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     Bulletin Letter from Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Dear Friends,  

October is the month where the Church celebrates in a special way the Rosary 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Since July, I have been leading the Rosary on 

Facebook Live at 8 pm, Monday thru Friday. I invite you to join me there for a 

20-minute catechesis, followed by the Rosary. In addition, the Legion of Mary 

will be hosting Eucharistic Adoration in the Gathering Space on Friday evenings 

from 5-7 pm, as well as Wednesday, October 7,  the Feast Day of Our Lady of 

the Rosary. Come for all or some of the time, to be with our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, as we pray to 

Him through our Blessed Mother. Our community, country, and the world need your prayers. Thank you!  

On Tuesday, September 29, the new Pastoral Council met for the first time. Joining the team will be Eric 

Bertelsen, P.J. Dobbins, Matt Naclerio, Linda Pirrotta, Cindy Silva, and Caren Vance. Our Business 

Manager, Stan Schonberg, and Faith Formation Director, Anne Marie Fourré will also be joining. Rich 

Davis, Gia DeGrano, and Sue Spiersch will be remaining on the council, while Emma Cinco, Sister Carol 

Fleitz, and David Kirkpatrick will be stepping down. I want to thank Emma, Sister Carol, and David for their 

commitment to the Council.  

I am encouraged and excited to begin this new phase in the life of St. Joseph Basilica. At our first meeting, 

I mentioned that a top priority would be to read a book called “Divine Renovation” by Fr. James Mallon. A 

couple of years ago, Bishop Barber sent this book to all of the priests of the diocese and asked them to 

read it. What’s so special about this book? you ask. Well, the subtitle helps explain, it is “Bringing Your 

Parish from Maintenance to Mission.” Bishop Barber has asked that all of the parishes in the diocese 

seriously consider if we are living up to our missionary mandate given to us by our Lord, “Go, therefore, 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (Mt 28:19-20). Are we actively going out to 

make disciples, to evangelize all people, or are we content to simply maintain what we have within and 

what we’ve always done?  

This recovery of the Church’s mission – Her very identity – is nothing new. It has been on the minds of 

Church leadership since the Second Vatican Council and has been a major emphasis in the teachings of 

all the subsequent Popes, from Paul VI to John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis. It is precisely in his 

Apostolic Letter, Evangelii Gaudium, that Pope Francis reminds us that all of us, by nature of our baptism 

are “missionary disciples.” In my short time here at St. Joseph, I have witnessed this missionary identity in 

many individuals. My vision is to instill within all of us, not merely a willingness to respond to our missionary 

call, but a deep desire to. As Pope Francis says in that letter, “The primary reason for evangelizing is the 

love of Jesus which we have received, the experience of salvation which urges us to an ever greater love 

of him. What kind of love would not feel the need to speak of the beloved, to point him out, to make him 

known?” (no. 264).  

I thank you for welcoming the new members of the Pastoral Council, and for supporting us with your 

prayers as we dive into this book, which has proven useful for so many parishes worldwide. Be assured 

that this is not a one-size-fits-all program that we adapt to. Our community is unique, and even though our 

mission, given to us in baptism, is the same, the expression this takes at St. Joseph will be one that is our 

own. I hope you will get excited about rediscovering the missionary identity of our parish with us.  

God bless you, 

Fr. Mario  



 

 

Civilize It… The United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

has launched a campaign inviting Catholics 

to model civility and love for neighbor 

throughout the year. Civilize It: Dignity 

Beyond the Debate will ask Catholics to 

pledge civility, clarity, and compassion in 

their families, communities, and parishes, 

and call on others to do so as well. Learn 

more on:  CivilizeIt.org. 

 

  St. Joseph Basilica  /  October 4,  2020 E-Bulletin                                                                        What’s New...                   

