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Clergy Corner: A Reflection From Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Dear Friends, 

As you can see, the “e-news” is undergoing some changes. We are doing this 

in order to be as efficient with time as possible and to avoid being redundant. 

Thank you for your flexibility. If anyone has any suggestions and feedback 

about digital media and ways to improve, please contact me. 

 Our basilica has also undergone some pretty significant changes in the 

last week, as you can also see from the picture at the top. I want to again 

thank everyone who contributed to the Capital Campaign for making this 

possible. If you have not stopped by to view it in-person, the new changes – to me at least – silently speak a 

profound message. This architectural design, seen throughout the world for centuries, is meant to draw our 

attention to the sanctuary (where the altar and tabernacle are), because it is an image of the sanctuary in 

heaven where Jesus Christ sits in glory. At every Mass, we are given a foretaste of heaven as Christ comes 

to us in the Eucharist on the altar. This architectural design is not meant to create distance between the 

people of God and the priest, but, in getting us to focus our attention on this sacred space in church, we 

better focus our attention on the sacred space in heaven, which awaits us after our earthly pilgrimage. 

 I find it to be providential that, as the basilica is being renovated and beautified externally, we are also 

undergoing a similar process internally, so to speak, with the Pastoral Council. On Tuesday evening, all of 

the candidates met with me and the current council to talk about our dreams for the parish. I was encouraged 

by their insights and am optimistic about our future with this added group of leaders, who shared a common 

experience of being inspired to give back to their parish during this time of global trial and uncertainty. 

Despite all of the setbacks and losses we have been facing – even more now with the wildfires – this group 

has not recoiled into themselves, but have extended themselves, sensing that these times are a rallying call 

to service in which we will discover great meaning and purpose in our lives. 

 Another one of our parishioners has felt the same way, a recent high school graduate, who I will not 

mention her name out of respect. But I will take the liberty to share some of what she said (I hope she 

forgives me!): “…I'm trying to better my relationship with God because I think he is the only way to get us out 

of this whole mess [Covid, SIP, etc]! My main point is that I'd love to volunteer and help the parish in any way 

I can. I think God is calling me to put myself out there…” What grace, what magnanimity! We could all learn 

something from this young woman. 

 In the past several months I have seen many examples like this. This is how the Church has survived 

for so long, because of ardent and faithful souls who recognize that they have received much, and that it is in 

giving that they will receive even more. I pray that each one of us continues to ask God to reveal to us how 

He is asking us to give back to our parish community. 

 One specific need we have at this time is for more ushers and greeters to assist at the Sunday 

Mass in the quad. With upcoming events, such as First Communion and Confirmations, we would like to 

have more ushers available so as not the burden our current ushers. Know that this ministry was developed 

with top safety protocols in mind. If you would like to see how the ushers work, please attend a Sunday 

Mass. 

 Another area we would like to boost is our website. If you, or someone you know, has a 

background in web design, please contact me at frmario@sjbalameda.org. We use a website called 

eCatholic, that utilizes simple website development software. 

God bless, 

Fr. Mario 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
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Father Peter Lawongkerd   
Outdoor Thanksgiving Mass 
Sunday, September 6 
At The High School Quad 
 
Rev. Mr Peter Lawongkerd will celebrate his 
ordination to the priesthood with the Parish 
Community at two outdoor Thanksgiving 
Masses.  
 
Spots are limited to 100 people at each Mass 
and registration is required on a first-come-first-
serve. Please register by clicking either one of 
the Mass links to attend: 
 

Time: 9:30am Mass:  
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/

details/5005  
 

Time: 12 noon Mass 
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/

details/5090  
 

Deacon Peter, together with Deacon Mac Lingo 

and Deacon Vien Nguyen (with Salesian of Don 

Bosco) will be ordained on September 5 by Bishop 

Barber at the Church of Santa Maria.  The 

ordination will not be opened to the public and will 

be live streamed on YouTube.  Link: https://

youtu.be/qF2UfIlp0LU. 

 

Please keep them in your prayers and for an 

increase in vocations 

 

Note: 12 Noon Mass will be live streamed on 

Basilica’s YouTube as usual.  Please visit our 

website for the link.   

Congratulations and Blessings to Fr. Peter, Fr 

Mac and Fr. Vien as they move onto this new 

path of  their faith journey!  
 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. 

