date was May 31, when it was instituted by Pius XII in 

1954, but it was eventually moved to August 22 so 

that its close relationship with the Assumption might 

be made clear. Mary’s queenship is multi-

dimensional: she reigns gloriously in heaven as 

queen and mother; she is the queen who intercedes; 

she is the sign of the Church in its future glory.  

Of course, the traditions surrounding the Blessed 

Mother’s queenship extend much further back than 

the establishment of this feast. In the eighth century 

St. John Damascene could write, “When she became 

Mother of the Creator, she truly became Queen of 

every creature.” According to Jewish tradition, the 

mother of the king was accorded a seat of honor at 

the right of the king. With Jesus’ royal heritage as a 

descendant and member of the house of David, Mary 

quite naturally takes her proper place as the queen 

mother. Pius XII simply recalled these traditions and 

gave us a day to remind us of how we can direct our 

prayers to Mary, our Queen.  

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  



 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should begin at 
least six months in advance of the proposed wedding date. 
Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly to begin the process. 
Call (510) 995-9421 or email: frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 

• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley Lim  510
-995-9420, or email: secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  
       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 
       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Dcn. Peter Lawongkerd (Youth Ministry Coordinator) 
510-995-9474 / deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  8:30am - 5:00pm  
(Office Closed for lunch: Noon to 1:00pm) 

Volunteer Coverage 
Sat. 8:30am - 12:30pm /  Sun. 8:30am - 1:00pm 

—————————————————————————— 

Parish Website: www.sjbalameda.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/sjbalameda 

FORMED: www.sjbalameda.formed.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for  Funerals  (Volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

Mass Schedules (During Shelter In Place):   

- Daily Mass (Mon - Sat) at 11 am : Livestream on Facebook 

- Sunday Mass In The Quad at 9:30 am 

Parishioners are requested to register to attend the Mass each week - attendance is limited to 100 people 

per the Alameda County's Covid-19 Re-opening Guidance for Places of Worship.  Please visit our website to 

watch the important video and guidelines to register for the Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 

A small number of seats are being reserved for people without computer access - if you know of any 

parishioners needing help registering, you can Parish Secretary, Sherley Lim (510) 995 9420 no later than 

Thursday 2:00pm to assist with registration. 

 

- Sunday Mass at 12 noon Livestream on our YouTube. Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland 

are dispensed from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. We encourage you to live-

stream Mass each weekend for those of you who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling well. To live-

stream, visit our website: www.sjbalameda.org for our YouTube link (note: new link each week). 

• Drive-through  or walk through Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (or until further notice) 

mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:deaconpeter@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sg@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org
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