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   Bulletin Letter from Fr. Mario Rizzo 

Dear Friends,  
 

Today, Thursday the 19th, a staff member of the high school was confronted 

by a man near the gymnasium at approximately 12:15 pm. He took the staff 

member’s purse and appeared to be holding a gun. The staff member is safe, 

and the authorities have been notified. This is just a reminder to always be 

cautious of your surroundings, even in this neighborhood, and especially in the 

evening.  

 

What a week. Just as we were gearing up to return to Mass in the basilica, we get the news of a return 

to the “Purple Tier,” which means no indoor worship services at this time. I know many of us were 

excited to return to the basilica after all these months, but alas, we must wait a little bit longer. Thanks 

to the commitment of our outdoor Mass team, we will continue to offer Sunday Mass in the SJND quad 

at 9:30 am as long as the weather holds out. Likewise, daily Mass will continue in the Gathering Space 

Monday-Saturday at 11 am. If you ever have a question about whether or not Mass is cancelled, the 

website and Facebook page are the best ways to stay informed.  

 

Speaking of the basilica, we are moving ahead with more renovation work. On Tuesday, the residue 

from the carpet was water blasted away, revealing a striking terra cotta hued concrete. Our plan is to 

sample several colors of stain to bring out the red color and give the floor a revived lustre. We are also 

working closely with the designer to finalize plans on replacing some stone tiles in the sanctuary and 

firm up an estimate on the high altar. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to making these 

projects possible.  

 

On to more spiritual musings. This Sunday we celebrate the final Sunday of Ordinary Time, the 

Solemnity of Christ the King. I am always struck by the juxtaposition between this magnificent 

Solemnity and what follows, Advent. Advent is a time of joy because it is a time that prepares us to 

welcome our King. But it is a time of silence and peaceful waiting because our King comes to us, not in 

boisterous and flamboyant ways, but in mysterious and hidden ones. 2,000 years ago, He came as a 

poor child and lived as a poor carpenter and rabbi. Today, He comes in similar ways, no less humble; 

in the Eucharist, in silent prayer, in the service provided to our poor of today, in our daily crosses that 

we carry.  

 

In this sense, our entire lives are tinged with a spirit of Advent, of Christ’s many comings into our lives. 

What this means for us is that we have to be prepared, which is what the last few weeks of Sunday 

Gospel passages have been about: The Beatitudes from All Saints Day, the wise and unwise virgins, 

the servants and the talents, and this Sunday, the sheep and the goats.  

 

Our world tells us to be prepared for certain things, possessions, power, pleasure and prestige; our 

King tells us to be prepared for others; to give ourselves to others in solidarity and compassion. He 

invites us to follow Him, to imitate Him, to love Him and our neighbors. Are we ready for that? 

Sometimes I am, sometimes…not so much. Thank God for another Advent to help prepare our hearts 

to welcome Christ the King. 

Fr. Mario 
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Save the Date: An Invitation From Parish SIP Outreach and Grief Ministries 
Tuesday, November 24th at 7pm via Zoom 

In response to your suggestions and your requests, we are hosting our second Community Gathering 

for Support via Zoom (previously called a Town Hall).  Please join us on Tuesday, November 24th at 

7pm for “Coping with the Holidays during Shelter In Place."  

This forum is designed to help address the anxiety, depression, or spiritual desolation that people are 

feeling during the COVID isolation. We will integrate issues related to the approaching holidays and holy 

days.  

In collaboration with the Grief Ministry facilitators, we will address these needs by offering short and long 

term strategies for participants and find ways to help our community move forward.  

 

Participants will be able to enter the Zoom at 6:45pm.  

For more information, contact: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

We are looking forward to seeing you then!  

 

St Joseph Basilica Outreach is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

Topic: Coping with the Holidays in Shelter in Place  

Time: Nov 24, 2020 06:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)  

Zoom Meeting Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?pwd=RXVXanJDbnR2Vi9NVjNBWXhYTWx2dz09  

Meeting ID: 530 936 4930  

Passcode: together  

One tap mobile  

+14086380968,,5309364930# US (San Jose)  

mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5309364930?pwd=RXVXanJDbnR2Vi9NVjNBWXhYTWx2dz09
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Congratulations to three young people receiving Holy Eucharist for the first time last 

Sunday at the 9:30 am Mass. God bless Jaxson Tanaka, Lila McClymont  and Sam Lusaria and 

their families! We will continue to see more children taking this step in the coming weeks. Please 

keep them and their families in your prayers. 

` 

ThanksgivingDay 

It’s Thanksgiving soon.  Until then, spend a little 
time each day thanking God for one blessing He 
has given you. 
 

