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 Basilica Update: A Message from Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Returning to Mass inside of the Basilica  

Dear Friends,  

After several thorough discussions with the re-opening committee, I would 

like to announce that we have a tentative plan to move into the Basilica 

for Mass at 9:30am on Sunday, November 22, the Solemnity of Christ the 

King. That means that this Sunday, the 15th, will be the final Mass in the 

quad.  

Due to some continued renovation work taking place inside the Basilica, daily Mass will still be 

offered in the Gathering Space at 11am (weather permitting), and on Facebook Live. When the 

location or time of the daily Mass changes, I will notify you promptly.  

While it’s exciting to be returning to Mass inside the Basilica, it’s important to be aware that 

attending Mass indoors will be different than it was before COVID-19. A rise in cases has been 

attributed to indoor gatherings, and even though there is evidence which shows that indoor worship 

services that diligently follow protocols are safe, we are choosing a conservative approach to keep 

all of us healthy. Below you will find some of the most important protocols for attending Mass inside 

St. Joseph Basilica. We ask you to read through them carefully in order to help us return to the 

Basilica in a safe and reverent manner.  

Advance reservation is required: At the current time, we are limited to 100 people. This number 

includes the congregation, ushers, liturgical ministers, and clergy. When we held Mass in the quad 

we were able to make exceptions for those who registered late due to the large area and open air, 

but we will not be able to do so when we go indoors; once the limit is reached, we will have to turn 

away people who did not reserve a spot. If you do not have access to a computer, please call the 

parish office early in the week to request a reservation. If you are unable to reserve a seat before 

the limit is reached, remember that the obligation to attend Mass is still suspended during the 

pandemic, and live-streamed Mass remains an option as well as drive-through Communion.  

 

If we see that the we are consistently turning people away, we will only be able to add more Masses 

if we have an adequate amount of ushers (about 10 per Mass). If you would like to be an usher to 

ensure that we can serve more people, please contact Eric Bertelsen at 

ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org.  

Seating and Entrances are assigned: Similar to the outdoor Mass, seating will be divided into three 

categories: high-risk (those who are older or who have an underlying health condition), families with 

children, and general admission. Each of these groups will have its own entrance in order to 

minimize contact with another group. The high-risk group will enter through the doors off of the 

Gathering Space. Families with children will enter through the side door closest to the Elementary 

School parking lot. General admission will enter through the main doors on Chestnut Street. Once 

you are checked in ushers will guide you to your seat. Please be aware that we will not be picking 
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our own seats but will be filling in from the front of each section and moving to the back. This will 

help our ushers to get everyone seated in a timely and efficient manner. Thank you for your 

cooperation.  

All doors will remain open: To improve ventilation, all of the doors will remain open throughout 

Mass. Therefore, we highly recommend that you dress warmly, as it will likely be cold. 

Music: Since singing has been shown to produce a greater quantity of respiratory droplets, we will 

not be singing hymns or Mass parts at this time. We will have instrumental music, however, and 

encourage you to recite the responses prayerfully.  

Communion: The ushers will direct you into the proper aisle where you will be given hand sanitizer. 

It is preferred that you receive communion on your palm - opened and outstretched to maintain your 

distance from the Priests or Eucharistic Ministers. Please maintain a distance of six feet and keep 

your mask on until AFTER you receive the host. Move slightly to the side, remove your mask by 

removing one ear loop, consume the host and replace your mask. Return to your seats at the 

direction of the ushers.  

Exiting the Basilica: After the conclusion of Mass, please wait to be dismissed by the ushers one 

pew at a time; you will be directed to exit through the same door you entered. Please refrain from 

socializing as you make your way to your vehicle.  

As always, remember to maintain six feet distance at all times and be sure that your nose and 

mouth are completely covered by your mask. If all of these safety protocols are observed, Mass 

inside the Basilica will be safe. Thank you for helping us do our part to slow the spread as we 

worship together in our beloved Basilica.  

