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Catechetical Sunday 
A Prayer For Catechists 

Loving Father, we pray today for our catechists. 

We thank you for their gift of ministry in your 

Church. 

Grant them your wisdom that they may grow in the 

understanding and teaching of your Word.  

Grant them also your love that they may be fruitful 

heralds of your Word and lead others to love you. 

Pour forth your Holy Spirit upon them to grant them 

wisdom about what is important; knowledge of the 

truths of faith; understanding of their meaning; right 

judgement about how to apply them in life; courage 

to persevere evenin the face of adversity; 

reverence before all that is sacredand holy; and 

that loving zeal which leads others to a 

transforming encounter with your Son. 

We pray this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen  

Open our hearts,   

O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.  

—Acts 16:14B 

http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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 Interim Financial Update From Parish Business Manager 

Four months have passed since our last financial update to the parish. As the 

shelter in place has been extended beyond what few would have expected 

back in March, we have slowly and surely ramped up normalcy in an abnormal 

time. Our priests have continued to celebrate Mass daily on Facebook, and via 

YouTube on Sundays. We have resumed in person Masses outdoors on Sun-

days in the safest fashion possible. Ministries and formation have been happening via zoom. We 

have resumed funerals, baptisms, confirmations and even marriages subject to the restrictions 

placed upon us by the Diocese and County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank everyone for your continued financial support, especially the people that have made the leap 

to online giving through Faith Direct. We have more than doubled the number of people making re-

curring and one-time gifts through Faith Direct. Although our operating revenue*, comprised primari-

ly of your offerings since the shelter in place is down by 24% or $17,000 per month versus the same 

period last year, the decisive actions were taken by Fr. Mario in consultation with the Finance Coun-

cil has resulted in expense reductions of 29% or $26,000/month for the same period, more than off-

setting the shortfall in giving. Notably, the parish has achieved a break-even bottom line in the past 

three months. While uncertainty exists in terms of how long the pandemic and associated re-

strictions will last, as well as the lasting economic impact to our community, we are cautiously opti-

mistic. We will continue to carefully manage our spending to give ourselves flexibility in the months 

to come.  

 

* For April through August, excluding capital campaign, bequests and investment gains/losses  



 

How can you help?  

 

1. Continue supporting St. Joe’s through your monthly gifts via Faith Direct which provides a 

consistent predictable revenue stream. Sign up for Faith Direct at membership.faithdirect.net/CA702  

 

2. Consider volunteering – We especially need volunteers for both in-person and remote activities, 

particularly ushers and greeters for our in-person Masses, website maintenance, and remote (from 

home) office volunteers. If you want to find more, please contact me at (510) 995-9411 or 

business@sjbalameda.org  (Stan Schonberg) 

 

3. Consider St. Joseph’s in your estate planning, including the use of required minimum distributions 

from IRA when advantageous.  

    Interim Financial Update / Continued 

 

Summary YTD results 

* For April through August, excluding capital campaign, bequests and investment gains/losses  

mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
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Today is Catechetical Sunday! 

On Catechetical Sunday, we honor and commission our parish and school catechists who teach 

and pass on the Catholic faith each year. Please keep our catechists in you prayers. 

The following is an except from “Celebrating Catechetical Sunday” by Marilyn Santos, 

Associate Director, Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis, USCCB  

Catechesis is an ecclesial act, arising from the missionary mandate of the Lord (cf. Mt 28:19-20) and aimed, 

as its very name indicates, at making the proclamation of his passion, death and resurrection continually 

resound in the heart of every person, so that his life may be transformed. A dynamic and complex reality at 

the service of the Word of God, it is accompaniment, education, and formation in the faith and for the faith, 

an introduction to the celebration of the Mystery, illumination and interpretation of human life and history. By 

harmoniously integrating these characteristics, catechesis expresses the richness of its essence and offers 

its specific contribution to the pastoral mission of the Church. —Directory for Catechesis #55  

The new Directory for Catechesis clearly confirms the relationship between evangelization and catechesis, 

one simply cannot exist without the other. From the initial encounter to ongoing formation and growth of faith 

it is most effective and leads to ongoing conversion when approached from the heart as a missionary 

disciple. 