The Parish Office will observe the Thanksgiving 

holiday from  noon on Wednesday, November 

25 until Monday morning, November 30. Since 

staff will not be checking phone messages or 

emails, if need to urgently contact a priest, 

please call Fr. Mario 510-995 9421 or Fr. Sunil 

510-301 5975. 

We wish our Parish Family a very blessed and 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

Advent begins  next week! What is 

Advent? Advent is a word with Latin roots 

which means “approach” or “coming”. Advent 

is the beginning of the new liturgical year for 

the Roman Catholic Church.  On the first 

Sunday of Advent, which begins November 

29 this year, the Church celebrates its own 

kind of New Year’s day.  The Scripture 

readings at Mass remind us of all the 

prophecies that point to the Lord’s coming.  

We are called to keep watch and to leave 

behind our sinful ways.  We also hear the 

recurring theme of a light shining through the 

darkness.  Isaiah 60:19 reminds us of this 

promise: 

The sun shall be no longer be your light by 

day, nor for brightness shall the moon give 

light to you by night; but the Lord will be your 

everlasting light, and your God will be your 

glory.  

THANKSGIVING 

One act of thanksgiving, when things go 

wrong with us, is worth a thousand thanks 

when things are agreeable to our inclinations. 

—Saint John of Ávila  

Lord, we thank you for the goodness of our 

people and for the spirit of justice that fills this 

nation.  We thank  you for the beauty and 

fullness of the land and the challenge of the 

cities.  We thank you for our work and our rest, 

for one another, and for our homes.  We thank 

you, Lord: accept our thanksgiving on this day.  

We pray and give thanks through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 



 

    Daily & Sunday Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  
Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  
not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Mass In The Quad 

Nov 22 @ 9:30 am 

Reservation is required to attend 

the Mass as attendance is limited 

to 100 people per the Alameda 

County's COVID-19 Guidance. 

Please visit our website to watch 

the critical video presentation 

before reserving a spot to attend 

the in-person Mass: 

www.sjbalameda.org. 
 

(Note: Mass subject to cancelation 

due to weather.  Check website or 

Facebook for update) 
 
 

 

12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube 
 

YouTube Link:  

https://youtu.be/BjLbpxZ3zcM 

Worship Aid 

Click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of 

Oakland are dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of 

Obligation until further 

notice. We encourage you to live-stream 

Mass each weekend for those of you who 

prefer to stay at home or are not feeling 

well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  
Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to 

cancelation due to weather - check 

website for update) 

https://youtu.be/BjLbpxZ3zcM
https://www.sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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Thursday Night Scripture Reflection  

Join us every Thursday night at 7pm, to pray and 

reflect on the upcoming 

Sunday's Gospel. All are 

welcome! 

To join Zoom Meeting click 

on link below: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/88381826159 

 or  Dial: 669 900 6833;  

Meeting ID: 883 8182 6159  
 

 

News Around The Block… 

Elementary School Weekly Newsletter here 

High School Weekly Flight Plan: back next week. 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the Word at   
10 am on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them 

understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us for 

an engaging 30 minute session.  

Click on ZOOM link here  to participate. 

Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of Faith 

Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

Do you know of someone who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of becoming 

a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 pm. ZOOM 

link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194; or dial: 408 

638 0968;   

Meeting ID: 823 2778 9194  

For more information on RCIA,  please email Anne 

Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 510-995 

9409. 

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to join our 

AV Support Team at the Sunday, 12 noon live-

stream Mass. Please contact Alex Ramos: 

aramos94501@gmail.com if you would like to 

help out. 

Study Group on Pope Francis’ Encyclical “On Fraternity and Social Friendship”  

It's not too late to join our online study group on Pope Francis’ newest encyclical “Fratelli 

Tutti" ("Brothers & Sisters All"), on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm. November 24 we'll look to discuss the 

Introduction and Chapter One, so please read in advance. Purchase a copy from your favorite publisher 

or access it for free on the Vatican’s website here. 

For info contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84502864780? pwd=Z0JVYTJpNFh2ZDM2ZVBNWUZ0dlp2UT09  

Or, Meeting ID: 845 0286 4780; Passcode: Fraternity  

Or, Dial 408 638 0968; Meeting ID: 845 0286 4780; Passcode: 7725501181 

The Catholic Faith 

On Demand 

We would like to remind 

you that the Parish subscribes to FORMED, an 

online database full of Catholic media. If you have 

not signed-up, click here and follow the steps. 

Search for St. Joseph Basilica. Registration is free.  