Fr. Mario 

 

  Message from Fr. Mario Rizzo… continued 



 

 

   Bulletin Letter from our Faith Formation Director 

 

What’s New… 
Study Group on Pope Francis’ Encyclical  
“On Fraternity and Social Friendship” 

At a time when our lives, our country, and the whole world may seem covered by dark clouds, 

Pope Francis’ newest encyclical invites everyone to renewed hope. Join with other parishioners to 

discuss and reflect on “Fratelli Tutti: on Fraternity and Social Friendship,” and consider how we can 

build peace and unity in our relationships, our community, and the world. Purchase a copy from 

your favorite publisher or access it for free on the Vatican’s website: http://www.vatican.va/content/

francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html and join 

us via Zoom Tuesday nights 7-8pm starting November 17. 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84502864780?

pwd=Z0JVYTJpNFh2ZDM2ZVBNWUZ0dlp2UT09  

Or Meeting ID: 845 0286 4780; Passcode: Fraternity  

Or Dial 408 638 0968; Meeting ID: 845 0286 4780; Passcode: 7725501181  

Waste Not, Want Not 

Truth be told, Sunday’s parable with the servant who incurred his 

master’s wrath by returning what he received unused has always 

bothered me a bit. Wasn’t the master overreacting? After all, the servant 

was just being cautious. But noticing how people are responding to life in 

COVID-time gives me a different perspective.  

A friend complains that she is unable to do anything. Her health and her age have restricted her 

from the active life of community service she has done for decades and she feels useless. Yet she 

writes notes to the homebound, and sends letters to elected officials, and phones those who are 

lonely. In a world where health risks dictate limiting public contact as much as possible, the clerks in 

the local markets keep the shelves stocked and the doors open so we can purchase what is 

needed. Parents stretch themselves between home-schooling and work on top of everything else to 

care for their families. Parishioners seek out opportunities to help those who are in need and 

volunteer to teach classes or lead groups through videoconferencing to ensure our community 

continues to be nourished.  

The master “entrusted his possessions to them... to each according to his ability.” Although we 

might feel we have little to offer or fear that our efforts might fail, our “talents," whether the financial 

measure of the scripture or the skills and gifts we possess, in the end, belong to God and are not 

ours to waste. Might your gifts of hospitality and good health be calling you to the Usher Ministry, 

enabling more people to attend Mass in person? Or your gifts of time and good handwriting be of 

service in sending cards through the Shelter in Place Ministry? This week, let’s take a look at that 

talent we may have buried and put it to good use, that we might hear those precious words, “Well 

done, my good and faithful servant.”  

Anne Marie Fourre 
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Message from SIP Outreach Team: 

Dear SJB Community,  

We are so grateful for your thoughtful feedback about 

the Resilience in Isolation Town Hall held on October 

27. We appreciate your request to continue a 

Community Gathering for Support as we continue in 

relative shelter in place. We are collaborating to bring 

another Zoom event for all of us soon, so stay tuned! 

In the meantime, our Grief Ministry is providing the 

attached list of spiritual resources for all to use. As 

always, we are joining our hearts and prayers with 

yours. Please continue to contact us with your 

suggestions and any needs that you may have. 

Please also continue to pray for us as we work and 

plan in service for all, in Christ's name.  

In gratitude and service,  

SIP Outreach Team and Grief Ministry : sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

Spiritual Practices for Challenging Times Link here 

 

Diocesan News: Bishop Barber was happy to welcome the mammography van from the Carol 

Ann Read Breast Health Center to the Order of Malta Clinic and the Diocese of Oakland last week. 

The free breast health screening was able to serve women in a welcoming safe environment. The 

Order of Malta Clinic is a volunteer-run, innovative health care model that provides health care to 

those in need at no cost. Since 2008 their mission has been to “uphold human dignity and care for 

people in need”. The all-volunteer staff provided over 11,000 medical visits last year and with new 

tele-visit opportunities will hope to meet that number this year.   

Here to read more. (with link to Order Malta Clinic) 

Pastoral Care Ministry: Are you a confirmed Catholic, seeking to serve as Jesus serves? The 

Pastoral Care Ministry is preparing for the time in the near future when we can bring the Eucharist 

and our presence to the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters in Christ - our homebound. 