Congratulations to our teens on their long-awaited Confirmation! Two Masses were 

celebrated in the high school quad on Saturday September 26. Fr. Peter, who led our Confirmation 

program for the past year, returned to confirm the following: Jeanine Achacoso, Isabelle Alessio, 

Sofia Baber, Manuel Bayani, Alana D'Cruz, Isabelly Duarte, Bella Estramonte, Mia Holley, Michael 

Montes, Kaia Ordinario, Gabriel Paredes, Nicholas Pirrotta, Francesca Salud, Peter Scott, 

Sydney Tamor, Caelan Teixeira, Vincent Tran and Chase VanDerveer. They held in their prayers 

their classmate Anthony Sono who will be confirmed later and loved ones unable to be present due to 

health restrictions. May the Holy Spirit continue the good work in and through our youth. (56 young 

people are beginning their Confirmation classes this weekend; God bless them and their catechists.)  

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful, and enkindle in them the fire of your love.  Send forth your 

spirit and they shall be created, and you shall renew the face of the earth. 

mailto:CivilizeIt.org


 

 

  St. Joseph Basilica  /  October 4,  2020 E-Bulletin                                                          Cont...What’s New                

Today is Respect Life Sunday! 

Join Catholics nationwide in celebrating throughout October. Learn more about upholding the 

sanctity of every human life at respectlife.org/respect-life-month. 

Prayer for Life 

Father and maker of all, 

you adorn all creation  

with splendor and beauty, 

and fashion human lives 

in your image and likeness. 

Awaken in every heart 

reverence for the work of your hands, 

and renew among your people 

a readiness to nurture and sustain 

your precious gift of life. 

Grant this through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God forever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer taken from the Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers, Revised Edition (Washington, DC: USCCB, 2007), 

365.Copyright © 2007, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. 

A Virtual Day of Reflection with 
Father Tom Bonacci, C.P.  
Saturday, Oct 17, 10 am - 2:30 pm 

St. Vincent de Paul (Alameda County) invites 

all parishioners to “Blessed Mary and 

Vincentian Women – a virtual day of 

reflection with Fr. Tom Bonacci, C.P.”, to be 

held via Zoom, on Saturday, October 17, 

2020, beginning at 10 am. Join us as we 

celebrate our ministry in a special way 

connecting our Blessed Mary with our 

Vincentian Women. As did our Blessed 

Mother Mary, our Vincentian Women 

emptied themselves and allowed themselves 

to be filled with God.  

For more questions or information, and to 

RSVP, contact John Proctor at: 

jproctor@svdp-alameda.org or Steve 

Tedesco: sttedesco@sbcglobal.net . 

 

October - Month Of The Holy Rosary 

During the month of October, we invite you to 

join us for: 

Catechesis & Rosary: Monday - Friday, 8 pm 

livestreamed on our Facebook page:https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/ 

 

Friday Evenings: 

Eucharistic 

Adoration and 

Rosary   

5 - 7 pm at the 

Gathering Space. 

Note: Mask and 

social distancing 

to be observed at 

all times. 

. 

respectlife.org/respect-life-month
mailto:jproctor@svdp-alameda.org
mailto:sttedesco@sbcglobal.net
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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Daily Mass At 11 am Livestreamed On Facebook  

Monday - Saturday  

Link: https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  
 

Sunday Mass In The Quad at 9:30 am 
Parishioners are requested to register to attend the Mass each week - attendance 
is limited to 100 people per the Alameda County's COVID-19 Re-opening 
Guidance for Places of Worship.  Please visit our website to watch the important 

video and guidelines to register for the Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 

Sunday Mass at 12 noon Livestreamed on Basilica’s 

YouTube 
To live-stream, click on link: https://youtu.be/uPL4xydIZXs  

Worship Aid: www.sjbalameda.org 

Reminder: Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. We encourage you to live-stream Mass each weekend 

for those of you who prefer to stay at home or are not feeling well. 