This year’s theme: I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you.  

Those who the Community has designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to be commissioned for 

their ministry. Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role that each person plays, by 

virtue of Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is an 

opportunity for all to rededicate themselves to this mission as a community of faith. 

The 2020 Catechetical Sunday theme is taken from St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. This theme 

focuses on the essential work of catechesis, which is an invitation to a whole new life given by Christ Himself. 

It emphasizes that living faith necessitates movement, inspiring all those who hear the Word to share it as 

witnesses of the true and living God.  
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Virtual Event On ZOOM:  
Find Peace In Unpredictable Times With Crystalina Evert  
Thursday, October 1, 6:45 - 8:00 pm 
Sponsored by: Women's Christian Fellowship, St. Bonaventure Catholic 
Community  

In these challenging times, Crystalina Evert brings her dynamic message of 

hope to our broken world and assurance that God is with us. A renowned 

Catholic speaker, best-selling author, and founder of Women Made New 

Ministries, she has appeared on numerous television and radio programs, and hosts her own show 

on EWTN. There is no charge to attend this online gathering. Freewill Donation is optional.  For 

more information visit: https://oakdiocese.org/events/finding-peace-in-unpredictable-times.  Or, to 

register for the event, please RSVP to: stbonaventurewcf@gmail.com. 

Diocesan Communication: 
Bishop Barber Announces Formation Of 
Oakland Diocese Racial Justice Task Force 

The Most Reverend Michael Barber, S.J., Bishop of the Diocese of Oakland, 

announced on September 9, the formation of the Diocese of Oakland 

Task Force for Racial Justice, which he has charged with examining the many 

ways the sin of racism afflicts the People of God in the Diocese.  After prayer, 

study, interviews and discussion, the Task Force will offer recommendations to 

Bishop Barber outlining tangible steps that will help address the scourge of racism.  This group will 

also discuss the feasibility of reestablishing the Black Pastoral Center, and the engagement of the 

community in activities, spiritual and corporal, to help combat racism.  To read more, click here. 

Treasures From Our Tradition 

On the Byzantine calendar, September 23 is the feast of the Conception of John the Baptist. The 

Roman and Byzantine calendars have in common the other equinox - or solstice-derived dates of 

solemnities: December 25, March 25, and June 24. Scholars see strong evidence in the writings of 

the early Church Fathers for the fixing of these dates from the imagined “anniversary” of Gabriel’s 

appearance to Zechariah at Yom Kippur, which was thought to have coincided with the equinox as 

a day of “atonement” between light and darkness. The spiritual writer Origen held to this date.  

The annunciation to Zechariah then set the date six months later for Mary’s conception of Jesus 

(March 25), and then, of course, for the dates of the births of John (June 24) and Jesus (December 

25). Is this “liturgical trivia?” Perhaps. But it’s also the best explanation we have for the dating of 

some of the most important festivals on our calendar. So even though the Roman Church doesn ’t 

observe the Conception of John the Baptist, yesterday’s equinox can remind us of how our 

salvation history is closely attuned to God’s creation. —James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

It is requisite for the relaxation of the mind that we make use,  

from to time, of playful deeds and jokes. 

—St. Thomas Aquinas 

https://oakdiocese.org/events/finding-peace-in-unpredictable-times
mailto:stbonaventurewcf@gmail.com
https://www.oakdiocese.org/news/bishop-barber-announces-formation-of-oakland-diocese-racial-justice-task-force
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Daily Mass At 11 am  
Livestreamed On Facebook  

Monday - Saturday  

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 

Sunday Mass In The Quad at 9:30 am 

Parishioners are requested to register to attend the Mass each week - 
attendance is limited to 100 people per the Alameda County's Covid-19 Re-
opening Guidance for Places of Worship.  Please visit our website to watch 
the important video and guidelines to register for the Public Mass: 

www.sjbalameda.org. 

