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I had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count 

from every nation, race, people, and tongue. 

They stood before the throne and before the Lamb. 
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     Bulletin Letter from Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Dear Friends,  

 As you know, November is the month where we pray in a more 

fervent manner for the souls who “have gone before us and rest in the 

sleep of peace” (Eucharistic Prayer 1). We begin with a bang, with All 

Saints Day on Sunday, November 1, followed by All Souls on November 2. 

All Saints day is a way for us to unite ourselves to those saints who are 

canonized, that is, officially recognized by the Church as living heroically virtuous lives, as well as 

those people who, although not canonized are nevertheless enjoying heaven, that place of 

“refreshment, light, and peace” (also Eucharistic Prayer 1). Who are the saints? That elite group of 

people of which we can only dream of becoming a part of? Far from it. Sainthood, sanctity, 

holiness, is what Jesus came to invite all of us to. You are meant to be a saint.  

 This is a wonderful call, but it is one that, like any worthwhile endeavor, takes disciple and 

hard work. We put in a lot of effort to get through school, and advance in the workplace; growth in 

virtue, love of God, and neighbor should be no different! So, during this month, as we remember 

those who have gone before us, those canonized and those who are not, we remember that what 

they have achieved is not out of reach. It is available, but we need to work for it.  

 How do we do this? Of course, Sunday Mass is always essential, but what else can we do? 

How about a daily Mass thrown in during the week? How about coming into the basilica for silent 

prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament? How about praying the Rosary, while meditating on the 

words of Scripture that pertain to each mystery? These are the tried and true methods of becoming 

a saint, of preparing ourselves more and more to love God and our neighbor.  

 Here’s another way you can progress in becoming a saint: learn the lives of the saints 

themselves. Some people criticize Catholics for placing the saints on too high a pedestal. But they 

are the ones who did what we are striving to do, follow Christ, love God, and love neighbor. They 

are like our teachers and our coaches, who have gone before us, who teach us through their 

successes and their failures, the path to God.  

 So, here is what I will be doing during November. Our parish subscribes to FORMED, an 

online treasure trove of Catholic multimedia, from faith formation programs to Bible studies, all 

available at the click of a button. One part of the FORMED library are movies on the lives of the 

saints. I plan to watch one per week, and I hope you will consider this as well. I’ve always wanted 

to learn more about St. Ignatius of Loyola, as it just so happens that FORMED has a movie on him. 

A link to FORMED is always available in the bulletin, and IT IS FREE FOR YOU!  

 Over the course of November, seriously consider doing something to unite yourself to the 

saints, to tread the well-worn path that they trod. Don’t just read this letter and put it aside. Be 

intentional, make a plan, even if it is as something as watching one movie per week, which is 

probably what many of us are already doing.  

God Bless you, 

Fr. Mario  
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Congratulations to Xander-King Mendez  and Jael Fernandez  who celebrated their First 

Communion at last Sunday  9:30 am Mass.  We ask you to keep them and their families in your  

prayers. `  

 

All Souls Day Solemn Mass 
Monday, November 2 @ The Gathering Space 

Mass Times: 8am, 11am & 6pm 

*********************************** 
Registration is required as attendance is limited to 

the first 30 registrants.  Click on the Mass time to 

register: 

 8 am  

 11 am  (Note: Mass will also be livestreamed on our            
Facebook page) 

 6 pm 

Important Reminder: Social distancing and mask required 

at all times.  Please stay home if you are not well and we 

encourage you to live-stream the 11 am Mass. 

OUR HOPE AND GOD’S PROMISE  

The Church uses these waning November days 

and darker skies as the season to remind us of 

the last things. Today’s feast, the Solemnity of All 

Saints, is the centerpiece of three days that point 

to doctrines we proclaim each time we say the 

Apostles’ Creed: “We believe in the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body and life 

everlasting.” And while the days and our hearts 

may be dark, the readings today are bright with 

the light of faith. John’s vision in the book of 

Revelation reveals dazzling angels and white-

robed saints gathered in triumph around the 

throne of God. In the responsorial psalm we sing 

our longing to see God’s face, and in the second 

reading John writes that we are God’s children 

and will, in fact, see God “as he is” (1 John 3:2). 

This is our hope. This is God’s promise. Today 

we celebrate the triumph of those who already 

gaze on the face of God. Tomorrow we cry out for 

mercy with those in purgatory, who, like us on 

earth, still long to see God’s face.   

-Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.  

The Shower with Cards Campaign to spread joy has begun! We are starting with 

Thanksgiving greetings for our vulnerable seniors and residents of our local care homes. Please support our 

card writers with donations of birthday cards, Thanksgiving cards, Christmas cards or blank greeting cards. 

