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     Bulletin Letter from Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Dear Friends,  

 This week the Alameda County Office of Emergency Services 

issued a press release with some exciting news. Beginning the week of 

Monday, October 26, indoor worship services will be allowed to resume at 

25% capacity or less than 100 people, whichever is less. On Wednesday, 

our re-opening committee had its normal meeting to discuss our plan for 

returning to Mass in the Basilica.  

 This process will be similar to the way we are currently having Mass in the high school quad. 

We will have an online reservation system to ensure we do not exceed the capacity. We will have 

designated seating sections to provide an added layer of protection for our “at-risk” parishioners. 

To help all of us prepare for this return indoors, we plan on producing a video similar to one we 

created for the outdoor Mass, which will walk us through the more specific details, for example, 

where to park, and how to receive the Eucharist.  

 As I said, after months outside of our beloved Basilica, this is exciting news. What makes it 

more exciting is that we are moving ahead with more renovation projects. In the weeks to come, 

we will be removing the old carpet with all its ripples and painting the concrete floor. We will be 

replacing tiles in the sanctuary which were drilled into to anchor the old platform. We will be 

finishing the grotto and adapting it to be a “cry room” for young families, as well as a multi-purpose 

prayer space for ministries. I want to thank those of you who have made these projects possible by 

contributing to the Capital Campaign. If you have not yet contributed, please contact our Business 

Manager, Stan, to make a contribution. He can be reached at business@sjbalameda.org.  

 In addition to your monetary contributions, I’d also like to ask you to consider sharing your 

time with our community by serving as an usher for the indoor Masses. Indoor Mass will require a 

bit of “choreography” which means that we will depend on ushers for direction. Ushers are critical 

for making Mass flow smoothly, and the more well-trained ushers we have, the more Mass will feel 

less like a production and more like Mass. The way I see it, ushering is not something that only a 

few do, but is something that we all should have experience in, at least for the time being. This 

way, Mass will really be “of the people, by the people, for the people.” If you are healthy enough to 

offer this service to your parish, please contact Eric Bertelsen to get more information. He can be 

reached at ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org.  

 Thank you very much for considering my request. I am looking forward to moving forward 

with having services inside the Basilica. As I have said in the past, the re-opening committee is 

committed to creating an environment that prioritizes health and safety while also allowing for 

liturgy to be beautiful and reverent. Until the time comes when we actually move inside, and as 

long as weather permits, we will continue to offer Sunday Mass in the quad at 9:30am, Sunday 

livestream on YouTube at 12pm, Sunday drive-through communion from 1:30-2pm, and daily Mass 

in the Gathering Space (as well as livestreamed on Facebook) at 11am.  

God bless you,  

Fr. Mario  

https://covid-19.acgov.org/covid19-assets/docs/press/press-release-2020.10.13.pdf
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
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Shelter-in-Place Ministry: Town Hall October 27th at 7pm via Zoom  

“Resilience and Coping During Shelter-in-Place” is our first town hall via Zoom. This forum is 

designed to help address the anxiety, depression, or spiritual desolation people are feeling during 

the COVID isolation. In collaboration with the Grief Ministry, we will address these needs by offering 

short and long term strategies for participants and find ways to help our community move forward. 

Join us on Tuesday, October 27th at 7pm. More details to come. For more info, contact: 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

First Communion In COVID Time … God bless Genevieve Hauer and Marco Dominguez who 

celebrated their First Communion last Sunday at the 9:30 am Mass in the High School Quad. We will  

continue to see other children take this step in the coming weeks.  Please keep them and their families 

in your prayers. 

 

Holy See New Encyclical Letter 

Pope Francis has signed the third Encyclical of 

his pontificate in Assisi on Oct. 3 -  entitled 

“Fratelli tutti”, which means “All Brothers” in 

Italian, and will focus on the theme of human 

fraternity and social friendship. For the full 

Encyclical letter, click here. 

 
Picture Credit: VaticanNews.va - Pope Francis signing the new 

Encyclical "Fratelli Tutti"  

October is Fair and Ethical Trade Month  

It is a time when we celebrate how much we care for others by focusing on how the choices we 

make as consumers and people of Faith affects our sisters and brothers all over the world.  

According to Fair Trade USA, last year alone, when we bought Fair and Ethically labeled products 

and services, over 975,000 farmers and workers in 45 countries benefited from our purchases.  

When we purchase Fair and Ethically labeled products, we are living out our Faith. 