Sunday Mass at 12 noon Livestreamed on Basilica’s YouTube 

To live-stream, click on link: https://youtu.be/QPO_fbSNlVE 

Worship Aid: www.sjbalameda.org 

Drive-through or walk through Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (or until further notice) 

Reminder: Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. We encourage you to 

live-stream Mass each weekend for those of you who prefer to stay at home 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the 
Word at 10 am on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 

10? Help them understand 

Sunday's Gospel better by 

joining us for an engaging 30 

minute lesson.  

Tips for a good Zoom experience:  

• remain in mute mode unless 

invited by presenter to speak  

• if using the "chat" box to share responses be 

sure your child is using it appropriately  

• if you do not want your child's face to be seen 

by others either "live" in the Zoom or shared 

later, be sure your video is off.  

Click on ZOOM Link to participate: 

 Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of Faith 

Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Faith Formation  

We are pleased to announce adaptations to the 

programs we’re offering this fall for our young 

people. The timing has never been better to move 

to “Whole Family Catechesis” which actively 

engages parents in your vital role as the first and 

foremost teachers of faith. With the limitations on 

in-person gatherings required by the ongoing 

pandemic, we’ve modified our format to include 

several options, from distance learning via Zoom 

with parental involvement to homeschooling with 

support from catechists to a combination of both. 

Please visit our website at https://sjbalameda.org/

childrens-programs for full details and register 

online TODAY. (We’re in the process of ordering 

materials, and those who register late may have to 

wait for theirs.) The same link includes information 

for Youth Confirmation (starting in 8th grade) and 

Sacrament Preparation (for children in their 

second year of preparing for First Eucharist). 

Contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org 

with questions.  

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://youtu.be/QPO_fbSNlVE
http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
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Bible Study and Rosary  
Monday-Saturday at 8:00 pm  

Join Fr. Mario on Facebook Live for a brief 

catechesis, followed by the Rosary.  

For the greatest benefit, check our Facebook 

page for information on each night's 

"homework" to read in advance:  

 https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Resources For Families   
To Grow In Faith  
During Shelter-In-Place 

To access resources please click on the fol-
lowing link:  

• https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-
families  

• Families can celebrate a weekly Liturgy of 
the Word at home during Shelter in Place. 
Click here to access.  

Interested in becoming Catholic, or know someone 

who is? RCIA Inquiry meets via Zoom each week. Invite 

those thinking about becoming Catholic to join us 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm at : (click on link) 

Zoom Link 

Meeting ID: 607 011 

076;  

Password:  

KnowJesus; 

or dial 1 669 900 9128  

Meeting ID: 607 011 

076;  

Password: 940360900  
 

Need more information but prefer not to ZOOM?  

Contact our Director of Faith Formation, Anne Marie, 

email: afourre@sjbalameda.org; phone (510) 995 9409. 

The Catholic Faith On Demand 

We would like to remind you that the Parish 

subscribes to FORMED, an online database full of 

Catholic media. If you have not signed-up, click here 
and follow the steps. Search for St. Joseph Basilica. 

Registration is free.  

For Young Adults Group  
Weekly Newsletter - Click here 

 

Thursday Night Gospel Study 
Join us every Thursday night 

at 7pm, to pray and reflect on 

the upcoming Sunday's 

Gospel. All are welcome. To 

join Zoom Meeting click on 

link below: 

https://zoom.us/j/124587892  

Dial by your location 1 669 

900 9128  

Meeting ID: 124 587 892 

News Around The Block… 
Click on the link for the latest updates on 

our schools: 

Elementary School:   
https://conta.cc/3bTxTxc  

High School: 

https://conta.cc/33ltA9K  

:%20https:/www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-families
https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-families
https://worship.pastoral.center/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/607011076?pwd=RitvNTFmVzdnVXFrRVAzODN2VEJDdz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://formed.org/
https://mailchi.mp/cc09d506088f/cux7dd15pd?e=384d2e1bca
https://zoom.us/j/124587892
https://conta.cc/3bTxTxc
https://conta.cc/33ltA9K
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Thank you for your generous financial 
contributions! 

