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Happy New Year!  The First Sunday in Advent marks the beginning of  

the liturgical year.  It’s a time of great anticipation as we await the arrival of  

Christ on Christmas morning.  In fact, the word Advent comes from the  

Latin word ‘ad-venire’ that means coming or arriving. 
 

The  lighting of the first candle symbolizes Hope and is called the “Prophet’s Candle”.  
The prophets of the Old Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s arrival.  
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   Bulletin Letter from Fr. Sunil Orathel 

Be watchful! Be alert! 
You do not know when the time will come. 

— Mark 13:33  

Dear Friends, 

The last week of the liturgical year; the beginning of advent; the overwhelming 

resurgence of the pandemic; the cold and dark beginning of winter; the week 

of Thanksgiving; a week of multiple emotions and adaptations as we Celebrate 

the Feast of Christ the King, Thanksgiving and move towards Advent.  

As Mother Nature moves through cycles of seasons and climates, the liturgical season parallels her 

flow. The frail and weak nature of humanity stumbles at the cycles of change and movement. Either 

because of attachment to stability and familiarity or because of fear of the unknown and 

unpreparedness for uncertainties. The kingship moves over to awaiting for the Prince of Peace in 

eternity and as Emmanuel.  

The beautiful event of Thanksgiving, though marred by the pandemic, is a joyful memory, a 

recollection, a family reunion, a time of gratitude to God, our Nation, family, friends, and 

acquaintances; a time to be grateful for the many little things and events that occur in our daily 

lives, for the moments that we have been recipient of God’s benevolence. We bow to His majesty in 

gratitude!  

Gratitude abounds whenever graciousness is showered upon us; all the more when we least expect 

or are least prepared for them and that is the nature of our king – who died on the cross for me to 

have life, love and mercy in fullness. When and where human and political power and authority fail, 

his reign and compassion begin to show forth, leading to contentment and freedom. The inscription 

made in our hearts awakens us to that reality of kingship extended to each one of us out of love. 

Our preparedness and the resulting action will make us worthy of being in his true fold. Long live 

Christ the King in my heart and home as I await his return as King and Baby of Bethlehem.  

 

Blessings, 

Fr. Sunil  

MARK’S JESUS  

Gospel is the shortest and tersest of all four. The discourses of Jesus tend to be terser as well. Mark’s 

portrayal of Jesus has none of the poetry of the Sermon on the Mount or the Sermon on the Plain as in 

Matthew or Luke, nor the extensive, reflective “I Am” discourses as in John. Mark’s Jesus “cuts to the 

chase,” we would say today. This is reflected quite well in today’s passage.  

It is no accident that the dialogue of Jesus at this point in the Gospel according to Mark - the concluding 

words about the end of the world - immediately before his passion, is riddled with exclamation points and an 

overall sense of urgency.  

We would do well to re-tool our own way of living this Advent, for we live in a world urgently in need of 

hearing the message of Jesus proclaimed. It’s time for us to “wake up!” and get out into the world to do it.  

(Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.) 



 

 

Congratulations Communicants!   

Congrats to the ten young people who celebrated their First Communion on November 21: 

Karis Awayan, Krystle Briones, Dylan Cruz, Julian Espiritu, Julietta Lopez, Andee Mendoza, 

Arianna Nguyen, Julia Petersen, Sara Salcedo and Andoni Ybanez.  

And, pictured below, Communicants who received their First Communion at the 9:30 am 

Mass last Sunday: Andy Luu, Jaslene Becerra and Elsy Bautista . Please keep all of them 

and their families in your prayers.  (For more pictures, visit our Facebook page) 
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New Listening Line  

As you may remember, several months ago, the Parish conducted a survey to understand the needs we as 

a community have during the COVID pandemic. One of the themes that were identified in the survey was an 

increased feeling of loneliness across all segments of our community. With lockdowns and extra 

precautions, we’ve needed to take to protect the health of others, many of us have experienced more 

loneliness as a result.  

In response to this need for connection and support, the Parish is piloting a Listening Ministry. This ministry 

will allow Parishioners to talk to over the phone with a trained listener. While this isn’t therapy, counseling, a 

crisis hotline, or even spiritual direction, it is a good opportunity for those who would like some connection 

during hard times to be able to have an anonymous friend to speak with for a bit. It is a chance to share what 

is on your mind and in your heart. We are here with open hearts to listen.  