There will be a basket/box on the Rectory porch to collect your donations until November 15. For our card 

writing angels, feel free to use your (or your children's) inner artist and handmake cards. If you need 

supplies or blank cards, let us know. A bin to collect your completed cards will also be on the Rectory porch. 

Please drop off your completed cards by November 20. If you would like to join in the cheer and joy of 

writing cards, please contact us at sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com.  

https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5525
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5565
https://membership.faithdirect.net/events/details/5566
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
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Sunday Mass: 12 noon Livestreamed on 

Basilica’s YouTube 
 

To live-stream, click on link:  

https://youtu.be/30oBCVfyjiQ 
 

Worship Aid: www.sjbalameda.org 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland are 

dispensed from the obligation to attend 

Sunday Mass until further notice. We 

encourage you to live-stream Mass 

each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

 

Drive-through or walk through 

Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to changes 

or weather conditions) 

 

Daily Mass: 11 am Livestreamed On 
Facebook  

Monday - Saturday. Link: https://
www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

Mass is celebrated in the Gathering 
Space and Parishioners are welcome 
to attend. Please observe mask 
requirement and social distancing. 
Stay home if you are not feeling well 
and we encourage you to live-stream 
the Mass. 

Sunday Mass In The Quad: 

9:30 am 

Registration is required to attend the 
Mass  - attendance is limited to 100 
people per the Alameda County's 
COVID-19 Re-opening Guidance for Places of 
Worship.  Please visit our website to watch the 
important video and guidelines to register for the 

Public Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 
 

 

Daily & Sunday Mass Schedules  

National Vocation Awareness Week: November 1-7, 2020 (NVAW) 

National Vocation Awareness Week, celebrated November 1-7, 2020 is an annual week-long celebration 

of the Catholic Church in the United States dedicated to promote vocations to the priesthood, diaconate 

and consecrated life through prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and support for those who 

are considering one of these particular vocations. NVAW began in 1976 when the U. S. bishops 

designated the 28th Sunday of the year for NVAW. In 1997, this celebration was moved to coincide with 

the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, which falls on January 13 in 2013. Beginning in 2014, NVAW was 

moved to the first full week of November.  

Please ask Our Lord for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons and consecrated men and women. May 

they be inspired by Jesus Christ, supported by our faith community, and respond generously to God’s 

gift of a vocation. 

Prayer for Vocations 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to serve in your  

Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and consecrated persons. Send your Holy  

Spirit to help others to respond generously and courageously to your call.  

May our community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth and young adults.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.  

http://www.usccb.org/vocations 

https://youtu.be/30oBCVfyjiQ
http://www.sjbalameda.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
http://www.usccb.org/vocations
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Phishing Scams Continue! 

Every week we continue to hear of attempts to 

scam members of our parish, which have 

unfortunately increased during this crisis. We would 

reminder parishioners to be wary. See ten simple 

things you can do to prevent becoming a victim 

from The Federal Trade Commission.  

(Link: https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-

10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud) 

Please know that Fr. Mario or staff will never solicit 

gift cards or ask you to wire transfer money. Always 

take care in sharing personal information by email 

or online.  

Have you 

subscribed to 

FORMED? It’s an 

online service for 

accessing thousands of Catholic videos, audios 

and eBooks On Demand anytime, anywhere! As 

a member, you will have access to entertaining 

movies, inspiring audio talks, informative bible 

studies, and much more, in English and 

Spanish. The resources will help our 

parishioners learn and grow in their faith. 

Registering is easy and free. Click here and 

follow the steps.  Search for St. Joseph 

Basilica. 

 

Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday night at 7pm, to pray 

and reflect on the upcoming Sunday's 

Gospel. All are welcome! 
 

To join Zoom Meeting 

click on link below: 

 https://

us02web.zoom.us/

j/88381826159 

 or  

Dial: 669 900 6833;  

Meeting ID: 883 8182 

6159  

News Around The Block… 

Elementary School Weekly Newsletter here 

High School Flight Plan: here 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the Word at     
10 am on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them 

understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us 

for an engaging 30 minute session.  

 

Click on ZOOM link here  to participate. 

Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of Faith 

Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(R.C.I.A) 

Do you know of someone who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of 

becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 

pm. ZOOM link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194; or 

dial: 408 638 0968;   

Meeting ID: 823 2778 9194  

For more information on RCIA,  please email 

Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 

510-995 9409. 

Ushers for Indoor Mass 

St. Joseph is preparing  to return to Mass in the 

Basilica and we invite you to volunteer for this 

important Ministry.  Ushers are critical for 

making Mass flow smoothly and if you are  able 

to offer your service, please contact Eric 

Bertelsen: ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org. 