To find Fair and Ethical Trade products in your neighborhoods, check out the following link from the 

Oakland based Fair Trade USA website: https://www.fairtradecertified.org/products 

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://www.fairtradecertified.org/products
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Daily Mass: 11 am Livestreamed On 
Facebook  

Monday - Saturday. Link: https://
www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Mass is celebrated in the Gathering 
Space and Parishioners are welcome 
to attend. Please observe mask 
requirement and social distancing. 
Stay home if you are not feeling well 
and we encourage you to live-stream 
the Mass. 

Sunday Mass In The Quad: 

9:30 am 

Registration is required to attend the 
Mass  - attendance is limited to 100 
people per the Alameda County's 
COVID-19 Re-opening Guidance for Places of 
Worship.  Please visit our website to watch the 
important video and guidelines to register for the 

Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 
 

Faith Formation Update 

Our programs for young people have all begun, in spite of the complications presented by COVID-19. 58 

teens 8th grade and older from schools Catholic, public and private are preparing for the Sacrament of 

Confirmation through interactive distance learning. 28 children are getting ready to celebrate First 

Reconciliation and First Eucharist and 68 youngsters pre-school through 7th grade are participating in Whole 

Family Catechesis, through a combination of homeschooling and optional Zoom sessions. We are grateful for 

the parents and guardians who are willing to try something new and the coordinators and catechists who are 

accepting the challenge of introducing young people to Jesus and the wonders of our faith in a whole new 

way. (If you haven’t signed up yet, please do so today. Information and registration available at https://

sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs.)  

There are opportunities for adults, too! Interactive online Adult Confirmation classes start October 19. The 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (to prepare adults to join the Catholic faith and to help adult Catholics to 

learn about the faith in which they were baptized but not raised, or missed Reconciliation and Eucharist) 

continues year-round. There are Scripture reflections via Zoom on Thursday mornings and Thursday nights, 

Young Adult online evenings, etc. For information on any visit our website or contact Anne Marie at 

afourre@sjbalameda.org or leave a message at 510-995-9409.  

 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the Word at 10 am on ZOOM  
Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us for an 

engaging 30 minute lesson.  Click here on ZOOM Link to participate.  Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / 

Password: 1109.  For more information, contact our Director of Faith Formation, Anne Marie: 

afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

 

Sunday Mass: 12 noon Livestreamed on 

Basilica’s YouTube 
 

To live-stream, click on link:  

https://youtu.be/j8k62R22mr4 

Worship Aid: www.sjbalameda.org 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass until further notice. We 

encourage you to live-stream Mass 

each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

 

Drive-through or walk through 

Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to changes 

or weather conditions) 

https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
mailto:https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
mailto:https://sjbalameda.org/childrens-programs
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://youtu.be/j8k62R22mr4
http://www.sjbalameda.org
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News Around The Block… 

St. Joseph Elementary School Weekly Newsletter here. 

St. Joseph Notre Dame Flight Plan: Here 

Reminder: Phishing Scams  
Every week we continue to hear of attempts to 

scam members of our parish, which have 

unfortunately increased during this crisis. We 

would reminder parishioners to be wary. See ten 

simple things you can do to prevent becoming a 

victim from The Federal Trade Commission.  

(Link: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/

articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-

fraud) 

Please know that Fr. Mario or staff will never 

solicit gift cards or ask you to wire transfer 

money. Always take care in sharing personal 

information by email or online.  

Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday night at 7pm, to pray and 

reflect on the upcoming Sunday's Gospel. All are 

welcome.  

 

To join Zoom Meeting click 

on link below: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88381826159 

 or  

Dial: 669 900 6833;  

Meeting ID: 883 8182 6159  
 

Note: New Link Effective 

October 15 
Jacob Jordaens, The Four 

Evangelists, 1625–1630  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A) 

Do you know of someone who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet 

via ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of 

becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  

7:30 pm. ZOOM link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194; or 

dial: 408 638 0968;   

Meeting ID: 823 2778 9194  

(Note: New Link effective October 14) 

For more information on RCIA,  please email 

Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 

510-995 9409. 

 

For YAG 

Weekly Newsletter -  

Click here 

Adult Confirmation Classes Start Online 

October 19  

Interactive online sessions will be offered via Zoom on 

Mondays 7 to 8pm, available to adult Catholics who are 

registered and active in an Alameda parish. Preparation 

sessions are October 19 & 26, November 2, 9, 16 & 23, 

December 7 & 14, January 4, 11 & 25, plus a retreat 

session prior to Confirmation (either a Saturday morning or 

a Monday evening), and two Mondays following 

Confirmation. Adult Confirmation is tentatively scheduled 

for Sunday January 31 at the Cathedral of Christ the Light, 

if large religious services are permitted by then. Otherwise, we will adapt as necessary. Register in 

advance online at https://forms.gle/ZuaZjZyq4tuLYjjz6.  