Sign up for Faith Direct which is easy and secure. 

Click here to give with parish code CA702. If you 

need help with signing up or for more details, 

contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: 

email: business@sjbalameda.org or call: (510) 

995 9411. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph 
Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 
94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot 
located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through 
Communion.  

 

Without love, deeds, even the most brilliant, 
count as nothing.” —St. Therese of Lisieux 

Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com / jdowcooper@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 

 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to 

join our AV Support Team at the Sunday, 12 

noon live-stream Mass. Please contact Stan 

at business@sjbalameda.org if you would 

like to help out. 

Recommended FORMED  

Video Pick Of The Week  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This series presents true stories of people 

whose example of service to Christ and his 

Church have made a lasting impression on 

others. These heroes lived truly great lives, 

marked by moral depth, strength of character, 

outstanding courage, and unswerving 

commitment. Seeing the struggles they faced, 

and how they succeeded so gloriously, we are 

challenged to follow their sample of dedication.  

Haven’t register? Register with Formed.org to 
start watching.  Subscription is free! 

https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:jdowcooper@gmail.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:Terecita@terecitadean.com
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://formed.org/


 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Susan Gahan - Coordinator for Funerals  (Volunteer)      

510-995-9416 / sg@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 
(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 
12 noon livestream Mass)  

 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sg@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Romelita Bautista, Ronald 

Bautista, Lee Corral, Erlinda Ceralde, Jazlynn 

Cain, Nia Cain, Fong Che, 

Mary Cronin, Martha Flores, 

Patricia & Suzy Glynn, Celina 

Gutierrez, Robert Javier, 

Jacquie Lydon, Jeff  Murray, 

David McGaffey, Michael 

Ricica, Anthony Sono, Rachel 

Sutherland, Nory Reyes, 

Evangeline Reyes, Miguela 

Reyes, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Charles H. Thomas & John Verduzco. 
 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would like a name to be added 

on to the Sick list. 

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

     Saturday, September 19 

11:00pm †Mercedes Pena (Birthday  
  remembrance) 
   

  Sunday, September 20 

 9:30 am: Mass In The Quad  

  †WH & Lorraine Stoltenberg 

  †Jimmie & Virginia Stoltenberg 

          12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Matt Gable 
  †Stefanie Zoeller 
   
  Monday, September 21 

11:00 am Remelyn Laguicao - Birthday  
  Thanksgiving 
  
 

  Tuesday, September 22 

11:00 am †Deceased Family Members of  

  Belluomini & Marcheschi 

 

  Wednesday, September 23 

11:00 am †Juana B. Torio - Death Anniversary 
 
 

  Thursday, September 24 

11:00 am †Nick & Isabel Santos 
  Conrado V. Mariano - Birthday 

 

  Friday, September 25 

11:00 am †Dennis Sutherland - 1st Year Death 

  Anniversary 
 

  Saturday, September 26  

11:00 am †Jackie & Mary Stoltenberg 

 

  Sunday, September 27 

  9:30am Mass In the Quad 

  †Cipriana Gabriel and †Gavina  

  Espinosa 
   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  †Reyna Barcia - Repose of her soul 

  Tim Morse & Agnes Bonifacio -  

  Wedding Anniversary 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers Sponsor 
The Main Altar flowers for  the week of 

September 19/20 

is sponsored in loving memory of: 

Nick & Isabel Santos 
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Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially  

long time parishioner, 

Brian Schumacher 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   

and support to his family and friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen.  



 