Since we are in the early stages of the ministry, we will be conducting a pilot over the next few weeks to 

gauge the need for it. Starting on Wednesday and Thursday, December 2nd and 3rd and weekly thereafter 

on Wednesdays and Thursdays, from 7 pm to 9 pm, you can call 510- 995-9474 to reach a listener to speak 

with. We have male and female listeners and all conversations will remain anonymous and confidential. Our 

listeners also have training and experience in several different cares and helping modalities.  

If you are interested in having someone to speak with, feel free to call in on Wednesdays and Thursdays 

between 7 pm-9pm, starting on Wednesday, December 2nd, and Thursday, December 3rd. The number is 

510-995-9474.  

      

    A message from our  
Shelter In Place Ministry 

 

 
THANK YOU  to the Shower with Cards Volunteers! Your 

dedication and diligence has blessed and delighted 85 

homebound parishioners and 356 nursing home residents 

in our community. Know that your words of love, 

encouragement, and humor will help alleviate dark 

loneliness for so many people. Some of you have gotten 

personal thank you cards in response already from some 

of the recipients, which is a testament to how joy, love, 

and gratitude multiply joy, love, and gratitude. Your 

impact is also a testament to the power of the Body of 

Christ working together, even if we can't physically be 

together. Enjoy a safe Thanksgiving with your dear ones 

near and far (thanks to the magic of the internet!). And 

we'll do it all over again early next month for Christmas 

cheer! A special thank you to all who donated blank 

cards. We now have more than enough for the Christmas 

card campaign and for birthday cards. Your generosity 

overflows!  
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Magnificat SOTI (A Ministry for Catholic Women) 
Invitation For A Morning Of Praise, Prayer and 

Inspiration On ZOOM 

Saturday, December 5th - 9:30 am  

Please join us for a morning of Praise, Prayer, and Inspiration 

from the coziness of your own home!  

Our speaker Dr. Cynthia Hunt will share with us her story of 

how her life as a physician, international speaker, and 

accomplished pianist has been transfigured through the 

continued love and mercy of our Lord. Cynthia has served the 

Church for the last 12 years in the Exorcist and Deliverance 

Ministry as a psychiatric consultant and is a secular Carmelite. 

She is a wife and the mother of three children. For more 

information: https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creekhe.   

Email Magnificatsotirsvp@gmail.com for reservations or call 

Kim Sullivan at 925-683-8220 for any questions.  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

   

In lieu of Communal Reconciliation Service, the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation will be offered on 

Mondays, 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm during Advent, in 

addition to the normal time on Saturdays, 3:30 

pm - 5:00 pm.  

Grow In 

Fa ith 

 

Solemnity Of The 
Immaculate Conception of 
The Blessed Virgin Mary 

Tuesday, December 8 
 

Mass will be celebrated at 11 am in 

the Gathering Space and is also 

available live-streaming on Parish’s 

Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/  

 
Novena To Our Lady Of 

Guadalupe, December 3 - 11 

Join us at 7:00 pm for Rosary prayer,  

live stream on Parish’s  

Facebook page.  

https://magnificat-ministry.net/ca-walnut-creekhe
mailto:Magnificatsotirsvp@gmail.com
https://bible.usccb.org/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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    Daily & Sunday Mass Schedules  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation  

Mondays, 6:00 - 7:00 pm  
(During Advent) 

Saturdays, 3:30-5:00pm  

Reconciliation will held in the Basilica,  

not in the confessional. 

Basilica Open for Private Prayer  

• Monday-Friday: 9am-7pm  

• Saturday: 9am-5pm  

• Sunday: 9am - 11 am; 1pm-5pm 

(closed 11 am - 1:30 pm to prepare for 

12 noon livestream Mass)  
 

Please continue to practice the 

recommended hygiene and social 

distancing. We ask you to refrain from 

gathering in groups, and to avoid 

touching surfaces and to wash hands as 

often as possible.  

Note: Bathrooms are closed. 
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Sunday Mass In The Quad 

9:30 am 

Reservation is required to attend 

the Mass as attendance is limited 

to 100 people per the Alameda 

County's COVID-19 Guidance. 

Please visit our website to watch 

the critical video presentation 

before reserving a spot to attend 

the in-person Mass: 

www.sjbalameda.org. 
 