For more information contact Anne Marie Fourre at afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

https://conta.cc/3deb5sp
https://conta.cc/34S2gAY
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194
https://mailchi.mp/631fa066194b/d0d3k0q5hk?e=384d2e1bca
https://forms.gle/ZuaZjZyq4tuLYjjz6
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
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CRS COVID-19 Response 

In all the continents where Catholic Relief 

Services serves, it is responding to the 

COVID-19 pandemic by addressing the 

needs of the highest risk populations to 

prevent the spread of the disease by using 

existing local partner organizations to raise 

awareness, promote preventive measures, 

dispel misinformation and are improving 

access to hygiene supplies and sanitation 

facilities.  

For more information, including the 

Emergency Fact Sheet, and/or to donate, go 

to the CRS website at www.crs.org/media-

center/current-issues/coronavirus-facts-and-

how-help  

Thank you for your generous financial 
contributions! 

Sign up for St. Joseph’s Faith Direct which is 

easy and secure. Click here to give with parish 

code CA702. If you need help with signing up or 

for more details, contact our Business Manager, 

Stan Schonberg: call: (510) 995 9411 or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph 
Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 
94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot 
located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through 
Communion.  

 

Note: For Parish’s Interim Financial Results as at 
September, click here. 

World Mission Sunday Collection 

Today’s second collection is for World Mission Sunday. Just like Jesus, the greatest evangelizer, 

we are called to help spread the word of God. We encourage you to give generously to help others 

in their missionary work around the world!  

In 1926 Pope Pius XI instituted 

Mission Sunday for the whole 

Church with the first worldwide 

Mission Sunday collection 

taking place in October 1927. 

The Mission Sunday collection 

is always taken on the next to 

last Sunday during the month 

of October. That day is 

celebrated in all the local 

Churches as the feast of 

catholicity and universal 

solidarity so Christians the 

world over will recognize their 

common responsibility with 

regard to the evangelization of 

the world.  (USCCB) 

Cheerfulness prepares a glorious mind  

for all the nobles act. 

 —St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

http://www.crs.org/media-center/current-issues/coronavirus-facts-and-how-help
http://www.crs.org/media-center/current-issues/coronavirus-facts-and-how-help
http://www.crs.org/media-center/current-issues/coronavirus-facts-and-how-help
https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/1d3b6895-5f99-4dc9-bba3-43bfe5f109be.pdf


 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 
(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 
12 noon livestream Mass)  

 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza 

Brown, Lee Corral, Fong Che, 

Greg Falkner, Martha Flores, 

Dave Krug, Monte McEntee, Jeff  

Murray, Joann Miller, Nory A. 

Reyes, Michael Ricica, Rachel 

Sutherland,  Reena Salud, 

Charles H. Thomas, Ramon N. Tirona & John 

Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 

9420 if you would like a name to be added to the Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

 

     Saturday, October 17 

11:00pm †Nick R. Santos  
  - Birthday Remembrance 
  

  Sunday, October 18 

 9:30 am: Mass In The Quad  

  †Francis Urtula 

  †Angela & George Naclerio, Sr. 
 

          12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Navidad Tan Garcia  

   
  Monday, October 19 

11:00 am †For The People Of The Parish 
  
 

  Tuesday, October 20 

11:00 am †Judge Ed Vincent Albano 

 

  Wednesday, October 21 

11:00 am †Brian Schumacher 
 
 

  Thursday, October 22 

11:00 am †Brian Schumacher 
 

 

  Friday, October 23 

11:00 am †Anton Seelen Bacher 
 

  Saturday, October 24 

11:00 am Uchoa Udoji  

  - Personal Intention/Birthday 
 

  Sunday, October 25 

  9:30am Mass In the Quad 

  †David Stump 

  Dang Nguyen - Special Intention 
 

   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  †Laurie Schmidt 

  †Patricia & Fortunato Zamora 

  - Death Anniversary 
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Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar 
Flowers Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers that 

decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be printed in the 

weekly bulletin.  Donations for Altar Flowers, $75 and 
Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact Sherley 

Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org, or call (510) 995-

9420. 

Nourish For Caregivers… Nourish for 

Caregivers is a ministry created by the Diocese 

specifically to offer support to the unique 

challenges of in-home caregivers. This Christ-

centered program brings resources and support 

to family caregivers who 

carry both the blessing 

and burden of providing 

comfort and healing to 

people who are ill, 

suffering and need 

special care. Caregivers 

can join national and/or 

local Zoom calls for 

support. For more 

information here. 

https://oakdiocese.org/catholics-care


 