Drive-through or walk through Communion on Sundays  
Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to changes or weather conditions) 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the 
Word at 10 am on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 

10? Help them understand 

Sunday's Gospel better by 

joining us for an engaging 30 

minute lesson.  

Tips for a good Zoom experience:  

• remain in mute mode unless 

invited by presenter to speak  

• if using the "chat" box to share responses be 

sure your child is using it appropriately  

• if you do not want your child's face to be seen 

by others either "live" in the Zoom or shared 

later, be sure your video is off.  

Click on ZOOM Link to participate: 

 Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of Faith 

Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Faith Formation  

We are pleased to announce adaptations to the 

programs we’re offering this fall for our young 

people. The timing has never been better to move 

to “Whole Family Catechesis” which actively 

engages parents in your vital role as the first and 

foremost teachers of faith. With the limitations on 

in-person gatherings required by the ongoing 

pandemic, we’ve modified our format to include 

several options, from distance learning via Zoom 

with parental involvement to homeschooling with 

support from catechists to a combination of both. 

Please visit our website at https://sjbalameda.org/

childrens-programs for full details and register 

online TODAY. (We’re in the process of ordering 

materials, and those who register late may have to 

wait for theirs.) The same link includes information 

for Youth Confirmation (starting in 8th grade) and 

Sacrament Preparation (for children in their 

second year of preparing for First Eucharist). 

Contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org 

with questions.  

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://youtu.be/uPL4xydIZXs
http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org


 

 

  S t. Joseph Basilica  / October 4,  2020 E-Bulletin                                        Recent & On-Going News        

Resources For Families   
To Grow In Faith  
During Shelter-In-Place 

To access resources please click on the fol-
lowing link:  

• https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-
families  

• Families can celebrate a weekly Liturgy of 
the Word at home during Shelter in Place. 
Click here to access.  

For Young Adults Group  
Weekly Newsletter - Click here 

News Around The Block… 
Click on the link for the latest updates on 

our schools: 

SJES Newsletter:  https://
conta.cc/36fsUFY  
 

SJND Flight Plan Newsletter: (not 
available) 

Interested in becoming Catholic, or know someone 

who is? RCIA Inquiry meets via Zoom each week. Invite 

those thinking about becoming Catholic to join us 

Wednesdays at 7:30pm at : (click on link) 

Zoom Link 

Meeting ID: 607 011 076;  

Password:  KnowJesus; 

or dial 1 669 900 9128  

Meeting ID: 607 011 076;  

Password: 940360900  
 

Need more information but prefer not to ZOOM?  

Contact our Director of Faith Formation, Anne Marie, 

email: afourre@sjbalameda.org; phone (510) 995 9409. 

 

Thursday Night 

Gospel Reflection 
 

Join us every 

Thursday night at 

7pm, to pray and 

reflect on the 

upcoming Sunday's 

Gospel. All are 

welcome.  

 

 

To join Zoom Meeting click on link below: 

https://zoom.us/j/124587892  

Dial by your location 1 669 900 9128  

Meeting ID: 124 587 892 

(Zoom link will change soon; check next week's bulletin or our 

website) 

Jacob Jordaens, The Four 

Evangelists, 1625–1630  

Alameda Deanery Adult Confirmation 
Preparation (New) 

The Alameda Deanery Adult Confirmation program 

will be offered via Zoom on Monday nights starting 

in October, from 7 to 8pm.  Details (including start 

date) will follow soon, but in the meantime, here's 

the registration link:  https://forms.gle/

D3ZHTgC4nE5JBLt38 

Reminder: Phishing Scams  
Every week we continue to hear of 

attempts to scam members of our parish, 

which have unfortunately increased during 

this crisis. We would reminder 

parishioners to be wary. See ten simple 

things you can do to prevent becoming a 

victim from The Federal Trade 

Commission.  