 

Note: Mass subject to cancelation 

due to weather.  Check website or      

Facebook for update 
 

 
 

12 Noon Sunday Mass 
Live-streaming on 
Basilica’s YouTube 
 

YouTube Link:  

https://youtu.be/3NTXJHmv9Po 
 

Worship Aid 

Click here 

Daily Mass 
11 am, Gathering Space 
Monday - Saturday 

(Livestreaming available on our 

Facebook Page) 
 

Link: https://www.facebook.com/
sjbalameda/  

 

Reminder:  

Catholics in the Diocese of 

Oakland are dispensed from the 

obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass and Holy Days of 

Obligation until further notice. We 

encourage you to live-stream Mass each 

weekend for those of you who prefer to 

stay at home or are not feeling well. 

Drive-through or walk through 
Communion on Sundays  
Starts 1.30 pm and ends 2 pm (subject to 

cancelation due to weather - check 

website for update) 

https://youtu.be/3NTXJHmv9Po
https://www.sjbalameda.org/sunday-mass-worship-aid
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
https://www.facebook.com/sjbalameda/
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News Around The Block… 

Elementary School Weekly Newsletter here 

Weekly Children's Liturgy of the Word at   
10 am on ZOOM  

Do you have children ages 4 to 10? Help them 

understand Sunday's Gospel better by joining us for 

an engaging 30 minute session.  

Click on ZOOM link here  to participate. 

Meeting ID: 842 1344 6023 / Password: 1109 

For more information, contact our Director of Faith 

Formation, Anne Marie: afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults  

Do you know of someone who is interested in 

becoming a Catholic? RCIA continues to meet via 

ZOOM each week.  Invite those thinking of becoming 

a Catholic to join us Wednesdays,  7:30 pm. ZOOM 

link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194; or dial: 408 

638 0968;   

Meeting ID: 823 2778 9194  

For more information on RCIA,  please email Anne 

Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org or call 510-995 

9409. 

Study Group on Pope Francis’ Encyclical “On Fraternity and Social Friendship”  

It's not too late to join our online study group on Pope Francis’ newest encyclical “Fratelli 

Tutti" ("Brothers & Sisters All"), on Tuesday nights from 7 to 8 pm. Purchase a copy from your favorite 

publisher or access it for free on the Vatican’s website here. 

For info contact Anne Marie at afourre@sjbalameda.org.  

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84502864780? pwd=Z0JVYTJpNFh2ZDM2ZVBNWUZ0dlp2UT09  

Or, Meeting ID: 845 0286 4780; Passcode: Fraternity  

Or, Dial 408 638 0968; Meeting ID: 845 0286 4780; Passcode: 7725501181 

The Catholic Faith 

On Demand 

We would like to remind 

you that the Parish subscribes to FORMED, an 

online database full of Catholic media. If you have 

not signed-up, click here and follow the steps. 

Search for St. Joseph Basilica. Registration is free.  

E-mail Scam  
We have heard recently from several 

parishioners that the email scam is underway 

again. As we have shared before, it is a national 

scam.  You can google “priest scam gift cards” 

and see how wide-spread it is.  We need to 

battle this through education and 

communication. 

If you received a ‘gmail.com’ account from any 

of our priest or parish staff, please do not 

response. It appears that the sender is phishing 

for valid email addresses and if you respond, 

the sender will follow-up with a request for some 

sort of monetary assistance, for example gift 

cards.   

It is truly unfortunate that cyber criminals will 

attempt to exploit the generous nature of our 

Parish Family. If you receive an unusual 

request, call the Parish Office or our priests 

directly to seek clarification.  DO NOT USE any 

phone number provided in the e-mail or click on 

any links in the email. For more information on 

phishing scams and email security, you can 

google (or search for): Recognizing Phishing 

Emails. Or, the FBI website address to file an on 

line Internet crime complaint: https://

www.ic3.gov 

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/St--Joseph-Elementary-School-Newsletter--November-20--2020.html?soid=1128905482976&aid=Pi3fHvHPmuM
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84213446023?pwd=Yi96TWgxMDNCaWhlTkxsMzU5WEVyZz09
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82327789194
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84502864780?%20pwd=Z0JVYTJpNFh2ZDM2ZVBNWUZ0dlp2UT09
https://formed.org/
https://www.ic3.gov
https://www.ic3.gov


 

 

 Stewardship/Get Involved                                       

 

Angel Giving Project 2020 

There is still time to support the Project!  