—Matthew 28: 19-20  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5005
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5005
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5090
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5090
https://youtu.be/qF2UfIlp0LU
https://youtu.be/qF2UfIlp0LU
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Daily Mass Livestream On Facebook Page 
Monday - Saturday at 11 am  

Live-streaming at: 
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 

Sunday Mass In The Quad at 9:30 am 

Parishioners are requested to register to attend the Mass each week - 
attendance is limited to 100 people per the Alameda County's Covid-19 Re-
opening Guidance for Places of Worship.  Please visit our website to watch 
the important video and guidelines to register for the Public Mass: 

www.sjbalameda.org. 

Sunday Mass at 12 noon Livestream on Basilica’s YouTube 

To live-stream, visit our website: www.sjbalameda.org for our YouTube 

link (note: new link each week). 

Drive-through or walk through Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (or until further notice) 

Reminder: Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. We encourage you to 

live-stream Mass each weekend for those of you who prefer to stay at home 

or are not feeling well 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the Word at 10 am 
on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 10?  

Help them understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us 

for an engaging 30 minute lesson.  

 

 

 

Tips for a good Zoom experience:  

• remain in mute mode unless invited by presenter to speak  

• if using the "chat" box to share responses be sure your child is using it appropriately  

• if you do not want your child's face to be seen by others either "live" in the Zoom or shared later, be sure 

your video is off.  

 

Click on ZOOM Link to participate: 

 Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109  

 
For more information, contact our Director of Faith Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
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Bible Study and Rosary  
Monday-Saturday at 8:00 pm  

Join Fr. Mario on Facebook Live for a brief 

catechesis, followed by the Rosary.  

For the greatest benefit, check our Face-

book page for information on each night's 

"homework" to read in advance:  

 https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Faith Formation 

Registration Open  
Registration is now open for our "Sunday 

Experience For Families" starting this fall, 

even though COVID-19 means in-person 

gatherings will be replaced by live, 

interactive, socially-distanced learning, at 

least for a while.  

Visit our website https://sjbalameda.org/

childrens-programs for details for Youth 

Confirmation (8th grade & high school), 

Whole Family Catechesis (age 4 through 

7th grade not attending Catholic school), 

and Sacrament Preparation (unless in 

2nd grade at St Joseph Elementary 

School).  

Resources For Families  To 
Grow In Faith  
During Shelter-In-Place 

To access resources please click on the 
following link:  

• https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-
families  

• Families can celebrate a weekly Liturgy 
of the Word at home during Shelter in 
Place. Click here to access.  

 

Thursday Night Gospel Study 

Welcome, Maryam!  

Clear skies prevailed last Sunday as Maryam Faall was 

fully initiated into the Catholic Church during the 9:30 Mass 

in our high school quad. Maryam had started her RCIA 

journey in college in Southern California. After graduating 

and returning home to Alameda, she continued the process 

at St Joseph, being accepted as a catechumen in May 

2019. Due to her family's relocation to Stockton earlier this 

year, she commuted to Alameda to complete her 

preparation, although the commute became virtual after 

sheltering in place began. Unable to be baptized at the 

Easter Vigil, she continued her preparation until finally, 

masked and outdoors, she was baptized, confirmed and 

joined in receiving the Holy Eucharist last week. 

Congratulations and welcome to the family! (RCIA - the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - continues in spite of 

the pandemic. Newcomers are always welcome to the 

"Inquiry" session via Zoom on Wednesday night. 

Catechumens preparing for baptism next Easter participate 

in a "dismissal" on Sunday afternoons, and join the 

candidates who already baptized but preparing for 

Eucharist and Confirmation on Tuesday nights, also on 

Zoom. For information contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or visit our website at https://

sjbalameda.org/rcia)  

:%20https:/www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-families
https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-families
https://worship.pastoral.center/
https://zoom.us/j/124587892
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/rcia
https://sjbalameda.org/rcia
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Thank you for your generous financial contributions! 

Sign up for Faith Direct which is easy and secure. Click here to give with 
parish code CA702. (If you need help with signing up or for more details, 
contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: 510-995-9411 or email: 
business@sjbalameda.org). 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through Communion.  

This week the Special Collection will 

be the St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday 

collection. You can make your 

donation at the outdoor Mass or the 

Drive-through Communion this 

Sunday, August 30. It can also be 

dropped off at the Rectory.  

The money that we receive from Faith 

Direct and from 5th Sunday collections is used to 

assist people in our neighborhood. We are grateful 

for your support because it helps us provide help 

with utility bills (gas, electricity, water), rent, food, 

and sometimes medicine or other expenses. Please 

continue to support our neighbors with your 

donations and with your prayers.  