(Link: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/

articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-

fraud) 

https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-families
https://oakdiocese.org/resources-for-families
https://worship.pastoral.center/
https://mailchi.mp/2ced17ec49f4/alamedas-catholic-young-adults-group-newsletter?e=384d2e1bca
https://conta.cc/36fsUFY
https://conta.cc/36fsUFY
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/607011076?pwd=RitvNTFmVzdnVXFrRVAzODN2VEJDdz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://zoom.us/j/124587892
https://forms.gle/D3ZHTgC4nE5JBLt38
https://forms.gle/D3ZHTgC4nE5JBLt38
https://forms.gle/D3ZHTgC4nE5JBLt38
https://forms.gle/D3ZHTgC4nE5JBLt38
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
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Thank you for your generous financial 
contributions! 

Sign up for Faith Direct which is easy and secure. 

Click here to give with parish code CA702. If you 

need help with signing up or for more details, 

contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: 

email: business@sjbalameda.org or call: (510) 

995 9411. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph 
Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 
94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot 
located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through 
Communion.  

 

Note: For Parish’s Interim Financial 
Results as at September, click here. 

 

Next Weekend Special Collection 

Annual Catholic Voice 

Your donation will help offset the monthly 

payments for this important Diocese 

Communications Ministry.  The Voice and 

its other operations - El Heraldo Catolico, 

websites and social media - are the only 

regular source of Catholic news and 

information for all parishioners in the 

Diocese. Please be generous in your 

support.  You can mail or drop your 

envelopes off to the Parish Office.  Or, 

donate through FaithDirect.  

Note: Donation by checks should be made 

out to: St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to 

join our AV Support Team at the Sunday, 

12 noon live-stream Mass. Please contact 

Stan at business@sjbalameda.org if you 

would like to help out. 

Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com (new) 

• Contact: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com   

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com / jdowcooper@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 

MASTER AND SERVANT ...Money is a terrible 

master but an excellent servant.  

—P. T. Barnum  

https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/1d3b6895-5f99-4dc9-bba3-43bfe5f109be.pdf
https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:jdowcooper@gmail.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:Terecita@terecitadean.com


 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 
(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 
12 noon livestream Mass)  

 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Lee Corral, Fong Che, Dave 

Krug, Jeff  Murray, Joann Miller, Michael Ricica, 

Rachel Sutherland,  Charles H. 

Thomas & John Verduzco. 
 

 The new Sick List started in 

October. Please email 

secretary@sjbalameda.org  or 

call (510) 995 9420 if you would 

like a name to be added to the 

Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

     Saturday, October 3 

11:00pm Frs. Mario, Sunil & Peter L. 
   

  Sunday, October 4 

 9:30 am: Mass In The Quad  

  †Paul Thong 

  Lim & Lee Families - For Healing 

 

          12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Rosena Finuliar 

  †Alfonso & Teresita Colobong  

   
  Monday, October 5 

11:00 am †Rita Tan 
  
 

  Tuesday, October 6 

11:00 am †Maria Lupetti 

 

  Wednesday, October 7 

11:00 am †Liliano Lupetti 
 
 

  Thursday, October 8 

11:00 am †Deceased Members of 

  Belluomini & Marcheschi Families 
 

  Friday, October 9 

11:00 am Joanna Fontillas - Birthday 
 

  Saturday, October 10 

11:00 am Angelina Delgado - Birthday 

 

  Sunday, October 11 

  9:30am Mass In the Quad 

  †Jennifer Stahl 
   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  †Rita Tan 

  Sherley & Patrick Thong -  

  Thanksgiving 

 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar Flowers 
Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers that 

decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be printed in the 

weekly bulletin.  Donations for Altar Flowers, $75 and 

Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact Sherley 

Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995-

9420. 
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Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially  

Mariano B. Nabaza 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   

and support to his family and friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen.  

Consider God's charity.  

Where else have we ever seen someone who 

has been offended voluntarily paying out his life 

for those who have offended him?"   

— St. Catherine of Siena  



 