Mass Intention Request  
For request, please email Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjblameda.org. Note: There is no 

guarantee of availability of Mass for a requested 

date. We will confirm request by return email. The 

suggested stipend donation is $10.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88381826159
https://conta.cc/3lyYMdy
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194
mailto:aramos94501@gmail.com
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84502864780?%20pwd=Z0JVYTJpNFh2ZDM2ZVBNWUZ0dlp2UT09
https://formed.org/
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 

 Stewardship/Get Involved                                       

 

 

Angel 
Giving 
Project  
Nov 1 - Dec 5 
The Angel Giving 

Project is a way to 

give Christmas gifts to the needy seniors, 

adults, and children of our community, and 

the Project continues  in spite of COVID. If 

you would like to support this St. Joe’s 

Ministry, visit our website for more 

information on how to help or participate:  

https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service. 

Special Collection: 

The Catholic Campaign For Human Development 
“Working on the Margins” 

Please be generous in this week’s special collection for the Catholic 

Campaign for Human Development (CCHD). In the United States, one 

in six people lives in poverty. With this collection, you support programs 

that address the causes of poverty and provide a sustainable future for 

those struggling across the country. In addition, 25% of the funds we 

collect will remain in our diocese to fund local anti-poverty projects. 

Please prayerfully consider how you can support this collection and 

work on the margins. For more information about CCHD or to donate 

please go to http://www.cceb.org/cchd/. You may also donate by 

writing a check to the parish, noting “For CCHD” in the memo line.  

Thank you for your generous financial contributions! 

Sign up for St. Joseph’s Faith Direct which is easy and secure. Click 

here to give with parish code CA702. If you need help with signing up or 

for more details, contact our Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: call: 

(510) 995 9411 or email: business@sjbalameda.org. 

You can also continue to support your Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, Alameda CA 

94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-through Communion.  
 

Upcoming Collection:  

SVdP 5th Sunday 

The Special Collection the weekend of November 

28 and 29 will be the St. Vincent  de Paul 5th 

Sunday collection. You can make your donation 

at the 9:30 Mass or the Drive-through 

Communion on Sunday, November 29. It can also 

be dropped off at the Rectory.  

The money that we receive from Faith Direct and 

from 5th Sunday collections is used to assist 

people in our neighborhood. We are grateful for 

your support because it helps us provide help with 

utility bills (gas, electricity, water), rent, food, and 

sometimes medicine or other expenses. Please 

continue to support our neighbors with your 

donations and with your prayers.  

https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service
http://www.cceb.org/cchd/
https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza 

Brown, Lee Corral, Mary Cronin, 

Fong Che, Greg Falkner, Martha 

Flores, David McGaffey, Amelia 

Miguel, Jeff  Murray, Joann Miller, 

Jack Nelson, Femmia Ramos, 

Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica, 

Reena Salud, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Charles S. Thomas & John 

Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would like a name to be added 

to the Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

 

     Saturday, November 21 

11:00am †Anni Huegel 
 

  

  Sunday, November 22 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  For The People of the Parish 

  - Living and Deceased 
 

            12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Brigitte Plant 

  †Myrna Pua 
   
  Monday, November 23 

11:00am Peter Augustine Scott 
 
 

  Tuesday, November 24 

11:00 am Vernadette O. - Thanksgiving  

    Intention 

  Wednesday, November 25 

11:00 am In Honor of Our Blessed Mother 
 
 

  Thursday, November 26 

  Thanksgiving Mass 

10:00 am For The People of The Parish 
 

 

  Friday, November 27 

11:00 am †George Joseph Goulet 

  †Anne Howard 
   
 

  Saturday, November 28 

11:00 am †Stefanie Zoeller 

 

  Sunday, November 29 

  9:30am in the Basilica 

  †Avelina Ofreneo 
       

   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  †Mary Turowski  - Birthday  

        Remembrance
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Weekly Sanctuary Lamp or Altar 
Flowers Sponsor 

Remember a loved one by sponsoring the flowers that 

decorate the Sanctuary, or one candle for the weekly 

Sanctuary Lamp.  Your intention will be printed in the 

weekly bulletin.  Donations for Altar Flowers, $75 and 

Sanctuary Lamp, $20. 

To sponsor and select a date,  please contact Sherley 

Lim at:  secretary@sjbalameda.org. 

Sanctuary Lamp  
The Sanctuary Lamp for the month of 

November is lighted for  

All Souls in Purgatory. 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Thirty-fourth or Last Week in Ordinary Time; 

Monday: St. Clement I; St. Columban; 

Bl. Miguel Agustín Pro 

Tuesday: St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc and 

Companions 

Wednesday: St. Catherine of Alexandria 

Thursday: Thanksgiving Day 

START WITH GRATITUDE  

Gratitude is the inward feeling of kindness received. 

Thankfulness is the natural impulse to express that 

feeling. Thanksgiving is the following of that impulse.  

—Henry Van Dyke  

mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 
(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

 

Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 
 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:Terecita@terecitadean.com


 

Click on image to RSVP or for more information. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehe68jwubd5c3bd3


 