Donations can be drop-off to the Parish 

Office by December 5 or visit our website for 

more information on how to donate online: 

https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service. 

The Catholic 
Campaign For 
Human 
Development 

Thank you for your 

generous support last 

week for the collection 

for the Catholic 

Campaign for Human 

Development! to support 

those on the margins 

who are living in poverty in the United States. If 

you missed the collection, it’s not too late to give! 

Visit  http://www.cceb.org/cchd/. for more 

information. You may also donate by writing a 

check to the parish, noting “For CCHD” in the 

memo line, and drop or mail it off to the Parish 

Office. 

Thank you for your continued 
financial support! 

Sign up for St. Joseph’s 

Faith Direct which is 

easy and secure. Click 

here to give with parish 

code CA702. If you need 

help with signing up or for 

more details, contact our 

Business Manager, Stan Schonberg: call: 

(510) 995 9411 or email: 

business@sjbalameda.org. 

You can also continue to support your 

Parish by: 

• Mail in your weekly envelopes to: St. 

Joseph Basilica, 1109 Chestnut Street, 

Alameda CA 94501  

• Drop off your donations in the mail slot 

located at the Parish Office door.  

• In the collection baskets at the Drive-

through Communion.  

Audio Visual Support Team 

We are always looking for more people to 

join our AV Support Team at the Sunday, 12 

noon live-stream Mass. Please contact Alex 

Ramos: aramos94501@gmail.com if you 

would like to help out. 

 

Work hard every day at increasing your 

purity of heart, which consists in appraising 

things and weighing them in  

balance of God’s will.  

—St. Francis de Sales 

SVdP 5th Sunday 

The Special Collection this 

weekend will be the St. 

Vincent  de Paul 5th 

Sunday collection. You 

can make your donation at 

the 9:30 Mass or the Drive

-through Communion on 

Sunday, November 29. It can also be dropped off 

at the Rectory.  

The money that we receive from Faith Direct and 

from 5th Sunday collections is used to assist 

people in our neighborhood. We are grateful for 

your support because it helps us provide help with 

utility bills (gas, electricity, water), rent, food, and 

sometimes medicine or other expenses. Please 

continue to support our neighbors with your 

donations and with your prayers.  

Mass Intention Request (2021) 

For request, please email Sherley Lim: 

secretary@sjblameda.org. Note: There is no 

guarantee of availability of Mass for a requested date. 

We will confirm request by return email. The 

suggested stipend donation is $10.  

https://sjbalameda.org/outreach-service
http://www.cceb.org/cchd/
https://www.faithdirect.net/
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:aramos94501@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org


 

 Pray for the Sick  

May those who are in need of our prayers, place 

their trust and faith in the comforting   

presence of the Lord. Amen. 

Sandy Anderson, Ronald M 

Bautista, Romelita Baustita, Lhiza 

Brown, Lee Corral, Mary Cronin, 

Fong Che, Greg Falkner, Martha 

Flores, David McGaffey, Amelia 

Miguel, Jeff  Murray, Joann Miller, 

Jack Nelson, Femmia Ramos, 

Nory A. Reyes, Michael Ricica, 

Reena Salud, Ramon N. Tirona, 

Charles S. Thomas & John 

Verduzco. 

Please email secretary@sjbalameda.org  or call 

(510) 995 9420 if you would like a name to be added 

to the Sick List.  

  Mass Intentions 
Livestreamed: 11am  (Facebook) & 12 noon (YouTube) 

 

     Saturday, November 28 

11:00am †Stefanie Zoeller 
 

  

  Sunday, November 29 

  9:30 am Mass In The Quad 

  †Avelina Ofreneo 
 

            12 noon Mass- Live streamed  

  †Mary Turowski  - Birthday  
        Remembrance
   
  Monday, November 30 

11:00am †Julius Okoh 
 
 

  Tuesday, December 1 

11:00 am Nicholas Pirotta (Teen Confirmandi) 

  Wednesday, December 2 

11:00 am †Sally Gallagher 
 
 

  Thursday, December 3 

11:00 am  †Dionisio Awayan 
 

 

  Friday, December 4 

11:00 am †Eardly & Esther Jackson 
   
 

  Saturday, December 5 

11:00 am †David Vital 

 

  Sunday, December 6 

  9:30am in the Quad 

  †Richard Avila 
       

   

 12 Noon Mass - Live streamed 

  Lim & Lee Families - Living and  

  Deceased   
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Please remember to include 

St. Joseph Basilica in your will. 