During June and July we assisted 3 

families with rent ($1,981) and 14 families 

with utilities ($3.931). We also purchased 

and distributed $1,850.00 worth of grocery 

store cards.  

In addition, we were able to help ten 

families with a total of $10,645.00 for rent, paid 

from a grant that was made to the SVdP District 

Council for the purpose of keeping neighbors in 

their homes. We were one of 38 conferences 

benefitting from this grant.  

St. Vincent de Paul 5th Sunday: August  30 

Upcoming Collection: September  5/6 - Maintenance Collection 

Your continued support is needed to help defray the costs of maintaining our Basilica and Grounds .  

Thank you. 

Cardinal Bernardin New Leadership Award Nominations  

Do you know a young faith-filled Catholic between the ages of 18-40 who has 

demonstrated leadership against poverty and injustice in the United States? 

The award will be given to a young Catholic, age 18 - 40, who demonstrates all of the 

following:  

1. leadership consistent with the work and philosophy of CCHD to address the basic 

causes of economic poverty,  

2. a commitment to carry out the church's option for and with those in poverty through 

empowerment and relationship building between those who are living in poverty 

and those who are not,  

3. potential for future leadership in these areas.  

For more information or to nominate,  click on link below: (deadline to nominate by August 31) 

https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cardinal-bernardin-new-
leadership-award  

https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org)
https://www.faithdirect.net/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cardinal-bernardin-new-leadership-award
https://www.usccb.org/committees/catholic-campaign-human-development/cardinal-bernardin-new-leadership-award


 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but continue to serve you 

remotely. If you need to contact members of the 

Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for Funerals  (Volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 
(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 
12 noon livestream Mass)  

 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sg@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

 

Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Ronald 

Bautista, Lee Corral, Erlinda Ceralde, Jazlynn 

Cain, Nia Cain, Fong Che, 

Mary Cronin, Martha Flores, 

Patricia & Suzy Glynn, Celina 

Gutierrez, Robert Javier, 

Jacquie Lydon, Jeff  Murray, 

David McGaffey, Michael 

Ricica, Rachel Sutherland, 

Nory Reyes, Evangeline 

Reyes, Miguela Reyes, Ramon 

N. Tirona, Charles H. Thomas 

& John Verduzco. 
 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would like a name to be added 

on to the Sick list. 

  Mass Intentions 
(11am & 12 noon Masses are live-streamed  

via Facebook & YouTube) 

Saturday, August 29 

11:00pm †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong 
   

  Sunday, August 30 

  9:30 am & 12 noon Masses 

  †Sally Gallagher 

     †Luong Tran (5th Death Anniversary) 

  †Marian Schobert 

  Nicholas O. 

  Celina Gutierrez - healing 

  Eric Bertelsen & Craig Wilson 

  - Happy Birthday 
 

  Monday, August 31 

11:00 am †Chuck & Mona Bunt 
  †Benjamin Cuellar 
  
 

  Tuesday, September 1 

11:00 am †Mathew Zyla (Birthday Remembrance) 
 
 

  Wednesday, September 2 

11:00 am †Diomey S. Pondoc, Sr. 

 
 
 

  Thursday, September 3 

11:00 am Celina Gutierrez - Healing 

 
  Friday, September 4 

11:00 am Celina Gutierrez - Healing 

 

  Saturday, September 5  

11:00 am Monte McEntee – Healing 
 

  Sunday, September 6 

  9:30am & 12 noon Masses 

  † Sally Gallagher 

  †George S. Naclerio, Sr. 

  †Marlene Silva 

  Mika Olaguer - Birthday  

  Luis Bonifacio - 90th Birthday 

  

   The Mass is the most perfect form of prayer!  

(Pope Paul VI)  

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar Flowers 
Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers 

that decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the 

weekly Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be 

printed in the weekly bulletin.  Donations for Altar 

Flowers, $75 and Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor, and select a date,  please contact 

Sherley Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call 

(510) 995-9420. 

Observe what is right, do what is just;  

for my salvation is about to come,  

my justice, about to be revealed.  

— Isaiah 56:1  

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially  

Marian Schobert, Manuel Gomez & 

Celestine “Sally” Jonson 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers 

and support to their families and friends. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them.   

May they rest in peace.   

Amen.  
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