Before COVID-19 we were able to visit them once a week and bring them this holy sacrament and 

our healing presence. Many of our Pastoral Care Ministers fall into the age risk category for COVID 

and will not be able to resume this vital part of the ministry. If you want to share your love of the 

Eucharist and your love for one another in this precious way,  contact Caren Vance: 

sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com. We will be training new PCMs on the liturgical ceremony of the visit 

and the very important COVID-19 safety protocols soon. If you are unable to join this ministry at this 

time, we ask that you pray for the fulfillment of this mission for our SJB homebound. Thank you and 

God bless!  

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
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    Daily & Sunday Mass Schedules  

Sunday Mass: 12 noon 

Livestreamed on Basilica’s 

YouTube 
 

To live-stream, click on link:  

https://youtu.be/EOvb5yagQmQ 

Worship Aid: www.sjbalameda.org 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of Oakland 

are dispensed from the obligation 

to attend Sunday Mass until further 

notice. We encourage you to live-

stream Mass each weekend for 

those of you who prefer to stay at 

home or are not feeling well. 

 

Drive-through or walk through 

Communion on Sundays  

Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to 

changes or weather conditions - check website for 

updates) 

Daily Mass: 11 am 
Livestreamed On Facebook  

Monday - Saturday. Link: 
https://www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

Sunday Mass In The Quad: 

Nov 15 @ 9:30 am 

Registration is required to attend 

the Mass  - attendance is limited to 

100 people per the Alameda 

County's COVID-19 Re-opening 

Guidance. Please visit our website 

to watch the important video and 

guidelines to register for the Public 

Mass: www.sjbalameda.org. 

Important Update:  9:30 am 

Sunday Mass in the Basilica 

The 9:30 am Sunday Mass will be celebrated in 

the Basilica starting November 22. Registration is 

required with attendance limited to 100 people 

per Alameda County Guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday 

night at 7pm, to pray and 

reflect on the upcoming 

Sunday's Gospel. All are 

welcome! 

To join Zoom Meeting click 

on link below: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88381826159 

 or  Dial: 669 900 6833;  

Meeting ID: 883 8182 6159  
 

Have you subscribed to FORMED? It’s 

an online service for accessing thousands of 

Catholic videos, audios and eBooks On 

Demand anytime, anywhere! As a member, you 

will have access to entertaining movies, 

inspiring audio talks, informative bible studies, 

and much more, in English and Spanish. The 

resources will help our parishioners learn and 

grow in their faith. 

Registering is easy and 

free. Click here and 

follow the steps.  Search 

for St. Joseph Basilica. 

 

News Around The Block… 

Elementary School Weekly Newsletter here 

High School Weekly Flight Plan: here 

Weekly Children's Liturgy 
of the Word at  10 am on 
ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 

to 10? Help them understand 

Sunday's Gospel better by 

joining us for an engaging 30 

minute session.  

Click on ZOOM link here  to participate. 

Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of Faith 

Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

Do you know of someone who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of 

becoming a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 

pm. ZOOM link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194; or 

dial: 408 638 0968;   

Meeting ID: 823 2778 9194  

For more information on RCIA,  please email 

Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 

510-995 9409. 

Nourish For Caregivers… Nourish for 

Caregivers is a ministry created by the Diocese 

specifically to offer support to the unique 

challenges of in-home caregivers. This Christ-

centered program brings resources and support 

to family caregivers who carry both the blessing 

and burden of providing comfort and healing to 

people who are ill, suffering and need special 

care. Caregivers can join national and/or local 

Zoom calls for support. For more information 

here. 

Ushers for Indoor Mass Re-opening 

Ushers are critical for making Mass flow 

smoothly and if you are  able to offer your 

service to important Ministry, please contact Eric 

Bertelsen: ebertelsen@sjbalameda.org. 

Note: There will be an Ushers training on 

Saturday, November 21 at 11:30 am, Basilica.  

We invite anyone who would like to volunteer as 

an Usher to participate in this important training 

by contacting Eric. 

