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     Bulletin Letter from Fr. Sunil Orathel 

LIVING JUSTLY  

“You give that back right now!”  

How many of us have heard that line, probably more than once, as we were growing up? We come 

home with the trophy of what we thought was a really sweet deal, only to have our parents undo our 

profits by making us return the spoils. They had a different idea of what constituted a “fair trade 

agreement.” Justice in our dealings with others continues to be an important measure of our 

character, and like a good parent, God cares very much about how we treat each other and about 

how others treat us. God hears the cry of the poor, and answers the call of the oppressed. God’s 

beloved children are not to behave like bullies.  —Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

Dear Friends, 

We hear and read about the number of tests that are happening around the 

world to achieve a vaccine that can combat the pandemic virus. Tests are 

common and facilitate the arrival of better outcomes. In the gospel, the test 

questions bring out the surest, unquestionable, and conclusive answer: love 

the Lord your God with all with all your heart, soul, and mind and your 

neighbor as yourself.  

• Maximillian Kolbe volunteered to die instead of a stranger in the German death camp of 

Auschwitz in 1941.  

• Fr. Peter Damien from Belgium ventured into the Hawaiian Island of Molokai, to proclaim the 

gospel in service of the lepers and died of the same after decade long service in 1889. 

• Elizabeth of Hungary, the lady of the noble court, left her royal life, used her possessions to 

build hospitals, to feed the hungry and the sick in the 1200s.  

• Francis Xavier from the noble family of Spain travels to India, Malaysia, and Japan adopting the 

native customs and culture to proclaim Christ through holistic mission services in the 1500s.  

• Mother Teresa of Calcutta left her lavish Loreto convent and started the Missionaries of Charity 

congregation, serving the poor, needy, sick, elderly, and the homeless in the streets of Calcutta 

from the 1960s.  

We acknowledge with faith and gratitude the millions of Christians who have loved God and 

reached out to their neighbor and continues to do so.  

And, we have a rich history of men and women who dedicated themselves to the love of God and 

neighbor. My path is my choice and My God leads me. 

Blessings, 

Fr. Sunil 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Wednesday: Ss. Simon and Jude  

Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 



 

utumn is here and Advent will quickly follow. 

During this time of the year, we invite you to help 

with the St Joseph’s annual tradition of the Angel 

Giving Project. This project is a way of providing a 

gift at Christmas for a needy child, senior, or any 

person in need in our community.  

This year we would like to let you know that our 

project will be somewhat different as we want to 

be careful to follow COVID 19 precautions. We will 

not have a table with paper ornaments in front of 

the Mary statue as in the past. We will not ask you 

to go shopping and buy presents. Instead, the 

Committee will be purchasing gift cards for all of 

our families and individuals who will be 

receiving them. 

If you wish to participate in the project, 

we will be asking you to give us a check 

made payable to “St Joseph Basilica” 

with Angel Giving Project in the 

memo line.   

If you have chosen in the past to give us 

a check for the Midway Shelter you may 

continue to put Midway Shelter in the memo 

line. Or, donations can made via credit card 

through a special account set-up on the 

Parish’s FaithDirect Online Giving, starting 

November 1 through December 5, 2020. 

(Note: More information of the project and  the 

link to the online donation via FaithDirect will 

be available in the upcoming bulletin and 

website) 

Checks can be mailed or drop-off to the Parish 

Office at: 1109, Chestnut Street, Alameda. CA 

94501. Please mark envelope to the attention 

of “Angel Project Giving Committee.” 

We thank you very much for your 

support and generous donations. If 

you have any questions please 

contact Peggy Ritchie at 510 865 

8352.  