O my God, teach me to be generous, to serve you 

as you deserve to be served, to give without 

counting the cost, to fight without fear of being 

wounded, to work without seeking rest, and to spend 

myself without expecting any reward, but the 

knowledge that I am doing your holy will. Amen.   

—St Ignatius of Loyola 

mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
mailto:https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0060-10-things-you-can-do-avoid-fraud
https://formed.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://conta.cc/2J3fAeF
https://conta.cc/31FWqBO
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194
mailto:ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org
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Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 

 

Advent is coming! During this time of the year we invite you to help with the Saint Joseph 

Basilica tradition of the Angel Giving Project. This project is a way of providing a gift at 

Christmas for a needy child, senior or any person in need in our community.  Due to the 

pandemic precautions, we will not be following the same process that we have done in the past.  

Our families and individuals will be receiving gift cards this year. If you wish to participate, you 

can make out a check to Saint Joseph Basilica with Angel Giving Project or Midway Shelter in 

the memo line. The committee will purchase and deliver the gift cards.  

If you wish to see a list of the organizations we are helping this year, you can go to the Saint 

Joseph Basilica website: sjbalameda.org and view our web page. You will also be able to donate 

via credit card through Faith Direct.  

Checks can be dropped off or mailed to:  

Saint Joseph Basilica - 1109 Chestnut St - Alameda CA 94501  

Please be sure to write Angel Giving Project on your envelope.  

 

Contributions will be accepted November 1, 2020 through December 5, 

2020.  

 

We thank you very much for your support, and appreciate your patience 

with change.  

Any questions, please call Peggy Ritchie at 510-865-8352  

 

The Angel Giving Project Committee  

mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:Terecita@terecitadean.com
https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service
https://membership.faithdirect.net/givenow/CA702/40619


 

Society of Saint Vincent de Paul  

St. Joseph Conference  

Let us Give Thanks and Help our Neighbors in need! 

Thanksgiving Food Drive  
November 1 – November 22, 2020  

We are grateful for donations of:  

Instant Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing, Canned Yams,  

Gravy, Canned Fruit, Spaghetti, Spaghetti Sauce,  

Cranberry Sauce, Cereal, Soup, Crackers, Tuna,  

Peanut Butter, Jelly/Jam, Rice (1 to 2 lbs.),  

Macaroni & Cheese  

 

Place your donations in the RED Boxes  

that are near the Basilica doors.  

 
Note: Thank you to the SJES families who are already  

being asked for a food donation.  

 



 

Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 
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Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 
(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 
12 noon livestream Mass)  

 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Rosa 

Betancourt, Ronald M Bautista, 

Romelita Baustita, Lhiza Brown, 

Lee Corral, Mary Cronin, Fong 

Che, Greg Falkner, Martha Flores, 

Amelia Miguel, Monte McEntee, 

Jeff  Murray, Joann Miller, Nory A. 

Reyes, Michael Ricica, Rachel 

Sutherland,  Reena Salud, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Charles S. Thomas & John Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 

9420 if you would like a name to be added to the Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

 

     Saturday, October 31 

11:00am †Trinidad & Jose Belgica  
 

  

  Sunday, November 1 

  Solemnity of All Saints 

    9:30 am Mass In The Quad  

  For the People of the Parish 

 

            12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  For the People of the Parish  

   
  Monday, November 2 

  Solemnity of All Souls 

8:00,11:00am †For All Souls 
and 6:00pm  
 
 

  Tuesday, November 3 

11:00 am †Lilia A. Viloria 

 

  Wednesday, November 4 

11:00 am †Melquiades Eusebio  
 
 

  Thursday, November 5 

11:00 am †Isabel T. Santos 
 

 

  Friday, November 6 

11:00 am †Joseph Sunno Fernandez 
 

  Saturday, November 7 

11:00 am †Dionesio Awayan  

 

  Sunday, November 8  

  9:30am Mass In the Quad 

  †Paula & Eric Smith 
   

   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  †Christina Goodman 
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Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

Let Us Remember  
It is with sadness, we share the news with our 

Parish Community on the passing of longtime 

parishioner, Leonardo Paulino. 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   

and support to his family and friends. Eternal 

rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual 

light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Amen. 

Nourish For Caregivers… Nourish for 

Caregivers is a ministry created by the Diocese 

specifically to offer support 

to the unique challenges of 

in-home caregivers. This 

Christ-centered program 

brings resources and 

support to family caregivers 

who carry both the blessing 

and burden of providing 

comfort and healing to 

people who are ill, suffering and need special 

care. Caregivers can join national and/or local 

Zoom calls for support. For more information 

here. 

https://oakdiocese.org/catholics-care


 