 

Let Us Remember  
All those who have died, especially 

Julian Jay Gomez  & Oswaldo Loli 
 

As a Community of faith, we offer our prayers   

and support to their families and friends. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. May they rest 

in peace. Amen. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday: First Sunday of Advent 

Monday: St. Andrew, Apostle 

Tuesday: World AIDS Awareness Day 

Thursday: St. Francis Xavier 

Friday: St. John Damascene 

Friday: First Friday 

Saturday: First Saturday  

Big Ambition 
Give up your small ambitions; come with me to 

save the world. —St. Francis Xavier  
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Preparation for registered, active parishioners should 

begin at least six months in advance of the proposed 

wedding date. Please contact Fr. Mario Rizzo directly 

to begin the process. Call (510) 995-9421 or email: 

frmario@sjbalameda.org. 

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Baptism 

Clergy: 
Rev. Mario Rizzo  - Parochial Administrator 
(510) 995–9421 /  frmario@sjbalameda.org 

Rev. Sunil Orathel - Priest In Residence 

(510) 301-5975  / sunil@sjbalameda.org  

  

Parish Office Hours: 
Monday - Friday:  9am - 5:00pm  
 

Note: The Parish Office remains CLOSED 

during Shelter in place but we continue to serve 

you remotely. If you need to contact members of 

the Parish Staff, please communicate with us via 

EMAIL or phone. 

Please visit our website under “Sacraments” for 
information. 
 
• For infant baptism (6 or younger)  contact Sherley 

Lim  510-995-9420, or email: 

secretary@sjbalameda.org 

• For adults or children over age 6 please contact  

       Anne Marie,  510-995-9409, or email: 

       afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Parish Staff: 
 

Stan Schonberg - Business Manager              

510-995-9411 / business@sjbalameda.org  

Anne Marie Fourre - Director of Faith Formation  

510-995-9409 / afourre@sjbalameda.org 

Sherley Lim – Parish Secretary 

510-995-9420 / secretary@sjbalameda.org 

 David Howitt - Music Director  

510-995-9403 / dhowitt@sjbalameda.org  

Michael Chinnavaso – 7:00pm Music Coordinator  

510-522-0181/ mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org 

Community Staff: 

Julie Guevara  - Principal, SJND High School 
510-523-1526  /  jguevara@sjnd.org  
 

Katherine Francisco – Principal,  Elementary School 
510-522-4456 / kfrancisco@csdo.org 

Parish Ministries: 

Most events or gatherings are canceled during Shelter In Place, although some are continuing 

through video conference or other means. For information on how to connect, contact:  

• Listening Line (New): 510-995-9474 (Calls schedule: Wednesdays & Thursdays, 7:00 - 9:00 pm) 

• Bible Study: demcgaffey@gmail.com  

• Grief Ministry: billkueppers@gmail.com 

• RCIA Inquiry: afourre@sjbalameda.org 

• St. Vincent de Paul Hotline: (510) 995-9471 

• Shelter-in-place ministry: sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com  

• Special Needs Inclusion Ministry: drmaponce@yahoo.com  

• Pastoral Care Ministry: sunil@sjbalameda.org  

• Young Adults Ministry: AlamedaYAG@gmail.com  

• Legion of Mary: Terecita@terecitadean.com 
 

mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:frmario@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:business@sjbalameda.org
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:secretary@sibalameda.org
mailto:dhowitt@sjbalameda.org
mailto:mchinnavaso@sjbalameda.org
mailto:jguevara@sjnd.org
mailto:kfrancisco@csdo.org
mailto:demcgaffey@gmail.com
mailto:billkueppers@gmail.com
mailto:afourre@sjbalameda.org
mailto:sjbasilica.outreach@gmail.com
mailto:drmaponce@yahoo.com
mailto:sunil@sjbalameda.org
mailto:AlamedaYAG@gmail.com
mailto:Terecita@terecitadean.com


 

Click on image to RSVP or for more information. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=axifam8ab&oeidk=a07ehe68jwubd5c3bd3


 