Often, actually, very often, God allows his greatest 
servants, those who are far advanced in grace, to make 
the most humiliating mistakes. This humbles them in 
their own eyes and in the eyes of their fellow men. 
— St. Louis de Montfort  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://formed.org/
https://conta.cc/2IgyM7W
https://conta.cc/36jcuLt
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194
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Angel Giving Project  
Nov 1 - Dec 5 
The Angel Giving Project is a way 

to give Christmas gifts to the 

needy seniors, adults, and children 

of our community, and the Project 

continues  in spite of COVID. If 

you would like to support this St. 

Joe’s Ministry, visit our website for more information 

on how to help or participate: https://sjbalameda.org/

outreach-service. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul  
Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Nov 1 - 22 
For a list of items to donate and drop-offs location, 
click here. Thank you for your support. 

Upcoming Collection: 
The Catholic Campaign For Human Development “Working on the Margins” 

WHY YOUR SUPPORT FOR THE CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COLLECTION 
MATTERS 

Next week our special collection will support the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. Forty million 

people in the United States live in poverty. This collection supports programs that empower people to identify 

and address the obstacles they face as they work to bring permanent and positive change to their 

communities. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human Development at http://www.cceb.org/

cchd/ 

Thank you for your generous financial contributions! 

Sign up for St. Joseph’s Faith Direct which is easy and secure. Click here to give with parish code CA702. 

If you need help with signing up or for more details, contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: call: 

(510) 995 9411 or email: business@sjbalameda.org. 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through Communion.  

Mark your calendar! Support St. Vincent de 

Paul of Alameda County Fundraiser.  Click on 

image to participate. 

https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service
https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service
https://d2y1pz2y630308.cloudfront.net/24939/documents/2020/11/svdpfood-2.pdf
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https://www.faithdirect.net/
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAEL62rMkKk/view


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza 

Brown, Lee Corral, Mary Cronin, 

Fong Che, Greg Falkner, Martha 

Flores, Amelia Miguel, Jeff  

Murray, Joann Miller, Jack 

Nelson, Femmia Ramos, Nory A. 

Reyes, Michael Ricica, Rachel 

Sutherland,  Reena Salud, Ramon 

N. Tirona, Charles S. Thomas & John Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call (510) 995 

9420 if you would like a name to be added to the Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

 

     Saturday, November 14 

11:00am †Teodora Manuntag 
 

  

  Sunday, November 15 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad  

  †Francis Xavier Nzhia & Deceased 

  Members of Nguyen Family 

  †Louis Vanderheid 
 

            12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Jennifer Stahl  
  †Emilio Avila  
  Nellie Dang & Family  
   
  Monday, November 16 

11:00am †Liliano Lupetti  
 
 

  Tuesday, November 17 

11:00 am †Deceased Members of  

  Belluomni & Marcheschi Families 

 

  Wednesday, November 18 

11:00 am †Ernest & Mary Holmes 
 
 

  Thursday, November 19 

11:00 am †Maria Lupetti 
 

 

  Friday, November 20 

11:00 am †Paul Joseph Barton 
 

  Saturday, November 21 

11:00 am †Anni Huegel 

 

  Sunday, November 22 

  9:30am in the Basilica 

  For The People of the Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 
     

   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  †Brigitte Plant 

  †Myrna Pua 
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Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar Flowers 
Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers that 

decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be printed in the 

weekly bulletin.  Donations for Altar Flowers, $75 and 

Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact Sherley 

Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org. 

Mass Intention Request  
For request, please email Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjblameda.org. The following 

information is required when requesting for the 

Mass Intention:  

• Name of person requesting  

• Name of person for whom Mass is offered - 

living or deceased  

• Date of Mass requested  

• Telephone and email information  

Note: There is no guarantee of availability of 

Mass for a requested date. We will confirm 

request by email. The suggested stipend 

donation is $10.  

Sanctuary Lamp  
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of November 

is lighted for All Souls in Purgatory. 

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 
 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
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Click on image to RSVP or for more information. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehe68jwubd5c3bd3


 