 

The Angel Giving Project Committee 
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Congratulations to our First Communicants - Sabine Manilili, Ysabella Espinosa and 

Derrick Raymundo who celebrated their First Communion at last Sunday  9:30 am Mass. Please 

keep the other children who will be taking this step in the coming weeks in your prayers. 
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Sunday Mass: 12 noon Livestreamed on 

Basilica’s YouTube 
 

To live-stream, click on link:  

https://youtu.be/On81hOspFG8 

Worship Aid: www.sjbalameda.org 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass until further notice. We 

encourage you to live-stream Mass 

each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

 

Drive-through or walk through 

Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to changes 

or weather conditions) 

 

Daily Mass: 11 am Livestreamed On 
Facebook  

Monday - Saturday. Link: https://
www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Mass is celebrated in the Gathering 
Space and Parishioners are welcome 
to attend. Please observe mask 
requirement and social distancing. 
Stay home if you are not feeling well 
and we encourage you to live-stream 
the Mass. 

Sunday Mass In The Quad: 

9:30 am 

Registration is required to attend the 
Mass  - attendance is limited to 100 
people per the Alameda County's 
COVID-19 Re-opening Guidance for Places of 
Worship.  Please visit our website to watch the 
important video and guidelines to register for the 

Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 
 

 

Mass Schedules  

 

Remembering Our Loved Ones In The Month of November 

Throughout November, as Catholics, we remember in a special way our loved ones who have died.  

However, due to Covid-19 and for the safety of our parishioners,  St. Joseph is unable to have some of our 

usual observances to honor our faithfully departed with: 

• Memorial candles 

• Please do not bring pictures of loved ones to the Parish Office or leave them in the niches 
 

We will celebrate three Masses on Monday, November 2 - Solemnity of All Souls: 

8 am, 11 am and 6 pm (Livestreaming on our Facebook page at the 11 am Mass as usual) 

Note: Advance registration is required.   Register quickly when the links are posted on Wednesday, 10/28, 

on our website: sjbalameda.org, since attendance is limited to the first 30 registrants at each Mass. Mass 

will be celebrated in the Gathering Space. 
 

Offertory Envelopes: Write the names of loved ones on the offering envelopes available at all entrances 

to the Church.  Envelopes will be kept on the Altar throughout November.  Please drop envelopes to the 

Parish Office. 

**Don’t forget to visit the cemetery to place flowers and offer prayer for your loved ones. 

https://youtu.be/On81hOspFG8
http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
sjbalameda.org
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New to our 

Parish…? 

Have you subscribed 

to FORMED? It’s an 

online service for accessing thousands of 

Catholic videos, audios and eBooks On 

Demand anytime, anywhere! As a member, you 

will have access to entertaining movies, 

inspiring audio talks, informative bible studies, 

and much more, in English and Spanish. The 

resources will help our parishioners learn and 

grow in their faith. Registering is easy and free. 

Click here and follow the steps.  Search for St. 

Joseph Basilica. 

Shelter-in-Place Ministry: Town Hall 

October 27th at 7pm via Zoom  

“Resilience and Coping During Shelter-in-Place” 

is our first town hall via Zoom. This forum is 

designed to help address the anxiety, 

depression, or spiritual desolation people are 

feeling during the COVID isolation. In 

collaboration with the Grief Ministry, we will 

address these needs by offering short and long 

term strategies for participants and find ways to 

help our community move forward. 

We invite you to join us at this town hall meeting 

on Tuesday, Oct 27 at 7 pm: by clicking on the 

following ZOOM link: 

Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?

pwd=RXVXanJDbnR2Vi9NVjNBWXhYTWx2dz09  

Meeting ID: 530 936 4930  

Passcode: together  

Participants will be able to enter the Zoom at 

6:45p, should you need technical assistance. 

Or, for more info, contact: 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday night at 7pm, to pray 

and reflect on the upcoming Sunday's 

Gospel. All are welcome! 
 

To join Zoom Meeting 

click on link below: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88381826159 

 or  

Dial: 669 900 6833;  

Meeting ID: 883 8182 6159  
 

Note: New Link Effective October 15 

News Around The Block… 

Elementary School Weekly Newsletter here 

High School Flight Plan: here 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the Word at 10 
am on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them 

understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us 

for an engaging 30 minute lesson.  
 

Click on ZOOM link here  to participate. 

Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of 

Faith Formation, Anne Marie: 

afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A) 

Do you know of someone who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of 

becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 

pm. ZOOM link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194; or 

dial: 408 638 0968;   

Meeting ID: 823 2778 9194  

(Note: New Link effective October 14) 

For more information on RCIA,  please email 

Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 

510-995 9409. 

https://formed.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?pwd=RXVXanJDbnR2Vi9NVjNBWXhYTWx2dz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?pwd=RXVXanJDbnR2Vi9NVjNBWXhYTWx2dz09
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://conta.cc/3j9qnA2
https://conta.cc/35daqnt
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194
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Thank you for your generous financial 
contributions! 

Sign up for St. Joseph’s 

Faith Direct which is 

easy and secure. Click 

here to give with parish 

code CA702. If you 

need help with signing up or for more details, 

contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: 

call: (510) 995 9411 or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph 
Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 
94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot 
located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through 
Communion.  

 

Note: For Parish’s Interim Financial Results as at 
September, click here. 

Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Contact: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com   

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com / jdowcooper@gmail.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 

Support the Bishop’s Appeal 2020 

Even in uncertain times, the faithful in the 

Diocese of Oakland have been generous in 

their financial support of our important 

ministries. To learn how the funds collected 

are used: here. 

Note: when making a pledge/donation through 

the Diocese website, please include “St. Joseph 

Basilica” so the Parish will receive the credit.  

 

Upcoming Second Collection 

November 1 - Maintenance Collection 

Ushers for Indoor Mass 

St. Joseph is preparing  to return to Mass in 

the Basilica soon and we invite you to 

volunteer for this important Ministry.  As 

mentioned by Fr. Mario in his message last 

week, Ushers are critical for making Mass 

flow smoothly.  If you be able to offer your 

service, please contact Eric Bertelsen: 

ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org. 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to 

join our AV Support Team at the Sunday, 12 

noon live-stream Mass. Please contact Stan 

at business@sjbalameda.org if you would 

like to help out. 

https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/e1f4cf5c301/1d3b6895-5f99-4dc9-bba3-43bfe5f109be.pdf
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:jdowcooper@gmail.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:Terecita@terecitadean.com
https://oakdiocese.org/bishops-appeal
mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org


 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 
(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 
12 noon livestream Mass)  

 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Rosa 

Betancourt, Ronald M Bautista, 

Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown, 

Lee Corral, Fong Che, Greg 

Falkner, Martha Flores, Amelia 

Miguel, Monte McEntee, Jeff  

Murray, Joann Miller, Nory A. 

Reyes, Michael Ricica, Rachel 

Sutherland,  Reena Salud, Charles H. Thomas, 

Ramon N. Tirona & John Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 

9420 if you would like a name to be added to the Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

 

     Saturday, October 24 

11:00pm Uchoa Udoji - Personal Intentions/
  Birthday 
  

  Sunday, October 25 

 9:30 am: Mass In The Quad  

  †David Stump 

  Dang Nguyen - Special Intention 
 

          12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  Laurie Schmidt  - Birthday 

  †Patricia & Fortunato Zamora  

   
  Monday, October 26 

11:00 am †Sally Gallagher 
  
 

  Tuesday, October 27 

11:00 am Dr. Bernadette Aghaji  - Healing 

 

  Wednesday, October 28 

11:00 am In Honor Of Our Blessed Mother 
 
 

  Thursday, October 29 

11:00 am †Paula &Eric Smith 
 

 

  Friday, October 30 

11:00 am †Iluminada Lim - Death Anniversary 
 

  Saturday, October 31 

11:00 am †Trinidad & Jose Belgica 
 

  Sunday, November 1,  

  Solemnity of All Saints 

  9:30am Mass In the Quad 

  For the People of the Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 

   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  For the People of the Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 
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Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

Altar Flowers & 
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsor 

The Main Altar flowers and  

Sanctuary Lamp  for  the week of 

October 24/25  

are sponsored by  

the McGaugh Family 

for the People of the Parish. 

 

Let Us Remember  
It is with sadness, we share the news with our 

Parish Community on the recent passing of  

 Fr. Bill Moore 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   

and support to his family and friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen.  

(To read more of Fr. Bill’s life, here) 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/entertainment/2020/10/19/father-bill-moore-priest-abstract-expressionist-painter-dies-71/5983834002/


 


